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Welcome to this issue of “Inspiration” our 
monthly church magazine, designed to 
keep you informed of all that’s going on 
here at Grace.

This month of March has ended with what 
many political commentators are call-
ing ‘the biggest event to happen in Brit-
ish Politics’.  I am of course talking about 
the Prime Minister’s letter to the European 
Union triggering the two year exit negotia-
tions. 

Consumer groups are warning of terrible financial consequences 
of this event, so are many economists. Farmers are worried, indus-
try is worried, and those with Jobs, savings, pensions, mortgages 
and many other things are worried too. 

Of course on the other side there are many who are optimistic and 
quite relish what opportunities may become available because of 
the move.  They are quite critical of the ones who are filling the air 
waves and TV channels with negative vibes and believe that we 
have to be proactive and grab the nettle so to speak. 

And of course it all comes on top of more chaos in the world, a 
famine in East Africa and another lone man’s desire to kill himself 
and others outside of parliament. 

It’s a time of uncertainty they tell us, a time where nothing of our 
future is known, where anything could happen.  Many advocate 
that we should fear such moments, many others that we should 
relish it.

But it’s all predicated on a series of assumptions that simply aren’t 
true, and the decision really isn’t do we ride the wave of uncer-
tainty, or hide from it. 

Let me explain myself

Firstly, anyone who tells you this is the biggest event to happen in 
British politics is having a bit of a laugh.  In British History we’ve had 
Magna Carta, the document which challenged a Kings author-
ity and guaranteed the certain rights of man.  We’ve had a civil 
war, a constitutional Monarchy, the rise of parliamentary power, 
the Parliament act which means the House of Lords can’t block 
legislation coupled with many historical events, assassinations of 
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Prime Ministers, not to mention go-
ing into Europe in the first place.  The 
real truth of the statement is it’s a 
big thing, but we and the rest of the 
world live in a world of big things, that 
happen regularly to people. 

These events always bring about 
mass uncertainty and change, but 
brand new events always do mean 
what is coming is something we don’t 
know about.  Which is a pretty obvi-
ous thing to say because who can 
know the Future. Well the answer to 
that is the Lord of Heaven and Earth 
can and does. 

No man knows what’s coming, ana-
lysts can predict, weather men can 
check but no one knows anything for 
certain, but the Lord does, for both 
the beginning and the end of the 
world are in His gaze and all will hap-
pen as He intends it to. 

As a church, we have been Study-
ing Jesus’ life in Chronological order 
in our Sunday evening cafe church 
meetings. Currently we have looked 
at the crucifixion in forensic detail.  In 
that study what we have discovered 
is both how Jesus fulfilled the things 
the bible said would happen, and 
how a series of unlikely events had to 
happen for this to be the case. 

One of the largest shake ups of in-
ternational history was the estab-
lishment of the state of Israel in the 
ancient lands it had been deported 
from during the Roman Empire.  Yet 
nearly 2000 years later in 1948, the 
state was born.  It had taken great 
persecution and the Horrors of the 
holocaust to see Jewish people 
move back, from very comfortable 

existences, to the harshness of the 
Middle eastern lands, yet it was all 
expressed through the mouth of the 
prophet Ezekiel. 

To man the next few moments are 
uncertain, life always has that which 
we do not know, but with the Lord 
all things are known. Now not all of 
those things are revealed to us, nor 
is it that no hard thing will happen to 
us, but to those who put their trust in 
Jesus as saviour then they will expe-
rience peace regardless of their cir-
cumstances because the Lord is in 
control. And the peace comes be-
cause regardless of the events which 
surround us, the future of man is not 
uncertain at all, for the bible reveals 
it to us. It is appointed once for men 
to die and then the judgment of 
God. Nothing is unclear or unknown 
about that, the only thing we can do 
is deny it. Yet in the uncertainty of a 
world which regularly lives up to the 
plan that scripture reveals will be its 
future, how can you deny it.for those 
who have ever lost anyone to death, 
and that’s all of us, we know death is 
also a certainty. 

Regardless of the current political 
climate, Brexit or not, job loss or not, 
your future is true, so what will you do 
about it. 

This brings us to the second point, 
which is that we don’t have a deci-
sion to choose to embrace the un-
certainty or hide from it because 
there is no uncertainty.  Instead we 
have a choice to make.  Do we em-
brace the salvation that is offered 
to us to escape the judgment that 
is coming, or do we rush head long 
into that great and terrible day.



Our choice is our own, it cannot be 
made for you.  What will you do. 

However, you may want to know 
how to make such a choice and in 
truth it’s not complicated.  The world 
in which we live has its values and 
its ideas of what is in the future and 
these views are incorrect, bring pain 
to many, and are full of a hopeless 
life.

The choice you are making is to 
move away from that way of think-
ing and turn to Jesus.  You are be-
ing asked to trust Jesus, even when 
things are hard, and bad things hap-
pen around you or even to you.  You 
are making a choice to trust that no 
matter what happens you are se-
cure in the safety that the judgment 
which is coming, will not be yours and 
you will be saved from it.  You’re trust-
ing that you will be saved from that 
judgment to live the rest of eternity 
with Jesus, in His kingdom, which is in-
describable, but unlike anything you 
have ever seen before.  You are trust-
ing that this is all accessed by  be-
lieving that Jesus can and will save 
you, and so you become a student 
or disciple of His, a follower looking 
to know Him better.  You’re trusting 
to know that this is possible because 
our sin, which means we would be 
judged, has been paid for by Jesus 
on the cross, and you are accepting 
the mercy and salvation He is freely 
offering to you and to all mankind.
But most of all you are trusting and 
accepting this without any physical 
proof, letter or mark, it is an act of 
Faith. 

Many people have tried it the world’s 
way, and all we know for certain is 

that we know nothing for certain.  
But rejecting that way of life and that 
way of thinking, accepting Jesus 
as saviour, going on a life’s journey 
where He is with us constantly, guid-
ing us and helping us, to achieve 
the Lord’s plans and purposes and 
not our own, well this brings hope, it 
brings peace and it brings joy. 

Which will you chose?

As always, I pray for a blessing on 
those who seek the face of the Lord. 

I would once again like to thank all of 
the contributors to this month’s issue 
and a special thanks to Margaret, 
Vicky and Christine Muandi for their 
time and effort putting the magazine 
together.  Let me encourage you if 
you do have a poem, a testimony 
or a short message you would like to 
share then you can come and see 
me or email it to pastorgracechurch-
blackburn@hotmail.co.uk
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7) What is the story of Hagar? On first reading you could think that it’s 

an account of rejection and despair, but, as we look further into it 
we see that, well, it aint necessarily so......The story spans chapters 
12-21 of Genesis.

Hagar was the Egyptian servant of Sarah.  

Sarah was the wife of Abraham.

In Genesis 12v1-3 God had made a promise to Abraham that con-
tinued far beyond this patriarch’s lifetime, stating that through him 
all the families of the earth would be blessed.  Father Abraham 
had many sons, many sons had...............was a song that we use to 
sing in Sunday school.

Some ten years (Gen 16v1) had elapses since the promise, howev-
er, still no offspring for the couple.  Sarah still childless and the pair 
finding that time was catching up on them, even overtaking them, 
at some considerable rate of knots.
   
How was the promise to be fulfilled?

For a woman to be barren or childless at this time was taken to be 
a judgment from God, and her relatives, friends and neighbours 
would look upon her with disdain.  This happens often even today...
in some cultures.

Sarah had an idea...Ding....
She would give the slave girl Hagar to Abraham to be his wife..
When Sarah told her husband about it she said  “Behold now, the 
Lord has prevented me from having children.  Go into my servant 
that I shall obtain children by her” Gen 16v2 and Abraham con-
sented. The couple had agreed together to help the Lord along 
with His plan and maybe-start the nation here.........!

When Hagar became pregnant however, a double whammy oc-
curred which we read about in verses4-6..

Hagar began to treat her mistress with contempt the word tells us 
and Sarah treated Hagar sooo harshly in return..... until she finally 
ran away, into the desert, as you do, just to get away from her mis-
tress.

written by carol duxbury

7



What happens as we get into chap-
ter 16 is a beautiful illustration of the 
Lord’s compassion for the dejected 
and unhappy.  Although I must say 
the Hagar’s attitude didn’t help mat-
ters much, maybe she earned her 
banishment just a tad!  

But, the divine visitor who appeared 
did not come to rebuke for sin, self-
pity or perhaps failure of some, or 
any kind, but He came gently..... and 
called her by name. V8...
“Hagar, Sarah’s servant?”

Does our Great and Gracious Heav-
enly Father meet us just where we 
are?, is His timing not perfect?......He 
comes with love, mercy and com-
passion right at the point of our need, 
so He can draw us to Himself and to 
lead us to repentance.

It was whilst she was in the wilderness 
that the Angel of the Lord visited her.  
God himself is often denoted as the 
“Angel of the Lord”  

The sad forlorn girl was told to go 
back to the house of Abraham, I’ve 
no doubt that’s exactly what she 
wanted to hear!  

I think not...... but a promise was also 
given to her in v10 when God said:
“I will surely multiply your offspring so 
that they cannot be numbered by 
multitude”.  

The angel also told Hagar v11-12 that 
she would bear a son and that she 
should name him Ishmael.. She was 
even told of his character when He 
said...

“He shall be a wild man, as untamed 

8

as a wild donkey.  He will raise his fist 
against everyone, and everyone will 
be against him. He will live in open 
hostility with his relatives” I’m sure 
that’s what every new mum is not 
waiting to hear!  

Hagar’s reaction was well shocked.... 
“You are the God who sees me” v13 
It would seem simple enough to us to 
believe as we have the whole Bible 
that tells us that our God sees.

We have His endless love through our 
Lord and Saviour and an incompre-
hensible loving and personal rela-
tionship with Him to comfort an as-
sure us.  

Hagar, was only accustomed to be-
ing a second class citizen, having 
been born into slavery, but the last 
thing she would have expected was 
to have Yaweh looking out for her, 
responding to her needs, having a 
stake in her future.  The same Lord 
who knew her name knows mine and 
knows yours.  He will always do what 
is right and just even if it is to make 
right a very wrong situation, because 
our God is Faithful and Righteous.

Sarah eventually gave birth to Isaac 
and the lad grew.  His mother thought 
she spotted danger as she watched 
Ishmael and his mother taunting and 
teasing the young boy, v9.

Sarah was going to make sure that in 
no way was her son’s inheritance be-
ing lost to the son of a slave girl v10.  

Sarah told Abraham to send  the two 
away   

Abraham of course was very upset 
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at the prospect of losing his first born 
son, but God spoke and comforted 
him and so, he sent the teen and his 
mother away.

Hagar and Ishmael lived in the wil-
dernesses of Paran, the lad grew and  
became proficient with a bow we 
are told and later took an Egyptian 
wife. Gen21v20-21.  

We only see Ishmael once more in 
scripture  as far as I know, when he 
comes to bury his father Abraham. 
Gen 25v7-10. Abraham lived 175 
years and he died a ripe old age, 
having lived a long and satisfying 
life.  He breathed his last and joined 
his ancestors.  His sons Isaac and Ish-
mael buried him.

Ishmael the son of a bondservant 
became the father of 12 sons, which 
are listed in Gen 25v13.  He died age 
137.  Verse17 tells us “He breathed 
his last and joined his ancestors.  His 
family you’ll not be surprised to hear 
lived in open hostility towards all their 
relatives v 18........

We could make many observations 
from this story.  First we can see that 
God’s ways are not our ways, neither 
are His thoughts our thoughts.

Is 55v8-9 His will and His plans are Per-
fect, therefore, He often does what 
we cannot even perceive.  Num 
23v19 confirms to us that “God is not 
a man, so He does not lie.  He is not 
human so He does not change His 
mind, Has He ever spoken and failed 
to act? Has He ever promised and 
never carried it through?          

Abraham became a father at 86 

with Ishmael then at 99 with Isaac. 
 
Sarah had been barren.  The prom-
ise God made to Abraham was not 
dependent on human strength, be-
cause, as Luke tells us, with God noth-
ing is impossible.

God used a seemingly impossible sit-
uation to make Abraham the father 
of the Jewish nation, just as He had 
said and we know too that if God says 
it then He will do it and like our Pastor 
repeatedly says “Our God uses ordi-
nary folks to do extraordinary things”.

It’s clear to see from this that God 
will always carry out His plan and His 
purpose despite our often misguided 
human efforts.  

Wrong life choices were made here, 
Sarah should not have tried to as-
sist God to bring about His purpos-
es.  Abraham should not have suc-
cumbed to the wiles of his wife, but 
they did...and this caused no end of 
problems and work.   

They had chosen self-righteousness 
over the Righteousness of God, their 
plans over God’s purposes.  

But, God’s mercy is great and his Sov-
ereign Will always surpass all human 
frailties.

Mr and Mrs Abraham were fickle just 
like us...They must have thought God 
had forgotten, time after all was not 
on their side...How often do we think 
we can help God out? How often do 
we choose, yes I say choose, how 
often do we make a choice to by-
pass God in some of the things that 
we do, after all when Christ died on 
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the cruel cross on Calvary, He did it 
to  pay the ultimate price, so that we 
would always be forgiven!

What presumption What audacity!
  
We are are saved by Sovereign 
Grace and no matter where we are 
or what we do that Grace should be 
enough for us.

Prov 3v5 tells us how we should cope 
it says ”Trust in the Lord with all of your 
heart and lean not to your own un-
derstanding”.  God does not need 
our help to bring about His purpos-
es.  His Grace and His Righteousness 
should always be enough, but is it al-
ways?.......
   
Grace means unmerited, unde-
served, unearned, unending favour, 
an act of kindness beyond what is 
due or usual.......I hope we get the 
picture.....

Mr and Mrs Abraham chose to step 
away from the God who had blessed 
them and kept them from numerous 
harms and problems and try to work 
things out for themselves.  They had 
walked away from the Righteous Will 
of Almighty God and His promise. 

They had ceased to trust God  and 
had chosen to rely on their own 
strength and trusted in their own  
righteousness, of course we already 
know from our story, that’s a recipe 
for disaster.  

Sarah should not have offered her 
servant to Abraham.

Abraham should not have accepted 
her.

Trust and obey for there’s no other 
way.....  Yet, because God is Just He 
made good the situation.  

Hagar was blessed, Abraham and 
Sarah received the promise.....

God’s mercy is endless and His Sov-
ereign Will is always accomplished, 
regardless of human frailty.  

Isaac the son of the promise and Ish-
mael, although he became the fa-
ther of 12  and the leader of many 
was born into slavery and was son of 
a slave.  

Regardless how a situation might 
look humanly speaking, God always 
works to both accomplish His Will and 
fulfil His promises.

In Galatians 4 v 21-31 Paul uses the 
story of Hagar and Sarah to show the 
results of 2 different covenants...By 
doing this he is using their own meth-
ods and mannerisms with them.

He returns to the story of Abraham, 
Hagar and Sarah to contrast slavery 
under the law with freedom in the 
promises of God.  The story unfolds 
with thoughts of the  2 groups de-
scending for Abraham.  

Hagar was a slave girl who gave birth 
in the normal way, without any divine 
intervention.  

Then we have Sarah the wife who 
had her son in an extra ordinary way, 
she conceived when she was well 
beyond childbearing years.  Paul 
was saying that all followers of Christ 
are sons of Promise and true heirs, 
whereas the child of the slave is not 



an heir, but another slave.  

Romans 8v17 confirms “And if chil-
dren, then heirs, heirs of God and 
joint heirs with Christ”  

The Law of Moses was unable to save 
us because of the weakness of our 
sinful nature. The ‘Judea-sers’ could 
not keep it and neither can we...  So 
God did what the Law could not. 
He sent His only only Son in a body 
like ours, so that through the shed-
ding of his blood to bring, salvation 
we are no longer subject to our sinful 
natures.  The Holy Spirit is in control, 

Christ in us, the hope of glory. 

So then folks, Gal 5v1 says “Stand 
fast therefore in the liberty wherewith 
Christ has made us free and be not 
entangled with the yoke of bond-
age”.  Anything at all that binds...  
Remember Christ has made us free, 
He has snapped our fetters.  

We are Heirs of the Father and Joint 
heirs with Christ.  If that doesn’t blow 
your mind, then  I don’t know what 
will.........The Lord liveth and blessed 
be my Rock and may the God of my 
Salvation be exalted......Amen
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Psalm 6 - by Lynne Haydock

Psalm 6:1  , A Psalm of David. O LORD, rebuke me not in thine an-
ger, neither chasten me in thy hot displeasure.

Psa 6:2  Have mercy upon me, O LORD; for I am weak: O LORD, 
heal me; for my bones are vexed.

Psa 6:3  My soul is also sore vexed: but thou, O LORD, how long?

Psa 6:4  Return, O LORD, deliver my soul: oh save me for thy mer-
cies’ sake.

Psa 6:5  For in death there is no remembrance of thee: in the grave 
who shall give thee thanks?

Psa 6:6  I am weary with my groaning; all the night make I my bed 
to swim; I water my couch with my tears.

Psa 6:7  Mine eye is consumed because of grief; it waxeth old be-
cause of all mine enemies.

Psa 6:8  Depart from me, all ye workers of iniquity; for the LORD hath 
heard the voice of my weeping.

Psa 6:9  The LORD hath heard my supplication; the LORD will re-
ceive my prayer.

Psa 6:10  Let all mine enemies be ashamed and sore vexed: let 
them return and be ashamed suddenly.

This Psalm has a plea of great distress. This Psalm contains sorrow, 
humiliation and hatred of sin.  A need for restoration and uplifting 
by God, the sufferings are of the soul not just of the body.  

A Psalm of David – David knew the trials of physical weakness, hu-
man enemies and spiritual pain.  It drove him to seek mercy from 
God because he of feeling discouragement and depression.  It 
should also make us think of Jesus who went through same trials as 
people do so we can’t say to God, whatever we go through – you 
don’t understand. Jesus was rejected by his own people that he 
loved greatly, condemned to death by them, separated from his 
Father and endured great torment.  He had it within his power to 
stop the torture but he chose not to for our sakes. 

Verse by verse
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1 Pain and sorrow over a discipline 
of love. We deserve to be rebuked, 
not for condemnation (Romans 8:1 
There is now no condemnation for 
those who are in Christ Jesus.) yet for 
conviction and sanctification. David 
asking not to be rebuked in anger 
but in love.

2 David pleads God’s mercy. He 
has no strength.  When it says ‘Bones’ 
– it means body and by extension life.
  
3 Not just bodily but the soul.  
‘Vexed’ – frightened, weary, trou-
bled.  How long – reminded me of 
Revelation where And they cried 
with a loud voice, saying, “How long, 
O Lord, holy and true, until You judge 
and avenge our blood on those who 
dwell on the earth?” not out of unbe-
lief but crying out to God.  The hope 
of the saints (us) – millennial glories, 
living in heaven with God for ever 
and ever

4 ‘Return O Lord’ – David feels 
that God’s love is hidden from him. 
Does God move away from us?  No 
we move away from him, don’t feel 
as close to him as we did before.  
Therefore what should we do?

5 Not as in separate from God but 
in that in death we could not fulfil our 
purpose on earth. What are we here 
to do, why don’t we go to heaven 
as soon as we are born again?  To 
encourage others in their journey, to 
spread the gospel so that others will 
not be separate from God, to give 
thanks and to worship!!

6 Outward signs of emotion, not 
very British!  Night – figuratively a time 
of adversity.  In the night (either ac-
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tual or emotional state) our problems 
seem worse because that’s all we 
can think about and we can’t see 
the light at the end of the tunnel.   It 
isn’t that God is impressed by emo-
tional display or picturesque words 
but by a passionate heart and a de-
sire to do his will.

7 David thinks/feels that grief has 
brought signs of premature age, ei-
ther through weeping or by lack of 
sleep through worrying. The devil 
wants us to stay in this state because 
then we are blinded to who God is 
and what he has done for us.  This is 
the point we can decide to throw in 
the towel because it’s too hard or we 
feel unworthy. 

8 Suddenly everything changes 
- David now turns to address his en-
emies (physical, mental, spiritual and 
actual) with the assurance that God 
has heard his prayer

9 ‘Supplication’ – begging not as 
a child asking for sweets but begging 
humbly in God’s will

10 Enemies retire in failure, have 
been defeated.  Everybody’s enemy 
– the Devil, the tempter is defeated.

There is a place for humble resigna-
tion to chastisement but God wants 
us to use that as a motivation to seek 
Him and get things right with God.  

There are times when we fear that 
his chastisement is the token not of 
his love but of His displeasure.  Our 
sins, indiscretions and our wander-
ings loom so menacingly before our 
eyes we cannot but fear there lays 
his wrath.  Our greatest enemy is our 



sins (past, present and future) and 
our guilt that weighs us down. But 
who takes the punishment, the wrath 
that we deserve and that God will 
pour out at the end of time?  Christ 
does.  He bore the wrath and drank 
the cup of God’s anger due to us for 
sin and that is the greatest triumph.

The hand which held the kindly rod 
of chastisement was the hand of 
Him who was nailed to the cross and 
loves his own to the very end of time.

Whether we are burdened by trou-
bles or feel things are going perfectly 
we come to worship God and give 
him our all because we are not con-
demned (though we should be), 
there is a hope of a place where we 
will be with God forever and ever.  
The more we focus on God and not 
ourselves the more we catch glimps-
es of his plans and purpose for our 
lives within and as the Body of Christ 
down here on earth. 
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written by jamie boulton
As a church, we may seem quite different to the other churches 
we see around us in that although we are part of a denomina-
tion (group of churches) we rarely seem to have any involvement 
from them.  Many people find this quite odd, particularly if they 
have come from churches which have a centrally run structure, 
containing either parishes or circuits.  Many aren’t even aware that 
we are part of a denomination at all, but I can assure you that we 
are.  Some of you may think we have been abandoned by our 
denomination, others think its neglect, but I wonder if you would 
be surprise if I told you, that what you may think is a negative, is the 
very principle on which we were founded. 

Just under One hundred years ago our very own church and twen-
ty-six others, whom were independent and of a Pentecostal expe-
rience met to discuss the formation of an association.  They had no 
intention of creating a hierarchical structure of bishops, and cen-
trally run church government. Each church was to be independent, 
having the right to run as it felt the Lord had directed.  The purpose 
of the association was that we may have fellowship with Christians 
throughout the country who were like minded.  And to make sure 
we were a likeminded collection of independent churches under 
the banner of one denomination called the Assemblies of God, 
those founding churches agreed on 12 statements.  These 12 state-
ments we call our fundamental truths, and they are the articles of 
association we have with one another within the church and we 
also have with other AOG churches.  Every month we will discover 
a little bit behind what each of these fundamental truths means.

We believe that all who have truly repented and believed in Christ 
as Lord and Saviour are commanded to be baptised by immersion 
in water.

One of the most famous characters in the New Testament is John 
the Baptist. As his name suggests John baptised people in the river 
Jordan before Jesus began His work.  Matthew 3:3, tells us that John 
was called to prepare the way for Jesus, and this he did by teach-
ing people to repent of their sins and turn their hearts back to God. 
However, the problem is that if that is why John baptised people, 
to be a public declaration of repentance, how can that be what 
Jesus did.  For we know that for Jesus to be able to have paid the 
price for our sins He needed to have lived a sinless life.  Therefore, if 
we know Jesus didn’t sin why did Jesus get baptised by John? 
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Well, Jesus wasn’t baptised to repent 
of sin he did it to announce who He 
was and to be prepared for His work 
to come.  This is what John’s baptism 
in the bible is to point to Jesus and 
say ‘Behold the lamb of God’ a per-
son he would know when he saw the 
Spirit descend upon Him..  Many peo-
ple are confused about this and think 
that it was because Jesus is baptised 
that we should be baptised. Yet as 
we have seen that is not the case,.

Why do we baptise people then? 
We read in Mathew 28:19 that Jesus 
gave us the great Commission com-
manding us to baptise people, but 
that’s still not a reason why.  John 
baptised to prepare people for Jesus 
arrival and to show that he was the 
Messiah, this of course isn’t the rea-
son for our baptism because Jesus 
has already arrived. Instead we are 
encouraged to be baptised by the 
Lord because it represents His death, 
burial and resurrection. This is con-
firmed to us in Colossians 2:12-13.  It is 
a very important thing to go through 
because it is a ritual that reminds us 
exactly what happened to us when 
we were saved, in the same way 
that the breaking of bread reminds 
us how much it cost for our salvation.
When someone is baptised they are 
brought under the water, this is like 
burial, they are then lifted out and 
this is like the resurrection.  This is just 
like Jesus who died on the cross and 
was buried then three days later rose 
again.  We are taught in bible that 
what happened to Jesus will happen 
to each one of us. We will be raised 
up at the end just like Jesus was to go 
and be with Him in Heaven. 

Acts chapter 8 has the account of 

the Ethiopian reading Isaiah and not 
being able to understand it but Philip 
explains that the passage is about Je-
sus and shares the gospel. What we 
read in that Passage is a man being 
transformed by the Gospel, and he 
asks the important question, “what 
hinders me from getting baptised?”. 
Philips reply is that nothing did. Bap-
tism is not predicated on having 
done a course, paid a financial sum 
or length of time, it simply requires a 
declaration of Faith in Jesus. 

We are taught to be Christ like and 
so as our Lord went through baptism 
we must as well  It is His death burial 
and resurrection which we are par-
takers of and by which we are saved.  
Whenever we are struggling with our 
salvation we can always remember 
this ritual and what it means as a 
comfort, knowing that we too share 
it as heirs of his kingdom.

17
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Our dear friends and partners in the ministry, God bless you! We 
value you very much. We are so blessed and privileged to have 
you. Thank you for praying for us, standing with us and supporting 
us. We can’t express how much your friendship means to us.

19

Schools

In December God has open amazing door for us to minister in 
schools. Sara and I spoke about the true meaning of Christmas, 
which is all about Jesus, in five schools in Kraljevo, two full lessons in 
each. We were so well received and had great freedom to share 
a clear Gospel message. For Serbia this is an absolute miracle. 600 
school children, who never come to church, were reached with 
the Gospel.  
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Christmas

From the 5th to 8th January we had Christmas services (our Christmas is cel-
ebrated on 7 January), one specially for children and two for adults, in Kraljevo 
and Chachak. In each service the church was full beyond our capacity with 
many, many new people coming. They all heard the Gospel message with a 
clear invitation to follow Jesus. Altogether over the Christmas period, in schools 
and in our church we reached 800 children with the Good News.

Marriage Week 

International Marriage Week was for the first time organized in Serbia from 7 
to 14 February. Our church was very active in it. We dedicated two full service 
emphasizing good biblical marriage values. On the 14 February we organized 
a fellowship of married couples in our home. Sara and I recorded a special 
video of us two talking of how to bring passion in marriage from our own expe-
rience. It was amazingly well received and was viewed by over 2000 people. 

Cory

Cory Anib, an American missionary in Bosnia, spoke in March in our church. We 
are touched by how he is unselfishly and sacrificially serving the people in the 
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Balkans for over 20 years. A great example of love and care in action.

Community Outreach Centre 

At the moment we are frustrated with the red tape and bureaucracy in the 
process of obtaining permission for use of our new church building. Please, 
pray that this process will not be too long. After we receive permission for use 
we will buy chairs and build a platform. We will be able to move in and use 
it for the glory of God. We can’t wait and are so close. Thank you very much 
for supporting this project that will bring many blessings to the whole region of 
central Serbia.

Volksmission

In January Sasha was invited to go to Volksmission Conference in Schwabish 
Gmund, near Stuttgart, Germany. He was very inspired with the ministry of Leo 
Bigger, senior pastor of great ICF church Zurich, and his team, and very blessed 
with amazing fellowship with German pastors. Meeting Dirk and Andrea Glaser 
and their children was a special highlight for Sasha. Dirk and Sasha are great 
friends. A special highlight was also talking to Bernhard Rockle, the superinten-
dent of Volksmission, an examplary leader with a true servant’s heart.   
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United Life

Sara and I ministered in United Life, an amazing church in Belgrade, full of life, 
joy and dancing, in March. United Life Church is reaching primarily to Univer-
sity students and other young people, led by great pastors Remi and Debora 
Akinyombo, a couple from London, medical students in Belgrade.

Evangelical Alliance

In January Sasha was elected to serve on the Executive Board of Serbian Evan-
gelical Alliance. It will be a wonderful opportunity to work for a united vision for 
the whole country of Serbia.

Daughters of the King

Sara participated in the Board meeting of Daughters of the King, in March in 
Belgrade, preparing a big Balkan DOK Women’s Conference that will be held 
this year in April in Primosten, on the beautiful Adriatic coast of Croatia.



  Lidija

Our Lidija is growing. On 20 February 
she became 14. She is playing the key-
board in our worship team and singing. 
God has given her such a great gift of 
singing. A few times already she has 
publicly shared her testimony and sang 
on her own. People in  the church were 
so touched.

Thank you for being our friends. Only together with you we are able to make 
a difference in central Serbia.

We love you and bless you,
  
Sasha & Sara          

If you would like to connect and keep up-to-date with us more, please find us 
on Facebook - Sasha Vitakic, - Sara Vitakic

or e-mail us - svitakic@gmail.com

We would love to hear from you. 

Light of the Gospel Ministries
UK Charity No. 1064271

If you would like to support our work financially, by donations or regular 
monthly giving, these are the details:

Bank:
Natwest Bank,

King William Street, Blackburn.
BB1 3AZ. UK

Account Name: Light of the Gospel Ministries
Account Number:  241 03 241

Sort Code:  01-00-85
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1 John 2:3-11

1.
The book of 1 John deals with fellowship in chapter 1, but the main 
theme of the book is that of assurance, the key word being ‘know’.  
These things were written so that believers might know that they 
have eternal life (5:13).  John, writing in his black and white style, 
presents a sharp contrast between the conduct of those who have 
eternal life and the conduct of those who do not.  He deals with 
three significant areas of conduct: 1) obedience to Christ’s com-
mands; 2) love for the brethren; 3) practicing righteousness and 
not sinning.  If a person truly has life, then there ought to be signs of 
life.  If a person is lacking these signs of life and if he is manifesting 
signs of death, then he needs to do some serious soul searching to 
determine why he  is living like an unsaved person.  There are two 
possibilities: 1) He is unsaved and needs to pass from death unto 
life; 2) He is a believer but very sick spiritually, manifesting the works 
of the flesh.  In either case, he needs to flee to Christ who alone 
can heal the sin-sick soul.

2
‘If you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus Christ and believe 
in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be 
saved’.  Rom 10:9.  The blessed assurance we have is that if God 
said it He will do it, that is exactly what He will do.  ‘God is not hu-
man that He should lie, neither the son of man that he should re-
pent.  Hath he not said and shall He not do it?  Or hath He spoken 
and shall He not make it good?’ Numbers 23:19.  This is our God!!!
Does any of that answer our questions?  Absolutely yes but defi-
nitely no!

v3 of our text says ‘Now by this we know that we know Him’  
Is that how we know Him and how can we (we can) prove this?  
What can we do to accomplish this, how can this give us that 
“Blessèd Assurance” 

When we accept the Lord as Saviour, we build up a relationship 
by prayer, reading and studying His Word and our Faith builds.  As 
we draw closer, He will draw close to us.  We must study to show 
ourselves approved and learn more of Him.  Keep His command-
ments, to love one another and to go into all the world and preach 
the gospel, this is how we get to know Him more.  John 20:29

written by various ladies of gpc
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Jesus said to His disciples ‘Because 
you have seen me you have be-
lieved.  Blessèd are those who have 
not seen and yet have believed....’

The disciples walked, talked, ate and 
slept with the Lord.  Spurgeon said  ‘Do 
distinguish, however, between know-
ing about Christ and knowing Christ.  
We may know very much about our 
great men, though we do not know 
them’’.  Now it will never save a soul 
to know ABOUT Christ.  John 17:3 tells 
us ‘And this is eternal life that they 
know You, the only True God and Je-
sus Christ whom You have sent.

We have all the Truth’s in God’s Word 
to confirm His love and Grace ex-
tended to us, (plus the fact He knows, 
He cares and He will come again) to 
know we’re  saved and give us that 
blessèd assurance, that makes it all 
real and oh so special  to us.....

v5 The love of God will show itself in 
our obedience and the presence of 
this obedience and love gives us as-
surance that we are in Christ by this 
we know we are in Him.  Our lives 
have changed, our relationship with 
sin has changed (or most certainly 
should have), we are abiding in Him, 
trusting and relying on Him to “walk 
just as He walked” 

v8-11. The new commandment John 
refers to is love.  Christ leads by ex-
ample here, in showing us the very 
essence of what Love is.  How did He 
do this?  He came to our world and 
gave His life for us.  We should follow 
His supreme example to the best of 
our God given ability and ‘Present 
our bodies, a living sacrifice, Holy 
and acceptable to God’.  Romans 

12:1 which is the next logical step 
in our Christian lives and to love the 
Lord our God with all our heart, all 
our soul, all of our strength and all of 
our mind.      

3. 
1 John 2:3-11
Signs of assurance here is 
As true believers we walk in the light 
of the truth of His word and desire to 
obey it; in order to do this we need to 
study His word in order to understand 
it and obey it.  We keep a short ac-
count with God of our sin as we know 
we are sinful but we are forgiven; We 
also should love church, our fellow 
believers and desire to be around 
them.

4. 
1John 2:3-13
According to the thoughts we know 
that we are saved when 
1. We know God  
2. If we keep his commandments    
3.If we walk even as he walked. 

The foundation of faith is obedience 
to his commandments.  We can only 
obey God’s commandments when 
we love Him.  To love God is defined 
as ‘the obedience to His command-
ments’ which include the love of our 
neighbour.   When we are in obedi-
ence to God’s commandments we 
know that our darkness is in the past, 
that the true light now shines and our 
sins are forgiven.  

5. 
These verses tell us how we know we 
are Christians.

The evidence of someone knowing 
God is that they have fellowship with 
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Him, keep His commands - a simple 
loving obedience is the result of fel-
lowship with Him.

If we know Him we obey Him and 
walking in the light means that we 
will have the desire to do His will and 
obey His Word. We might not man-
age to get it right but the desire will 
be seen in us.

On the other hand v4 clearly says 
that if a life is not marked by obedi-
ence then a claim of fellowship with 
God can be fairly challenged.  If we 
don’t keep those commands then 
saying we know God is a lie.  If we 
have understood the truth the desire 
is to obey God.

v5 goes further - obeying God sees 
the love for Him grow and increase - 
the desire to know Him more increas-
es too.  To show our love for God is 
not just in words but the drive to seek 
His will and serve Him in those things 
He has put within us.

v6 is a real challenge.  When He lived 
on earth He pleased the father - He 
did all the Father required.  Even 
though the devil did His utmost to 
tempt Him He did not sin.  If we live 
in fellowship with God we should live 
as Jesus did - we must live as God di-
rects - we should not sin - Jesus is the 
pattern we need to follow. John does 
not say we can achieve the stand-
ard but that is how we ought to live. 

v7-11 exhorts us to love. John loves 
the people he is writing to - he calls 
them his dear friends.  He refers to the 
command that Jesus gave in John 
13 - we are commanded to love 
God and others.  Those who know 

Him should love as He loved.  Jesus 
showed us what love is - His love is so 
much more.  As we love those around 
we can become more like Jesus.

6. 
What is the assurance?  We become 
more like Jesus.

The first sign of assurance is found in 
verses 3 – 6; keeping His Word and 
walking His walk.  The phrase ‘He 
that says’ is repeated 3 times.  It’s the 
easiest thing in the world to make a 
profession.  It’s the easiest thing to ut-
ter words out of our mouth and say 
something, and even think that we 
mean it.  This is how you know Him.  
Those who know Him’, verse 5, ‘keep 
His word’.  This is not sinless perfection; 
we can’t ignore what we’ve already 
learned in chapter 1 verse 8 and 
verse 10, that if we say that we have 
no sin or have not sinned, we make 
God a liar, we deceive ourselves 
and the truth and His word is not in 
us.  What John’s talking about here is 
that there should be in the Christian 
a habitual desire to please the Lord.  
It doesn’t mean you please Him all of 
the time, it doesn’t mean you’re per-
fect, it doesn’t mean that you never 
sin - in fact, chapter 1 teaches us that 
at times we will sin, but even though 
we fail our Lord on occasions there is 
a deep desire in our heart to please 
the Lord. Is your desire to be an obe-
dient child of God, that would do His 
will and that his Word would be in 
your heart? 

The second assurance is if we are walk-
ing as He walked (verse 6). Of course, 
we can only walk as He walked if we 
are walking, living through His Spirit, 
because the only life that pleases 
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God is the life of Christ, and we are to 
die to ourselves - for Christ has put us 
to death on Calvary, and we are to 
lie low and allow Christ to live through 
us.  It’s only then, when we walk as 
He walked that we will abide in Him.

Our third assurance is if we love one 
another.  This love that was in Christ 
is meant to be true in believers in 
John’s day and in our day.  It’s about 
having a love that is like the love of 
Jesus, never to fail or fade. Verses 9 
– 11 show the contrast between true 
love and false love.  Talk is cheap: if 
you profess with your mouth to know 
Christ and walk in the light, yet you 
hate your brother that is a sure sign 
that you are in darkness until now.  
Hatred is a sign and natural charac-
teristic of our natural darkness.  If we 
are living by His Word then we are not 
going to be a bad example to oth-
ers.  If we are loving our brethren in all 
circumstances, no matter who they 
are and how unlikeable they may be 
at times, we are going to win people 
for Christ, we are not going to be a 
stumbling block to others. 

This can be concluded in one word: 
‘Christlikeness’.  The Lord Jesus Christ 
said that the law and the prophets 
were summed up in Him. We see in 
His life love like we’ve never seen in 
any character in all of history and 
even in the Bible.  We see in the Lord 
Jesus God’s law and God’s agape 
love in perfect harmony together.  
How Christ-like are you? 

How did the Saviour walk, and how 
ought we to walk?  He walked in 
faith; He submitted Himself to His Fa-
ther’s will, even to the extent of be-
ing obedient unto death.  Do you 

walk by faith?  Do you walk in total 
dependence upon your Heavenly 
Father? He walked in the word, He 
never doubted for one moment its 
authority, and He never accepted 
the authority of another over it.  He 
walked in prayer.  Can you see Him 
getting up in the dead of night and 
walking through the household and 
out into the street and up the moun-
tain into a solitary place and praying 
all night long before His Father?  Can 
you see Him getting up a great while 
before day, and going into the wil-
derness and praying to God?  Do you 
see Him withdrawing Himself from the 
crowd?  There were people to heal, 
disciples to teach, but He needed to 
draw strength from His Heavenly Fa-
ther. Do you walk in prayer?  

How like the Lord Jesus Christ are you 
my friend?  This is what God wants, 
this is what the church needs. 

7.  
Actions speak louder than words, in 
other words it means, by loving, car-
ing, sharing; the world and us will say 
‘ truly these people are different from 
others, they do what they say and 
say what they do like their Master 
Jesus did’.  Being saved we are new 
creations, the life of Jesus is within us, 
a life full of compassion, love, mercy 
and forgiveness.  If we experience 
this kind of life among us then we are 
assured of being saved.  We don’t 
get saved because of our works, but 
by grace through our faith in Jesus as 
the son of God, therefore we don’t 
earn salvation by any means.

The signs of assurance are: 
- if anyone does sin we have one 
who speaks to the Father on our de-
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fense – Jesus Christ…

- if anyone obeys this word God’s 
love is truly made complete in Him 
this is how we know we are in Him 
(Saviour)

- its truth is seen in Him and you 
because the darkness is passing and 
the true light is already shining in our 
lives

- whoever loves his brother lives 
in light and there is nothing in Him to 
make him stumble

These signs are the evidence of our 
new life gained by grace through 
faith in Jesus Christ the Son of the Liv-
ing God.  Praise the Lord.

Let’s rejoice in the Lord our wonderful 
Saviour.

8.  
- if we strive to keep His command-
ments.  Our fellowship with God is 
based on keeping his command-
ments.  Jesus tells us the same in John 
14:15 and John 15:10.  It’s not discour-
aging, in that we are not without sin 
so we can’t have fellowship with Him, 
but that the way we live, those who 
have fellowship with Him, living apart 
from sin, our ‘practice’ determines 
whether we are righteous or not.

- If we strive to know the truth.  We 
need to know what the will of God is.  
It has to be more than a casual ac-
quaintance with the truth….we must 
embrace it.  

- If we embrace our hope.  God 
desires even more to show to the 
heirs of the promise the unchangea-

bleness of his purpose and it is impos-
sible for God to lie.  This hope is an 
anchor of the soul, a hope both sure 
and steadfast.

- If we love the brethren.  When 
we sever our relationship with a broth-
er or sister in Christ we sever our rela-
tionship with Him as well.  We might 
think, they don’t deserve our love. or 
if you only knew what they had done 
to me…or it’s up to them to come to 
me…it was their fault.  All that may 
be true, but if we love because He 
first loved us….we didn’t deserve it 
either, if people only knew all that we 
had done, it was all our fault.  

The manifestation of godly works 
in us assures us that something has 
transformed us.  If we don’t see these 
things we may question whether any 
changes have taken place.  God 
wants us to not only know Him, but to 
know that we know Him, but as many 
scriptures indicate this assurance is 
linked to how we live subsequent to 
our profession of faith.  Absolute as-
surance of salvation is a powerful tool 
to help us obey God’s commands 
and thereby walk in fellowship with 
Him day by day.

The child of God is characterised 
by obedience, by walking as Christ 
walked and by loving his brother and 
all this in the midst of a world where 
there is neither godliness, light nor 
love.

9. 
When we ‘get saved’ or ‘becomes 
a Christian’ or ‘decide to live for Je-
sus’ it means that we have reached 
a turning point in our lives.  Until then 
(if we are honest enough to admit 



it) we never gave God or Christ a 
thought.  Yes we may have gone to 
church weekly or monthly, or maybe 
only at christenings, funerals, Christ-
mas and Easter.

But that doesn’t matter.  Why does 
that not matter?  It doesn’t matter 
because we have reached a turning 
point and something spiritual within 
us, even if we don’t fully understand 
it, has drawn us closer to God and 
the realization that Jesus died for us.  
What we felt or believed previously 
is in the past but the moment we 
came to salvation through the blood 
of Christ will remain with us forever.

So there we have the ‘getting 
saved’, ‘becoming a Christian’ part 
of our lives but what about those 
doubts and fears that come along in 
the night?  What assurance can we 
have?  What assurance do we have?

One thing I have found when tied up 
in knots about such things is to first of 
all calm down, panic not!  My fears 
may be unsettling me, but has God 
changed?  Is He unsettled by my 
fears, other than he wants me to re-
lax again in his love?  No, God is the 
same, so is Jesus, so is the Holy Spirit.  

Verse 3 says that ‘We know that we 
have come to know him if we obey 
his commands…….’  Am I wrong in 
thinking that there is a command-
ment that we should love one anoth-
er?    No?  Well perhaps we should 
all try harder.  Consider this – are you 
a different person since you became 
a Christian?  Have you felt a desire 
to stop swearing, stealing, lying, bul-
lying?  Have you felt a desire to show 
love to someone you previously had 

no time for?  What about the old 
people?  When you come into our 
church, does your heart compel you 
to go to the elderly and embrace 
them with a hug and a smile?  No?  
Well you should perhaps try it or go 
greet a young person.  Let them 
know you care about them – believe 
me there will be a reciprocal blessing 
for you in that one action.

Verse 5 says ‘But if anyone obeys his 
word, God’s love is truly made com-
plete in him.  This is how we know we 
are in him’.   That’s a confirmation 
of verse 3 -‘We know that we have 
come to know him if we obey his 
commands…….

Verse 6 says ‘Whoever claims to live 
in him must walk as Jesus did’.  There 
is a little saying that sums up this ‘You 
can fool some of the people some of 
the time, but you can’t fool all of the 
people all of the time and you can’t 
fool God at any time’

If we are claiming to be Christians 
then surely we cannot be expected 
to do anything less than live up to 
the declaration that we must walk as 
Jesus did.  Now, yes, we all slip up, 
make mistakes, we are human after 
all.  But there should not be a single 
moment in our days that we are not 
trying 100% to live in accordance 
with what God wants for our lives.  

These verses seem to be telling us 
to follow the commands of God 
because that shows us who we re-
ally are.  Someone who does not 
love God will have no desire to ful-
fil God’s wishes.  If deep within you, 
you know that there is something 
desiring to only serve God, then you 

29



are a child of God.  We haven’t to 
rely on feelings but at the same time 
when it seems you are surrounded 
by a peace, a love, a desire to serve 
others, when you want to tell some-
one you love them (whether or not 
they are your Christian family) then I 

believe that is God by the power of 
the Spirit working in your life.  Honour 
it, cling to it because God is clinging 
on to you and He never wants to let 
go.  That, my friends, is what I believe 
about assurance’
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written by jamie boulton
Read Psalm 97

Often we want the Lord to move, we are sure the Lord will, and 
when He doesn’t we wonder why does God allow our suffering, 
why has he allowed the decline of the Church in this nation

I searched the scriptures for a word that may comfort us in a dif-
ficult, time, a footprints type sermon, one where we may be com-
forted and a promise that it won’t be too bad for us.

And here is what the Lord returned

Psa 97:1  Jehovah reigns; let the earth rejoice; let the multitude of 
islands be glad.

In a nutshell this is my message for the Church, friends regardless of 
the times, regardless of the emotions, or feelings we have about a 
situation, we must return to this simple message in scripture to get 
us through, THE LORD REIGNS

It’s always good to read a psalm, but today through a study of this 
psalm we will see that this is the most excellent thought and how 
the psalmist writes to reveal the Nature of God’ actions, and how 
we can develop as mature Christians.

The Psalm
The word psalm means poetry to the music of a stringed instrument. 
We know that the psalms are rich in prophecy and is one of the 
most quoted books in the bible, next to Isaiah. Many of the psalms 
are attributed to David, but equally as many we don’t know who 
wrote them and we don’t know when they were written.

Psalm 97 is one of these; its author and time frame are anonymous 
to us, 

Often when this is the case, this reveals to us that the psalm is rel-
evant to all generations and that all you need to understand it is 
on the page.

But to truly understand any of the psalms it’s important to under-
stand the rules behind Jewish poetry, as any English literature stu-
dent is taught the rhyme and meter to understand the message.
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Because Jewish poetry is very differ-
ent from what we know of poetry, 
and has changing and sliding rules.

The first being the parallelism, we un-
derstand Poetry to have either par-
allelism of sound, meaning it rhymes, 
or Parallelism of time, meaning its 
rhythm, 

Yet Jewish poetry works differently in-
stead it has parallelisms of thought, 
so in other words, it contain various 
form of pairings to make a point, 

The three kind of pairings we get are
Comparative = two similar items to il-
luminate, get a view from many dif-
ferent angles almost give a 3d image 
Contrasting =  is the principle of Jew-
ish thought know as on the other 
hand, it hedges in a point by giving 
the positive and negative so as to 
pinpoint it.

Syntheses, = a complex series of 
points designed to create one im-
age, often followed by the word Se-
lah

Now in case you’ve lost me, I will 
highlight it at work in a famous psalm, 
psalm 23.

Psa 23:1  A Psalm of David. Jehovah 
is my Shepherd; I shall not want. A 
comparative, of Lord and Shepherd, 
to different, but similar roles, highlight 
the nature and are summed up in 
the final words,

He makes me to lie down in green 
pastures; He leads me beside the still 
waters. Psa 23:3  He restores my soul; 
He leads me in paths of righteousness 
for His name’s sake.  A synthesis, vari-

ous thoughts put together to make a 
point,

Psa 23:4  Yea, though I walk through 
the valley of the shadow of death, I 
will fear no evil; for You are with me; 
Your rod and Your staff, they comfort 
me.  A contrast, two in fact, 

So now fore armed let us delve into 
psalm 97.

Psalm 97 over view

As a whole the Psalm is clearly a pro-
phetic vision of the 2nd coming, but 
it also has a fulfilment that is as rel-
evant to the time it was written to as 
it does today.

Can be divided up into sections, as a 
reductive study.

V1 is the statement on which all the 
other section will highlight.

V2-5 highlight how God acts.

V6-9 highlight how we should per-
ceive God to resolve to do V1.

V10 to end is our reaction.

Psalm 97, dissected 

V1, The word Jehovah as explained 
by the Lord himself in Deuteronomy, 

And Jehovah passed by before him 
and proclaimed, Jehovah! Jehovah 
God, merciful and gracious, long-
suffering, and abundant in goodness 
and truth, keeping mercy for thou-
sands, forgiving iniquity and trans-
gression and sin, and who will by no 
means clear the guilty, visiting the in-
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iquity of fathers on the sons, and on 
the sons of sons, to the third and to 
the fourth generation. Exodus 34:6-7
 
The isles, 
Gen 10:5  By these were the coasts 
of the nations divided in their lands, 
every one after his tongue, after their 
families, in their nations.

This scripture reveals this is the gentile 
nations, making this a psalm relevant 
for all people.

Yet Verse1 is a statement of faith as 
great as Gen 1:1, it stands alone, it 
isn’t justified, Jehovah reigns, be-
cause?, instead Jehovah reigns, this 
psalm does not explain why, he just 
does, I wonder if you believe that? 
If so, then all your troubles are cast 
away, because no matter what hard-
ship, Jehovah reigns, 

V2,  is a comparative, we see two 
types of shroud, cloud and darkness, 
both previously used by God when 
he met and acted with the children 
of Israel, the third being fire, but the 
fire was used in judgment, and so it’s 
not used here, because that is not 
what the psalmist wishes to convey, 

So why the cloud and darkness, well 
what they convey is that they hide 
God from the face of man, Because 
no man can see God and live, but 
as for the children of Israel, you have 
to believe God is at work in the midst 
of his shroud, where his actions and 
thoughts are hidden from plain sight, 

Yet the remainder of the verse builds 
a synthesis of Gods actions, shroud-
ed in mystery, but built upon the most 
excellent pillars, of righteousness and 

Judgment.

Heb 1:8  But to the Son He says, “Your 
throne, O God, is forever and ever. A 
sceptre of righteousness is the scep-
tre of Your kingdom. 

Heb 1:9  You have loved righteous-
ness and hated iniquity, therefore 
God, Your God, has anointed You 
with the oil of gladness above Your 
fellows.” 

Take heart from these verses, if you 
are waiting for God to act, or he 
hasn’t answered a prayer as you 
would have liked, God’s way are not 
ours, he acts as he does,

But instead often we turn to men to 
save you (Peter in prince Caspian)

But v3 to 4 highlight how God does 
act in a series of comparative verses, 

V3 , consuming fire Heb 12:28  There-
fore, since we are receiving a king-
dom that cannot be shaken, let us 
have grace, by which we may serve 
God acceptably with reverence and 
godly fear, 

Heb 12:29  for also, “Our God is a 
consuming fire.”

V4, lightning, in psalms talks of Gods 
judgment, and in the prophets signi-
fies the speediness of Gods actions, 
and this is highlighted by our con-
stant wait for Gods ultimate promise 
Mat 24:27  For as the lightning comes 
out of the east and shines even to 
the west, so also will be the coming 
of the Son of Man.

V5, Mic 1:4  And the mountains shall 
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melt under Him, and the valleys shall 
tear themselves, as wax before the 
fire, and as waters poured down a 
steep place.

In our minds this seems like a volca-
no, yet many scholars note there was 
no volcanic activity in the region at 
these times. 

Instead we deduce the psalmist 
highlighting that the strongest thing 
known to them at that time, moun-
tains, and the most ancient and most 
predictable, hardwiring and always 
there, are as nothing to God when 
he acts, God can move the immov-
able

These verses highlight and build a 
synthesis, that God is a consuming 
fire against the unjust, acts more 
swiftly than lightning, and nothing 
can stop him, 

This we like about God, but cou-
pled with V2, where his actions are 
shrouded, means, God can do these 
things, when it is the right time.

Scripture is full of periods where God 
hardly acts, and allows suffering to 
happen upon generations of his 
saints, many of the psalms have the 
words how long O Lord will you allow 
the wicked to …… and many books 
such as foxes book of martyrs or even 
Georges missionary reports highlight 
that sometimes God doesn’t act. 

Do we abandon God then, and say 
he is cruel and unusual, no because 
the second part of V2 highlights why 
God does not act yet. And his prom-
ises such as that of Matthew, give us 
reason to stand.

But more importantly the psalmist 
now gives us reason to stand, in v6

V6 is a contrasting verse, In that the 
heavens declare but the earth mere-
ly sees

Declare = naw 
Gawd = proclaim,     
See = raw 
Aw = behold

Yet the word for heaven here only re-
fers to the natural heavens, the sky 
the celestial bodies, the kosmos, Na-
ture as we may deem it,

But this isn’t a look at nature and 
you will see the wonder of God in his 
creation as Paul writes it, instead the 
psalmist says to the reader, God’s 
very morality is revealed in the na-
ture,

V7 is a contrast that follows this on, 
all the people see and Behold His 
glory, but v7 gives us two groups, 
those who perceive and those who 
don’t, those whom are ashamed for 
what they did and those who aren’t, 
yet the psalmist highlights that there 
Gods are subject to him

What do you do when you perceive 
his glory, are you ashamed of your 
actions, or do you count in your 
deeds or new leaders, not realising 
that even they are subject to God

V8-9 create a synthesis to reiterate 
this point, that Jehovah is higher than 
any other authority. Yet it begins with 
the statement Zion rejoices in your 
judgments. 

The Church rejoices in God’s actions, 



in his ways, we may dare to criticise 
our leaders, our bosses our politi-
cians, we could do it better, 

But not God, because as we have 
seen his throne is built upon right ness 
and Judgment of sin, his acts are 
purposeful, we cannot tell God how 
to act, we must not but instead be 
as Ezekiel when asked can these dry 
ones live, Lord you know.

V10 – 12 reveals how we might act, 
when we understand that Gods way 
are not our ways,

V10  is a statement reiterating V1, but 
it’s also comparative Love Jehovah 
and hate evil are two ways of do-
ing the same thing, it then creates a 
synthesis to help us build a picture of 
why we should wait on God, and not 
act ourselves

It is God who keeps us, it is God who 
delivers from the evil,
Rom 13:1  Let every soul be subject to 
the higher authorities. For there is no 
authority but of God; the authorities 
that exist are ordained by God.

V11 is not a comparative but a syn-
thesis highlighting, what the Lord has 
done for us, so that we remember 
we don’t worship God for what he 
will do, but what he has done

The wonderful promise of light being 
sown for us Joh 12:46  I have come as 
a Light into the world, so that whoev-
er believes on Me should not remain 
in darkness. 

And why should the upright in heart 
be glad, Psa 7:10  My defence is from 
God, who saves the upright in heart.

Because they can expect salvation.

So in v11 we are left with the conclu-
sion of this line of thought, Rejoice 
in Jehovah, and give thanks to the 
memory of his holiness, (the com-
munion table)

His holiness which means we can be 
saved

In short friends Psalm 97 is unapolo-
getic, in its simple message, worship 
God, why, because he’s God, 

Often we jump in and don’t wait on 
god or accept that he is in control, 
we want action, The psalmist teach-
es us this action is to worship him and 
accept his actions,

What we have seen is that God is 
able, so if he is able why do we not 
consider the reason is that it is not 
within his timing or planning and 
therefore we must be patient and 
accept God is sovereign

We must be as Shadrach, Meshach 
and Abednego, who said our God is 
able to save us but if not we will not 
bend the knee
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Dear Friends and Sponsors, 

“UNCONDITIONAL LOVE – Last 
week I went with a member of 
staff to the local garbage dump 
where over 600 kids live with their 
families among the rotting knee 
deep garbage.  They wade 
through it looking for food or 
things they might sell to survive.  

They share the land with pigs, wild dogs and vultures, each try-
ing to survive.  We are in drought, making matters worse.  Crops 
have failed. Water shortages and soaring food prices.  People are 
desperate. So it was no surprise really when they stormed the ve-
hicle as we tried to deliver food (bags of maize flour and loaves of 
bread).  A sea of hands grabbed whatever they could get and ran 
away clutching it tight in case their only means of survival for a few 
days were robbed by someone else. In the process, they took their 
opportunity to rob our belongings, our money and some personal 
documents. 

Robbed by the very people we went to help. In the natural you 
want to throw your hands up and withdraw from ever going there 
to help them again, but then you realize that Jesus was crucified 
by the very ones he came to save, yet in His love, His great sacri-
ficial unconditional love, He still extends His grace, His mercy, His 
arms to the very ones who beat him.  Why should we be exempt 
as followers of Christ?  These experiences are us identifying with 
the One who loves us and gave Himself for us while we were yet 
sinners.

Contrast that experience with a young street kid among a large 
group of street kids on an embankment, sniffng glue to keep warm  
and take the hunger pangs away, who simply asks for a hug after 
handing out food.  I think he needed the love more than the food 
in that moment.  In that moment he experienced unconditional 
love from someone who was willing to hug a very dirty street kid.  



Isn’t that what Jesus did for us? He took us in the filth of our sin, held out His arms 
and drew us into Himself. He loved us even when we hurt Him. He loved us in 
spite of our sin.  That’s why I will be back in the garbage dump.  There may be 
just one that needs a hug. 

Ministry 
Even in His earthly ministry, Jesus was motivated by unconditional love.  As tired 
as He was and crossing a lake to get alone with His Father and escape for 
some “alone time”, yet when the crowds found Him, He didn’t get frustrated, 
He didn’t chide and say, “Can’t I just have some time alone without you follow-
ing me”?  The Bible says, “He had compassion on them”.

Sheep without a Shepherd. Our ministry should flow out of heart of love and 
compassion for others. 

This year we have consistently been reaching over 71,000 children weekly with 
the Gospel through our Sunday School Program, yet never forgetting the one, 
like the young girl raped by her father who sits crying alone on the school play-
ing field, or the young girl aged 9 who has declared herself a lesbian after 
watching pornographic movies that her mother would watch with different 
men or women that she would bring home into the one-roomed house think-
ing the children were asleep. This young girl has been sent home from school 
many times for inappropriate contact with other young girls. These kids are 
flung into a world that affects them deeply for the rest of their lives unless we 
reach them with the life saving power of the Gospel. 

I know both how to be abased and I know how to abound: eve-
rywhere and in all things I am instructed both to be full and to be 

hungry, both to abound and to suffer need.  Philippians 4:12
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Prayer Requests:

•	 Please	pray	for	God’s	protection	over	all	the	staff	and	the	children	here.		
 One of our staff was attacked this last week requiring hospital attention.  
 Medical care here is not free of charge. 

•	 Please	pray	for	the	children	that	they	will	have	their	lives	totally	impact	
 ed by the Holy Spirit. 

•	 We	have	been	asked	to	do	a	large	kids	event	in	Nairobi	on	May	27th			
 for the Global Outreach Day with over 5000 kids.  Please pray that this  
 event will go well and impact many kids’ lives. 

THANK YOU:  I cannot thank you enough for being a part of this ministry.  
Thank you for keeping me on the field. I wish you all a very blessed Easter. 

Janine 
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There are many things that need to be done in the kingdom and as 
such we have created a structure at Grace which allows people 
to move out into that good work the Lord has put into your heart.
 
Our hope as a church is to release people into that gifting, which 
the Lord has given, so we may reach out in many directions, and it 
is Jesus who is directing us. 

All our activities here at Grace are for the purpose of seeing our vi-
sion outworked in people’s lives. And to do this, whatever it is that 
you feel the Lord has called you to do is either to: -

Reach = aimed at anyone who does not know the Lord Jesus as 
Saviour and so is designed to teach them this truth by having an 
activity which the gospel may be audibly shared at. 

Teach = aimed at those who know the Lord as Saviour that they 
can learn more about Christ and His nature, so we can be more 
like Him every day

Keep = for the purpose of meeting together to encourage one an-
other with the Lord, to grow up in Christ. 

Serve = to make the process of Reaching, Teaching and Keeping 
possible, through the practical assistance needed. 

If you have such an idea, brewing within you and you don’t even 
know where to start, then can I encourage you to get in touch with 
me on either my email or by phone. We will talk about it and begin 
the process of getting this God-given calling into practice

However, for others it may be that you don’t want to start an activity 
but look to help out with the existing church tasks. It’s just you don’t 
know where to start. So the ‘Gizza job’ section of our ‘Inspiration’ 
magazine is to let you know about the ongoing roles that need to 
be filled. Have a read of the descriptions and if you feel you can 
help, then please get in touch with the contact in the advert. 

For activity leaders, if you would like to advertise a role you’re look-
ing for volunteers in, then please submit your advert to the com-
munications team, with your contact details, so that people can 
get in touch. 

The Lord bless you in your service for His kingdom. 
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Musician
Have you got a talent hidden under a bushel?  Can you play a musical in-
strument?  Are you ready and willing to use that talent for the Glory of God 
and the extension of His kingdom? 
There are 2 positions available and no reason whatsoever that one person 
could not serve both.
Position 1. 
Venue: Grace Pentecostal Church. (Minor Hall)
Date and time: Every Friday 1-2 pm
Job description: To serve the Living God and provide a musical accompa-
niment for our weekly 
Oasis 55+Meeting.
Position 2.
Venue: Grace Pentecostal Church. Minor Hall
Date and time. Quarterly. To be announced.
Job description: To serve the Lord, who is not willing that any should perish 
and provide musical accompaniment to our 
“Food for thought” outreach Specials.

If you are willing to fill either or both these positions, or for further informa-
tion, please contact 
Carol Duxbury 07400523995 or Pastor Jamie Boulton 01254 54541

The Lord bless your prayerful consideration. 

Library of Grace: Assistant Librarian

Activity leader –Lynne Haydock 
type of activity – Keep 

Aim – to provide a facility where Christian resources can be accessed and 
borrowed for personal and group encouragement and study 
When it Takes Place – Tuesday 2 - 8pm (or for some period of time within 
these hours) 

Helpers need to do one or all of the following:- 
* Help visitors access resources on the internet, locate books via the cata-
logue  
* Help visitors with the use of the printer/photocopier as appropriate 
* To serve and/or make refreshments for visitors 
* To encourage and stimulate discussion of Christian topics 
Special requirements – none needed but familiarity with computers would 
be useful and baking experience welcomed
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Grace Kids
Activity Leader: Christine Morris
Type of Activity: Reach

Aim:  to provide a sanctuary or city of refuge for children where they may 
come and find the only true refuge Jesus Christ as their Lord and Saviour, 
through activities that teach Jesus and by building relationships so they 
can see Jesus in you.

When it takes place: Friday 5pm-730pm
Where it takes place: Grace Pentecostal Church Blackburn
Helpers needed to do:- one of or all of the following
•	 Help	children	to	participate	by	befriending	and	sharing
•	 to	help	with	story	telling
•	 To	be	available	to	help	with	presentations	(need	to	be	free	Sunday	
afternoon/evenings for rehearsals)
•	 help	to	tidy	and	clean	and	put	away

Special requirements: will need to undergo a DBS check

Toddleabout
Activity Leader: Sharon Moorehouse

Type of Activity: Reach

Aim: To give parents/carers and children the sound saving knowledge of 
Jesus Christ whilst providing a safe and secure environment for this to hap-
pen. To provide age-appropriate toys and activities and equipment to 
help develop and enhance the child’s developments. To support and ad-
vise parents as and when needed. To introduce children to the Lord Jesus 
Christ through example, prayers, stories and activities

When it takes place: every Thursday 9 am to 3pm (term time only)
Where it takes place: Minor hall, Grace Pentecostal Church Blackburn
Helpers needed to do:- one of or all of the following
•	 helpers	are	required	to	come	and	sit	with	parents	and	carers	to	share	
the gospel with, 
•	 to	help	with	setting	up	and	putting	away,	
•	 to	do	a	story	time	presentation	with	an	audible	gospel	message

Special requirements: will need to undergo a DBS check
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Sunday School
Activity Leader: Sunday school

Type of Activity: Teach

Aim:  to help the children discover the very nature of God for themselves 
through the bible and to not look at it as a type of babysitting

When it takes place: Sunday 1030-1230

Where it takes place: Class room, Grace Pentecostal Church Blackburn

Helpers needed to do:- one of or all of the following
•	 take	a	Sunday	school	class	on	your	own	on	a	rota	basis	depending	
on how many Sunday school teachers, this will require you to need to do 
prior preparation and study so the children are adequately prepared for. 
Special requirements: will need to undergo a DBS check

Grace Youth
Activity Leader: Daniel Talbot, Melanie Boulton

Type of Activity: Reach

Aim:  to share the message of Salvation in Jesus Christ through interaction 
and programmes which are relevant to Young people. 

When it takes place: Friday 7pm – 9pm

Where it takes place: Grace Pentecostal Church Blackburn

Helpers needed to do:- one of or all of the following
•	 Help	young	people	to	participate	by	befriending	and	sharing
•	 to	help	with	activities
•	 To	be	available	to	help	with	presentations	(need	to	be	free	Sunday	
afternoon/evenings for preparation)
•	 help	to	tidy	and	clean	and	put	away

Special requirements: will need to undergo a DBS check

46



35

Prayer Meeting/First light
Activity Leader: none (interim Jamie Boulton)

Type of Activity: Keep

Aim:  to continue to pray for various means within our church and without 
to build our own faith and to discover the truths of the Lord’s will in our 
church 

When it takes place: Tuesday 7am – 8 am or 7:30pm-8:30pm
Where it takes place: Grace Pentecostal Church Blackburn

Helpers needed to do:- one of or all of the following
•	 to	come	to	pray	for	the	missionary	activities	around	the	globe
•	 to	come	and	pray	for	the	church	planting	work	at	Great	Harwood
•	 to	come	and	pray	for	the	sick	of	our	Church
•	 To	come	and	pray	for	Evangelism	and	the	wining	of	souls
•	 to	come	and	pray	generally	that	the	Lord	would	move	in	His	mighty	
power

Special requirements: none

Prayer For Israel
Activity Leader: none (interim Jamie Boulton)

Type of Activity: Keep

Aim:  to continue to pray for the work of God amongst the Jews, for the 
peace of Jerusalem, and for Israel.  

When it takes place: first Wednesday of Every Month 1pm – 2pm

Where it takes place: Classroom, Grace Pentecostal Church Blackburn

Helpers needed to do :- one of or all of the following
•	 to	have	a	passion	for	the	people	of	Israel	to	come	to	know	Jesus	as	
Saviour

Special requirements: none
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Worship Group
Activity Leader: Christine Morris

Type of Activity: Serve

Aim:  to provide the opportunity to worship the Lord via music in any event, 
activity or meeting  

When it takes place: could be any time (worship practice currently Thurs-
day 7:30pm-10pm

Where it takes place: Main hall, Grace Pentecostal Church Blackburn
Helpers needed to do :- one of or all of the following
•	 to	play	a	musical	instrument	or	sing
•	 to	work	the	overhead	projector
•	 to	man	the	sound	desk

Special requirements: none

Stewards

Activity Leader: none (interim Jamie Boulton)

Type of Activity: Serve

Aim:  to serve the church by helping all events, activities and meetings to 
run smoothly by providing practical assistance  

When it takes place: could be any time 

Where it takes place: Grace Pentecostal Church Blackburn

Helpers needed to do :- one of or all of the following
•	 to	greet	people	at	the	door
•	 to	help	distribute	communion
•	 to	help	set	the	communion	up
•	 to	be	a	point	of	contact	for	visitors
•	 to	pray	with	those	who	have	accepted	the	Lord	as	Saviour
•	 to	help	to	provide	security	whilst	others	are	distracted

Special requirements: none



Missions Disbursements 

Activity Leader: none (interim Jamie Boulton)

Type of Activity: Keep

Aim:  To inspire the church into service and to manage our involvement in 
the spread of the gospel of Jesus Christ throughout the World through sup-
porting the various missionaries financially, liaising with them and informing 
the church of their work, and by inviting them to come and speak to the 
congregation

When it takes place: could be any time 
Where it takes place: Grace Pentecostal Church Blackburn

Helpers needed to do :- one of or all of the following
•	 to	provide	support	to	the	mission’s	secretary	on	deciding	who	will	be	
supported or not
•	 To	keep	accurate	accounting	records	to	be	delivered	to	the	finance	
teams

Special requirements: must be a member

Church Planting

Activity Leader: none (interim Jamie Boulton)
Type of Activity: Reach

Aim:  To create a viable and self-sustaining church which shares our vision 
and goals and joins with us in close union, all over the world

When it takes place: could be any time 
Where it takes place: Grace Pentecostal Church Blackburn

Helpers needed to do :- one of or all of the following
•	 to	help	with	evangelism	strategy	for	the	town	of	Great	Harwood
•	 to	create	and	edit	a	quarterly	newsletter	to	be	sent	to	all	those	inter-
ested in the works at Great Harwood
•	 Labourers	to	help	with	the	clearing	out	and	rebuilding

Special requirements: none
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New Building projects/gardening/ 
Maintenance/Cleaning/Caretaking
Activity Leader: none (interim Jamie Boulton)

Type of Activity: Serve

Aim:  Keep the building in a safe and habitable condition for the use of all 
other departments. 
 
When it takes place: could be any time 

Where it takes place: Grace Pentecostal Church Blackburn

Helpers needed to do :- one of or all of the following
•	 Cleaners	to	clean	the	building	regularly
•	 To	help	mow	the	lawn	regularly	and	manage	the	plant
•	 to	complete	the	various	maintenance	jobs	listed	on	the	board	under	
new project, Gardening, and Maintenance
•	 to	help	with	regular	setting	up	for	the	various	meetings	and	their	re-
quirements

Special requirements: none

Hub Leader

We are looking for individuals who would be willing to open up their home 
one night a week to run a Hub group.  The role will involve coordinating a 
meeting (although not necessarily doing every part) where a group of 5 to 
7 attendees of the church may attend to fellowship, study, pray and wor-
ship together. Currently the details are being worked out and we are look-
ing for individuals who may be interested in knowing a little more about the 
role. An enquiry doesn’t mean you have agreed to do it. 

If you are interested or would like to know more, then please contact Jamie 
on 01254 54541, or email pastorgracechurchblackburn@hotmail.co.uk, 
and title the email Hub leader



Cleaners
We are looking for individuals who feel they could just give a part of their 
time a week to regularly clean a part of the building. Anyone wishing to 
take on this role must feel a calling from the Lord to do it and have a pas-
sion for the building to look its best for the work of the Lord. Cleaners will 
be responsible to the Cleaning coordinator and must agree to follow their 
instructions as activity leader. 

If you are interested or would like to know more, then please contact Jamie 
on 01254 54541, or email pastorgracechurchblackburn@hotmail.co.uk, 
and title the email Cleaner

Cleaning Coordinator
We are looking for an individual who would like to become an activity 
leader, coordinating the Church’s cleaning. This does not mean you are 
doing all of the cleaning, but rather coordinating the cleaning that is done, 
as well as having the responsibility for the cleaning budget. The Individual 
should feel called to the role by the Lord, with a passion in their hearts that 
the building should be a clean, warm and safe environment for church 
activities to take place in. The cleaning coordinator will be part of our 
building management department and will be overseen by the Building 
management department Deacon. This is a serve activity 

This is what the role begins like but were looking for someone who can 
make it so much more than it is as described here

Activity leaders are required to agree to conform to 10 standards, the two 
which are prerequisites of applying are that you have been in attendance 
at Grace Church Blackburn for at least 3 months and you are a member. 
If you are interested or would like to know more, then please contact Jamie 
on 01254 54541, or email pastorgracechurchblackburn@hotmail.co.uk, 
and title the email Cleaning coordinator
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Stewards
We are looking for individuals who would like to help out with one or more 
of the various stewardship jobs that are needed to make the church servic-
es possible. The various stewardship jobs are:- Setting up the Communion, 
Handing out the communion, tidying away the Communion set, Greeting 
people at the door, helping people to find a seat, encouraging new peo-
ple by helping them to find a seat and introducing them to the people sat 
around them, handing out of literature, and helping with practical issues 
during the services. Some of these jobs are already done by some people, 
but we are always looking for new people to help on a rotating basis. Any-
one wishing to take on one of these tasks must feel a sense of calling from 
the Lord and a passion to serve one another.  Stewards will be responsible 
to the Stewards Coordinator and must follow their instructions as activity 
leader.
If you are interested or would like to know more, then please contact Jamie 
on 01254 54541, or email pastorgracechurchblackburn@hotmail.co.uk, 

Stewards Coordinator
We are looking for an individual who would like to become an activity 
leader, coordinating the church’s stewards. The stewards of the church are 
those individuals who pass around the communion and help to set it up/
put it away; stand and greet people at the door passing out the relevant 
literature; and help new people to find a seat, introduce them to the peo-
ple around them and make them feel welcome. The coordinators role is 
to make sure all of these tasks are running as they should, training and en-
couraging the stewards in their roles, planning rotas and delivering them.  
The individual should feel called to the role by the Lord and have a passion 
to make people feel welcome and challenged. The steward’s coordina-
tor will be part of the ministry team’s department and be overseen by the 
ministry team’s deacon. This is a serve activity.

Activity leaders are required to agree to conform to 10 standards, the two 
which are prerequisites of applying are that you have been in attendance 
at Grace Church Blackburn for at least 3 months and you are a member. 
If you are interested or would like to know more, then please contact Jamie 
on 01254 54541, or email pastorgracechurchblackburn@hotmail.co.uk, 
and title the email steward’s coordinator



Deacons
We are looking to fill a number of various deacons roles within the church. Dea-
cons here at Grace have the job of overseeing our departments in the day to 
day running of the church. The role of Deacon is threefold. 

1. The Deacon meets with the activity leaders to encourage them in the work 
they are doing, obtain a report or request for finance and assistance, check the 
activity is still running as the activity leader said they wanted it to.  They do this 
for each activity leader in their department, balancing and encouraging their 
needs with one another. 

2. Meet quarterly as part of the church council to bring a report on the pro-
gress of the activities in the last quarter and inform of the plans for the new quar-
ter. They bring any request for finance or assistance and represent the depart-
ment in all decisions made. 

3. They help nurture brand new activities in their department into being, so 
that they can run effectively. 

Each one of our departments looks to serve the work of the kingdom in three 
particular ways. Our Spiritual departments are concerned with reaching, teach-
ing and keeping people for the Lord; our Service departments look to make the 
work of the church legal, safe and possible; and our Inspirational departments 
look to inspire the church into service. 

The Deacon role requires a great deal of commitment, has a great deal of re-
sponsibility and is completed by those who have a heart to serve others rather 
than lead. Those wishing to take on this role must know that they are called by 
the Lord to do it. 

As the role may need a better explanation, please feel free to enquire for more 
information

Deacons are required to agree to conform to 10 standards, the two which are 
prerequisites of applying are that you have been in attendance at Grace Church 
Blackburn for at least 3 months and you are a member. 

Deacons, as representatives of a department must be elected by the church. If 
you would like to apply, please be aware that a vote will taken on completion 
of your application process. This is not a popularity contest, but one based on 
suitability. 

If you are interested or would like to know more, then please contact Jamie on 
01254 54541, or email pastorgracechurchblackburn@hotmail.co.uk, and title the 
email Deacon.
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