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Welcome to this issue of “Inspiration” our 
monthly church magazine, designed to 
keep you informed of all that’s going on 
here at Grace.

2016 is now a year that has gone, there is 
no way to claim it back the past is in the 
past so there is a really obvious statement 
to start 2017 with. But I make no apologies 
for it. 

I have said throughout this year, and not 
just me, but many people that much of 
what has happened in the year may just not have been good 
news.  On the other hand it may have been an excellent year, es-
pecially if you’re a Leicester city fan.  I have no interest in this article 
of rehashing old messages. What I want to talk to you about in this 
article is the subject of your past. 

We can often have good and fond memories of the past, but more 
often than not the thoughts that tend to win out are those which 
were the negatives.  Often our past can become a prison which 
stops us from reaching our future.  I wonder if that is something 
which is true for you. 

I know a man who is talented in the word of God, preaches an 
amazing sermon, but is trapped in his past, cannot move into a fu-
ture, but is frozen solid believing who he was, what his family were 
like, his upbringing, his marriage and so many other things are all 
barriers to taking a step forward. 

Do you feel like this?

I come across a great many people who are trapped in their past 
and yet I want to reveal to you that there are no bars or barriers in 
front of you, they are of your imagination, you’ve made them up 
and it’s time to move past them and into the promises the Lord has 
before you.

The reply I usually get from a statement like this is something like 
‘ah, but you don’t know what I have done’. 

Well if you’re going to tell me you have sinned then I can con-
fidently tell you that you’re not alone.  The bible tells us all have 
sinned and fallen short of the Glory of God. You are right to call 
yourself a sinner and the cost of that sin is death, but the gift of 
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God is eternal life.  If you have ac-
cepted Christ as Saviour your sins are 
paid for and that means your sins 
past, present and future. If the Lord 
has cleansed you from your sins how 
can you say they are holding you 
back.

But let’s break that down. sin is a 
word which refers to acting selfishly 
yet Psalm 51, a psalm written by Da-
vid after the guilt of His adultery and 
killing of Uriah had been revealed to 
Him by Nathan the prophet, tells us 
who sin is really against. 

Against You, You only, have I sinned, 
and done evil in Your sight; that You 
might be justified when You speak, 
and be clear when You judge. Psalm 
51:4

For David to tell us that sin is against 
the Lord and the Lord only is quite 
a thing.  His sin was not just against 
the Lord, it involved another woman, 
her husband, a child which was con-
ceived because of the union, the 
prophet whom the Lord revealed it 
to and the whole nation who also 
bore the shame.  And yet David tells 
us that the sin is against the Lord and 
the Lord only.  How can David say 
that? Sins consequences may affect 
a great deal of people, it may even 
be directed and hurt them.  Is David 
suggesting we shouldn’t give a stuff 
about others as long as you are al-
right with God?

The answer is no, he isn’t saying that 
but rather he is saying that only the 
Lord, in His sinless perfection can 
truly judge us.  I’ve already told you 
for all have sinned and fallen short 
of the glory of God.  We should try 

to make amends to those whom we 
may have hurt, but it is only the judg-
ment of God which brings condem-
nation.  Therefore, we can conclude, 
as David did, that it is the Lord whom 
we sinned against and it is the Lord 
in whom we should seek forgiveness, 
for His justice is fair.

So If it is that you have sinned, and it 
is only from the Lord that forgiveness 
needs to be sought then the gospel 
of Grace tells us that as we cry out 
for Mercy, which says I am guilty but 
please let me off, then Christ took our 
place.  Have you stolen, Christ paid 
the price, have you lied, Christ paid 
the price, have you committed adul-
tery, Christ has paid the price, have 
you murdered, taken drugs, been 
violent and the list goes on, then be 
assured in the fact that Christ has 
paid the price.

A bigger public sin and disgrace 
there could not have been, but Da-
vid did not resign from his calling or 
curl up in a ball, nor did he let this act 
rule his future.  What his own words, 
contained in Psalm 51, (which is a 
hymn of praise), tell us, is that he be-
lieved that if He repented then the 
Lord would save him.  David did this 
long before the cross, but he knew 
that it was God and God alone who 
could save him. 

If your sins are forgiven, if no other 
person can rightly judge you, and 
if the Lord has bestowed His mer-
cy and Grace upon you, how is Sin 
holding you back, maybe you need 
to consider those barriers are not re-
ally there. Of course you may then 
reply, ‘well I keep re committing the 
same sins, so I can’t possibly have re-



pented”. 

Repentance is a word which means 
to turn away from.  John challenged 
those who came to be baptised that 
they needed to show fruits worthy of 
repentance. to explain that he gave 
some advice that people should not 
continue in the wrong they are do-
ing but to be content with the good 
they have.  If you accepted Christ as 
saviour it is a prerequisite that you re-
pented, or turned away from the sin-
ful life you led.  Yet if you’re new to 
Christianity, how are you supposed to 
know what is right and wrong straight 
away.  The answer is you don’t. 

The New covenant is defined by the 
promise that it will be written upon 
our hearts, and Paul teaches us that 
we need to work out our salvation in 
fear and trembling.  In the ignorance 
of our youth we may do things we 
later regard to have been an offense 
to the Lord but they are no less paid 
for or forgiven than the ones done 
knowingly.  But the Christian walk 
is one which draws us closer to the 
Lord, and as we do we learn more 
about the Lord, and that leads us to 
make changes in our lives.  It is these 
changes which we willingly make 
which are fruits worthy of repent-
ance. But what if we commit again 
that which we did in ignorance but 
now know is wrong?   Well 7 times a 
righteous man may fall and 7 times 
he gets up again. We are righteous 
not by our deeds, but by Christs, 
therefore if you sin, turn away, and try 
again, the Lord is with you. 

So once again I say to you that your 
barriers are made up and don’t hold 
you back. 

But you may say, “ah, I am weak, and 
I am easily tempted”.  Unfortunately 
for you Hebrews 4:15 tells us Jesus was 
also tempted in every way. If Jesus 
was tempted then it’s not an excuse 
for you to run and hide.  Temptation is 
not a sin, it’s is not a barrier rather it is 
a fact of life.  The truth is that the past 
has gone, just like 2016 has.  Good or 
bad all it has done has brought you 
to the place that you are, but it can-
not control your future. 

You are a child of God if you have 
accepted Christ as Saviour. The bible 
has many other names for you.  You 
are part of the body of Christ and 
Bride of Christ, you are a righteous 
one, and adopted son and heir, all 
of these things were given to you in-
spite of who you are not because of. 
So it is your choice as to how you 
proceed, I’ve made it clear you are 
bound by nothing, but sometimes it’s 
more convenient to pretend you are 
than actually pick up a shovel and 
help move the mountain.  But to-
day I hope you feel the liberation of 
the Gospel of Grace in front of you 
stands a year of potential, will you 
grab it with both hands? 

As always, I pray for a blessing on 
those who seek the face of the Lord. 
I would once again like to thank all of 
the contributors to this month’s issue 
and a special thanks to Margaret, 
Vicky and Christine Muandi for their 
time and effort putting the magazine 
together.  
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On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, 
and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened 
their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense 
and myrrh.  And having been warned in a dream not to go back to 
Herod, they returned to their country by another route.” Matthew 
2:11-12 (NIV) 

Someone said, “An optimist stays up until midnight to see the New 
Year in, and a pessimist stays up until midnight to make sure the old 
year leaves  “ I am glad that January 1st came on a Sunday.  I think 
it is important that we start off the New Year by framing it with wor-
ship.  What better way is there to begin a new year than to begin 
by worshiping the Saviour? 

Did you know that today is also known as Epiphany Sunday.  I doubt 
that any of you were up late last night waiting for Epiphany.  More 
and more people have never even heard of Epiphany.  How many 
of you have already taken down your Christmas tree?  Well I have 
news….. Christmas is not over. The season of Christmas is twelve 
days long.  Epiphany falls on January 6, on the 12th day of Christ-
mas. On the twelfth day of Christmas you are supposed to have 
12 drummers drumming.  We also celebrate the arrival of the Wise 
Men in Bethlehem.  Epiphany, Easter, and Pentecost were the fo-
cus of worship in the church for the first 400 years.  Nobody even 
thought to celebrate Christmas until the fourth century. So how 
come nothing epiphs on Epiphany anymore?  Why was Epiphany 
so important then, and why is it so unimportant now? 

The word Epiphany means “manifestation” or “revelation. ” The 
Wise Men are remembered on Epiphany because they represent 
that the Gentiles that recognised Jesus. In the early days when 
Epiphany was a great church feast, it also celebrated the first mira-
cle of Jesus – the changing water into wine at wedding in Cana of 
Galilee and the announcement by the Holy Spirit that Jesus is the 
Son of God at His baptism.  Those three things–the Wise Men, water 
to wine, and Baptism were all grouped together to symbolize the 
revealing of God in Jesus Christ, and such revelation was cause for 
great feasting and worship. 

Many people today have lost that sense of excitement and ex-
pectation of worship.  Worship is attributing ultimate worth to some-
thing.  Worship is valuing one thing above another thing.  So…“How 
Do You Know You Are Worshiping the Saviour?”

written by christine morris

6



7

I. You Find Him.  The wise men 
came from the east. They had trav-
elled a great distance.  They had 
journeyed from faraway lands. These 
were astronomers.  They had been 
watching the moon, the planets and 
the stars for years. Mapping the de-
sign; calculating the patterns; ana-
lysing the data and predicting the 
behaviour of the celestial bodies.  
Then suddenly out of nowhere came 
this star. Not a meteor, not a comet, 
but a rogue star.  They knew it would 
lead them to the one who is worthy 
to be worshipped.  They knew the 
promise that God would send a Sav-
iour.  They recognised this star as a 
sign leading them westward. Across 
rivers and mountains , guiding them 
to the perfect light; to Jesus the light 
of the world. ‘On coming to the 
house, they saw the child with his 
mother Mary, and they bowed down 
and worshipped him’.  They knew 
they had found the Saviour.  Where 
do you find the Saviour? How do you 
find Jesus?  How far will you travel to 
find Him?  When you find Jesus you 
will know that you are worshipping 
the Saviour?  Our focus needs to be 
on finding Jesus in 2017.

II. You Receive Him.  “When they 
saw the star, they were overjoyed.” 
Matthew 2:10.  The star appeared to 
them again. It went ahead of them 
and stopped over the place where 
the child was. They followed His di-
rection. You know you are worshiping 
the Saviour when you follow where 
He is leading you.  Here was this star 
that stopped directly over a house. 
There was a spotlight on Jesus.  And 
the only people who came to wor-
ship Him at this time were people who 
were from out of town. Being a Chris-
tian is revealed by our actions.  When 

you have received Jesus into your life 
you will want to tell others your God 
story. That’s the kind of church I want 
to belong to.  To be around people 
who know their God story.  Do you 
remember when you first got saved?  
You wanted to tell everyone what 
happened. We need that feeling to 
revive us again today.  The wise men 
were overjoyed by what they saw. 
Can you list the things you have seen 
God do in your life?  What things has 
God brought about in your life?  What 
prayers has God answered for you?  
How has your life been restored and 
overjoyed since receiving Jesus?  Tell 
them your God story. Tell them some-
thing God has done in your life.

III. You Praise Him.  Worship is par-
ticipation.  How do you participate 
in worship?  Did you come to watch 
worship Or did you come to do wor-
ship?  That is the difference that God 
is looking for in your life. There were a 
lot of watchers of the stars.  Everyone 
could see this huge, bright, shining 
star over Bethlehem but only a few 
wise men came to the house and 
bowed down and worshipped Him. 
Some people will say I worship in my 
heart.  Or they say I worship in my 
home.  Those are internal expressions 
of worship. Internal expressions of 
worship alone are not enough.  That 
is why there has always been exter-
nal expressions of worship. Bowing 
down before Jesus is a great expres-
sion of humility and devotion.  The bi-
ble often talks about bowing down or 
kneeling. It is an outward expression 
of an inward feeling.  What about lift-
ing our hands?  Have you ever had a 
child lift up their hands wanting you 
to hold them, to pick them up?  Oh 
how it warms your heart when they 
crawl up into your arms and want to 
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spend some time with you. Do you 
do the same things to the Lord?  Do 
you lift up your hands to Him or tell 
Him thank you for what He’s doing 
in your life?  When your desire is to 
praise Him then you will know you are 
worshipping the Saviour. 

IV. You Are Changed by Him.  
That’s also part of what it means to 
worship. When you become a Chris-
tian your life will never be the same 
again.  Everything changes. You are 
not the same anymore. You are born 
again.  Your life takes on new mean-
ing and purpose and direction. No 
one and nothing else can compare 
to our God. He is awesome! He de-
serves our thanks.  He deserves our 
love.  He deserves our admiration.  
He deserves our praise in everything!  
When times are tough so often we 
forget to focus on what God has 
done for us. We begin to magnify 
the negatives around us.  We let that 
consume our thoughts and even our 
actions. Or worse yet we don’t let it 
change the route we are taking. The 
army of Israel would send singers, 
dancers and musicians out to face 
the enemy’s army before they would 
send out their warriors! Before all else 
they wanted to worship God. When 
all odds are against us and we’re 
facing our biggest enemies; frustra-
tion, fear, depression, anxiety, doubt, 
anger, brokenness, whatever it is, 
we can rise above it through praise 
and worship to our God. When you 
want to change the course of your 
life begin with worshipping the Sav-
iour.  When we worship God it mag-
nifies His greatness it brings into focus 
who He is; It makes clear the path He 
wants us to go on. I love that! I am 
changed by Him. 

So here’s what you need to do: don’t 
wait until you arrive at church to 
start preparing for worship. Get up 
a few minutes early on Sunday and 
pray. Ask God to prepare your heart. 
Read a Psalm. Listen to some worship 
music. Start the process a couple of 
hours ahead of time. That way, when 
the singing starts at the beginning of 
the service your heart will be ready 
to worship God. If you will do that, it 
will absolutely transform your whole 
worship experience. 

Let me mention one last thing which 
may be hindering your worship.  If 
you find that no matter what you do, 
you can’t seem to engage in wor-
ship, your heart stays lukewarm, you 
feel that you’re just going through the 
motions then that means you need 
to clear something away from your 
life.  A song you don’t like should nev-
er block you from worshiping God.  
A sermon you don’t like should nev-
er block you from worshiping God.  
God doesn’t rely on what we sing or 
even how a sermon is delivered in 
order to be worshipped.  Worship is 
between just you and Jesus.  Church 
used to be first in people’s lives. Then 
because of other things it began to 
take second place among priori-
ties.  Now for a lot of people today it 
is more like fifth or sixth place in their 
lives. What things are you putting be-
tween you and worship? Authentic 
worship comes when you put Jesus 
first in your life. Then nothing else will 
come between you and God. It all 
has to do with what you value the 
most. What is worth the most in your 
life? What do you value the most in 
life? What are you worshipping? Do 
the most important thing you can do 
this year of 2017, worship God.
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we see around us in that although we are part of a denomina-
tion (group of churches) we rarely seem to have any involvement 
from them.  Many people find this quite odd, particularly if they 
have come from churches which have a centrally run structure, 
containing either parishes or circuits.  Many aren’t even aware that 
we are part of a denomination at all, but I can assure you that we 
are.  Some of you may think we have been abandoned by our 
denomination, others think its neglect, but I wonder if you would 
be surprise if I told you, that what you may think is a negative, is the 
very principle on which we were founded. 

Just under One hundred years ago our very own church and twen-
ty-six others, whom were independent and of a Pentecostal expe-
rience met to discuss the formation of an association.  They had no 
intention of creating a hierarchical structure of bishops, and cen-
trally run church government. Each church was to be independent, 
having the right to run as it felt the Lord had directed.  The purpose 
of the association was that we may have fellowship with Christians 
throughout the country who were like minded.  And to make sure 
we were a likeminded collection of independent churches under 
the banner of one denomination called the Assemblies of God, 
those founding churches agreed on 12 statements.  These 12 state-
ments we call our fundamental truths, and they are the articles of 
association we have with one another within the church and we 
also have with other AOG churches.  Every month we will discover 
a little bit behind what each of these fundamental truths means.

We believe in the Virgin Birth, Sinless Life, Miraculous Ministry, Sub-
stitutionary Atoning Death, Bodily Resurrection, Triumphant Ascen-
sion and Abiding Intercession of the Lord Jesus Christ and in His 
personal, visible, bodily return in power and glory as the blessed 
hope of all believers

In the previous fundamental truth, we have established the triune 
God and that Christ is a part of the God Head. In this Fundamental 
truth, we establish that Christ was fully man, yet was also fully God. 
This is an essential doctrine to understanding Christ and His ministry 
but also to being able to understand Salvation. Hebrews 4:15 tells 
us that Christ was tempted in all points but this means nothing if we 
don’t understand that he had the same weaknesses that we also 
did.

written by jamie boulton
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In the narrative of the last supper as 
told by the gospel of John the dis-
ciples asked for Jesus to show them 
the Father because they struggled 
at times to believe that the human 
who stood before them could be ful-
ly God. Why? well they saw human 
weakness, Jesus need to eat and 
drink as we do, and the other ele-
ments of Humanity, after all should 
the Lord of Heaven really need to go 
to the toilet? 

It is a paradox of Christ being fully God 
and Fully Human that makes people 
struggle with believing both equally.  
But without being Fully God He could 
not have taught the disciples, who in 
turn would teach the church, with-
out being fully human He could not 
take our place as a substitutionary 
sacrifice. This is all summed up in Phi-
lippians 2:8-11, which then goes on 
to tell us, as the book of Revelation 
confirms, Jesus inherits the world and 
is worthy to open the seven sealed 
scroll because of the obedience 
to death on the cross, a thing only 
made possible by His humanity. 

And it is in His humanity that He was 
resurrected, as a sign to us, that we 
too will be resurrected as Jesus was 
our first fruits.a fundamental under-
standing that we are not spirits float-
ing in some lofty cloud filled kingdom, 
but resurrected beings, given a new 
glorious eternal body. 

Considering all that humanity, the 
claim to Christ being fully God was 
in the end why the Pharisee’s reject-
ed Jesus, and was also a struggle for 
the disciples.  And even though it 
was in His humanity that Christ beat 
the power of sin, death and hell only 

God could have achieved it begin-
ning with His virgin birth, so as not to 
inherit original sin, the laws of biology 
were broken; He rose from the dead 
and broke the laws of entropy; He 
ascended to heaven in front of the 
disciples and thus the laws of grav-
ity were broken; only God can break 
the very laws of creation and it would 
require God to do it. But more and 
much more that Jesus said to the 
man on the mat, lowered down by 
His four friends, your sins are forgiven 
you.  The Pharisees were outraged, 
only God can forgive sins, and they 
were right, for sat before them was 
the lamb of God who takes away 
the sins of the world, an act only of 
God. Therefore we can conclude 
the deity of Jesus, fully man and yet 
fully God.
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Ezekiel Chapter 11

Hmmm a disagreement between the people.  If you can remem-
ber there are people in captivity by the river Chebar, and there 
are also the people back in Jerusalem, they’re still in Jerusalem 
- and they didn’t agree. In fact, at the entrance of the East gate 
Ezekiel sees a group of men, chapter 11 and verse1;  25 of them It 
says that their function was giving counsel to the people – possibly 
elders.  Included in their number were princes of the people, lead-
ers of the people. They are named as: Jaazaniah the son of Azur 
- now that’s not the same Jaazaniah son of Shaphan in chapter 8 
and verse 11, this is a different man - then there is Pelatiah the son 
of Benaiah and  these men wielded great authority.

Jeremiah was prophesying, Ezekiel was prophesying, Daniel was 
prophesying in Babylon - but these political and religious hierarchy 
were contradicting, arrogantly, saying: ‘We’re alright! The temple 
of the Lord! The temple of the Lord!’. They were arrogantly assert-
ing their own security and their own position. Of course that wasn’t 
only in their own lives, because they were leading others and they 
were telling them: ‘Look, you build that house you were talking 
about. You do the extension, you build that business, build the ho-
tel - everything is going to be alright. People aren’t going to come 
and destroy the city and set it alight, everything is going to carry on 
as normal! There’s no threat!’.

You see, that’s the danger of false prophets. You wonder why some-
times Paul condemns them so strongly: the reason is because they 
lead people astray! These men had listened to those who cried: 
‘Peace!’, when there was no peace. It had filled them with a self-
confidence. They said to the people in verse 3 ‘It is not near; let us 
build houses’. ‘This judgement is not near, where is the promise of it 
coming?’   What it seems to mean is this: ‘Those who are afar-off in 
the land of exile, they can do what they like. If it pleases them they 
don’t have to build anything, they can take the prophets advice - 
but you set about building your houses, and that doesn’t concern 
us what they are doing’. Do you remember Jeremiah prophesied 
to the people in captivity and said to them: ‘You better settle down 
there, because you’re going to be there for 70 years’, remember 
that? These leaders of the people back in Jerusalem are saying: 
‘Let them listen to all that nonsense, they can do what they like - 
but you build here. They might like to build there thinking they’re 
staying, but we know we’re staying in Jerusalem. You build, every-

written by christine morris
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thing will be alright!’

Their attitude is confirmed in the sec-
ond part of verse 3, where they say: 
‘this city is the caldron, and we are 
the flesh’. Now a caldron is a very 
solid thing - but what they are actu-
ally saying is that the flesh is the best 
part of the meat, it’s actually the real 
beef. They are saying: ‘We’re not the 
offal, we’re not the offal that has 
been rejected of God and sent into 
captivity. We’re the meat, we’re the 
fillet. We’re in a caldron, we’re pro-
tected, don’t you worry everything is 
going to be alright for us!  We’re not 
going from the frying pan into the 
fire!’. What a picture that is of a self-
righteous man who says: ‘I’m alright’. 
How many times do you hear this: ‘I 
don’t need to be saved! I’m not a 
bank robber, I’m not a terrorist, I’m 
not a rapist, I’m not a murderer! I’m 
alright, I go to church, I’m baptised, 
I do everything well’? But those are 
the ones to whom the Lord will say: ‘I 
never knew you!’.

Their attitude can be seen in verse 
15: they are saying ‘The exiles are the 
ones that are far away from God. This 
land was given to us, this land is our 
possession, why do you think we’re 
still in it? We’re here, you’re the ones 
in exile - you, Ezekiel, all your peo-
ple - we’re still here!’. Possession is 
nine tenths of the law, isn’t that right? 
That’s the way they were thinking: 
‘God has pleasure in us, we’re still 
here. We must be God’s remnant, we 
must be the ones who are pleasing 
God - it’s the captives who are under 
God’s judgement’ - but God, by the 
Holy Spirit through Ezekiel, is saying: 
‘Pride goes before destruction and a 
haughty spirit before a fall’.

14

Scarily God declares several things in 
verse 8-10.  ‘I’m going to boil you in 
the pot!’  ‘The sword that you feared, 
you’re going to die from it’.  ‘The land 
is not going to be your possession, 
but rather the Lord will bring you out 
of the land and judge you at the bor-
ders of Israel’. If you read 2 Kings 25 
and 21 you will find that the fulfilment 
of it is when the citizens of the city 
of Jerusalem were all led out and 
slaughtered at Riblah by Nebuchad-
nezzar.

Once the promise was to deliver Is-
rael from the land of the Egyptians, 
but now God is threatening to give 
them into the hand of foreigners! The 
judgements that once came, the 
plagues that came upon Egypt, God 
is going to pour those plagues upon 
His own people. The phrase that He 
uses in verse 10: ‘the borders of Israel’ 
is meant to bring to the mind of the 
children of Israel the conquest into 
Canaan land, where all of the area 
was sectioned and divided under 
all the tribes that were established.  
God is saying: ‘Those borders, I’m 
going to take you to the very end of 
them, and I’m going to give all those 
borders to your enemies’. Because 
of their failure to keep the Lord’s de-
crees, and to keep the laws in the 
land, they were being pushed out of 
the land.

They had become worldly. When 
God’s people become like the world, 
the glory goes! Ezekiel falls to his 
knees again, because Pelatiah dies 
- in fact, as Ezekiel is actually proph-
esying all these things, Pelatiah dies. 
Ezekiel is only seeing this in a vision, 
Ezekiel is still in captivity. The mean-
ing of the name Pelatiah is ‘The Lord 



causes a remnant to escape’. When 
he died, and the word got back to 
Ezekiel, he thought the hope of a 
remnant had died! He was thinking: 
‘Well, if the people of the land aren’t 
even safe, Lord, who are You going 
to save?’

The answer comes in verses 14 – 21…..
Ezekiel, the people that I have sent 
you to redeem, they are the future. 
Your fellow exiles! The Lord’s going to 
perform a new exodus, after this an-
ti-exodus where He takes the people 
into captivity, He’s going to perform 
a new exodus and bring them all 
back again as His true people out of 
all the nations that they have been 
scattered into. Then the land will be 
redeemed by the Lord! The people 
will go into the temple, this new peo-
ple of God, they will take down all 
the idols and they will set up the glory 
of God again.

How’s that going to happen? It’s a 
change of heart. God was going to 
create a new people, He says: ‘I will 
give them one heart’, do you know 
what that means? ‘An undivided 
heart’. ‘I will give them a new spirit...I 
will cause them to receive a heart of 
flesh’. 

It’s been all doom and gloom, hasn’t 
it, this book of Ezekiel? All these chap-
ters are full of judgement, but what a 
picture of hope! ‘I’m going to save 
a remnant’. There is hope, because 
God always has a remnant - and if 
you want to be that remnant and 
worship God in spirit and in truth, He 
will let His glory rest upon you! When 
the glory departs it’s not long until 
the outward edifice falls down - but, 
my friend, when the glory comes in it 

shines to all the nations around, and 
it glorifies our Lord Jesus. 

Part 10 …the signs and blunders.
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Well, and so we have just celebrated Christmas.  Did I hear you 
cheer or groan at the thought of too much food to be eaten, too 
much merriment by people who didn’t realise they should be cel-
ebrating Jesus and not the fact that they may have been off work 
for a couple of days.  Did you groan at the cost of presents to be 
bought or were you just grateful for those you received.  For me 
regarding presents, I just love to buy or make them for people.  I 
don’t want my children spending money on me at Christmas or 
even birthdays.  

So anyway today I am going to tell you a Christmas story.  Now I 
need to get something straight here so that there is absolutely no 
mistake about what I am saying regarding this story and I don’t 
want anyone getting the wrong end of the stick.  You know that 
part where things get misunderstood by mistake.  The bit that says, 
“I know you believe you understand what you think I said.  But I’m 
not sure you realize that what you heard is not what I meant.”

Do you realise that every story has two sides when told about peo-
ple, e.g. regarding the disciples in the garden of Gethsemane.  The 
1st and scriptural story is that they fell asleep and Jesus had to keep 
wakening them up.  The 2nd unknown story is what they felt about 
that and what their excuse was.  And it’s the same with the story 
you are about to read.

So, this version you will not find in the bible.  It is not written down 
there but is a narrative by Dr Ralph F Wilson and I think if I had been 
asked to write a story on this topic, it might hopefully have come 
out something like this.

The Innkeeper’s Tale

“They think I’m some kind of cruel, heartless landlord.  Someone 
must have told them that but they’re wrong just plain wrong, and 
it’s time to set the record straight, once and for all.

People say I’m an innkeeper.  I suppose you’d call it an inn.  To us 
it’s just a big house.  My grandfather, Joshua ben-Yahoudi, built it 
back when his trading business was at a peak and he built it big 
enough to fit all fourteen kids.

Well, a few years ago, the missus and I were just rattling around 

contributed by margaret rawcliffe
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in that big house -- kids grown up and 
all -- and we were thinking, maybe 
we could take in a few travellers.  Ra-
chel has always been mighty good 
in the kitchen, so we just let out word 
that we’d take people in, and they 
started to come.  Every night we’d 
have a person or two, sometimes 
more.  People would always come 
back when they came to town 
again, intent on another bowl of Ra-
chel’s lamb stew.

Then came that census the governor 
thought up, taxation, pure and sim-
ple!  People from all over the prov-
ince flooded into town that week.  
Filled us clean up.  Rachel and I slept 
in the main room where we always 
do, and we started putting guests 
in the other three rooms.  They kept 
coming.  Then we doubled up two or 
three families to a room.  They kept 
coming.  Finally, when we had filled 
the main room with four families plus 
Rachel and me, we started turning 
people away.

I must have gotten in and out of bed 
ten times that night, stumbling over 
bodies to get to the door, ‘No more 
room, sorry folks, no more room.  
Come back in the morning.  We have 
a couple of families leaving then’.  
They’d mutter something and head 
back to their party, and sleep some-
where next to a house under the shel-
ter of a blanket.  I just couldn’t make 
any more room.  That’s the honest 
truth.

But I did make room for one more cou-
ple.  Joseph was a burly man with big 
arms and strong hands, down from 
Nazareth, I think he said, He wouldn’t 
take “no” for an answer.  I would 

say, “No, I’m sorry,” and he’d tell me 
about his ‘little Mary’.  “Well, when I 
saw ‘little Mary’ she wasn’t very little.  
She was just about as pregnant as a 
woman can get, and awfully pale.  
While Joseph was pleading, I saw her 
grab her tummy in pain, and I knew I 
couldn’t let her have that baby out-
side in the wind and sleet. 

The barn that would just have to do, 
I told myself, and led them and their 
donkey out back.  Now it was pretty 
crowded, so I shooed several animals 
into the pen outside to make room 
in one dry corner.  Joseph said, ‘We 
sure are grateful, sir’   Then with a seri-
ous look, he asked me, ‘Do you know 
where I can find a midwife in these 
parts?  We might need her tomorrow 
or the next day.’

That man didn’t know much about 
having babies it was plain enough 
to see.  I ran to Aunt Sarah’s house 
and pounded on the door until her 
husband came.  “One of the travel-
lers is having a baby,” I told him.  “I’ll 
wait while Aunt Sarah gets dressed.  
I stopped a moment to catch my 
breath.  “And tell her to hurry.”

By the time we got back to the barn, 
Joseph had ‘little Mary’ settled on 
some soft, clean hay, wrapped up 
in a blanket, wiping the perspira-
tion off her brow, and was speaking 
softly to her as she fought the waves 
of pain.  Aunt Sarah sent me to get 
my Rachel, and then pushed Joseph 
and me out of the barn.  “This ain’t 
no place for men,” she said.

We waited just outside in the shelter 
of the barn for hours it seemed like.  
Well, all of a sudden, we hear a little 
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cry.  “You’ve got a baby boy,” Aunt 
Sarah was saying as we peeped 
around the corner.  She hands the 
young-un to Rachel, and she wraps 
it up in those swaddling bands she 
had saved.  Cute little thing, I tell you.
Well, Joseph goes over to Mary and 
gives her a big hug and a kiss on the 
cheek, and Rachel hands Mary the 
baby, and then comes over to me 
and takes my hand.  “Remember 
when our Joshua was born?” she 
whispers.  

The lantern was blowing almost out, 
the cattle were lowing softly, and 
baby Jesus was asleep in his moth-
er’s arms.  That’s how I left them as 
I walked Aunt Sarah home.  Chilly 
wind, though the sleet had stopped.

By the time I got back, Rachel was in 
bed, and I was about ready to put 
out the light, step over sleeping bod-
ies, and get under the warm covers, 
when I heard some murmuring out by 
the barn.  I’d better check, I told my-
self.  When I peeped in, I saw shep-
herds.  Raggedy, smelly old shepherds 
were kneeling down on the filthy barn 
floor as if they were praying!  The old-
est one was saying something to Jo-
seph about angels and the Messiah.  
And the rest of them just knelt there 
with their heads bowed, some with 
tears running down their faces.

I coughed out loud, and Joseph 
looked up.  I was almost ready to 
run those thieving shepherds off, 
when Joseph motioned to me with 
his hand.  “It’s okay,” he whispered.  
“They’ve come to see the Christ-ba-
by.”

The Christ-baby, the Messiah?  That 

was when I knelt, too.  And watched, 
and prayed, and listened to the old 
shepherd recount his story of angels 
and heavenly glory, and the sign of 
a holy baby, wrapped in swaddling 
bands, to be found in a stable-man-
ger.

My Lord!  It was my stable where the 
Christ-baby was born.  My manger 
he rested in.  My straw, my lamp, my 
wife Rachel assisting at his birth.

The shepherds left after a while.  Some 
of them leaned over and kissed the 
sleeping Christ-child before they de-
parted.  I know I did.

I’ll always be glad I made room in 
the barn for that family -- that holy 
family.  You see, I’m not some mean 
inn-keeper.  I was there, I saw him.  
And, you know, years later that boy 
came back to Bethlehem, this time 
telling about the Kingdom of God.  
Oh, I believe in him, I tell you.  I was 
there.  And, mark my words, if you’d 
seen what I’ve seen, you’d be a be-
liever, too.

(Copyright 1985 - 2017, Ralph F. Wilson  
All rights reserved.  I grant permission 
for this to be read in any Christian 
gathering.)

I did wonder what to say after I read 
this to you but really there is nothing 
to say except there are always two 
sides to a story, two opinions to be 
told, two options to consider.  I think 
this narrative tells the story of the birth 
of our Lord beautifully and ought to 
remind us that His birth would have 
had an effect on many people that 
night, whether or not they believed 



who he was.  

Just the talk of a new baby would 
have set the women and little moth-
erly young girls talking and wanting 
to visit the new baby, the shepherds 
now had their own story, the wise 
men theirs, and even the innkeeper’s 
wife and the old Aunt Sarah.

And so the Innkeeper has told his sto-
ry, his testimony.

And so has God, it can be found in 
the bible - John 3 : 16

How many people through the years 
since then have been willing to tell 
theirs?  

What is your testimony and have you 
told it?
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IES BIBLE STUDY
1. 1 John 1:5-7

The main message of these verses for me is John telling us you have 
heard the message so you pass it on to those that hear and so on...
Light shines, the more dark a place is the more the light stands out 
and is needed. Light makes darkness not dark but darkness can-
not make light not light. Light does not choose whom it will benefit 
and neither does love.  Everyone we meet should see God’s light 
and love in us.  If we claim to be in Christ but our light doesn’t shine 
then we are not doing something right.  Are we walking in darkness 
instead? Having a relationship with Jesus changes us spiritually.  
When this relationship with Christ is authentic we begin to think the 
way Christ would think.  We begin to think more of others.  When 
we come to the full knowledge of what Jesus did for us when he 
died and took our place on the cross. The devil will always make 
you feel you are not qualified or clean enough to go near God.  
This is not a lie but it is not the full truth.   The truth is regardless of 
how you feel and what you have done the blood of Jesus Christ 
cleanses us from all sin.  Cleanses in the Greek denotes a present 
continuous action.  Rev 12:11. Light represents what is good true 
and holy.  Darkness represents what is evil and false.

2. 1 John 1:5-7

Here in verses 5-7 the message they are declaring is one that Je-
sus Christ gave to the Apostles and in John chapter 8 Jesus says, ‘I 
speak that which I have seen with my Father’.  So there is the chain 
of communication: God the Father communicates to Jesus what 
He wants men to know; Jesus comes and instructs the twelve, and 
the twelve are instructed to go into all the world and preach this 
Gospel: it’s a simple message, how sinful men can have fellowship 
with God through the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ.  We need 
to be careful because there is a false doctrine coming into the 
church that is deceiving many.  But we have a perfect revelation in 
Jesus and we can’t improve on Him.  Christ and Christ alone!  The 
Gospel must always start with God.  Genesis 1:1 starts with God.  
John in his Gospel, starts with God and here he is telling us: ‘That 
which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we 
have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our 
hands have handled, of the Word of life’, the One who was with 
the Father before the world was - we are preaching the message 

contributed by various ladies within 
the church
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of the Godhead in the Gospel. The 
Gospel starts with God.

God is light and in Him is no darkness 
at all.  For God to be light speaks of 
His glory, His blinding majesty. Then 
to speak of light intellectually speaks 
of His truth, His wisdom, His precepts, 
His counsel, His word. To speak of 
light morally speaks of His holiness, 
His purity. So because of the holi-
ness of God there is a separation for 
man because of his sinfulness.  Man 
lacks fellowship with the Holy God of 
heaven. Our sin are like clouds com-
ing between earth and the sun, it's 
blocking the light - the light is not get-
ting in! A message that ignores the 
holiness of God, and a message that 
fails to preach against sin and de-
clare God's judgemental wrath be-
cause of the broken law of His holi-
ness, is not the message that Christ 
gave to the early disciples: God is 
light, in Him is no darkness at all. 

Then fellowship with God cannot 
be known if we walk in darkness. 
Because God is light, we must walk 
in the light, but we cannot claim to 
walk with God and have fellowship 
with God if we walk in darkness.  Paul 
said to the Corinthians 'What fellow-
ship has light with darkness, and Be-
lial with the Living God?  A message 
that preaches that you can be for-
given and live a godless life is not the 
Gospel of Christ, is not the one that 
Christ preached to the apostles.

3. 1 John 1:5-7 

The message I think is that walking in 
the light means living under the con-
trolling desire for God instead of the 
world — the kind of life you live if you 

see things the way God sees them 
and share his values. It can be called 
the Gospel of Christ because it refers 
to the justifying effect of Christ’s shed 
blood blotting out all our sins and giv-
ing us acquittal and eternal accept-
ance with God.  Also it refers to the 
fact that all our sins are already cov-
ered and forgiven by God because 
of the death of Jesus, if we walk in 
the light.

4. 1 John 1:5-7 

Verse 5 is telling us that God is per-
fect there is no darkness in Him...  He 
is the light that shines in the darkness 
of this world... Verse 6 I think that this 
verse is talking about those who pre-
tend to be Christian those who say it 
but don’t believe it in their hearts...  
Those who will come and tell lies to 
try and get you to turn away.  Verse 
7 talking about those who have ac-
cepted the Lord and do walk in the 
light of Christ and we do have fellow-
ship with Him and the blood of Christ 
has paid the price for our sin.  So it 
is warning about those who say Lord 
but don’t know Him at all....  And you 
can clearly see the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ here in verses 6 & 7 as it is talk-
ing about us walking in the light ac-
cepting and having fellowship with 
God and us being cleansed from all 
our sin.

5. 1 John 1:5-7

These short verses tell us about God’s 
character- very simply we need to 
depend on the cleansing from sin 
provided by Jesus’ death on the 
cross.  John uses the imagery of light 
and dark to describe Gods’ char-
acter as pure and completely sin-
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less. Not only is God light but there 
is no darkness in Him - there are no 
shades of grey: no fault, no deceit, 
no dishonesty or failure. God in his 
character possesses no imperfection 
whatsoever. On the other hand John 
uses darkness as a metaphor for sin - 
the direct opposite. John’s world was 
full of idols and gods so this message 
here would have challenged his 
readers - it would have been a new 
message for them. V6 says we can-
not fellowship with God while living in 
darkness. We must acknowledge our 
sin  - walking in the light means we 
must be open to God - we are not 
to be afraid to expose any aspect of 
our life to Him. Those believers who 
want to walk with God must walk in 
the light - we fellowship with God 
on His terms and not ours - Eph 5 v 8 
and Col 1 v 12. True fellowship can 
only happen if we live in the sphere 
of God’s character - light. We can 
fellowship because we have some-
thing in common with Him. We have 
fellowship because the blood of Je-
sus has dealt with the sin. We have 
the privilege of fellowship  because 
of Jesus Christ - not our own merit.  If 
we walk in darkness we are walking 
out of ‘sync’ with God and not ac-
cording to the truth. The nearer we 
get to Him the more terrible our sin 
seems. Living in fellowship with Him 
means we change - to be more like 
Him.

6. 1 John 1:5-7 

God is Life and Light - Shows condi-
tions of Divine Fellowship.  Walking 
in the Light there is no darkness.  It 
helps us give thought to demon-
strating our fellowship with God and 
with our fellow believers.  It helps us 

to think about how we show we are 
one with God and his people.  How 
do we show this unity?  How do we 
demonstrate this fellowship in every 
day Christian Living?  Our fellowship 
should be open and honest and 
humble because our sin has been 
faced  up to confessed and forgiven.

7. 1 John 1 : 5-7

What is the message in these verses 
and why could it be called the Gos-
pel of Christ?

‘This then is the message which we 
have heard of him, and declare unto 
you, that God is the light and in Him is 
no darkness at all.

Now he enters into a question, by 
which we may understand that we 
are joined together with Christ.  That 
is if we are governed with His Light, 
which is perceived by the ordering 
of our life.  And he reasons, God is in 
Himself most pure light, therefore he 
agrees well with them who are of the 
Light but with them are of the dark-
ness he has no fellowship. 

1 John 1:7 But if we walk in the light – 
walking in the light may include the 
following things:

1. Leading lives of holiness and purity; 
that is the Christian must be charac-
teristically a holy man, a light in the 
world, by his example.

2. Walking in the truth; that is em-
bracing the truth in opposition to all 
error of paganism and infidelity and 
having clear, spiritual views of truth, 
such as the unrenewed never have.  
As He is in the Light – in the same kind 



  of light that he has.  The measure of 
light which we may have is not the 
same in degree, but it is of the same 
kind.  The true Christian, his character 
and feelings resembles God.

We have fellowship one with another.  
As we all partake of His feelings and 
views, we shall resemble each oth-
er.  Loving the same God, embrac-
ing the same views and living for the 
same ends, we shall of course have 
much that is common to us all; and 
thus shall have fellowship with each 
other.  And the blood of Jesus Christ 
his Son cleanses us from all sin – There 
is no stain made by sin so deep the 
blood of Christ cannot take it entirely 
away from the soul.  The first or lead-
ing part of it was that God is Light 
and in Him is no darkness and we 
are required to resemble Him by their 
walking in the Light.  

It can be called the Gospel of Christ 
because this is the message of God 
by His Son to the world or from Christ 
by His apostles.  God is Light, such 
who walk in the light shall have com-
munion with Him.

8. 1 John 1 : 5-7

1.  What is the message in these vers-
es?

God being the Light, He is opposed 
to the darkness.  Just as the light sym-
bolises the truth, righteousness and 
justice on one hand; on the other 
the darkness symbolises the lies, un-
righteousness, injustice, impurity and 
so forth. As there cannot be a rela-
tionship between light and darkness 
in the real world, so it is in the spiritual 
world, therefore we understand that 

there couldn’t be relationships be-
tween born-again Christians and the 
unbelievers.  (Non-Christians or so-
called Christians)

To sum up, we (born again – Pente-
costal – Christians shall walk in light, 
meaning in truth, justice, joy, loving, 
caring, praying and encouraging 
each other.  As a result of doing so 
in our walk (Christian journey) with 
Jesus the Light, His Blood cleanses us 
from all sins.  We are made ‘HOLY’!

2.  Why could it be called the Gospel 
of Christ?

Because in the Gospel of John (John 
1:4 says ‘….. was the Life and the Life 
was the Light of men’.  We also know 
that ‘….. The Word was God….’ The 
True Light that gives light to every 
man was coming into the world.

We know that the Word that be-
came flesh and came into the world 
is JESUS CHRIST, therefore this gospel, 
which is mostly centred on the evi-
dence ‘Jesus is the Messiah’ is worthy 
to be called ‘The Gospel of Christ’.
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Happy Christmas to you all, our dear friends and partners.

May the joy of our Saviour’s birth fill your hearts this Christmas sea-
son and throughout the whole coming New Year 2017.

Community Outreach Centre 

We are so excited to tell you that the laminate flooring has been 
put down in our main hall for services of our new church building. 
Now we have started the process to obtain permission for public 
use. Please, pray for that. Once we receive that permission we will 
be able to buy chairs and put in the stage. Then we can move in 
and start our ministry there. We can’t wait for that.
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Kraljevo & Chachak 

A blessed season, full church, new people coming… Three new people joined 
our church in Chachak, we are so happy. People in the church are experienc-
ing personal revival and getting on fire for God.

Edward & Rachel 

We had amazing preaching and prophetic ministry in both locations of our 
church, by Edward and Rachel Issitt, of ‘Your Mission,’ from London, in Octo-
ber. We always enjoy friendship with them.



Outreach in schools 

Over a period of three days in October God has opened a fantastic door 
for us to do outreach in schools. Rachel Issit did six excellent classes of British 
Culture lessons in three schools in Kraljevo. It was very well received and at-
tended. When Rachel did her lessons in our Lidija’s school, the principal was so 
impressed that she invited the regional Serbian television to film it. They inter-
viewed Rachel and made a report about the lessons, including an interview, 
that was broadcasted three times a day in their news programs. 

Kids Church 

At the moment in our Kids Church, we are going through a 12 lesson disciple-
ship course. Every lesson on Saturdays we have over 40 children and they are 
learning how to be committed followers of Jesus. This Saturday Sara will be 
teaching the fourth lesson. The whole service for kids is very interesting with 
lively worship, puppet shows, games and learning Bible verses by heart.
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Roy & Heather 

In November we had Roy & Heather Harris from Christ Church Doncaster. Both 
of them ministered and blessed us so much in Kraljevo, Chachak, Uzice and 
in our Kids Church. We are friends with them for already 30 years, and that is 
something wonderful.
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Gorgeous ladies

Sara is involved in women’s work on a local, national and Balkan level. On our 
local church level it’s going great with our Gorgeous ladies. With two other 
ladies Sara organized a Serbian national Daughters of the King Conference in 
Belgrade, in October. It was well attended, great guest speaker from Australia, 
Ruth Carey, and national speaker Gordana Savic.

We give glory to God for all that He is doing in central Serbia. But, also, this 
would not be possible without your prayers and your regular support and gifts. 
So thank you very much for being an integral part and making a big differ-
ence in this area of the world. This month we will do a Christmas outreach in 
five schools. Please, pray for that.
  
We love you and bless you,
  
Sasha & Sara          

If you would like to connect and keep up-to-date with us more, please find 
us on Facebook - Sasha Vitakic, - Sara Vitakic

or e-mail us - svitakic@gmail.com

We would love to hear from you. 

Light of the Gospel Ministries
UK Charity No. 1064271
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It’s an absolute privilege to be a part of this element of our church.  
I have seen so many changes.  But the most wonderful and incred-
ible event in a person’s life is when they accept Jesus as Lord and 
Saviour.  When a person realises that they can have a real relation-
ship with God.  When a person understands that they need to re-
pent from the sin in their lives and is born again in Christ. 

When a person gives their heart to Christ, that is not where the story 
ends, that is where discipleship begins.  C H Spurgeon, said this, 
“The faith which saves is not one single act done and ended on a 
certain day: it is an act continued and persevered in throughout 
the entire life of man.” As we learn more about God, we grow spir-
itually. As we serve God we grow spiritually. As disciples of Christ 
there should be tangible proof in our lives that we are followers of 
Jesus. As we continue to live out our daily walk of faith, there are 
two questions we need to ask ourselves:

Is being a disciple making a difference in you? 

Is your discipleship making a difference in others? 

This is my heart for Grace Kids….disciples making disciples!

The truth is, following Jesus should be making a real difference in 
your life, and you should be making a difference in the lives of oth-
ers. In fact, I would go as far as to say, that being in a real, living 
relationship with Jesus should be making a radical difference in 
both your life and the lives of those around you. If you know Jesus 
as Lord, if you are saved, then there was a moment in time when 
you were born again, you stopped living in the darkness of sin and 
stepped into the eternal light of God. 

Your heart was changed, your sins were forgiven, you came from 
death to life.  That’s where the transforming work of God began in 
your life and mine. A spiritual new beginning, a new birth. When we 
are first saved, we don’t instantly become spiritually mature in our 
words, actions or behaviours.   like babies we need to learn to walk, 
talk and behave! We have had to learn how to walk in Christ, we 
had to learn how to talk to God, and behave in a way that brings 
honour and glory to God. But, when it comes to living out a life of 
faith, we eventually have to grow up and really live as dynamic 
disciples. 

written by christine morris
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The writer of the book of Hebrews ex-
presses this in Hebrews 5:12-14 (NLT) 
–‘ You have been believers so long 
now that you ought to be teaching 
others. Instead, you need someone 
to teach you again the basic things 
about God’s word. You are like ba-
bies who need milk and cannot eat 
solid food. For someone who lives 
on milk is still an infant and doesn’t 
know how to do what is right.’ Solid 
food is for those who are mature, 
who through training have the skill to 
recognise the difference between 
right and wrong.  A mark of a disci-
ple is growth in spiritual maturity, we 
are meant to grow, to progress from 
baby steps to running the race, be-
ing disciples and making disciples. 
We are meant to move forward in 
our faith and service, not be content 
with standing still. As disciples who 
are really living a life of faith, we must 
be willing to move forward and al-
low God to make us and form us and 
change us into the people He has 
called us to be so that we can be-
come more like Christ. Paul says in Ro-
mans 12:2 – ‘Don’t copy the behav-
iour and customs of this world, but let 
God transform you into a new person 
by changing the way you think. Then 
you will learn to know God’s will for 
you, which is good and pleasing and 
perfect’.  The Bible is clear, as follow-
ers of Christ, we need allow God to 
transform us, to change us, our na-
ture, our personality, our thoughts, 
our actions and reactions.  We can-
not remain as we were, we are to 
move forward and develop a ma-
ture faith. How do we do that? How 
do we move on? How do we grow 
up? By prayer, by reading the Word 
of God, by being faithful in our ser-
vice, by making our spiritual life and 

our relationship with God our top pri-
ority. Is God your top priority? Are the 
marks of being a disciple evident in 
your life? 

A true disciple is willing to serve God 
and each other. We can serve God 
and each other in many different 
ways, some require a lot of effort and 
preparation others are simpler.  If there 
is something you can get involved in 
why don’t you? Someone once said 
“Men and women no longer exer-
cise in sport as they used to. Instead, 
people tend to sit in crowds and just 
watch other people play. And I fear 
that the tendency is even presenting 
itself in the Church.  More and more 
we see people are just sitting back in 
crowds while one or two people are 
expected to be doing everything. 
Now that, of course, is a complete 
denial of the New Testament doc-
trine of the Church as the Body of 
Christ, where every single member 
has responsibility, and has a function, 
and matters.” 

Friends, church is not meant to be 
a spectator sport. We the people, 
are the church and we express our 
love for God and each other by ac-
tive participation. A disciple of Jesus 
should want to be more than a spec-
tator, a disciple of Jesus should want 
to experience the blessing of follow-
ing and serving their God. We are 
called to be church together, serving 
God and each other. It’s more than a 
feeling of belonging - it’s willing par-
ticipation. It’s more than just saying 
we care - it’s actually helping, doing. 
It’s more than just saying we believe, 
it’s faith in action, putting into prac-
tice what God has taught us. It’s more 
than just being served by others - it’s 
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having a servant heart, a kind heart, 
a generous heart. It’s more than just 
saying your forgiven - it’s forgiving 
others as Christ has already forgiv-
en you. It’s more than just dreaming 
about reaching the lost - it’s actually 
doing something to reach them. It’s 
more than just being taught from the 
pulpit - it’s about inspiring others to 
learn and grow and make disciples. 
It’s more than just living for Christ, it’s 
about growing spiritually in Him. It’s 
more than just giving what you feel 
like - it’s about sacrificial living for the 
Glory of God. It’s all about following 
Jesus as Saviour and as Lord, learning 
how to live and serve. It’s about being 
an active, faithful, dynamic disciple. 
A participant not a passenger. Being 
a disciple is about dying to ourselves 
- our wants, our needs, our desires. 
To be a dynamic disciple we need 
to give our lives completely to Jesus. 
To be a dynamic disciple we need to 
let God work in us and through us to 
accomplish His purposes. To be a dy-
namic disciple we need to faithfully 
follow Jesus and walk as He walked. 
To be a dynamic disciple we need 
to love and serve others as Jesus was 
willing to love and serve. 

It’s our year of hiring…there is not only 
a seat waiting for you, there is a task 
of service waiting for you too, that no 
one else can fill.  Come on, what are 
you waiting for?….make our body 
complete.
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Dear Friends and Sponsors, 

“Slow down … take some rest … take time 
out …. You’ve got to slow down… you’ve 
got to stop thinking you’re on the clock 
and time is running out”.  These were just 
some of the words spoken to me on the 
recent tour.  I know they are well mean-
ing phrases. I know it’s because they care, but you don’t know the 
reasons why I and our Metro staff run at this pace. You see, for me, 
I’m making up for lost wasted years. For me, I told my Dad when 
he lost of the use of his legs that I would run for the both of us now.  
I don’t think he is in the great crowd of witnesses saying, “Janine 
slow down! Janine you’re running too fast”.  No, he’s probably say-
ing, “Run Janine, Go my daughter, RUN! Faster …” He’s cheering 
me on. He’s reminding me of God’s Word that the joy of the Lord is 
my strength, that I can do all things through Christ who strengthens 
me. Choose TV if you want.  Enjoy!  Choose holidays if you want. 
Enjoy! Choose leisure time if you want. Enjoy! Sincerely, God bless 
you! I don’t judge you, but for me, I choose to keep running.  I 
choose to run while I can and as long as I do it in His strength and 
not my own then I am confident that I will fight the good fight and 
run my course.  You see, for me, time is running out.  For me, I am 
on the clock. For me, I rest in Him.  For me, I take time out in Him. For 
me, I slow down to listen to His voice and spend time in worship and 
of course to sleep . That rest taken, it’s time to hit the ground run-
ning.  Lives depend on it.  Eternity depends on it.  Just 2 days ago 
there was a shoot out here in town where we operate.  The police 
shot three people dead. Two of our staff were in the vicinity.  One 
was so close he had to hide under the vehicle.  One of the guys 
gunned down lay feet away from our staff member who could see 
the bullet hole in his head and the blood everywhere. This is a mat-
ter of life and death, every single day and we take seriously what 
we do.  Maybe some other mother’s son’s may not need to face 
their son being shot by the police because they chose a different 
path having been taught a different way. That’s the power of the 
Gospel and the power of Sunday School.  Time to run! …..
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Ministry 

The tour in the UK with Pastor Bill went really well, having driven over 3000 miles 
and covering Ireland, England, Scotland and Wales.  It was great to see some 
of you at the venues. I thank God for the strength He gave.  My own tour of the 
UK and one venue in Switzerland was also very blessed.  And so, that is now in 
the past and we press on, not looking back but focusing on the task in hand 
and laying our plans for the future in God’s hands. 

Our first summer camp here in Kenya took place last December and we took 
47 children to a day camp.  This year we December 2nd we took 63 children 
and it was wonderful seeing their lives impacted by the love of Christ. They 
went swimming, many for the first time, rode bikes, jumped on trampolines, 
bouncy castles and more.  One girl came running up to me poolside and said, 
“I’m SO happy”, then she ran off back into the pool. They received 3 meals 
that day a rarity for each one of them. 

Then after Christmas it is all systems go again as the schools re-open and our 
teams kick off in 68 schools and we endeavour to reach even more children 
and their families next year as each day draws us closer to the Lord’s return. 
Wherever you are serving, let’s go!

Fight the Good Fight – Tug of War at Summer Camp! 

One of our sponsor kids (Ali Waaqo) enjoying his lunch at camp.  Many kids 
don’t know what it is like to experience one regular meal a day let alone 3.  
Many never experience what it is like to enjoy swimming or ride a bike.  Camp 
gives them that opportunity. They go home feeling special. They return home 
feeling loved. Camp builds their confidence and gives us the opportunity to 
get closer to them, show them the love of Jesus and teach them more about 
the Lord. Thank you for giving me the opportunity to do this for the children!
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Prayer Requests:

•	 Please	pray	for	God’s	protection	over	all	the	staff	and	the	children	here.	
•	 Please	pray	for	God’s	provision	to	be	able	to	meet	the	many	needs	that	
arise.

THANK YOU:  Once again thank you for being a part of this ministry.  I appreci-
ate each and every one of you so much.  I wish you all a very Happy Christmas 
and a blessed and glorious New Year. 

Janine 

I must work the works of Him that sent me, while it is day . Night is coming when 
no man can work.  John 9:4
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Please read 1 Corinthians 1

So let’s begin with the 1st letter to the church of Corinth by asking 
the question is this the first letter to Corinth?

The answer is no 1 Corinthians 5:9, so what does that mean to us? 
Well it tells us something very important, 2 Timothy 3:16 that the 
cannon, the 66 books are the God breathed scriptures.  And yet 
in the letters what we find is that Paul or the other writers didn’t sit 
down and say let’s write the bible today. They simply wrote letters 
but to do what?

Look at the Timothy scripture again. 

Doctrine is defined as the fundamental Teaching of Scripture which 
is considered the bedrock of our belief and guidance for a right-
eous life

Reproof is defined as correction for Wrong actions that a church or 
Church member may be involved in

Correction is defined as rectifying wrong doctrine which a Church, 
Church member or an outside influence has brought into the body.
Instruction in righteousness is teaching the right way to live, act and 
behave in accordance with a good Christian testimony so that we 
may truly be witnesses of Jesus Christ living in each of us who have 
accepted Him as saviour.

So which of these do you think Corinthians is? I would say it is re-
proof, challenging the wrong actions of the Corinthian church, 
their doctrine wasn’t unsound, just their understanding of how it 
works in practice. 

So do you think you might have something in common with the 
Corinthian church?

We could look into the background of Corinth but it’s not really 
necessary. Often it is made out to be a licentious place full of de-
bauchery and all the things offensive to a Christian sensibility. Now 
this is true, but not more than any other place in the Greek or Ro-
man world both know for this kind of living. In fact the Christians of 
these days may share much in common with what we have today. 

written by jamie boulton
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So this is a letter to a church that ex-
isted in a town with many of the same 
morality issues that we have today, 
for reproof from wrong actions due 
to their misunderstanding and inac-
tions with regard to their structure. 

Do you know where Paul was when 
He wrote this letter, 1 Corinthians 16:8 
he was in Ephesus, so why is that sig-
nificant well lets read some of Acts 
19:  8-12, 18-20, 23-28, in Ephesus Paul 
faced a riot and a revival, yet in terms 
of debauchery, Ephesus had the 
temple of Diana, a place where the 
practice of temple prostitution took 
place, as well as idol worship, magic, 
and demonic works. So if they had 
the experience they did, then there 
was no excuse for Corinth. 

So this letter is sent to reprove their 
conduct, but based on what? Where 
does Paul get the right to reprove 
them from?

What did the Timothy say?  All scrip-
ture.  But what Scripture?  It has to be 
the Old Testament because the New 
is still being written.

So we can say with absolute certain-
ty that when we read the letter to 
the Corinthians, it is a commentary 
on Old Testament scripture, put in a 
practical way to apply to the church. 
Remember the Chuck Misler quote

The Old Testament is the New Testa-
ment Concealed the New Testament 
is the Old Testament Revealed. 

But who is the church here at Corinth, 
is it Jewish or Gentile?  Let’s have a 
look at its beginning let’s read Act 
18:1-11,

The answer is it’s a mix, with the ruler 
of the synagogue converting.

So this letter is to a Jewish/Gentile mix, 
to reprove them, using the Old Testa-
ment.  And in that context we can 
see that it has important teaching on 
how to apply doctrine in practice. 

So let’s look at this letter and discover 
what it has to teach us. 

Who is the letter from and whose it 
to(o), what does that teach us?

We read that the Letter is from two 
people, Paul and Sosthenes. 

Who is Sosthenes? Lets go back to 
Acts 18: 11-17, Here is the new leader 
of the synagogue, and as we read 
the Jews listened to Paul and ignored 
what he had to say and decided 
against him. 

This is a familiar picture in Paul’s trav-
els, but he always starts in the Syna-
gogues first, why do you think? 

Now often people think it’s because 
the Gospel is to go to the Jew first, 
what did Jesus say to the Syro-Phoe-
nician woman, Mathew 15:24-26 but 
that was Jesus, not the Gospel, in the 
feeding of the 5000, the food went 
from Jesus to the Apostles, from the 
Apostles to the Jews and then there 
was left overs. So the Apostles were 
to take the message out. 

What does Paul call Himself at the 
beginning of this letter? An Apostle, 
so what are Apostles?

Well we have the 12 Apostles, who 
have a place in the book of Reve-
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lation 21:14, we often call these an 
apostle with a capital A. but are 
there any other apostles?

Acts 14:14, romans 16:7

So are these apostles the same as 
the disciples? Paul tells us in 1 Cor-
inthians 12:28, it’s a ministry or work 
that somebody can be called to so 
the answer is yes they are the same, 
the capital A notion is only important 
if you believe in the authority of the 
Apostles, this idea that they were the 
leaders of the church and that they 
passed this down.  But are Apostles 
leaders? The answer is no, 

So what are the Apostles, well the 
Greek word Apostolos means a del-
egate or ambassador.  In terms it’s 
those sent out from a kingdom to 
bring an important message. 

What does Angelos mean?  It’s An-
gel or one with a message from God
So what do you think the difference 
is? Did the angels of Revelation have 
to be good? The answer is no, even 
the bad ones were doing the Lords 
will. 

But do all Apostles have to be believ-
ers? The answer would be yes 1 Cor-
inthians 11:13

So Paul goes to great length to show 
that he is an apostle, and that his 
calling is from God to this role, one 
which is defined by carrying a mes-
sage out. So who was Paul commis-
sioned to carry His message to (o)? 
Romans 11:13 and they were called 
by the Lord Acts 13:2-4. 

So why does Paul go to the syna-

gogue first?  Because that’s where 
those who are interested in the Lord 
are. And Paul is sent to bring them 
the message of the kingdom, it is his 
task. 

But we didn’t answer who Sosthenes 
is, just that he was the new leader of 
the Jewish Synagogue which had 
taken a set against Paul.  Now back 
in Acts we read that as the Jews try 
their usual trick of trying to get Paul 
arrested, the Greek judge simply 
isn’t interested in this Jewish religious 
idea. They are outsiders in the town, 
because they are monotheistic (be-
lieve in one God), unlike the Greeks. 
And they take it upon themselves to 
punish the Jews for stirring up trou-
ble? Why do you think they do that?
Look in Acts 19:35-41, so the danger 
is the peace of Rome being broken, 
and it’s not just from fear, Corinth was 
very loyal to the Roman Empire. 

So in Sosthenes you have a man who 
is singled out to represent a Jewish 
ethnic group, which is clearly mar-
ginalised and separated in the town 
of Corinth, 

Why would the church be interest-
ed in knowing such a man was with 
Paul?  Well what does Paul call Him? 
A brother.  So we can assume he has 
accepted Christ. 

So in Sosthenes we have a man who 
represents the enemies of the Co-
rinthian church, and a miscreant of 
Corinth society, now formally one of 
them, a brother in Christ. 

Proving that even the vilest offender 
of the Corinthian church and people 
can become as one of them, and 
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that Paul was called by God for this 
purpose. 

So that’s who sends it, but who is it 
to?

Read verse 2

The sanctified ones, so how are we 
sanctified? Hebrews 10:4-14, 

In other words, all those who have 
accepted Christ as Saviour, but then 
it goes on to say all those in every 
place.  So although this letter was 
written to Corinth, it wasn’t exclusive-
ly for them alone, it was a circular let-
ter to be shared. Even though there 
are some personal (to Corinth) items 
in this letter. 

But it would seem obvious to say 
that this is a letter to those who are 
sanctified in Christ Jesus, so why say 
it, remember paper and ink aren’t 
cheap, every word is necessary and 
not artistic babble. 

So what is Paul doing in saying this is 
who the letter is to(o)?

He is separating. 

As the Jews separated themselves 
from the Christians, as the Corinthians 
separated themselves from the Jews, 
Paul is separating his audience, into 
those who have called on the name 
of the Lord, and are sanctified, and 
those who aren’t. 

Why? Because this is the only sepa-
ration there is. Saved and unsaved.  
And yet we must remember there is 
a separation. 

You cannot reprove the unsaved, 
there is only one message for them, 
the Gospel.

But it also sets the tone for the letter. 
What is the reason Paul gives for 
sending the letter?

Have a look at verse 11, 

We don’t know who Chloe is, but her 
name means a tender shoot, she is 
probably a member of the church 
but from a typological statement 
we can see that it is the new shoots 
which see the issues first. 

But what is the issue? The answer is 
Contentions. The Greek word is er is 
meaning a quarrel. So is referring to 
just this, just this quarrel or all of the 
various issues in the book?

I would say it is this one, and then 
Paul uses it as an excuse to answer 
various other issues which the Corin-
thian have written to Paul about. 

So the issue Chloe has seen is found in 
verse 12-13, so what’s the error here. 
It may seem like factionalism, but 
what is the church known for in the 
last 3 centuries? Its denominations, 
are they wrong?

Remember the errors I have taught 
you of the Protestant and Catholic 
movements that they are not the 
bride but Babylon the false church, 
the true church is found in the Ana-
baptists, often churches and de-
nominations following the revelations 
of just a few men, is this factionalism?
In essence it is, but remember back 
to the greeting, is Paul against fac-
tionalism? No he sets up one, the 
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saved and the unsaved. 

The issue isn’t the factionalism per se, 
but the reason for the factionalism.  
Why do you think they are claiming 
to be of one or another?

The answer is superiority; this is a “who 
is the greatest” question. 

Paul was known as a brash and to 
the point man, an uncultured Jew in 
Greek eyes, but a learned teacher of 
the law in Jewish eyes.

Apollos was an eloquent speaker, 
fervent and poetic in his speech. 

So which would you prefer?  It’s not 
unfair to know who you learn best 
from, in our pulpit you may prefer, 
Christine, Alan or John to me, this 
doesn’t upset me, nor is it wrong for 
you to prefer them. 

But to actively pitch yourself into a 
faction behind them and against the 
others is the error, what is it they are 
trying to do to Paul, Apollos and Pe-
ter. They are trying to make them a 
king. What’s the problem with that, 
judges 9:1-24 once you do, then they 
kill each other off until one is left

This is the old issue in Israel, but who is 
our king? It is Christ. No leader should 
be put upon a pedestal, nor any 
teacher. Of course you know this, 
but this is what Paul covers before he 
even gets into the discussion.  

Have a look at 1 Corinthians 1:4-9, 
who is it that gave all of these good 
gifts to the church, it is Christ and it is 
commonly shared amongst the peo-
ple. 

It’s not the factions that are wrong, 
it’s the intentions to make them rulers 
over ourselves, why would they do it, 
1 Samuel 8:4-7 because they don’t 
want to come to God for themselves, 
they want someone else to do it. 

But Paul now makes it clear of the 
calibre of people that the Lord has 
called to teach in verses 26-29, weak 
and foolish, 

Now Paul is not weak or foolish, so 
you could say he is being self-depre-
cating. But in His current position he is 
weak, because what are his strengths 
Philippians 3:5-6 what use is that to 
a man called to preach to gentiles, 
who themselves have been brought 
up in a deistic culture, with immorali-
ty taught as a standard. A life He had 
actively shunned his whole life and 
deliberately kept away from. 

What you were before you came to 
the cross is not what the Lord is after, 
it is to use you in ways you haven’t 
thought of, to peoples you don’t 
know, you just have to be obedient, 
and why, well verses 29-31, so the Lord 
gets the victory, just like with Gideon. 
And it takes us back to the begin-
ning, all the good gifts given to the 
church are given by Christ, including 
good teachers. 

Why does Paul thank God for not 
baptising many of them?

The answer is because of his ministry 
as an apostle, it was to be an ambas-
sador for the king, a delegate with a 
message, and not a replacement for 
the king, or a viceroy or governor. 

In baptising them they could claim 
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a special closeness in order to lord it 
over others. 

But Paul makes it clear that it isn’t bap-
tism that saves you but the cross and 
yet the very thought of that shows it is 
not an intellectual argument 

In fact its foolishness. And a stumbling 
block. 

Who is it foolishness and a stumbling 
block too?

The Greeks and the Jews who don’t 
know the Lord. 

Now remember these are the fac-
tions of the city, but the real factions 
of the city are those who are saved 
and those are not. 

Carefully proscribed words using the 
scriptures, such as Paul preached 
won’t do it

Nor the eloquent poetry of Apollos, 

Yet what does Romans 10:11-17, so 
we must preach in order that faith 
can be produced, not an intellectual 
argument, not a force of personality, 
not the sound of a keyboard in the 
background. 

For faith, and it was by faith that we 
accepted Christ, not by the skill of 
the preacher. Many of us can’t even 
remember what was said. So think on 
that, is Billy Graham a better evange-
list than you, not if you try just as hard 
as he did. 

But why is this in the middle of a dis-
cussion on making kings out of our 
preachers and pastors?

Because the message of the whole 
chapter is this ‘it is the Lord who is the 
head’, who gives the good gifts and 
who(m) saved us, and it is He and He 
alone that sanctified us
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My how wonderful it is to be at worship practice these days….I feel 
sorry for you all missing out.  We are certainly bonding; praying and 
sharing openly with one another….fellowship as it should be. It real-
ly has been a tremendous blessing.  Here are some of the thoughts 
shared this past month. 

By Mark Haydock

Acts 4 v13, 
When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that 
they were unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and 
they took note that these men had been with Jesus

Exodus 34 v 29
When Moses came down from Mount Sinai with the two tablets of 
the covenant law in his hands, he was not aware that his face was 
radiant because he had spoken with the LORD. We read in both 
these cases that there is a definite change when we encounter 
God. They could tell that Peter and John had been with Jesus be-
cause they were unschooled, ordinary men and that Moses had 
to cover his face as it was radiant because he had an encounter 
with God on Mount Sinai after he had received the Ten command-
ments.

Every time we pray or praise and worship God we can have an 
encounter with him if we want to.  That is the question, is it what we 
really want?  Is it our desire to meet with God and let Him envelop 
our lives or may be just the little bit of our lives that we want him to 
have.  It’s a challenge to all of us to let God have all of our lives.  It’s 
letting go of our will and doing God’s will even if sometimes God 
says no. In both these encounters there was a definite change.  
People knew that they had met with God.  Can the same be said 
of us? We can all have the experience of basking in God’s pres-
ence as we worship him.  There is nothing better; it can be a life-
changing event.  Our lives should be a testimony of God in every 
aspect of it and the fruit of that is that people will perceive that we 
have been with Jesus.

It will show in our lives, in our attitudes, that we have had an en-
counter with Jesus.  It’s a powerful thing.  The children of Israel 
knew that Moses had encountered God because God’s power 
has changed him. He shone because of God’s presence.  All the 
way through the Bible we read of ordinary people who become 
extra-ordinary people because they encountered God. Peter and 
John were just ordinary fishermen from Galilee. Paul on the road to 
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Musician
Have you got a talent hidden under a bushel?  Can you play a musical in-
strument?  Are you ready and willing to use that talent for the Glory of God 
and the extension of His kingdom? 
There are 2 positions available and no reason whatsoever that one person 
could not serve both.
Position 1. 
Venue: Grace Pentecostal Church. (Minor Hall)
Date and time: Every Friday 1-2 pm
Job description: To serve the Living God and provide a musical accompa-
niment for our weekly 
Oasis 55+Meeting.
Position 2.
Venue: Grace Pentecostal Church. Minor Hall
Date and time. Quarterly. To be announced.
Job description: To serve the Lord, who is not willing that any should perish 
and provide musical accompaniment to our 
“Food for thought” outreach Specials.

If you are willing to fill either or both these positions, or for further informa-
tion, please contact 
Carol Duxbury 07400523995 or Pastor Jamie Boulton 01254 54541

The Lord bless your prayerful consideration. 

Library of Grace: Assistant Librarian

Activity leader –Lynne Haydock 
type of activity – Keep 

Aim – to provide a facility where Christian resources can be accessed and 
borrowed for personal and group encouragement and study 
When it Takes Place – Tuesday 2 - 8pm (or for some period of time within 
these hours) 

Helpers need to do one or all of the following:- 
* Help visitors access resources on the internet, locate books via the cata-
logue  
* Help visitors with the use of the printer/photocopier as appropriate 
* To serve and/or make refreshments for visitors 
* To encourage and stimulate discussion of Christian topics 
Special requirements – none needed but familiarity with computers would 
be useful and baking experience welcomed

52



Grace Kids
Activity Leader: Christine Morris
Type of Activity: Reach

Aim:  to provide a sanctuary or city of refuge for children where they may 
come and find the only true refuge Jesus Christ as their Lord and Saviour, 
through activities that teach Jesus and by building relationships so they 
can see Jesus in you.

When it takes place: Friday 5pm-730pm
Where it takes place: Grace Pentecostal Church Blackburn
Helpers needed to do:- one of or all of the following
•	 Help	children	to	participate	by	befriending	and	sharing
•	 to	help	with	story	telling
•	 To	be	available	to	help	with	presentations	(need	to	be	free	Sunday	
afternoon/evenings for rehearsals)
•	 help	to	tidy	and	clean	and	put	away

Special requirements: will need to undergo a DBS check

Toddleabout
Activity Leader: Sharon Moorehouse

Type of Activity: Reach

Aim: To give parents/carers and children the sound saving knowledge of 
Jesus Christ whilst providing a safe and secure environment for this to hap-
pen. To provide age-appropriate toys and activities and equipment to 
help develop and enhance the child’s developments. To support and ad-
vise parents as and when needed. To introduce children to the Lord Jesus 
Christ through example, prayers, stories and activities

When it takes place: every Thursday 9 am to 3pm (term time only)
Where it takes place: Minor hall, Grace Pentecostal Church Blackburn
Helpers needed to do:- one of or all of the following
•	 helpers	are	required	to	come	and	sit	with	parents	and	carers	to	share	
the gospel with, 
•	 to	help	with	setting	up	and	putting	away,	
•	 to	do	a	story	time	presentation	with	an	audible	gospel	message

Special requirements: will need to undergo a DBS check
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Sunday School
Activity Leader: Sunday school

Type of Activity: Teach

Aim:  to help the children discover the very nature of God for themselves 
through the bible and to not look at it as a type of babysitting

When it takes place: Sunday 1030-1230

Where it takes place: Class room, Grace Pentecostal Church Blackburn

Helpers needed to do:- one of or all of the following
•	 take	a	Sunday	school	class	on	your	own	on	a	rota	basis	depending	
on how many Sunday school teachers, this will require you to need to do 
prior preparation and study so the children are adequately prepared for. 
Special requirements: will need to undergo a DBS check

Grace Youth
Activity Leader: Daniel Talbot, Melanie Boulton

Type of Activity: Reach

Aim:  to share the message of Salvation in Jesus Christ through interaction 
and programmes which are relevant to Young people. 

When it takes place: Friday 7pm – 9pm

Where it takes place: Grace Pentecostal Church Blackburn

Helpers needed to do:- one of or all of the following
•	 Help	young	people	to	participate	by	befriending	and	sharing
•	 to	help	with	activities
•	 To	be	available	to	help	with	presentations	(need	to	be	free	Sunday	
afternoon/evenings for preparation)
•	 help	to	tidy	and	clean	and	put	away

Special requirements: will need to undergo a DBS check
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Prayer Meeting/First light
Activity Leader: none (interim Jamie Boulton)

Type of Activity: Keep

Aim:  to continue to pray for various means within our church and without 
to build our own faith and to discover the truths of the Lord’s will in our 
church 

When it takes place: Tuesday 7am – 8 am or 7:30pm-8:30pm
Where it takes place: Grace Pentecostal Church Blackburn

Helpers needed to do:- one of or all of the following
•	 to	come	to	pray	for	the	missionary	activities	around	the	globe
•	 to	come	and	pray	for	the	church	planting	work	at	Great	Harwood
•	 to	come	and	pray	for	the	sick	of	our	Church
•	 To	come	and	pray	for	Evangelism	and	the	wining	of	souls
•	 to	come	and	pray	generally	that	the	Lord	would	move	in	His	mighty	
power

Special requirements: none

Prayer For Israel
Activity Leader: none (interim Jamie Boulton)

Type of Activity: Keep

Aim:  to continue to pray for the work of God amongst the Jews, for the 
peace of Jerusalem, and for Israel.  

When it takes place: first Wednesday of Every Month 1pm – 2pm

Where it takes place: Classroom, Grace Pentecostal Church Blackburn

Helpers needed to do :- one of or all of the following
•	 to	have	a	passion	for	the	people	of	Israel	to	come	to	know	Jesus	as	
Saviour

Special requirements: none
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Worship Group
Activity Leader: Christine Morris

Type of Activity: Serve

Aim:  to provide the opportunity to worship the Lord via music in any event, 
activity or meeting  

When it takes place: could be any time (worship practice currently Thurs-
day 7:30pm-10pm

Where it takes place: Main hall, Grace Pentecostal Church Blackburn
Helpers needed to do :- one of or all of the following
•	 to	play	a	musical	instrument	or	sing
•	 to	work	the	overhead	projector
•	 to	man	the	sound	desk

Special requirements: none

Stewards

Activity Leader: none (interim Jamie Boulton)

Type of Activity: Serve

Aim:  to serve the church by helping all events, activities and meetings to 
run smoothly by providing practical assistance  

When it takes place: could be any time 

Where it takes place: Grace Pentecostal Church Blackburn

Helpers needed to do :- one of or all of the following
•	 to	greet	people	at	the	door
•	 to	help	distribute	communion
•	 to	help	set	the	communion	up
•	 to	be	a	point	of	contact	for	visitors
•	 to	pray	with	those	who	have	accepted	the	Lord	as	Saviour
•	 to	help	to	provide	security	whilst	others	are	distracted

Special requirements: none



Missions Disbursements 

Activity Leader: none (interim Jamie Boulton)

Type of Activity: Keep

Aim:  To inspire the church into service and to manage our involvement in 
the spread of the gospel of Jesus Christ throughout the World through sup-
porting the various missionaries financially, liaising with them and informing 
the church of their work, and by inviting them to come and speak to the 
congregation

When it takes place: could be any time 
Where it takes place: Grace Pentecostal Church Blackburn

Helpers needed to do :- one of or all of the following
•	 to	provide	support	to	the	mission’s	secretary	on	deciding	who	will	be	
supported or not
•	 To	keep	accurate	accounting	records	to	be	delivered	to	the	finance	
teams

Special requirements: must be a member

Church Planting

Activity Leader: none (interim Jamie Boulton)
Type of Activity: Reach

Aim:  To create a viable and self-sustaining church which shares our vision 
and goals and joins with us in close union, all over the world

When it takes place: could be any time 
Where it takes place: Grace Pentecostal Church Blackburn

Helpers needed to do :- one of or all of the following
•	 to	help	with	evangelism	strategy	for	the	town	of	Great	Harwood
•	 to	create	and	edit	a	quarterly	newsletter	to	be	sent	to	all	those	inter-
ested in the works at Great Harwood
•	 Labourers	to	help	with	the	clearing	out	and	rebuilding

Special requirements: none
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New Building projects/gardening/ 
Maintenance/Cleaning/Caretaking
Activity Leader: none (interim Jamie Boulton)

Type of Activity: Serve

Aim:  Keep the building in a safe and habitable condition for the use of all 
other departments. 
 
When it takes place: could be any time 

Where it takes place: Grace Pentecostal Church Blackburn

Helpers needed to do :- one of or all of the following
•	 Cleaners	to	clean	the	building	regularly
•	 To	help	mow	the	lawn	regularly	and	manage	the	plant
•	 to	complete	the	various	maintenance	jobs	listed	on	the	board	under	
new project, Gardening, and Maintenance
•	 to	help	with	regular	setting	up	for	the	various	meetings	and	their	re-
quirements

Special requirements: none

Hub Leader

We are looking for individuals who would be willing to open up their home 
one night a week to run a Hub group.  The role will involve coordinating a 
meeting (although not necessarily doing every part) where a group of 5 to 
7 attendees of the church may attend to fellowship, study, pray and wor-
ship together. Currently the details are being worked out and we are look-
ing for individuals who may be interested in knowing a little more about the 
role. An enquiry doesn’t mean you have agreed to do it. 

If you are interested or would like to know more, then please contact Jamie 
on 01254 54541, or email pastorgracechurchblackburn@hotmail.co.uk, 
and title the email Hub leader



Cleaners
We are looking for individuals who feel they could just give a part of their 
time a week to regularly clean a part of the building. Anyone wishing to 
take on this role must feel a calling from the Lord to do it and have a pas-
sion for the building to look its best for the work of the Lord. Cleaners will 
be responsible to the Cleaning coordinator and must agree to follow their 
instructions as activity leader. 

If you are interested or would like to know more, then please contact Jamie 
on 01254 54541, or email pastorgracechurchblackburn@hotmail.co.uk, 
and title the email Cleaner

Cleaning Coordinator
We are looking for an individual who would like to become an activity 
leader, coordinating the Church’s cleaning. This does not mean you are 
doing all of the cleaning, but rather coordinating the cleaning that is done, 
as well as having the responsibility for the cleaning budget. The Individual 
should feel called to the role by the Lord, with a passion in their hearts that 
the building should be a clean, warm and safe environment for church 
activities to take place in. The cleaning coordinator will be part of our 
building management department and will be overseen by the Building 
management department Deacon. This is a serve activity 

This is what the role begins like but were looking for someone who can 
make it so much more than it is as described here

Activity leaders are required to agree to conform to 10 standards, the two 
which are prerequisites of applying are that you have been in attendance 
at Grace Church Blackburn for at least 3 months and you are a member. 
If you are interested or would like to know more, then please contact Jamie 
on 01254 54541, or email pastorgracechurchblackburn@hotmail.co.uk, 
and title the email Cleaning coordinator
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Stewards
We are looking for individuals who would like to help out with one or more 
of the various stewardship jobs that are needed to make the church servic-
es possible. The various stewardship jobs are:- Setting up the Communion, 
Handing out the communion, tidying away the Communion set, Greeting 
people at the door, helping people to find a seat, encouraging new peo-
ple by helping them to find a seat and introducing them to the people sat 
around them, handing out of literature, and helping with practical issues 
during the services. Some of these jobs are already done by some people, 
but we are always looking for new people to help on a rotating basis. Any-
one wishing to take on one of these tasks must feel a sense of calling from 
the Lord and a passion to serve one another.  Stewards will be responsible 
to the Stewards Coordinator and must follow their instructions as activity 
leader.
If you are interested or would like to know more, then please contact Jamie 
on 01254 54541, or email pastorgracechurchblackburn@hotmail.co.uk, 

Stewards Coordinator
We are looking for an individual who would like to become an activity 
leader, coordinating the church’s stewards. The stewards of the church are 
those individuals who pass around the communion and help to set it up/
put it away; stand and greet people at the door passing out the relevant 
literature; and help new people to find a seat, introduce them to the peo-
ple around them and make them feel welcome. The coordinators role is 
to make sure all of these tasks are running as they should, training and en-
couraging the stewards in their roles, planning rotas and delivering them.  
The individual should feel called to the role by the Lord and have a passion 
to make people feel welcome and challenged. The steward’s coordina-
tor will be part of the ministry team’s department and be overseen by the 
ministry team’s deacon. This is a serve activity.

Activity leaders are required to agree to conform to 10 standards, the two 
which are prerequisites of applying are that you have been in attendance 
at Grace Church Blackburn for at least 3 months and you are a member. 
If you are interested or would like to know more, then please contact Jamie 
on 01254 54541, or email pastorgracechurchblackburn@hotmail.co.uk, 
and title the email steward’s coordinator



Deacons
We are looking to fill a number of various deacons roles within the church. Dea-
cons here at Grace have the job of overseeing our departments in the day to 
day running of the church. The role of Deacon is threefold. 

1. The Deacon meets with the activity leaders to encourage them in the work 
they are doing, obtain a report or request for finance and assistance, check the 
activity is still running as the activity leader said they wanted it to.  They do this 
for each activity leader in their department, balancing and encouraging their 
needs with one another. 

2. Meet quarterly as part of the church council to bring a report on the pro-
gress of the activities in the last quarter and inform of the plans for the new quar-
ter. They bring any request for finance or assistance and represent the depart-
ment in all decisions made. 

3. They help nurture brand new activities in their department into being, so 
that they can run effectively. 

Each one of our departments looks to serve the work of the kingdom in three 
particular ways. Our Spiritual departments are concerned with reaching, teach-
ing and keeping people for the Lord; our Service departments look to make the 
work of the church legal, safe and possible; and our Inspirational departments 
look to inspire the church into service. 

The Deacon role requires a great deal of commitment, has a great deal of re-
sponsibility and is completed by those who have a heart to serve others rather 
than lead. Those wishing to take on this role must know that they are called by 
the Lord to do it. 

As the role may need a better explanation, please feel free to enquire for more 
information

Deacons are required to agree to conform to 10 standards, the two which are 
prerequisites of applying are that you have been in attendance at Grace Church 
Blackburn for at least 3 months and you are a member. 

Deacons, as representatives of a department must be elected by the church. If 
you would like to apply, please be aware that a vote will taken on completion 
of your application process. This is not a popularity contest, but one based on 
suitability. 

If you are interested or would like to know more, then please contact Jamie on 
01254 54541, or email pastorgracechurchblackburn@hotmail.co.uk, and title the 
email Deacon.
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