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FROM THE PASTOR

Writ ten by Jamie Boulton       
           

we amateurs could 
only dream of ,  but 
has l i t t le idea how to 
lay pipe so i t  doesn’t 
leak.  h i r ing a plumber 
to f i t  your k i tchen is 
daft ,  h i r ing a window 
f i t ter  to bui ld you a 
wardrobe is  crazy,  we 
wouldn’t  do i t .  I t  is 
v i ta l  that we have the 
r ight person, with the 
r ight sk i l ls  doing the 
r ight job.  but more 
than that i t  needs a 
master craf tsman, or a 
project  manager who is 
overseeing the whole 
venture so he knows 
when i t  is  t ime for 
each ski l led task. 

Pro ject  managers are 
wel l  paid and i ts  funny 
on the bui ld ing pro-
grammes l ike grand 
designs how often the 
c l ients wi l l  t ry and 
forego that person and 
ei ther do i t  themselves 
or not have one at  a l l . 

Af ter  a l l  how hard can 
i t  be to s i t  in an off ice 
and order an e lectr i -
c ian or a plumber or 
6 tonnes of  roof  t i les . 
And the real  answer 
that comes back every 
t ime in these k inds of 
TV programmes is ,  i ts 
very hard. 

A project  manager 
understands the f inal 
p icture,  whereas each 
indiv idual  t radesman 
only understands thei r 
part  of  i t .  Of ten these 
t rades fa l l  out with one 
another,  get in each 
other ’s way or even 
stop another working. 
Imagine paying an 
e lectr ic ian £40 an hour 
to know he is  sat  in 
his van eat ing a sand-
wich because he cant 
f i t  a switch because 
the wal l  isn’t  up yet . 
Or imagine your brand-
new, tens of  thousands 
of  pound of  brand new, 

W
elcome to 
th is issue of 
“ Inspirat ion” 

our monthly church 
magazine,  designed to 
keep you informed of 
a l l  that ’s going on here 
at  Grace.

When a fami ly or 
organisat ion decide 
they are going to bui ld 
something and the 
archi tects drawings 
and planning consent 
is  completed a person 
is required to br ing the 
whole bui ld ing e lement 
of  the project  together. 
You see there are many 
trades in the bui ld-
ing industry,  most very 
ski l led and a l l  very di f -
ferent to one another. 
an e lectr ic ian may be 
a terr ib le carpenter 
and cant lay a br ick 
for  a toffee.  A br ick 
layer may be fast  and 
lay a br ick wal l  with 
the k ind of  prec is ion 
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When we look at  what God 
is doing in our l ives,  we are 
looking at  i t  f rom the t rades-
man’s v iew. We can only 
understand i t  in the l im-
i tat ion of  our mind and 
understanding.

t radesman, with ski l ls 
in his own f ie ld,  meant 
to work a long s ide 
each and everyone of 
you, who have ski l ls 
in your f ie ld too.  The 
project  manager of  our 

l ives is  of  course none 
other than our Saviour 
and King Chr ist  Jesus. 

There is  a scr ipture 
in proverbs which is 
repeated twice. 

Proverbs14:12  There 
is  a way which seems 
r ight to a man, but the 
end of  i t  is  the ways of 
death.

Proverbs 16:25  There 
is  a way that seems 
r ight to a man, but the 
end of  i t  is  the ways of 
death.

Often we approach our 
l ives with the intent 
that we know what is 
r ight and we wi l l  make 
our own way in l i fe . 
This seems l ike wisdom 

or at  least  the good 
att i tude of  a deter-
mined person. You 
may abhor people who 
seem to l ive with thei r 
hands out a l l  the t ime, 
desperate for  char i ty. 

You may look upon 
such people as fa i l -
ures and say to your-
se l f  I  wi l l  never re ly on 
others because that is 
not a r ight way to l ive. 
Yet had you consid-
ered that th is indepen-
dent way of  th inking is 
not st rength at  a l l ,  i ts 
real ly a weakness. 

The sands of 
Morecambe are t reach-
erous,  but when the 
t ide is  low you can 
walk the beach. There 
are guides who can 
take you, because 
they have walked i t 
and they know the 
danger and you are not 
advised to go without 
one,  for  i f  you do,  you 
wi l l  most l ike ly per ish. 
Who would attempt 

,  k i tchen, is  sat  out in 
a bui ld ing yard,  gett ing 
wet and mucky cause 
the f loor hasn’t  been 
la id yet . 

the work of  a project 
manager is  prec is ion 
management,  maxi -
mis ing eff ic iency and 
the budget so there 
is  no id le t ime for the 
t radesmen, a l l  mate-
r ia ls  are there when 
needed but not there 
when they would be at 
r isk f rom the e lements. 

the ski l l  of  the project 
manager is  they see 
the whole picture, 
they understand in 
what order some-
thing has to go,  and 
they are working to 
complete the whole 
project ,  not just  one 
part  of  i t .  Dare I  say 
because of  that they 
are worth every bi t  of 
thei r  money,  and the 
bui ld ing projects which 
have a project  manager 
succeed and come in 
on budget far  better. 

Now before you start 
th ink that I ,  as the 
pastor of  the Church, 
th ink of  mysel f  as the 
project  manager,  let 
me assure you I  am 
not .  Fr iends I  am a 
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re l ie f .  Have you ever 
wondered why a l l  your 
f r iends stop ta lk ing,  i t 
may be your own att i -
tude has made you a 
not very nice person 
to be around. so of 
course,  as the scr ip-
tures te l l  us,  th is leads 
to death,  both physica l 
and Spir i tual . 

But i t  isn’t  going out 
and being with people 
which is  the solu-
t ion.  The answer is  to 
abandon your plans 
a l together and g ive 
them over to the Lord. 

You see the Lord is 
bui ld ing a c i ty made 
of  lots of  bui ld ings.  He 
know what i t  should 
look l ike,  He knows 
the f in ished picture. 
But God isn’t  just  the 
archi tect  of  the c i ty,  he 
is  the project  manager. 
And as such he knows 
the dra ins for  the 
bathroom need to go in 
long before the foun-
dat ions are la id.  so he 
orders the plumber to 
come and lay them, 
rather than wait ing 
t i l l  the bathroom 
f i t ter  comes once the 
whole house is  bui l t 
and says,  “where is 
the water supposed to 
dra in out to” and thus 

a l l  the new work must 
be destroyed.

I  am of course ta lk ing 
pictor ia l ly.  The Ci ty 
the Lord is  bui ld ing is 
a metaphor,  because 
i ts  you and me He is 
bui ld ing,  or  helping 
to become what we 
should be.  but i ts  not 
you and me as indiv id-
uals ,  i ts  you and me 
together,  l ike a c i ty 
made up of  var ious 
bui ld ings,  for  d i ffer ing 
funct ions,  but st i l l  one 
c i ty. 

When we look at  what 
God is doing in our 
l ives,  we are looking 
at  i t  f rom the t rades-
man’s v iew. We can 
only understand i t  in 
the l imitat ion of  our 
mind and understand-
ing.  we ask why Lord 
has th is happened to 
me, or why did I  go 
through this s i tuat ion, 
not knowing that God 
is making space for 
what is  coming. 

Because i f  He is  the 
project  manager of 
the wor ld,  then the 
end picture is  in His 
v iew, and only in His 
v iew. He cal ls  us to 
go and bui ld on one 
another,  but not as we 

to be so fool ish as to 
walk such a danger-
ous place without the 
guidance of  the ones 
who know the way.  The 
answer is  no one. 

Yet in l i fe many 
people walk thei r  own 
path and have Frank 
S inatra’s “ I  d id i t  my 
way” playing at  the 
funera l .  I  wonder i f 
you would think that 
such a good song i f  the 
reason for  the passing 
was because that 
person ignored a l l  good 
advice and tr ied to 
walk Morecambe sands 
a lone with no guide.  I 
th ink in that case the 
song would not be a 
ce lebrat ion but more 
of  fool ish i rony of  a 
l i fe lost  for  no good 
reason. 

Our l ives are not meant 
to be l ived a lone. 
Lonel iness is  a k i l ler 
and many people suffer 
terr ib ly f rom i t .  I t  is 
the l ie that I  must 
make my own way 
which causes i t .  What 
fo l lows in those who 
l ive i t  is  of ten bi t ter-
ness at  being lonely 
which mani fests i tse l f 
in a very sour person 
who then pushes away 
anyone who could be 
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I  would once again l ike to thank a l l  of  the contr ibutors to th is 
month’s issue and a specia l  thanks to Margaret ,  Vicky and 

Chr ist ine Muandi for  thei r  t ime and effort  putt ing the magazine 
together.   Let  me encourage you i f  you do have a poem, a test i -
mony or a short  message you would l ike to share then you can 
come and see me or emai l  i t  to pastorgracechurchblackburn@

hotmai l .co.uk

to the Lord and to 
th is day don’t  know 
what benef i t  i t  had on 
others .  yet I  t rust  the 
Lord that He knows al l 
th ings,  the end f rom 
the beginning. 

I f  today you are strug-
g l ing to understand 
why the Lord is  doing 
something,  you can 
ask Him why, but you 
a lso need to accept ,  He 

does know best .  So for 
each of  us the chal -
lenge is  to let  go of 
our independence and 
to become a servant 
of  Jesus,  His wi l l ,  H is 
way,  and to know i t  is 
perfect . 

As a lways,  I  pray for  a 
b less ing on those who 
seek the face of  the 
Lord. 

l ike,  rather as He com-
mands.  The chal lenge 
to us in growing in 
the Lord,  serv ing one 
another as an act  of 
love,  and a l l  e lse we 
might do,  is  to do i t  as 
the Lord commands us 
to do i t ,  when to do i t , 
and except He knows 
why to do i t . 

In my l i fe I  have done 
things in obedience 
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A VISION OF 

ENCOURAGEMENT

Writ ten by Richard Hicken       
           

 I  bel ieve God was 
saying that the church 
(our church) is  l ike 
the beehive and l ike 
bees we are a l l  ca l led 
to play a part  i t  how 
i t  a l l  works.  Now we 
know through many 
nature programs that 
in a beehive every 
s ingle bee has a par-
t icular  job to do and 
not one is  there just 
for  the sake of  i t .  I 
bel ieve God was saying 
the same for the 
church,  our church.  I 
bel ieve that when we 
are ca l led to be bel iev-
ers and when we f ind 
a church that we then, 
should become an 
integra l  part  of  that 
church.

 I  was reminded on 
a couple of  occa-
s ions over the last  few 
weeks of  when Jesus 
washed the feet of  the 

disc ip les John 13:  4-10 
and a lso that one of 
Jesus’s t i t les is  servant 
K ing and because of 
how Jesus is ,  we must 
a lso be.  Now I ’m not 
asking anyone to wash 
anyone’s feet or  be put 
to death for  anyone 
else,  what I ’m am 
saying is  I  bel ieve God 
is te l l ing us that each 
and everyone of  us has 
a part  to play.

 As I ’m sure you are a l l 
aware now I ’m over-
seeing the Stewarding 
team and was super 
exc i ted when dur ing 
the prayer meet ing 
God gave me this 
v is ion and revealed i t ’s 
meaning because I ’ve 
a lways bel ieved that 
every s ingle one of  us 
at  every s ingle church 
should be serv ing the 
cause,  regardless of 
our age,  young or o ld.

Y
ou may have 
not iced the 
picture on the 

f ront of  th is months 
magazine.  I t ’s  in cor-
re lat ion to a v is ion 
I  bel ieve God gave 
me dur ing the 
Tuesday night prayer 
meet ing on the 19th 
of  September.  As we 
where praying ( the 
main theme of the 
night was for  people 
who al ready cal l  Grace 
thei r  home church to 
get more involved with 
what we do and for 
project  300 2020) .

 My v is ion was that 
I  saw a picture of 
a beehive and as 
i t  developed in my 
minds-eye I  could see 
the honeycomb and 
lots of  bees busying 
themselves with what 
they where there for.
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blessed and buzzed 
up at our exper ience 
of  the Holy Spi r i t  that 
n ight .  (excuse the pun 
I  couldn’t  res ist)

 What I  am saying is 
come on fo lks let ’s 
real ly grab a hold of 
th is v is ion and get 
involved.  Let ’s break 
the 20/80 spl i t  that 
happens in most 
churches regarding 
serv ing and have a 
fu l ly serv ing church. 
Let ’s a lso be consumed 
in Jesus and his br ide 
the church and not just 

consumers. 

 Let ’s get involved let ’s 
jo in the groups and 
meet ings that are there 
for  a l l  of  us at  Grace 
let ’s  get the bless-
ings God wants to pour 
out on us.  Let ’s grow 
together. 

 God knows we need i t . 

 Your equal  in Chr ist . 

 R ich Hicken.

I ’m not just  saying 
this to plug my team 
and try to recrui t  more 
helpers a l though that 
would be great .  I ’m 
also ta lk ing about as 
many people coming 
to the prayer meet-
ings and bib le studies 
as come to the serv ice 
on a Sunday morning. 
There’s huge bless-
ings to be had and 
the four of  us that 
where at  that meet ing 
that evening (yes only 
four out of  a church 
of  over f i f ty regu-
lars)  came out real ly 
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DAVID AND GOLIATH

Writ ten by Chr ist ine Morr is       
           

God. He is  approxi -
mately nine feet 10 
inches ta l l ,  has a coat 
of  steel  weighing 139 
pounds,  and a spear 
head that weighs 17 
pounds.

I t  seems quite st range 
that the King of  Israel , 
who himsel f  stood 
head and shoulders 
above a l l  men and was 
an acc la imed hero of 
batt le would accept the 
g i f t  of  a smal l  shep-
herd boy to f ight a 
g iant .  But the King did 
at  least  offer  the use 
of  h is personal  armour 
to the lad.  What an 
honour i t  would have 
been to have used the 
k ings armour to s lay 
the nat ional  enemy. 
This part icular  armour 
had been worn by King 
Saul  in many success-
fu l  campaigns against 

credib le enemies such 
as the Ammonites, 
the Amaleki tes,  and 
the Phi l is t ines.  Saul ’s 
Armour was a proven 
armour.   But David 
decides against  i t ,  cos 
he hasn’t  proven i t .

A l l  I  can see is  David 
in Saul ’s  dress ing 
room bur ied under the 
massive armour of  K ing 
Saul  and i t  makes me 
smi le .   How awkward 
i t  must have been, 
being overwhelmed 
by the armour before 
going out to face 
Gol iath?  But th is event 
in David’s l i fe would 
be a s igni f icant chang-
ing room for David… 
a turning point in his 
l i fe .  

What was David c lothed 
with when he went out 
to face Gol iath?  What 

T
his has been our 
theme for the 
past few weeks….

David and Gol iath!   Of 
a l l  B ib le c lass ics ,  th is 
part icular  passage 
would fa l l  near the 
top of  the l is t .  I t  com-
pr ises of  a boy k i l l ing 
a g iant .  David is  only 
a smal l  ins igni f i -
cant shepherd boy,  on 
meals on wheels del iv-
ery,  to his o lder broth-
ers who are entrenched 
in batt le against  the 
Phi l is t ines.  Gol iath 
on the other hand, 
is  a champion among 
al l  men; an overs ized 
k i l l ing machine.  He 
has blatant ly def ied 
the armies of  Israel 
and thei r  God for  for ty 
days,  twice dai ly.  He 
stands on this part ic -
u lar  day on his e ight-
ieth t ime defy ing the 
armies of  the L iv ing 
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he planned to be, 
but because he had 
obeyed the instruc-
t ion of  h is father.  But 
th is whole s i tuat ion 
began with an uncom-
fortable s i tuat ion for 
David.   But one thing 
was c lear th is whole 
matter st i r red David 
up. David was fur ious 
with Gol iath and f rus-
t rated with the armies 
of  Israel .

Somet imes God wi l l  put 
us in an uncomfortable 
place… where we feel 
l ike we must act .   Here 
we see the process 
that David had to go 
through to be f i t  for 
the f ight .

THE WRONG F IT

There are th ings that 
we don’t  need to put 
on i f  we’re going to 
win in the f ight .   There 
are those in your l i fe 
that are at tempt ing 
to put on you what 
doesn’t  belong to 
you.  I f  we let  them, 
our l ives wi l l  never 
know the v ictory of 
being dressed for  our 
ca l l ing… but we’ l l  only 
know the heavy weight 
of  borrowed burden.  
There is  a contrast 
of  the thousands of 

sold iers and King Saul 
to the young man 
cal led David… they sat 
under the burden of 
what Gol iath heaped on 
them.

WHAT DAVID’S BROTHER 
TRIED TO PUT ON HIM

Those c losest to us: 
fami ly,  f r iends,  co-
worker may be s incere, 
but somet imes s in-
cere ly wrong.  His 
brother E l iab t r ied to 
heap gui l t  on him. He 
a lso t r ied to heap a 
sel f -defensive att i tude 
on him, many are out 
to defend themselves, 
defend thei r  name. But 
David refused to be 
entangled in th is web.  
E l iab a lso t r ied to 
entangle David in argu-
ments and batt les .   Not 
every batt le is  worth 
f ight ing.

WHAT SAUL TRIED TO 
PUT ON HIM

Saul was a Benjamite, 
the t r ibe best known 
for thei r  sk i l l  of  k i l l ing 
with a s l ing ( Judges 
20) .  Many wi l l  t ry and 
recrui t  you to do what 
they should be doing.  
Many te l l  you how, 
but wi l l  never show 
you how.  But just 

kept David heart  in the 
heat of  the batt le?

Al though Gol iath’s 
armour was massive 
and impress ive to the 
onlooker and Saul ’s 
maybe less so because 
of  the s ize but David’s 
armour proved i tse l f 
more affect ive.  Was the 
s l ing super ior  to the 
sword? Absolute ly not . 
Was David’s armour of 
more value than King 
Saul ’s?  Absolute ly not . 
David may have been 
hera lded as far  more 
of  a man wear ing the 
King’s armour into 
batt le .  I t  may have 
made a great impres-
s ion on those looking 
on.  But impress ion are 
not our goal ;  i t  is  the 
end resul t  of  v ictory 
for  the Lord that we 
str ive for.  There may 
have been a number of 
s l ight ing remarks made 
about David as he went 
into batt le ;  but nothing 
but honour was his lot 
as he returned f rom 
the batt le v ictor ious 
over the g iant .

David didn’t  show up 
to show up his broth-
ers ,  but to br ing them 
lunch and to check 
on thei r  wel fare.   He 
wasn’t  there because 
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He tr ied to burden 
David with predict ions. 
But David wouldn’t 
accept any of  the 
baggage of  the enemy, 
because he had a l ready 
dressed for  batt le 
a l though the g iant 
never saw i t .

THE PERFECT F IT

L ike David we must 
learn to operate in the 
realm that God has 
ca l led us to;  to c lothe 
ourselves with the 
spi r i t  and att i tude God 
has planted in us and 
put on us.

We must real ize that 
th is was a perfect 
f i t  for  an imperfect 
boy,  far  f rom perfect .  
Gol iath didn’t  rea l ize 
i t ,  but David was 
armed and dangerous.

GRACE F IT  HIM 
PERFECTLY

David had the conf i -
dent assurance that he 
declared  “the batt le is 
the Lord’s .” When you 
read his response to 
Gol iath,  i t  sound more 
l ike a sermon than 
a defence.   He made 
i t  crysta l  c lear that 
i t  would be God who 
would be defeat ing him 

today.   I f  we can ever 
grasp the fact  that God 
is going to be doing 
the f ight ing for  us 
then i t  wi l l  impact how 
we approach any and 
every batt le .  When we 
embrace this fact  there 
is  sudden re lease…
we let  go of  the f ight . 
When we embrace this 
fact  there is  a shi f t 
in responsib i l i ty… no 
longer responsib le for 
the strategy,  imple-
mentat ion,  or  even 
the outcome.  When 
we embrace this fact 
there is  a sense of  res-
ignat ion…no longer 
worry about what we 
can or cannot do,  but 
open for God to work 
through us.

FAITH F IT  HIM 
PERFECTLY

Al l  day long people had 
been te l l ing David what 
he couldn’t  do… but 
David wasn’t  comfort -
able with thei r  doubts, 
but he was comfort -
able with his fa i th.  
H is fa i th stood.  His 
fa i th spoke.   His fa i th 
saw.  His fa i th actual ly 
ran at  the enemy.  His 
fa i th acted.   No matter 
what the s i tuat ion,  you 
are a lways at  your best 
when you respond with 

as Saul ’s  armour was 
custom made for h im, 
so your ca l l ing is 
custom made for you.  
I t  won’t  f i t  on anyone 
else and nei ther can 
you hope to pass 
i t  off  to someone 
else.   Don’t  t ry to be 
someone else… God’s 
got a work and a place 
for  you.  David went 
back to the s imple 
th ings God had proved 
in him… use what God 
has g iven you. 

WHAT GOLIATH TRIED TO 
PUT ON HIM

Gol iath represents 
the enemy and his 
baggage that he t r ies 
and throws our way.  
He t r ied to burden 
David with int imida-
t ion.  The devi l  wi l l 
t ry to defeat you f i rst 
with his propaganda 
and l ies .  I f  he can 
get you to feel  infe-
r ior  to the s i tuat ion he 
knows he’s near ly won. 
He t r ied to burden 
David with superst i -
t ion.  Superst i t ion is 
fear of  any power but 
God’s .  Many Chr ist ians 
have thei r  hands t ied 
by the bonds of  fear 
because they see God 
as against  them; con-
stant ly judging them. 
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Abraham’s sacr i f ice . 
Though Lot ’s c lothes 
may have smel led of 
smoke f rom his Uncle 
Abraham’s sacr i f i -
c ia l  f i re and he may 
have learned the tech-
nique to sacr i f ice by 
looking on as Abraham 
made sacr i f ice to 
God; he himsel f  drew 
no benef i t  f rom i t . 
An exper ience in God 
cannot be borrowed. A 
re lat ionship with Chr ist 
cannot be wi l led, 
t ransferred,  loaned, or 
borrowed.

Giants can be con-
quered! !  Batt les 
against  s in and satan 
can be won. But we 
must not at tempt to 
batt le the enemy of 
the soul  with a bor-
rowed sword but rather 
with a proven s l ing.

He st i l l  had to wait  to 
be k ing,  but he didn’t 
grow impat ient ,  but 
occupied himsel f  with 
three jobs… kept the 
sheep for h is father, 
was the armour bearer 
for  K ing Saul  and was 
on cal l  to play music 
for  the King when 
evi l  spi r i ts  tormented 
him.  I f  you just  keep 
serv ing fa i thful ly in 
due t ime He wi l l  br ing 

about what He has 
ca l led you to i f  you 
don’t  fa int  or  qui t .

David was more than 
wi l l ing to be fa i thful  in 
the l i t t le th ings… he’d 
found himsel f  r ight 
where God planned him 
to be.

What about you?  What 
are you cal led to?  I 
know one thing we are 
a l l  ca l led to serve,  so 
whi le we are wait ing 
let ’s  ro l l  our s leeves 
up and get on with the 
work that we can see 
in f ront of  us.  Af ter  a l l , 
the Lord is  b igger than 
a l l  our problems. . .past , 
present and future.

fa i th.

V ICTORY F IT  HIM 
PERFECTLY

But not the k ind 
of  v ictory that the 
Phi l is t ines were accus-
tomed to;  David had 
become ski l led in spi r-
i tual  warfare.  The 
wor ld wi l l  never under-
stand how and why you 
f ight the way you do… 
they weren’t  meant 
to understand. David 
took fu l l  advantage of 
the v ictory.  He didn’t 
get caught up in the 
moment,  but he max-
imized the moment 
when he ran and 
leaped on top of  the 
g iant pul l ing out his 
sword and taking off 
h is head.

What are you c lothed 
in today? Int imidat ion, 
Fear,  Gui l t ,  Worry, 
Expectat ions of 
Others… or are you 
wear ing David’s 
Armour?

Many Chr ist ians 
stumble in l iv ing a v ic-
tor ious l i fe because 
they are t ry ing to 
f ight with borrowed 
swords.  No more than 
David could use Saul ’s 
armour could Lot use 
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do

DO YOU WANT  

TO BECOME A  

SUNDAY SCHOOL   

TEACHER?         
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SUNDAY SCHOOL   

TEACHER?         

SUNDAY SCHOOL

Writ ten by Lynne Haydock      

JOB

Q. SO WHAT IS SUNDAY SCHOOL?

A. Sunday school  is  for  pr imary school  chi ldren and take place 
dur ing the preach on a Sunday morning one of  the c lassrooms 
upsta i rs .

  Q. WHAT DO WE DO AT SUNDAY SCHOOL?

Each week inc ludes a t ime of  welcome, a presentat ion of  a B ib le 
passage,  a game or act iv i ty,  a craf t  for  the chi ldren to complete, 
prayer t ime, d iscussion about the Bib le passage and a memory verse 
to learn.

  
Q. WHAT DOES SUNDAY SCHOOL NEED?

Grace Church needs more Sunday School  teachers to be responsib le 
for  organis ing and running a lesson.  We also need helpers to ass ist 
with indiv idual  i tems within a lesson and support  the group of  chi l -
dren.  to learn.

T
I
E

Teach the Bib le ,  characters and what happens.  How i t  appl ies to 
thei r  l ives and what i t  teaches about God.

Impact the chi ldren with the Gospel ,  the power of  sa lvat ion.  
The promises for  th is l i fe and the l i fe to come in heaven.

Encourage the chi ldren to feel  part  of  the body of  Chr ist .  By 
helping them understand the parts of  a church serv ice and be 
encouraged to take part .

INTERESTED?? OR HAVE FURTHER QUESTIONS?? PLEASE SPEAK TO LYNNE.
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PAIS & GRACE YOUTH

Writ ten by Danie l  Ta lbot      

YOUTH

community proj -
ects ,  businesses and 
churches. ’

Pais provides Churches 
with apprent ices/ 
Youth leaders .  Or 
rather f rom our per-
spect ive -  they t ra in 
Youth leaders ,  and 
provide opportuni t ies 
for  mysel f  and a smal l 

team to go into schools 
and spread the Gospel 
message,  gett ing 
involved in assembl ies , 
lunch t ime c lubs,  af ter 
school  B ib le studies 
and hopeful ly R.E 
lessons as wel l . 

Type in ‘The Pais 
movement’  in YouTube 

or Google for  more 
informat ion. 

Blackburn and Burnley 

schools 

Last  month was a 
month of  new begin-
nings.  Not just  for  the 
school  year,  and our 
academic year -  but 
a lso for  many Pais 

teams.

Many people come, 
f rom Germany, Braz i l 
and even Z imbabwe or 
india .  From al l  over,  to 
receive t ra in ing,  and 
run Youth minist ry in 
Churches and schools , 
and I  fee l  so pr iv i leged 
that I  am serv ing in my 

H
el lo ,  and 
welcome to one 
of  the new art i -

c les…  apart  of  th is 
magazine. 

Here every month, 
there wi l l  be updates, 
ta lk ing about the 
schools and Youth 
minist ry.

Speci f ica l ly  referr ing 
to my t ime at the Pais 
movement,  how that 
involves the Church 
and any updates or 
news regarding Grace 
Youth.

What is  the Pais 
movement? 

To quote the Pais 
websi te :

‘The Pais Movement is 
a g lobal  non-denomi-
nat ional  organizat ion 
that creates partner-
ships between schools , 
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This mean we wi l l  be 
running assembl ies , 
and host ing a lunch-
t ime c lub … bui ld-
ing re lat ionships with 
some of the young 
people in the schools 
and shar ing the 
Gospel . 

My thought was on a 
Wednesday we would 
quick ly head over 
to wi l f r id ’s ,  run an 
assembly.  Fo l lowed by 
the luncht ime c lub, 
have a conversat ion or 
two -  and dash off . 

However !  The plan is 
to stay at  St .wi l f r id ’s 
a l l  day.  Based in thei r 
l ibrary,  so our team 
can cont inue to work 
-  as we normal ly 
would,  except the stu-
dents know that we are 
a lways avai l ib le in the 
L ibrary at  Break and 
any other t ime we are 
f ree … on a Wednesday 
… and they are a l l 
welcome to come up to 
us and speak to us. 

Not only that ,  but the 
plan is  … the week 
before St .wi l f r ids wi l l 
take a picture of  the 
team and broadcast us 
around the school  -  so 
students recognise us 
and know we are there 

to ta lk too!

St .wi l f r ids didn’t  have 
a pais team last  year, 
so we are cont inu-
ing af ter  not having 
been in the school  for 
a year,  yet  what an 
amazing start ;  and we 
haven’t  even ran an 
assembly yet .

In Future art ic les I 
would l ike to share 
with you some of the 
work we get up to, 
introduce you to the 
Burnley and Blackburn 
Team, and share some 
stor ies and events 
that have happened. 
So you can be apart 
of  the Journey as we 
go forward into the 
schools and show 
people who Jesus is 
and what he has for 
each one of  us.

P lease pray for  us,  as 
we go into the schools 
-  that we are a l lowed 
to cont inue the work 
we do and that we 
are able to share the 
Gospel  with as many as 
possib le -  and that we 
get to know them.

Though we are a team 
of 3 ,  our team leader 
-  Oscar is  current ly 
having di ff icu l t ies 

This month I  got the 
pr iv i lege of  beginning 
this journey … and 
for the most part ,  i t ’s 
observ ing,  and try ing 
to take everything in 
that is  so new! 

In Burnley we are cur-
rent ly running a lunch-
t ime c lub in some of 
the schools -  and i ts 
been an exc i t ing yet 
nervous start . 

In pr imary schools , 
running assembl ies in 
a smal l  team … team of 
3 .  You forget how easy 
i t  is  to r i le  them up. 

We have been ta lk ing 
about Creat ion -  in 
Chr ist ian and non 
Chr ist ian schools , 
how we as Chr ist ians 
bel ieve that God is the 
master ar t is t  … and we 
bel ieve every s ingle 
one us is  painted,  and 
planned by him. 

In October we wi l l 
be looking to come 
into a couple of 
B lackburn schools on a 
Wednesday. 

St .wi l f r ids Academy, 
and Gr i ff in Pr imary 
school  (But we are 
wait ing for  conf i rma-
t ion on Gr i ff in) .
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safe ly to do the work 
God has ca l led him 
too. 

P lease a lso cont inue to 

pray for  Grace Youth, 
and the new mentors 
and act iv i ty helpers 
that are f inding thei r 
feet . 

gett ing over to the 
Uk,  however i t ’s  been 
conf i rmed he has his 
v isa.  P lease pray for 
h im, that he gets here 
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LIGHT OF THE GOSPEL 

MINISTRIES

Writ ten by Sasha & Sara Vi takic     

lov ingly showing to us.

Vis i t  to UK

We are so grateful  for 
the opportuni ty to 
meet so many of  you 
and for the pr iv i lege 
to minister  in some of 
your churches,  whi le 
we as a fami ly were in 

England in the second 
hal f  of  June and the 
f i rst  hal f  of  Ju ly. 
Fr iendship with you is 
so important for  us. 
You mean a lot  to us 
and touch our hearts 
with your love.  We are 
genuinely very sad that 
we can’t  see you more 
of ten.

D
ear Fr iends 
and Partners 
in the minis-

t ry,  greet ings f rom 
Serbia ,  and i t ’s  st i l l 
sunny and hot… We 
wish you every bless-
ing and thank you very 
much for your interest , 
support ,  prayer and 
generosi ty you are so 

MISS IONS
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was in hospi ta l .  And 
i t  a l l  happen whi le we 
were not in Serbia . 
We came back on the 
22 Ju ly in the church 
in Kragujevac,  that 
Dragan planted and 
pastored for  over 40 
years ,  Sasha did the 
memoria l  serv ice and 
then the funera l  in the 
v i l lage nearby,  where 

Dragan was born.  A lot 
of  people came, many 
unbel ievers ,  a lots of 
re lat ives and f r iends 
and many pastors f rom 
the very north to the 
very south of  Serbia , 
inc luding Belgrade.  We 
gave a proper send off 
to the man of God and 
many people were able 
to hear the Gospel .

Sasha’s dad send off

With great sadness 
for  us,  Sasha’s dad 
Dragan Vi takic d ied at 
the age of  91 whi le we 
were in England on the 
13 Ju ly.  I t  was a very 
hard and sad t ime for 
Sasha.  Dragan sud-
denly fe l l ,  broke his 
hip and for  ten days 
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both churches that 
we lead,  in Chachak 
and Kra l jevo,  and 
were involved with 
our work.  I t  was a lso 
a t ime for them to 
rest ,  ref resh and enjoy 
plenty of  sunshine.  We 
need to pray for  Bob 
and his heal th,  for  h is 

bone marrow to func-
t ion proper ly.   At  the 
moment due to his 
s ickness of  the bone 
marrow he needs to 
receive blood trans-
fus ions of  two units 
every two weeks.

Bob & Margaret

For the month of 
August we were 
blessed to have 
Sara’s parents ,  Bob & 
Margaret Pendlebury, 
and her s ister  A l ice 
with us in Kra l jevo. 
They ministered in 

Cory,  Amer ican 

miss ionary

At the end of  Ju ly, 
Cory,  Amer ican mis-
s ionary f rom Cal i fornia , 
moved to l ive in 
Kra l jevo and has jo ined 
our church and our 
team. God has led him 
to us and to our v is ion 
for  centra l  Serbia .  He 
is  a great help.  We are 
blessed.
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Gago & Nena f rom 

Austra l ia

Gago & Nena Bozovic 
f rom Sydney,  Austra l ia , 
were with us dur ing 
Ju ly and August and 
helped a lot  with our 
Chachak church.  They 
are or ig inal ly f rom 
Chachak.  God led them 
to S idney,  where they 
l ive and work now. 
There they found Jesus 
e ight years ago,  and 
they are very eager to 
share the Gospel  with 
a l l  thei r  fami ly and 
f r iends in Serbia .

Marr ied 22 Years

On the 3 September 
Sara and I  ce lebrated 
our 22nd Wedding 
Anniversary.  We are so 
happy together and our 

love is  growing every 
day.  We are t rue soul 
mates and complement 
each other in many 
ways.

Bui ld ing Project

We are very much in 
the process of  obta in-
ing the permiss ion 
to use our bui ld ing. 
This process can be 
s low and compl icated 
in Serbia ,  but bel ieve 
we wi l l  get  i t  soon. 
P lease,  pray for  i t . 
A l l  the main bui ld ing 
jobs on our new min-
ist ry outreach centre 
is  f in ished. Once we 
receive permiss ion to 
use our bui ld ing,  we 
wi l l  buy chairs ,  bui ld 
plat form and move in. 
Our serv ice hal l  looks 
br i l l iant . 
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.L id i ja

Our daughter L id i ja 
started e ighth grade 
of  the Serbian school 
system. She is  now 
fourteen. Next school 
year she wi l l  s tar t  sec-
ondary educat ion which 
wi l l  last  four years and 
she wi l l  f in ish with 
A- levels .  L id i ja loves 
the Lord and loves to 
be involved with the 
minist ry.  She act ive ly 
witnesses to her 
f r iends in the school , 
p lays keyboard in our 
worship team and 
s ings,  and she occa-
s ional ly g ives short 
messages to the whole 
church.  L id i ja reads 
her B ib le everyday sys-
temat ica l ly and has 
a l ready read through 
the whole Bib le once.

Thank you very much for your love,  f r iendship and support .  May the 
Lord bless you.

Sasha & Sara
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“We as the body wi l l  seek cont inual ly to 
know the Lord as our beloved, to study His 
word that we may know Him better  and that 
we may be witnesses of  Chr ist  Jesus in a l l 

the wor ld that we inhabit .

Our Vis ion

“That we as a church wi l l  seek to Reach, 
Teach and Keep, men and women, boys 

and g i r ls ,  to be c i t izens of  the K ingdom of 
Heaven accessed through Salvat ion in Chr ist 

Jesus.”

Our Values
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ARTICLES FROM THE 

WORSHIP TEAM

A Psalm. A Song at 
the dedicat ion of  the 
house of  David.

30 I  wi l l  exto l  You, O 
LORD, for  You have 
l i f ted me up, And have 
not let  my foes re jo ice 
over me. 2 O LORD my 
God, I  cr ied out to You, 
And You healed me. 3 
O LORD, You brought 
my soul  up f rom the 
grave;  You have kept 
me al ive,  that I  should 
not go down to the pi t .
[a ]  Only God can com-
plete ly heal  our heart -
aches and the wounds 
deep within  our soul .   
4 S ing pra ise to the 
LORD, you saints of 
His ,  And g ive thanks 
at  the remembrance of 
His holy name. [b ]  5 For 
His anger is  but for  a 
moment,  His favour is 
for  l i fe ;  Weeping may 

endure for  a night , 
But joy comes in the 
morning.

David was very i l l  and 
he thought that he 
was going to die .  He 
prayed to God and God 
made him wel l  again. 
So he asks everyone 
that bel ieves in God to 
pra ise God with him. 
God was angry for  a 
short  t ime, but now 
he is  not angry with 
David.

We need each other – 
to stand shoulder to 
shoulder with other 
bel ievers and shar ing 
strength with strength 
(Hebrews 10:23-25) . 

6 Now in my prosper i ty 
I  sa id,  “ I  shal l  never 
be moved.” 7 LORD, by 
Your favour You have 

A
UTHOR: David

The Story Behind 
the Psalm

David had committed a 
s in.  He had numbered 
the people.  Now when 
a leader numbered the 
people,  th is was to 
prepare them for war. 
God was not in th is 
number ing and offered 
David three choices 
of  punishment:  (1) 
seven years of  famine, 
(2)  three months of 
defeat ,  or  (3)  three 
days of  pest i lence or 
s ickness.  David chose 
the lat ter,  whereupon 
70,000 people died. 
David himsel f  became 
i l l . 

The Blessedness of 
Answered Prayer

PSALMS

PSALM 30 -  BY L INDA TALBOT
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11 You have turned for 
me my mourning into 
dancing;  You have put 
off  my sackc loth and 
c lothed me with g lad-
ness,  12 To the end 
that my g lory may s ing 
pra ise to You and not 
be s i lent .  O LORD my 
God, I  wi l l  g ive thanks 
to You forever.

What is  the worst  th ing 
that can ever happen 
to us?  What is  our 
worst  fear?   S ickness, 
death,  d ivorce,  lone-
l iness,  los ing our job, 
los ing a f r iend/re la-
t ionship are a l l  th ings 
that wi l l  make our 
st rength to fa i l  and 
weigh down our l ives 
with gr ief  . . . .  some-
t imes l i fe is  so hard 
on us that we feel  l ike 
we can’t  go on.   But 
for  a t rue chi ld of  God, 
there is  none worse 
than causing the Lord 
to turn His face away 
f rom us.   David fears 
not los ing his posses-
s ion but chief ly h is 
int imate re lat ionship 
with the Lord.   Are we 
that way?

“For His anger is  only a 
moment;  in His favour 
is  l i fe .   Weeping may 
endure for  a night , 
but joy comes in the 

morning”:

-   God, being a holy 
God, wi l l  at  t imes 
punish us to br ing us 
back to Himsel f .   We 
real ly don’t  l ike that 
–  but somet imes God 
needs to r ip th ings 
apart  and wipe c lean 
everything. 

-   This correct ion t ime 
may feel  l ike an eter-
n i ty,  and we may cry 
in great anguish and 
mourning,  but God 
assures us that ,  af ter 
our repentance and 
learning,  joy a lways 
comes . . . .  H is joy,  the 
k ind that heals and 
makes a l ive our soul 
again.

Everything about us 
(our st rength,  our 
happiness and our 
sorrows) revolves 
around our re lat ion-
ship with the Lord.  
Put that in the fore-
f ront and the very core 
of  our soul .   Let  us 
s ing and declare to the 
Lord:   “O LORD my God, 
I  wi l l  g ive You thanks 
forever !”

The Lord’s presence in 
our l ives is  based on 
our invi t ing Him to be 
there.

made my mountain 
stand strong;  You hid 
Your face,  and I  was 
t roubled.  8 I  cr ied out 
to You, O LORD; And to 
the LORD I  made sup-
pl icat ion:  9 “What 
prof i t  is  there in my 
blood, When I  go down 
to the pi t?  Wi l l  the 
dust pra ise You? Wi l l  i t 
dec lare Your t ruth?10 
Hear,  O LORD, and have 
mercy on me; LORD, be 
my helper !”

David thought himsel f 
OK in his own r ight 
and had conf idence 
in himsel f  and not 
God.   He had forgot-
ten,  through pr ide, 
that I t  was God  behind 
a l l  h is successes.    Oh 
to a lways be reminded 
that anything we do 
for  God -  i t  is  God 
that makes i t  work, 
not us –  He is  the one 
that makes i t  grow, He 
knows every person 
you come into contact 
with and to whom you 
are ca l led to be his 
hands and feet –  to 
be able to speak into 
others l ives and bui ld 
on them and in doing 
so,  they can bui ld on 
you.      Let  i t  never 
be of  ourselves,  and 
i t  a lways be a cry of 
Lord,  show me the way.  
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l i fe  is  at  r isk.  In these 
t imes he again doesn’t 
star t  the prayer or con-
versat ion with how 
dare th is happen to 
me? He says “has 
mercy on me. O lord 
for  I  am I  t rouble”.  He 
a lso openly admits “my 
strength fa l ls  because 
of  my in iqui ty” but he 
st i l l  c r ies out to mercy 
a l though basica l ly 
admitted he didn’t 
deserve i t  ( l ike us a l l 
rea l ly)

David has been pro-
c la imed an out law by 
Saul  h is f r iends had 
lef t  h im; he is  forgot-
ten l ike a dead man. 
His heart  is  heavy.  But 
again he says but as 
for  me “ I  t rust  you O 
lord”.  This shows why 
he is  a man after  Gods 
own heart .  I t ’s  incred-
ib le ;  he is  th inking of 
the lord’s name and 
isn’t  th inking woe is 
me but instead g ives 
God g lory.  And pro-
c la ims a promise “oh, 
how is your good-
ness,  which you have 
la id up for  those who 
fear you” we have 
learnt about the fear 
on Sunday about what 
k ind of  fear we should 

have.  We know this is 
not fear of  ah but a 
fear that is  in awe of 
God. But the promise 
is  that Gods goodness 
wi l l  be with us.  Do we 
want that?

This whole chapter 
shows Gods heart 
and David’s desi re 
af ter  h im. God heard 
David’s cry out .  He 
showed mercy,  k ind-
ness because with 
t rue repentance comes 
with t rue restorat ion. 
God wi l l  preserve the 
fa i thful !  He we wi l l 
be with us being out 
rock,  but the last  apple 
on the cream cake is 
the last  sentence to 
Psalm 31.  “be of  good 
courage.  And he shal l 
s t rengthen your heart . 
A l l  you who have hope 
in the lord” 

Can’t  forget the last 
part ,  a l l  you who have 
hope in the lord.  But 
you need trust  and 
hope in God. can we 
trust  God l ike David 
t rusted him? Let ’s have 
conf idence in the lord 
the God of  heaven and 
trust  he wi l l  del iver 
us and strengthen our 
earts i f  we have hope 

In the t ime, David was 
wr i t ing th is I  have 
found i t  was proba-
bly the t ime he was 
being persecuted by 
Saul .  David speaks of 
the great t rouble he 
is  in but he doesn’t 
star t  the Psalm with 
that ,  but instead i t 
star ts with “ In you. O 
lord.  I  put my trust” . 
I  know this is  cheesy 
but I  don’t  care.  David 
here to me is saying, 
t rouble of  mine? Look 
at  the God I  serve he 
is  my rock and my 
defence as i t  says in 
Psalm 62 verse 6 “ 
t ru ly he is  my rock and 
my salvat ion;  he is  my 
fort ress,  I  wi l l  not be 
shaken” David has con-
f idence in the lord ad 
is  a lso g iv ing God the 
g lory because of  the 
reasons he says

David f rom about verse 
9-13 descr ibes great 
gr ief  and a t roubled 
l i fe .  David in the last 
Psalm real ly message 
up and had many 
ki l led for  i t ,  but he 
had true repentance 
and went back to God. 
In those t imes he was 
i l l  h imsel f  and he was 
f lee ing f rom Saul .  H is 

PSALM 31 -  BY ANNA TALBOT
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wil l  see us through our 
t rouble t imes and be 
our rock.  We just  need 
a heart  af ter  God to 
bel ieve he wi l l .

Let ’s  g ive God the g lory 
as David did.  And even 
more so!

in him. This Psalm 
descr ibes so many 
reasons why we can 
and should worship 
the lord God today!  He 

place;     you protect 
me f rom trouble.     You 
surround me with 
songs of  v ictory.  8 
The LORD says,  “ I  wi l l 
guide you a long the 
best pathway for  your 
l i fe .   I  wi l l  advise 
you and watch over 
you.9 Do not be l ike 
a senseless horse or 
mule  that needs a bi t 
and br id le to keep i t 
under contro l .”10 Many 
sorrows come to the 
wicked, but unfa i l ing 
love surrounds those 
who trust  the LORD.1 
So re jo ice in the LORD 
and be g lad,  a l l  you 
who obey him! Shout 
for  joy,  a l l  you whose 
hearts are pure!

I ’ve picked out 2 
th ings in th is Psalm 
that stand out to me. 
R ight at  the very start 
of  th is Psalm we have 
a great t ruth f rom God, 
oh what joy when we 
ask for  forg iveness, 
when we confess our 
s in.   The Bib le says 
in 1 John 1 v 9 ‘ I f  we 

confess our s ins,  he 
is  fa i thful  and just 
and wi l l  forg ive us 
our s ins and pur i fy us 
f rom al l  unr ighteous-
ness. ’    When we ask 
God to forg ive us and 
turn away f rom what 
we have done wrong, 
our inher i tance is  joy.  
I t  reminds me of a 
courtroom sett ing,  God 
is the Judge on the 
r ight stands Jesus who 
is our defence and on 
the lef t  stands Satan 
our accuser.   The scene 
is  set ,  Satan comes 
before God the Judge.  
Look at  what they have 
done, look at  the s in 
they have committed, 
they deserve punish-
ment,  they are gui l ty 
and deserve to be con-
demned.  Then stands 
our Defence,  Jesus he 
walks up to the Judge’s 
seat and shows God 
the nai l  pr ints in his 
hands and says ‘ I  d ied 
for  them, here is  the 
proof .   Jesus concurs 
not only did I  take 
thei r  punishment but 

Oh, what joy for  those 
whose disobedience is 
forg iven,  whose s in is 
put out of  s ight !

2 Yes,  what joy for 
those whose record 
the LORD has c leared 
of  gui l t ,  whose l ives 
are l ived in com-
plete honesty!3 When I 
refused to confess my 
s in,  my body wasted 
away,   and I  groaned 
al l  day long.4 Day and 
night your hand of  d is-
c ip l ine was heavy on 
me. My strength evapo-
rated l ike water in the 
summer heat .5 F inal ly, 
I  confessed a l l  my s ins 
to you  and stopped 
try ing to hide my 
gui l t . I  sa id to mysel f , 
“ I  wi l l  confess my 
rebel l ion to the LORD.”  
And you forgave me! 
A l l  my gui l t  is  gone. 
6 Therefore,  let  a l l 
the godly pray to you 
whi le there is  st i l l 
t ime,  that they may 
not drown in the f lood-
waters of  judgment.7 
For you are my hiding 

PSALM 32 -  BY MARK HAYDOCK
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plan for  a l l  of  us.   He 
has a minist ry for 
us.   A l l  through the 
Bib le i t  te l ls  us that 
God di rects our paths, 
Psalm 119:105 Your 
word is  a lamp to 
guide my feet and a 
l ight for  my path.   we 
just  have to t rust  h im. 
He can see the begin-
ning f rom the end.  He 
only has the best for 
us,  Matthew 7:9-11  
“You parents—i f  your 
chi ldren ask for  a loaf 
of  bread, do you g ive 
them a stone instead? 
10 Or i f  they ask for  a 
f ish,  do you g ive them 
a snake? Of course 
not !  11 So i f  you s inful 
people know how to 
g ive good g i f ts  to your 
chi ldren,  how much 
more wi l l  your heav-
enly Father g ive good 
g i f ts  to those who ask 
him. I ts  t rust ing him 
that we have to do,  let 
God take the steer ing 
wheel  as i t  was.  

Acts 9 :  10-19  Now 
there was a bel iever [b ] 
in Damascus named 
Ananias.  The Lord 
spoke to him in 
a v is ion,  ca l l ing, 
“Ananias!” “Yes,  Lord!” 
he repl ied.

11 The Lord said,  “Go 

over to Stra ight St reet , 
to the house of  Judas. 
When you get there, 
ask for  a man f rom 
Tarsus named Saul .  He 
is  praying to me r ight 
now. 12 I  have shown 
him a v is ion of  a man 
named Ananias coming 
in and lay ing hands 
on him so he can see 
again.”

13 “But Lord,” 
exc la imed Ananias, 
“ I ’ve heard many 
people ta lk about 
the terr ib le th ings 
th is man has done 
to the bel ievers [c ] 
in Jerusalem! 14 And 
he is  author ized by 
the leading pr iests to 
arrest  everyone who 
cal ls  upon your name.”

15 But the Lord said, 
“Go,  for  Saul  is  my 
chosen instrument to 
take my message to 
the Gent i les and to 
k ings,  as wel l  as to the 
people of  Israel .16 And 
I  wi l l  show him how 
much he must suffer 
for  my name’s sake.”

17 So Ananias went 
and found Saul .  He 
la id his hands on him 
and said,  “Brother 
Saul ,  the Lord Jesus, 
who appeared to you 

the accepted me, they 
are mine.   Then God 
the Judge speaks up, 
the debt is  paid in fu l l .  
Case dismissed.

Repent in the dict ion-
ary says ‘ to express 
s incere regret  or 
remorse about our 
wrong doing or s in’ .  
That must be our part , 
we regret  s incere ly 
that we have offended 
God, when we ask for 
forg iveness i ts  gone, 
the s in is  no more,  the 
pr ice has been paid in 
fu l l  as i t  says in verse 
5.  F inal ly,  I  confessed 
a l l  my s ins to you and 
stopped try ing to hide 
my gui l t .  I  sa id to 
mysel f ,  “ I  wi l l  confess 
my rebel l ion to the 
LORD.” And you forgave 
me! A l l  my gui l t  is 
gone.

Our future is  mapped 
out ,  we have a Lord 
who is in contro l  of 
everything in our l ives.  
Psalm 23 v 2 & 3 “He 
makes me l ie down 
in green pastures,  he 
leads me beside quiet 
waters ,3  he ref reshes 
my soul .  He guides me 
along the r ight paths 
for  h is name’s sake.”

God has an eternal 
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Seated in his carr iage, 
he was reading a loud 
f rom the book of  the 
prophet Isa iah.

29 The Holy Spi r i t  sa id 
to Phi l ip ,  “Go over and 
walk a long beside the 
carr iage.”

30 Phi l ip ran over and 
heard the man reading 
f rom the prophet 
Isa iah.  Phi l ip asked, 
“Do you understand 
what you are reading?”

 Phi l ip was ca l led out 
of  a place of  b less-
ing to a dusty road.  
God cal led him for that 
purpose to speak to 
a man leading him to 
the Lord.   God had a 
plan for  both of  them, 
Ananias and Phi l ip .   We 
only get a g l impse of  a 
part  of  thei r  l ives but 
we see a ca l l ing,  l is -
tening and a doing.

So what is  the chal -
lenge f rom this for  us?

1.  I ts  to real ise that 
we are forg iven of 
everything.  I ts  only us 
that chooses to remem-
ber these things,  we 
are forg iven whole 
heartedly

2.  Is  to t rust  God 

in everything,  to seek 
him, to turn over 
our l ives to the one 
who sees the begin-
ning f rom the end and 
of  course to be obe-
dient to his instruc-
t ion because he has 
a di rect ion and a 
purpose for  us.

on the road, has sent 
me so that you might 
regain your s ight and 
be f i l led with the Holy 
Spi r i t .”  18 Instant ly 
something l ike scales 
fe l l  f rom Saul ’s eyes, 
and he regained his 
s ight .  Then he got up 
and was bapt ized.  19 
Af terward he ate some 
food and regained his 
st rength.

 Ananias had to t rust 
what he was to ld a lot 
depended on that he 
knew al l  about Saul 
and the persecut ion of 
the Church but he was 
dest ined to pray for 
Paul  and was obedient 
to what he was cal led 
to do even though i t 
could have been death 
for  h im.  

Acts 8 :26-30  As for 
Phi l ip ,  an angel  of 
the Lord said to him, 
“Go south[b]  down 
the desert  road that 
runs f rom Jerusalem to 
Gaza.” 27 So he started 
out ,  and he met the 
t reasurer of  Ethiopia , 
a eunuch of  great 
author i ty under the 
Kandake,  the queen of 
Ethiopia .  The eunuch 
had gone to Jerusalem 
to worship,  28 and he 
was now returning. 
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LADIES OF THE BIBLE... 

LYDIA!

Writ ten by Carol  Duxbury       

smal l  but industr i -
ous manufactur ing c i ty, 
where she may have 
l ived with her parents 
or  re lat ives  and thus 
learned her t rade,  but 
we are not to ld. . . . .

The dye she used was 
taken f rom the root of 
the Madder plant ,  the 
smal l  ye l low f lower 
would have been 
pul led off  and i t ’s 
f leshy root fermented 
to yei ld the dye.   I ’m 
quite sure,  l ike a l l 
competent business 
people thw wholw 
f lower would have had 
a use. . . . .

We are a lso to ld that 
the c i t ies part icular 
water supply contr ib-
uted to the qual i ty and 
desi reabi l i ty of  the dye 
f rom Thyat i ra . . . . Lydia 
then moved to the 
colony of  Phi l l ip i . . . .
Poss ib ly for  business 

opportuni t ies ,  who 
knows?

Whatever the reason 
that our woman 
decided to make her 
home in Phi l l ip i ,  i t 
proved to be the r ight 
one for  her,   her busi -
ness f lour ished in th is 
luxury lov ing colony.  
Lydia’s purple c loth 
appealed to the lav ish 
tastes of  the Roman 
ar istocr isy. . . . . .

We are g iven no idea of 
the t imes,  how’s,  why’s 
and wherefores that 
caused Lydia to change 
her re l ig ious prefer-
ences and a l leg iances 
f rom the ancestra l 
gods and pagan trade 
gui lds,  to the God of 
Israel ,  but th is she 
sure ly did. . . .

A l though Lydia was an 
ordinary and humble 
woman, i t  was through 

V
ery l i t t le is 
sa id of  Lydia 
in the Bib le .  A 

woman, surpr ise sur-
pr ise. . .  therefore very 
l i t t le is  real ly known 
of her except ,  what we 
read, theologians opin-
ions,  wr i ters specula-
t ion and more general 
conjectures.

Much the same as we 
know from some of the 
other women we’ve 
looked at th is ser ies . . . .
A l though i t ’s  more than 
fa i r  to say that ,  as we 
wi l l  see,  God again, 
uses ordinary people 
to do extraordinary 
th ings. . . .

Lydia was born and 
ra ised in Thyat i ra , 
which is  in the middle 
of  modern day Turkey .

She would have 
learned the craf t  of 
dyeing purple in th is 

OASIS
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not many mighty,  not 
many noble are ca l led.  
But God had chosen 
the fool ish th ings 
of  the wor ld to put 
to shame the things 
which are mighty,  and 
God has chosen the 
base things of  the 
wor ld and the things 
which are despised God 
has chosen, and the 
things which are not , 
to br ing to nothing the 
things that are,  that no 
f lesh shal l  g lory in His 
presence”

Just  th ink what God 
can do with the l i fe 
that has yei lded i tse l f 
wi l l ing ly to Him. . .We’ve 
heard t ime and t ime 
again recent ly that 
i f  we only have the 
desi re to serve God. . .
then He wi l l  do the 
rest . . .

We read in v13 that 
Lydia was at  a prayer 
meet ing.  Women only. 
on the r iverbank and 
outs ide the c i ty wal ls . .

She was obviously a 
s incere and re l ig ious 
person but not yet 
born again of  the Spir i t 
of  the L iv ing God. Her 
heart  not yet opened 
to the Saviour. . .  A pro-
sy l i te no doubt .  

John 1 v11:12. .”He 
came to his own, and 
His own did not receive 
Him.  But to as many 
as received him, to 
them He gave the r ight 
to become the chi ldren 
of  God, to those who 
bel ieved in His name”.

How many people 
th ink and act  th is 
way,  s incere,  wi l l ing 
to learn,  go to church 
regular ly but not 
Chr ist ians!

The women were jo ined 
as they prayed on this 
part icular  evening 
by four men,  Paul , 
Timothy,  Luke and S i las 
to be prec ice. . .

Why we might ask i f 
the t ravel lers were 
actual ly looking for  the 
women to ta lk  to . . . .
rea l ly?

There was very obvi -
sously no synagogue 
in Phi l l ip i  for  them 
to go to,  which would 
have meant that there 
was not even 10 God 
fear ing men to be 
found at that t ime in 
the colony. . . .There 
needed to be a quoram 
of ten Jewish men in 
a c i ty to form a syna-
gogue. . . .The prosty l i tes 

her,  under the leading 
of  A lmighty God that 
the test imony of  Chr ist 
Jesus passed into 
Europe.  

God del ights to use 
ordinary fo lks ,  people 
with a desi re to be 
used, those ready and 
wi l l ing to serve for 
h is Glory Name and 
the extension of  His 
k ingdom.. .

I f  not for  God’s 
Grac ious deal ings with 
her,  v14,  we probably 
would never heard any-
thing more than the 
t i t le Luke had g iven 
to Lydia ,  “Sel ler  of 
purple”.  

Lydia was the 
channel  whom God 
had chosen. . . . . . .  and 
through which He 
could work!   In much 
the same way that 
He chose Wi l l iam 
Carey to take the 
message to India .  
David L iv ingstone 
toAfr ica. . . . . . . in thei r 
t ime. . . . .

1  Cor 1v26:29. . . 
reminds us. . . . . .

For  you see bretheren, 
that not many wise 
according to the f lesh, 
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also being bapt ised to 
v15-16. .

Our B ib le woman Lydia, 
on the one hand was 
an ordinary woman 
with a deep desi re for 
God, who opened up 
her heart  to let  the 
Saviour in . . . .

We have no idea i f 
she ever marr ied or 
was perhaps widowed, 
we are only to ld that 
her Household were 
a l l  saved and bap-
t ised.   On the other 
hand though. . .To have 
a “Household” could 
say that she was a 
very astute and pros-
perous  woman in a 
most decidedly “Man’s 
wor ld”. . .

However we look at  her 
today. .She was proba-
bly the f i rst  European 
convert ,  who was in 
the r ight f rame of mind 
and in the r ight p lace 
at  the r ight t ime. . . . .
How can we learn form 
Lydia? How can she 
encourage and chal -
lenge our l ives?

She pursued truth. . . .

Would you or I  have 
l is tened to the men so 
intent ly,  or  would we 

have been dist racted 
by babbl ing brooks or 
th is weeks meal  p lans. 
Not so Lydia . .

Too hot or too cold 
might d i tst ract  us 
f rom the word in a 
sunday meet ing or at 
a B ib le study or in 
the st i l l  quiet  of  our 
prayer c loset ,  what ’s 
on te l ly? ,  what ’s for 
d inner? .

Proverbs te l ls  us 
repeatedly to ca l l  out 
to God for  ins ight 
and apply our minds 
to understanding. .
Prov2:2 . . . .

Are we s imply sat is f ied 
with just  bel iev ing. . .or 
do we act ive ly seek the 
Lord and study to get 
to known Him better?

She jo ined others in 
prayer. . .

There was no local  syn-
ogogue!  Lydia could 
have decided to stay 
home and pray,  but she 
didn’t ,  she sought out 
others to pray with and 
jo ined them..Act16:13. . .

The prayer meet ing in 
general  is  the poorest 
at tended meet ing 
of  the week in any 

or women bel ievers 
therefore gathered at 
the r iver. . . . . .

The women rose to 
greet the newcomers, 
a l though somewhat 
caut iously,  at  f i rs t . . . .

They ladies soon dis-
covered thei r  hesi tance 
was unecessary as Paul 
began to speak of  the 
One cal led Jesus. . . .

Lydia was swept away 
by his words and we 
read that “The Lord 
opened her heart  to 
heed the things spoken 
by Paul”v14

I  can only imagine 
what those of  her 
household thought 
as th is d isheveled 
sopping wet babbl ing 
woman bursted in the 
house. . .had she fa l len 
in the r iver, , , ,my good-
ness what could have 
happened?  No doubt 
wrapping hersel f  in a 
b lanket or suchl ike, 
she,   without hesi ta-
t ion but wel l  and tru ly 
exc i ted,  to ld  everyone 
in the house,  of  her 
new found fa i th and 
her bapt ism.  Her news 
and her joy resul ted 
the enire house-
hold jo in ing her and 
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t ime to fe l lowship, 
t ime to pray and on 
the g lor ious day she 
met the Lord Jesus 
Chr ist  to ,  she pr ior i -
t ised. . .We have been 
set f ree. .Galat ions 5:1 
reminds us to “Stand 
fast  in the l iberty 
wherewith Chr ist  has 
made us f ree and be 
not entangled again 
with the yoke of 
bondage”

Do you know that i t ’s 
a b ig fat  l ie  of  the evi l 
one that we need to 
organise our t imes, 
t ime for work,  t ime for 
church,  t ime for God. . .
Ooooohh and what 
about t ime for me? Just 
a b ig fat  l ie .

“Seek the Lord whi le 
He may be found, ca l l 
upon Him whi le He is 
near”

Is 55:6 .   Don’t  juggle 
your t ime or your 
responsib i l i t ies . . . .

Prov29:25 te l ls  us “The 
fear of  man wi l l  be a 
snare,  but whoever 
t rusts in the Lord is 
kept safe”

She promptly obeyed.

Lydia and her whole 

household were bap-
t ised,  they weren’t 
forced into i t ,   God 
chal lenged they 
responded. . .What is 
the Lord asking of  you 
today? L isten,  obey, 
today.  Do what He asks 
now. Tomorrow may be 
too late . .

Lydia served with her 
whole heart . .

The woman begged 
a lmost ,   that the 4 
guys stayed at her 
home. . .She was a busi -
ness woman, perhaps 
her home was a com-
fortable one,  perhaps 
she gave them f inance 
for  thei r  journey and 
food susta in them 
dur ing thei r  t r ip .

What she did,  she did 
wi l l ing ly. . .Shar ing what 
we have with others is 
showing Chr ist ian love 
pract ica l ly. .

“Share with the 
Lord;s people who 
are in need, Pract ice 
hospi ta l i ty”

Roms 12:13

Lydia did what she 
could using what she 
had. .Are we wi l l ing to 
sacr i f ice ,  to use what 

church. . . I t  is  sa id and 
i t  was on the f ront 
cover of  th is month’s 
magazine “Prayer is 
the engine room of the 
church”. . .  th ink about 
that ser iously fo lks . . . .
What importance to 
we place on corporate 
prayer?  

The Acts of  the 
Apost les I  th ink would 
have been a very di f -
ferent book had the 
bel ievers not met for 
prayer.  Would Paul 
and his companians 
remained in ja i l ? . . . .
Would the ja i ler  and 
his fami ly have ever 
been saved?

We miss out on so 
much when we neglect 
to meet together. . .

When we fe l lowship 
together. .Hebrews 
10v25 says “Not g iv ing 
up meet ing together, 
as some are in the 
habi t  of  doing,  but 
encouraging one 
another. . .and a l l  the 
more as you see the 
day approaching”

She set pr ior i t ies . . .

She contro l led her 
business i t  d idn’t 
contro l  her,  she found 
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The one who just 
may have started 
the church at  was at 
Phi l l ip i  and had some 
part  in the one at 
Thyat i ra spoken of  by 
the Lord Himsel f  in 
Revelat ion 2. . . . I  th ink 
so. .

The one who pursued 
truth. . . . . .

Set  pr ior i t ies . . . . . . .

Obeyed promptly. . . . . .

Served with her wholw 
heart . . . . .

Most certa in ly we can 
learn f rom her. . . I f  we 
chose to!

Matthew 11:15 g ives us 
the r ight advise.

“He that has ears . . . let 
h im hear”Amen

we have to help those 
people who need our 
f r iendship,  our prac-
t ic le support  and our 
prayer? We cannot g ive 
to others what we do 
not posess!

Can we learn anything 
f rom the seemingly 
ins igni f icant woman 
whose ent i re c la im 
to fame amounts to 3 
verses of  scr ipture in 
Acts chapter 16?
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HOW JOY COMES IN THE 

MORNING

Writ ten by Jamie Boulton      

doing as they should, 
the drunkard repents, 
the br ide marr ies , 
the farmers farm, the 
pr iests worship God. 
And to the l is teners 
the lack of  s in for  th is 
punishment couldn’t 
be c learer.

but that ’s because this 
warning isn’t  to these 
people about thei r  s in, 
i ts  about the coming 
of  the day of  the Lord, 
and not what you must 
do to avoid i t ,  because 
i t  cant be avoided i t  is 
a f ixed point in t ime 
and i t  wi l l  happen. 

the chal lenge is  so 
di fferent to Hosea, 
wr i t ten to people who 
were denying God in 
order to escape some-
thing that is  coming. 

Here in Joel  chapter 1 
the chal lenge is  what 
wi l l  you do with the 

news that whi lst  you 
go about your l i fe , 
even serv ing God in i t , 
a day wi l l  come l ike 
the thief  in the night . 
i t  is  coming,  i t  could 
be today or in a thou-
sand years .  So what do 
you do with that news?

V14,  pray,  fast ,  cry to 
the Lord,  but not for 
i t  to end, so that a l l 
that might here i t  may 
cry God save me. Have 
mercy on me, let  me 
be on the r ight s ide of 
th is day. 

No where does i t  say 
ca l l  for  the terr ib le day 
of  the Lord,  no where 
does i t  say re jo ice in 
the day of  the Lord. 
Instead to a l l  those 
who are good and 
r ight ,  gather together 
and pray,  share the 
message amongst 
a l l  the generat ions, 
dec lare the t ruth of  i t , 

P
lease Read Joel 
Chapter 3

We saw in chapter 
1 that the theme of 
Joe l  is  the great and 
terr ib le day of  the 
Lord.   a date f ixed in 
History as the Lord 
ca l l ing t ime on the 
opportuni ty to repent 
and come to Him. 

But the message of  Joe l 
was the f i rst  t ime that 
people heard i t .  And 
the message goes out 
to young and old,  and 
to those who are going 
about thei r  var ious 
parts of  dai ly l i fe .

A l l  are ca l led to howl , 
None of  them are the 
reason for  the day, 
none are to b lame for 
th is ca lamity,  not even 
the drunkard.

But here is  the main 
point ,  they are a l l 

JOEL 3
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was at hand and could 
come at any t ime. 

The other t rumpet was 
the Hacoceroth,  the 
s i lver t rumpets b lown 
only by the pr iests in 
order to ca l l  people to 
the tabernacle ,  to ca l l 
them to move with the 
presence of  the Lord. 

Joe l  te l ls  the people 
to b low this and move 
with the presence of 
the Lord,  for  the nature 
of  the Lord is  mercy, 
and His Holy Spi r i t  is 
ca l led to the lost  of 
th is wor ld,  to seek and 
to save,  and to convict 
of  s in,  of  r ighteous-
ness and judgment to 
come. 

So the t rumpet ca l ls  us 
to look upon the lost , 
on those who wi l l  be 
on the wrong s ide of 
the great and terr ib le 
day of  the Lord and to 
have compassion,  and 
not hate,  we should be 
broken for  those who 
are in th is s i tuat ion. 
But not a prayer that 
the day of  the Lord 
would not come, but 
that they may come 
through to the day of 
restorat ion. 

So let  us blow the 

rams horn of  warning, 
let  us who know the 
Lord and have a r ight 
re lat ionship with Him 
act in the way of 
His nature.  Knowing 
that the Pentecosta l 
in f i l l ing of  the Holy 
Spi r i t  is  a measure of 
the restorat ion which 
wi l l  be completed in 
the Mi l lennia l  re ign, 
just  af ter  the day of 
the Lord. 

And what came after 
Joe l  was a l l  the other 
prophets who proph-
es ied destruct ion to 
the Godless and back-
s l idden. but before we 
get there,  lets do this , 
because the day of  the 
Lord is  certa in,  so let 
us save as many as 
we can, we who know 
Chr ist .

the theme of the thi rd 
and f inal  chapter of 
Joe l  is  what you tend 
to expect f rom the last 
chapter of  most of  the 
prophets and that ’s a 
message of  hope and 
restorat ion. 

And certa in ly,  a l though 
there is  st i l l  some 
pretty dark parts to 
th is chapter,  they 
are a l l  poured out on 
the enemy and God’s 

ca l l  people to repent , 
as many as can,  as 
many as wi l l ,  f rom al l 
t imes,  for  i t  wi l l  come 
suddenly. 

L ike the name Jehovah, 
i t ’s  the benevolent 
mercy to avoid before 
the coming judgment. 

We don’t  know who 
Joel  audience was,  but 
what we know from the 
text  is  th is wasn’t  a 
message to the godless 
and s inners ,  backsl id-
den, i t  was a message 
to the committed and 
the secure.  Quick ly go 
te l l  everyone, pray and 
fast  for  them, save as 
many as you can act  in 
mercy. 

and this took us to Joel 
two, which descr ibed 
the merc i less per i l 
of  fa l l ing prey to the 
Locust army. But the 
chal lenge was about 
two trumpets. 

The rams horn,  which 
was to sound an a larm, 
ca l l ing us as watchmen 
to announce the per i l 
or  face the t ruth that 
the blood of  others 
would be upon our own 
heads i f  we didn’t  te l l 
them the great and ter-
r ib le day of  the Lord 
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joy is  conta ined, is 
the restorat ion shown 
in Joel  2 which is  a 
descr ipt ion of  the 
events and s i tuat ion of 
the Mi l lennia l  re ign. 

So what is  a chapter 
about restorat ion of 
the Lord’s people 
doing here,  when 
those who don’t  l is ten 
to the warning wi l l 
be destroyed by the 
locust army, and those 
that do l is ten to the 
warning wi l l  a l ready be 
on the Lord’s s ide?

A mystery now ensues 
for  the one who 
doesn’t  just  t rust  to a 
bib l ica l  formula,  but 
asks the quest ions 

But we must remem-
ber that i t  is  Israel 
which is  in v iew of the 
prophet and his audi -
ence here,  and the 
prophecy of  Joe l  has 
been concerning Israel 
and the great and ter-
r ib le day of  the Lord, 
the church,  was not in 
the prophet ’s v iew.

So what does happen 
to Israel  in th is 
t ime f rame. A quick 
reminder to us of  the 
per iod of  the Great and 
terr ib le day of  the Lord 

f rom Israel ’s  point of 
v iew helps us to f igure 
th is out . 

Danie l  9 :23-27 the 
per iod of  Danie ls 
v is ion was 70 weeks, 
referr ing to a week 
of  years ,  so that ’s 70 
x 7 = 490.  but what 
happens at  the end of 
the 70 weeks of  years? 
v27,  what was decreed 
wi l l  be poured out on 
the desolater.  And this 
is  what we see here in 
Joel  chapter 3 . 

The locust army, wi l l 
themselves be brought 
under judgment for 
the desolat ion i t  has 
poured out on Israel . 
But of  course th is 
seems terr ib ly unfa i r, 
when i t  is  the Lord 
who caused the locusts 
to pour out on Israel . 

But before we get to 
that stage,  we go f rom 
the decree to rebui ld 
Jerusalem (which is 
the decree of  Cyrus, 
l is ter  in Ezra 1) to the 
Messiah being cut off 
62 weeks plus 7 ( the 7 
coming f i rst  between 
the decree to bui ld 
Jerusalem and the con-
struct ion of  the temple 
foundat ions) ,  And then 
a gap, Danie l  d idn’t 

people are a l l  good and 
restored and every-
th ings great so yay! !

Except ,  we have to 
remind ourselves again 
that th is message 
isn’t  to the backsl id-
den to encourage them 
to repent ,  g iv ing them 
a hope in the distant 
future.  I t  is  to those 
who might go out and 
share the message of 
coming doom so that 
people might avoid i t . 

The Coming doom, as 
establ ished in chapter 
2 is  at  the hands of 
the locust army, but at 
the Lord’s command. 
against  those,  whom 
Hosea establ ished 
walked away. 

so in the real i ty of 
what the f i rst  two 
chapters taught us, 
th is one real ly doesn’t 
make any sense as a 
chapter about resto-
rat ion,  when the chal -
lenge was to go out 
and warn people of  the 
danger so they have 
a wedding feast  expe-
r ience rather than a 
great and terr ib le day 
of  the Lord exper ience. 

and the morning that 
comes af ter,  in which 
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revelat ion te l ls  us 
is  the per iod when 
the ant i -Chr ist  is 
revealed) . 

Now this real ly doesn’t 
have to be compl i -
cated to us.  But i t 
is  important that we 
understand that Joe l 
3 is  referr ing to the 
t ime per iod of  these 
7 years ,  and yet as 
prophecy is  pattern, 
i t  is  a lso a repeated 
theme in part  in many 
of  Israel ’s  returns 
f rom Exi le (of  which 
there have been two, 
the t r ibulat ion per iod 
being the thi rd) . 

So we can see the 
t ime f rame Joel  is 
ta lk ing about ,  yet 
we are st i l l  le f t  with 
the problem of what 
that would mean to 
the people l is tening 
to Joel ,  who have not 
had Danie l ’s  proph-
ecy and are hear ing 
a l l  of  these things for 
the f i rs t  t ime. And 
we have establ ished 
that Joe l  hasn’t  con-
demned them of s in, 
the purpose is  for 
them to warn people 
of  th is coming day so 
they escape i t .  And i f 
they don’t  heed this 
warning then they wi l l 

not endure i t ,  they wi l l 
be consumed by i t . 

So who is being 
restored here in 
Chapter 3 ,  where does 
this f i t  in the picture 
of  the rapture of  the 
church,  the t r ibulat ion 
per iod,  and then the 
coming of  the Lord in 
His great and terr ib le 
day fo l lowed by 1000 
years of  perfect  ru le . 

Because to the audi-
ence they are hear ing 
for  the f i rs t  t ime in 
th is prophecy some-
thing about these who 
are being restored. 
They are Ex i les ! ! 

but they aren’t  hear ing 
i t  for  the f i rs t  t ime, 
because this restora-
t ion f rom being ex i led 
took them to the law, 
something they were 
present ly aware of  due 
to the Godly nature of 
the people of  Israel  at 
the t ime. Deuteronomy 
30:1-9 ,  Joe l ’s  3rd 
chapter is  not new, to 
those hear ing i t  they 
are seeing what they 
know could happen, 
and have been to ld i t 
wi l l  happen. But so 
wi l l  the next part  of 
the promise. 

know what i t  was,  i t 
is  the stopping of  the 
c lock,  i t  is  the age we 
l ive in,  which Romans 
11:25 ca l ls  the t ime of 
the Gent i les , 

and then one week 
lef t ,  7 years ,  we Know 
this as the great 
Tr ibulat ion per iod. 
And this is  ushered 
in Danie l  says by the 
lawless one making a 
covenant with many 
about Israel ’s  re l ig ious 
system, which he then 
breaks.  

What has stopped that 
happening a l ready? 2 
Thessalonians 2:1-9 
verse 6-7 te l ls  us he 
is  held back,  by some-
thing that needs 
to be removed, 1 
Thessalonians 4:13-18 
which is  the church. 

And so Danie l  can’t 
see what’s going on 
between the 69th and 
70th week, but we see 
that i t  is  the church, 
because i t  is  fu l l  of 
the Holy Spi r i t ,  which 
is  l ight in the wor ld, 
but then the l ight 
is  removed, and the 
lawless one is  revealed 
( th is could be at  the 
start  of  the 7 weeks or 
in the middle,  which 
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by mercy and grace. 

So the point is  that the 
ex i les who return,  are 
the ones who respond 
to the message of 
sa lvat ion. 

But again,  we’ve 
establ ished i f  we are 
blowing a rams horn 
to warn of  the coming 
judgment,  and those 
who l is ten are saved, 
and the ones that 
don’t  per ish,  who is 
th is th i rd group?

Wel l  th is is  where we 
come to understand 
Israel  in the t r ibulat ion 
per iod,  and i ts  who 
Joel  is  ta lk ing about , 
for  the rapture of  the 
church and the coming 
of  the Lord are not the 
same event .  the inter-
vening per iod,  in which 
the ant i -Chr ist  has 
f ree re ign means there 
are no longer anyone 
blowing rams horns. 
And so the Lord has a 
plan.  Romans 11:1-7 , 
the E lect . 

but how wi l l  they 
get saved. Romans 
10:11-19 Wel l  only by 
hear ing the gospel ,  yet 
between them hear ing 
i t  and responding to i t 
wi l l  happen the rapture 

of  the church and this 
group wi l l  ex ist .  Yet 
they wi l l  go through 
one of  the darkest 
t r ia ls ,  yet  Mark 13:14-
27,  the e lect  cannot 
fa l l  because as Paul 
to ld us in Romans thei r 
e lect ion is  by i r res ist -
ib le Grace. 

and not to look ahead, 
but to understand that 
the reason the Lord 
has done this is  so 
there wi l l  s t i l l  be a 
b lowing of  the rams 
horn and Hacoreth, 
in th is t ime per iod, 
but to everyone who 
responds.  Revelat ion 
20:4

And so as we blow the 
rams horn people wi l l 
miss the t r ibulat ion 
per iod,  and then in 
the t r ibulat ion per iod 
the e lect  wi l l  b low the 
rams horn

But the prophesy is 
not to the e lect ,  i ts 
now against  those 
who stood against  the 
people of  God. 

Now think of  a l l  those 
psalms where the 
wr i ters are cry ing out 
for  the day the Lord 
wi l l  br ing the wicked 
into thei r  own snare. 

Yet look at 
Deuteronomy 30:6 , 
because this te l ls  us 
something that we 
often get confused 
about when i t  comes 
to Israel .  Romans 
2:28-29 I t  is  not a l l 
Jews,  as shown by the 
idea that i ts  just  the 
ex i les of  Judah and 
Jerusalem (not meaning 
only those two tr ibes 
but a l l  those who lef t 
the north to come to 
the nat ion where the 
temple and worship of 
the t rue Lord was) ,But 
actual ly i ts  just  those 
who Jeremiah 4:4 . 
Remove the foreskin of 
thei r  heart . 

the foreskin on a 
penis covers a sensi -
t ive g land, I t  actual ly 
deadens sensat ion,  i ts 
removal  exposes a very 
sensi t ive area,  and 
removes that deaden-
ing effect . 

The heart  must have 
the same aspect ,  to 
create in me a c lean 
heart ,  or  to remove our 
stony hearts . 

The deadness of  the 
law and the let ter, 
which k i l ls  is  removed 
by Chr ist ,  the sensi t ive 
heart  is  now exposed 
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anit -chr ist

They offer  the Lord 
a br ibe which is  the 
other nature of  satan, 
the balam nature. 

They removed the gold 
and s i lver meaning the 
loot ing of  the temple 
by both Babylon and 
Rome. To the audience 
this may have been 
another terr i fy ing con-
sequence they had not 
considered. 

And then in verse 6, 
se l l ing to the Greeks, 
but the word isn’t 
Greeks is  Javan, a son 
of  Japeth,  whom we 
bel ieve became the 
Greeks.  But the point 
is  that they were 
taken to another con-
t inent .  Or to put i t  in 
a s lavery sense,  they 
were snatched f rom 
their  homes and taken 
over the sea far  f rom 
their  homes. 

I t  is  for  these cr imes 
and the death to l l ’s 
which ensued that the 
Lord,  through Joel  now 
denounces them and 
advises what is  coming 
thei r  way.  And this s i t -
uat ion reminds us of 
the 5th seal  of  revela-
t ion.  Revelat ion 6:9-11 

for  i t  is  not of  Himsel f 
the Lord gets angry, 
but for  when the Apple 
of  His eye is  touched. 
His br ide to be wi l l  be 
avenged, yet the Lord 
is  g iv ing these people 
the t ime to repent ,  to 
hear the rams horn, 
but they wi l l  have to 
be wi l l ing to die for 
thei r  fa i th in th is t ime. 

To the nat ions is  pro-
c la imed the wrath of 
the most feared people 
on the planet at  the 
t ime, the Sabeans, 
of ten thought to be 
the Mongols of  Genghis 
Khan fame who ra ided, 
p i l laged and raped. No 
one knew where they 
came from, they l ived 
a nomadic l i fe ,  but in 
a war l ike way that has 
never been repeated, 
in t ruth,  a real  locust 
army who consumed on 
the move and had no 
mercy. 

But i t  is  the batt le 
which Joel  now 
descr ibes and hinted at 
in verse 2. 

i ts  locat ion seems 
to be the val ley of 
Jehosphat . 

but the val ley in 
which the judgment 

=Think of  the history 
of  the Church and of 
Israel  and the many, 
many martyrs . 

Verse 3 –  6 l is t  the 
cr imes.  The sel l ing of 
human beings,  just  to 
meet bodi ly lusts .  A 
denouncement on the 
enemies of  Israel  at 
th is point (no ment ion 
of  Assyr ia is  why we 
know the age of  th is 
book makes i t  the 
o ldest prophet) .  Tyre 
and s idon is where 
Jezebel  came from, 
whom ki l led the proph-
ets of  the Lord,  and 
her offspr ing infected 
both Israel  and Judah. 
In fact  many think Joel 
prophesied at  the t ime 
of  Joash’s ear ly re ign, 
af ter  Athal ia ,  Jezebels 
daughter had tr ied to 
k i l l  David’s l ine. 

Jezebel  represents that 
dragon l ike destruct ive 
nature of  satan.  For 
she was a cold-hearted 
k i l ler  and destroyer. 
But is  real ly Babylon, 
the fa lse re l ig ion

And of  course Phi l is ta 
was Israel ’s  ancient 
enemy, with i ts  7 
k ings,  represent ing 
the 7 headed beast , 
or  k ingdom of the 
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your ploughshares into 
sword.  Declare your 
own strength,  even 
though you are weak. 

Form a coal i t ion 
against  the Lord, 
br ing your champions, 
meaning the gol iaths. 
Because they are going 
to go down in just  the 
same way. 

v12-13 te l l  us what we 
know, th is is  a judg-
ment on these there 
next dest inat ion wi l l 
be Revelat ion 20:5 & 
13-15 no mi l lennia l 
re ign,  no more chance 
of  repentance.

For the s ick le is 
referred to,  which goes 
in only at  the t ime the 
grapes are ready,  thei r 
most ju ic iest .  but the 
vats are fu l l ,  there is 
no longer anywhere to 
store th is wine, 

But what does i t  repre-
sent? Revelat ion 14:14-
20.  I t  is  wrath,  the 
grapes of  wrath,  but 
as red wine is  some-
t imes mistaken for 
b lood, John is c lear to 
us,  i t  is  b lood which v 
20 te l ls  us That is ,  two 
hundred mi les ;  cov-
er ing a space of  two 
hundred mi les square 

-  a lake of  b lood. to 
the height of  a horses 
nose. 

Now we have asked 
what do we as a 
church do with the 
informat ion that the 
great and terr ib le day 
of  the Lord is  coming, 
we have asked what 
would these Godly 
sorts in Israel ,  hear ing 
Joel ’s  message for  the 
f i rst  t ime do.  Now the 
Lord asks through Joel 
to the nat ions who 
persecute and ki l l  the 
people of  God, what 
wi l l  you do. 

v14 changes the name 
of the val ley again, 
now i t  is  a val ley of 
Decis ion.  and there are 
mult i tudes upon mult i -
tudes in i t ,  the word in 
Hebrew being Hamon, 
( i ronica l ly ( look at 
Esther))  and i t  means 
an abundant number 
of  people in confusion, 
making a great noise. 
And in case your won-
der ing what the Lord’s 
heart  about th is is . 
Jonah 4:10-11

But the decis ion is  now 
to those in th is va l ley. 
for  i f  they being weak 
chose to stand against 
the Lord then Joel 

upon severa l  heathen 
nat ions took place 
under Jehoshaphat 
and which received 
the name of Val ley 
of  b less ing,  f rom the 
feast  of  thanksgiv ing 
which Jehoshaphat held 
there (2Ch_20:22-26) , 
is  not where Zechar iah 
te l ls  us th is batt le wi l l 
take place,  Zechar iah 
14:1-4 for  that va l ley is 
the val ley of  K idron. 

The place where 
Jos iah ground up a l l 
of  the idols ,  the place 
Jesus crossed to go to 
Gethsemane and the 
place where the temple 
f loor was washed of  i ts 
b lood and excrement 
and waste of  the dai ly 
sacr i f ices.  I t  is  a val ley 
of  b lood. 

So why cal l  i t  the 
val ley of  Jehosphat? 
Because i t  means 
Jehovah (not E lohim) 
Judges.  and by using 
the name Jehovah 
judges we get that th is 
is  now the second part 
of  His name that comes 
at the end. 

And Joel  taunts the 
nat ions with an oppo-
s i te of  what Joel  2 
offered to the repen-
tant remnant.  Beat 
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which was echoed in 
every s ingle European 
country under occupa-
t ion,  in some countr ies 
they were rounded 
up before the German 
Army arr ived,  and the 
exterminat ion process 
was a mass industr ia l 
process based on a sc i -
ent i f ic  theory which 
is  prevalent today, 
Darwinism. 

But the wor ld hung a 
few nazi ’s  and said i t 
would never happen 
again.  Last  n ight 13% 
of the vote was won 
by the German fasc ist 
party,  in 1933,  they 
only won 33%, 

Outs ide the Holocaust 
exhib i t  at  the Imper ia l 
war museum is the 
Edmund Burke Quote, 
a l l  ev i l  needs to ex ist 
is  for  good men to do 
nothing.  James te l ls  us 
th is is  as much as the 
s in as doing i t . 

When the stars and 
moon and sun start  to 
go dark again then to 
those doing i t ,  those 
watching i t ,  and those 
support ing i t ,  the deci -
s ion t ime is over. 

yet  Jesus and the 
church in i ts  Gospel 

posi t ion a lso are 
l ikened to the moon 
and Sun, and we are 
to ld in 1 Cor inthians 
we are l ike stars .  So 
when those who perse-
cute the church see i ts 
l ights going out ,  that 
is  the t ime for i ts  deci -
s ion to be made. L ike 
Paul .

And i f  they make the 
r ight decis ion,  then 
they wi l l  a lso enjoy 
the bless ings of  the 
Mi l lennia l  K ingdom. 

for  the Lord wi l l 
c leanse a l l  the blood 
that is  on thei r  head. 
And as we know 
from Hosea,  th is is 
the Choice,  The Lord 
c leanses them, or they 
t ry to c leanse thei r 
se lves and l ike Jehu, 
the blood they have 
spi l t  is  required at 
thei r  hand. 

For as we move on to 
see the message of 
Judgment to a l l  of  the 
other let ters ,  we wi l l 
see for  the condemna-
t ion and gui l t ,  the Lord 
wi l l  restore Judah and 
Jerusalem. 

says in v 17 you wi l l 
know He is God dwel l -
ing in Z ion (spi r i tual 
Jerusalem – the br ide – 
the ones they’ve been 
persecut ing) V16 says 
He wi l l  roar at  them 
And af terwards,  the 
k ingdom wi l l  no more 
see thei r  l ike. 

And yet the Lord g ives 
to them a warning 
l ight to know when 
the val ley of  decis ion 
changes into the val ley 
of  Jehovah’s Judgment. 
v15,  when i t  becomes 
night . 

When the stars mon 
and sun are dark-
ened (an not when 
myster ious hidden 
planets hi t  the earth) 
For these things are 
c lear ly expla ined to us, 
Genesis 37:9-10. 

so when the very 
people whom they have 
been persecut ing are 
dying in f ront of  them, 
that ’s the s ign of  deci -
s ion making. 

dur ing the Nuremberg 
t r ia ls  the common 
excuse was ‘ I  was 
ordered to do i t ’ ,  the 
persecut ion of  the 
Jews was not just  a 
German thing,  but one 
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GIZZA JOB

           

JOB

There are many things that need to be done in the k ingdom and as 
such we have created a structure at  Grace which a l lows people to move 
out into that good work the Lord has put into your heart .

Our hope as a church is  to re lease people into that g i f t ing,  which the 
Lord has g iven,  so we may reach out in many di rect ions,  and i t  is  Jesus 
who is d i rect ing us. 

A l l  our act iv i t ies here at  Grace are for  the purpose of  seeing our v is ion 
outworked in people’s l ives.  And to do this ,  whatever i t  is  that you feel 
the Lord has ca l led you to do is  e i ther to :  -

Reach = a imed at anyone who does not know the Lord Jesus as Saviour 
and so is  designed to teach them this t ruth by having an act iv i ty which 
the gospel  may be audibly shared at . 

Teach = a imed at those who know the Lord as Saviour that they can 
learn more about Chr ist  and His nature,  so we can be more l ike Him 
every day

Keep = for  the purpose of  meet ing together to encourage one another 
with the Lord,  to grow up in Chr ist . 

Serve = to make the process of  Reaching,  Teaching and Keeping possi -
b le ,  through the pract ica l  ass istance needed. 

I f  you have such an idea,  brewing within you and you don’t  even know 
where to start ,  then can I  encourage you to get in touch with me 
on ei ther my emai l  or  by phone. We wi l l  ta lk about i t  and begin the 
process of  gett ing th is God-g iven cal l ing into pract ice
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However,  for  others i t  may be that you don’t  want to start  an act iv-
i ty but look to help out with the ex ist ing church tasks.  I t ’s  just  you 
don’t  know where to start .  So the ‘G izza job’  sect ion of  our ‘ Inspirat ion’ 
magazine is  to let  you know about the ongoing ro les that need to be 
f i l led.  Have a read of  the descr ipt ions and i f  you feel  you can help,  then 
please get in touch with the contact  in the advert . 

For act iv i ty leaders ,  i f  you would l ike to advert ise a ro le you’re looking 
for  volunteers in ,  then please submit your advert  to the communica-
t ions team, with your contact  deta i ls ,  so that people can get in touch. 

The Lord bless you in your serv ice for  His k ingdom. 

TODDLEABOUT

Act iv i ty Leader :  Sharon Moorehouse

Type of  Act iv i ty :  Reach

Aim: To g ive parents/carers and chi ldren the sound saving knowl-
edge of  Jesus Chr ist  whi lst  provid ing a safe and secure environment 
for  th is to happen. To provide age-appropr iate toys and act iv i t ies 
and equipment to help develop and enhance the chi ld’s develop-
ments.  To support  and advise parents as and when needed. To intro-
duce chi ldren to the Lord Jesus Chr ist  through example,  prayers , 
stor ies and act iv i t ies

When i t  takes place:  every Thursday 9 am to 3pm (term t ime only)

Where i t  takes place:  Minor hal l ,  Grace Pentecosta l  Church Blackburn

Helpers needed to do: -  one of  or  a l l  of  the fo l lowing

•	 helpers	are	required	to	come	and	s i t 	with	parents	and	carers	 to	
share the gospel  with, 

•	 to	help	with	sett ing	up	and	putt ing	away,	

•	 to	do	a	story	 t ime	presentat ion	with	an	audible	gospel 	message

Specia l  requirements:  wi l l  need to undergo a DBS check
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GRACE KIDS

Act iv i ty Leader :  Chr ist ine Morr is

Type of  Act iv i ty :  Reach

Aim:  to provide a sanctuary or c i ty of  refuge for  chi ldren where they 
may come and f ind the only t rue refuge Jesus Chr ist  as thei r  Lord 
and Saviour,  through act iv i t ies that teach Jesus and by bui ld ing re la-
t ionships so they can see Jesus in you.

When i t  takes place:  Fr iday 5pm-730pm

Where i t  takes place:  Grace Pentecosta l  Church Blackburn

Helpers needed to do: -  one of  or  a l l  of  the fo l lowing

•	 Help	chi ldren	to	part ic ipate	by	befr iending	and	shar ing

•	 to	help	with	story	 te l l ing

•	 To	be	avai lable	 to	help	with	presentat ions	(need	to	be	 f ree	
Sunday af ternoon/evenings for  rehearsals)

•	 help	to	 t idy	and	c lean	and	put	away

Specia l  requirements:  wi l l  need to undergo a DBS check

SUNDAY SCHOOL

Act iv i ty Leader :  Sunday school

Type of  Act iv i ty :  Teach

Aim:  to help the chi ldren discover the very nature of  God for  them-
selves through the bib le and to not look at  i t  as a type of  babysi t t ing

When i t  takes place:  Sunday 1030-1230

Where i t  takes place:  C lass room, Grace Pentecosta l  Church Blackburn

Helpers needed to do: -  one of  or  a l l  of  the fo l lowing

•	 take	a	Sunday	school 	c lass	on	your	own	on	a	rota	basis	depend -
ing on how many Sunday school  teachers ,  th is wi l l  require you to 
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prepared for. 

Specia l  requirements:  wi l l  need to undergo a DBS check.

GRACE YOUTH

Act iv i ty Leader :  Danie l  Ta lbot

Type of  Act iv i ty :  Reach

Aim:  to share the message of  Sa lvat ion in Jesus Chr ist  through inter-
act ion and programmes which are re levant to Young people. 

When i t  takes place:  Fr iday 7pm – 9pm

Where i t  takes place:  Grace Pentecosta l  Church Blackburn

Helpers needed to do: -  one of  or  a l l  of  the fo l lowing

•	 Help	young	people	 to	part ic ipate	by	befr iending	and	shar ing

•	 to	help	with	act iv i t ies

•	 To	be	avai lable	 to	help	with	presentat ions	(need	to	be	 f ree	
Sunday af ternoon/evenings for  preparat ion)

•	 help	to	 t idy	and	c lean	and	put	away

Specia l  requirements:  wi l l  need to undergo a DBS check

WORSHIP GROUP

Act iv i ty Leader :  Chr ist ine Morr is

Type of  Act iv i ty :  Serve

Aim:  to provide the opportuni ty to worship the Lord v ia music in 
any event ,  act iv i ty or  meet ing  

When i t  takes place:  could be any t ime (worship pract ice current ly 
Thursday 7:30pm-10pm

Where i t  takes place:  Main hal l ,  Grace Pentecosta l  Church Blackburn

Helpers needed to do : -  one of  or  a l l  of  the fo l lowing
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•	 to	play	a	musica l 	 instrument	or	s ing

•	 to	work	the	overhead	projector

•	 to	man	the	sound	desk

Specia l  requirements:  none

STEWARDS

Act iv i ty Leader :  R ichard Hicken

Type of  Act iv i ty :  Serve

Aim:  to serve the church by helping a l l  events ,  act iv i t ies and meet-
ings to run smoothly by provid ing pract ica l  ass istance  

When i t  takes place:  could be any t ime 

Where i t  takes place:  Grace Pentecosta l  Church Blackburn

Helpers needed to do : -  one of  or  a l l  of  the fo l lowing

•	 to	greet	people	at 	 the	door

•	 to	help	dist r ibute	communion

•	 to	help	set	 the	communion	up

•	 to	be	a	point	of 	contact 	 for 	v is i tors

•	 to	help	to	provide	secur i ty	whi lst 	others	are	dist racted

Specia l  requirements:  none

CHURCH PLANTING

Act iv i ty Leader :  none ( inter im Jamie Boulton)

Type of  Act iv i ty :  Reach

Aim:  To create a v iable and sel f -susta in ing church which shares our 
v is ion and goals and jo ins with us in c lose union,  a l l  over the wor ld

When i t  takes place:  could be any t ime 
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Helpers needed to do : -  one of  or  a l l  of  the fo l lowing

•	 to	help	with	evangel ism	strategy	 for 	 the	town	of	Great	Harwood

•	 to	create	and	edi t 	a	quarter ly	newsletter 	 to	be	sent	 to	a l l 	 those	
interested in the works at  Great Harwood

•	 Labourers	 to	help	with	the	c lear ing	out	and	rebui ld ing

Specia l  requirements:  none

HUB LEADER

We are looking for  indiv iduals who would be wi l l ing to open up thei r 
home one night a week to run a Hub group.  The ro le wi l l  involve 
coordinat ing a meet ing (a l though not necessar i ly  doing every part) 
where a group of  5 to 7 at tendees of  the church may attend to fe l low-
ship,  study,  pray and worship together.  Current ly the deta i ls  are being 
worked out and we are looking for  indiv iduals who may be interested 
in knowing a l i t t le more about the ro le .  An enquiry doesn’t  mean you 
have agreed to do i t . 

I f  you are interested or would l ike to know more,  then please contact 
Jamie on 01254 54541,  or  emai l  pastorgracechurchblackburn@hotmai l .
co.uk,  and t i t le the emai l  Hub leader

CLEANING COORDINATOR

We are looking for  an indiv idual  who would l ike to become an act iv-
i ty leader,  coordinat ing the Church’s c leaning.  This does not mean 
you are doing a l l  of  the c leaning,  but rather coordinat ing the c lean-
ing that is  done, as wel l  as having the responsib i l i ty for  the c leaning 
budget .  The Indiv idual  should feel  ca l led to the ro le by the Lord,  with 
a pass ion in thei r  hearts that the bui ld ing should be a c lean,  warm 
and safe environment for  church act iv i t ies to take place in.  The c lean-
ing coordinator wi l l  be part  of  our bui ld ing management department 
and wi l l  be overseen by the Bui ld ing management department Deacon. 
This is  a serve act iv i ty 

This is  what the ro le begins l ike but were looking for  someone who 
can make i t  so much more than i t  is  as descr ibed here
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two which are prerequis i tes of  apply ing are that you have been in 
at tendance at  Grace Church Blackburn for  at  least  3 months and you 
are a member. 

I f  you are interested or would l ike to know more,  then please contact 
Jamie on 01254 54541,  or  emai l  pastorgracechurchblackburn@hotmai l .
co.uk,  and t i t le the emai l  C leaning coordinator



I N S P I R A T I O N  M a g a z i n e  |  O c t o b e r  2 0 1 7

57



I N S P I R A T I O N  M a g a z i n e  |  O c t o b e r  2 0 1 7

58



I N S P I R A T I O N  M a g a z i n e  |  O c t o b e r  2 0 1 7

60


