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Welcome to this issue of “Inspiration” our 
monthly church magazine, designed to 
keep you informed of all that’s going on 
here at Grace.

All I can say to sum up this month is WOW. 

Such a simple word that really doesn’t sum 
it up only to tell you that if you weren’t here 
then you really missed out. It’s a word that 
expresses the inexpressible without really 
telling you much about the events which 
require the word to be said. In short (too 
late I hear you say) it is a word which conveys astonishment in the 
positive sense. 

Truly it is a month that we can be positive about. One that was jam 
packed full of incidents and blessings. And sitting this side of it and 
looking at yet another month, which has the hall marks of business, 
I wonder if July will contain the same opportunities to be blessed? 

That probably seems like a strange question, but being busy doesn’t 
always mean that you are having a positive experience. Certainly 
in our lives, at home, the mounting piles of ironing, and the daily 
tasks, don’t positively welcome something which makes the house 
hold tasks even busier. The same is probably true for us at work, 
where we can be incredibly busy and then a new process, new 
task, new client, and all of a sudden we struggle to fit it all in. 

Therefore, just because we have more on at church, it doesn’t 
mean that it will come across to you as a Spiritual blessing or a 
positive thing. It can in fact become more of a burden. Certainly if 
you also have a lot of things on at home and at work. I even joked 
with the church that this summer (June through to September) was 
so busy that your house will forget what you look like. 

I wonder if you feel the burden of a statement like that, or do you 
see it as an opportunity to be blessed? It is the way that you apa-
proach it and look at it that will make the difference as to how you 
experience it. The Lord is a constant in our lives, but the promise to 
draw closer to Him is not something that comes and goes, that is 
given and then withdrawn. It is a constant. What makes it feel to 
us like it ebbs and flows is actually ourselves, who are in some days 
and not in others.

During this month Christine Morris shared a message at our wora-
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ship team practice expressing how 
the week after a good week we can 
feel flat, and it can seem as though 
the same excitement isn’t there. Is 
that because the Lord is having a 
week off? Of course it isn’t. The ana-
swer is most definitely ourselves, bea-
cause the Lord’s desire for us to draw 
near to Him is regardless of the spea-
cial circumstances of the day. It is the 
special circumstances of the day, 
which more than likely, cause us to 
focus on the Lord more. 

Truly it is easier to think of the gospel 
and the saving grace of the Lord 
when your church is full of people 
who haven’t accepted Him as Sava-
iour; as we did for baby Christopher’s 
dedication. It’s easier to come to 
pray for an urgent need when we 
hear about a young girl’s despera-
ate heartache over a baby, and 
then hear the miraculous; as a child 
is placed in her womb when it was 
not physically possible. It was easy 
to thank the Lord when we buried 
Alan Jackson, a man of 90 years of 
age. Who had the courage to turn 
to Jesus at the age of 89 and was a 
brand plucked from the fire. We can 
easily acknowledge the Lord for all 
His goodness: For sending in the una-
saved and using various people and 
groups to bring together our first ever 
outreach to the over 55’s. It is not 
hard to praise and worship the Lord 
when we looked at four of our brighta-
est stars going through the waters of 
baptism. But it’s not so easy to get 
yourself excited for a wet Tuesday 
evening prayer meeting when it’s 
been a long day. It’s not so easy to 
praise the Lord during the worship of 
the bible study, knowing you’re goa-
ing to be there for another 2 hours. 

It can be very diffcult when you haa-
ven’t slept well all week to get up for 
the Sunday morning service when it’s 
cold and damp. But don’t tell youra-
self it is because the Lord is only really 
present for the big stuff and not for 
the mundane every day. Jesus proma-
ised us in Mathew 28:20, I will be with 
you until the end of the age not just 
when you have a special.

So if the Lord is the one who is cona-
stant, always with us and only a 
prayerful conversation away, we 
must conclude its ourselves who ebb 
and flow. 

I said I hope that July, which is as 
equally a busy month, will be as 
equally a blessing, and we could 
say that is very possible since we too 
have a busy schedule. And because 
we have many things to get excited 
about and to seek the Lord for, we 
most likely will feel the same, if not 
better, the sense of blessing in our aca-
tivities for the Lord. August and Sepa-
tember also look equally busy, and I 
am excited that we are becoming 
very busy as a church. But our excitea-
ment, our blessings, our positive feela-
ings cannot be brought out, like the 
best china, just because it’s a spea-
cial. We need to become and have 
a stable everyday experience with 
Jesus. This is vital for us so that evea-
ryday can truly be a WOW moment, 
and not just the special days. 

Take any normal day in the week and 
ask yourself how does this become 
a wow day? The answer for most of 
us is a desire for something extraordia-
nary to happen. 

When I was prayerfully considering 
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if the Lord had called me to Blacka-
burn I listened to a sermon, where 
the message used a line from Disney 
Pixar’s ‘Incredibles’. The line was ‘I’m 
waiting for something amazing to 
happen’. I knew from just that part of 
the sermon that this was the Church 
the Lord had called me to come 
and serve at. Because I, who had 
a mundane insurance job, at which 
I really did enjoy and worked hard 
long hours, was still waiting for somea-
thing incredible to happen. Except I 
wasn’t waiting for just something ina-
credible, because I had seen that, I 
was waiting for something incredible 
in the Lord, in my life, and a call out 
of the blue to do something I had 
thought was never going to happen. 
That was pretty incredible!

But most days something incredible 
doesn’t happen, except that Jesus 
is still your constant. The possibility to 
draw into His presence, to know Him 
better than you did yesterday, that 
hasn’t gone anywhere. 

How else might we make an ordinary 
day into a wow day? Well the answer 
is we strive to make it a positive one 
and we bound out of the door with 
plans for seeing the good in everya-
thing and the joy in the buttera-cup. 
I tend to find that on days like that 
it usually ends pretty quickly. Some 
disaster, some conversation maybe 
even some world event, or even the 
absolute lack of anything or anyone 
acknowledging your positive outlook 
on today. And even if you manage 
to stay positive all day, it felt more like 
a real hard slog, rather than a day 
of blessing. I remember a Film with 
Hayley Mills in called ‘Pollyanna’ and 
in the film she is introduced to the 

rather miserable town folk the glad 
game. The glad game is where you 
look for the positive in every situation. 
Ive seen people do it, but sometimes 
we want to be able to have a good 
moan, because everything isn’t posia-
tive, and no one, especially the word 
of God said you had to try to always 
be positive.

Positive thinking is more like fooling 
yourself than it is delivering a WOW 
day. Yet the Lord is still a constant 
and no matter what you experience, 
be it the positive or the negative, be 
it loss and pain or joy and gifts, the 
Lord promised I will be with you till the 
end of the age. 

And when we hold on to that, then 
we may come to realise its entirely 
possible to be sad, yet blessed. We 
may come to experience that its 
possible for nothing extraordinary to 
happen and yet it be an extraordia-
nary day; because Jesus is with you, 
yesterday, today and tomorrow too. 

Does that sound a little bit too hippya-
fied for you. It does sound fruity and 
in no way practical doesn’t it? Well 
that’s all dependant on how you 
want to hear it. 

You can hear it as a platitude that 
people say to try and offer some 
comfort (but it never brings comfort) 
like ‘I will pray for you’ or ‘if there is 
anything I can do, just ask’. Not that 
they may be platitudes by the person 
saying them, they genuinely mean 
it. But to you it seems unhelpful and 
impractical help, when you want the 
answer to be either the removal of 
that pain, or for today to be extraora-
dinary and positive. 
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However, if you hear it as it is then 
maybe that which you want, the 
WOW day, will be experienced, bea-
cause it is given. 

So how is it? Well it’s the words spoa-
ken by Jesus, ‘I will be with you until 
the end of the age’. 

Firstly, those words are not said by 
your mum or dad, your brother or sisa-
ter, not even by a close friend, they 
are said by the creator of the whole 
world. The one who will rule it all, 
and who redeemed it all. If today 
the Queen, or some other celebrity, 
said I am coming to your house for 
tea, that would be an extraordinary 
thing. Is it any less extraordinary that 
Jesus is coming to share every one 
of your experiences with you, even 
on a wet Tuesday afternoon? I think 
it’s more extraordinary. Joni Mitchell 
sang ‘you don’t know what you’ve 
got till it’s gone’. When something is 
constant, it loses its lustre, but its no 
less extraordinary that Jesus wants 
to spend today with you. Zacchaeus 
was so blessed by his day with Jesus 
that he changed his life completea-
ly. If today your life is mundane and 
boring, maybe you need to change 
it and begin to live for Jesus. These 
words ‘I will be with you’, they are exa-
traordinary words of comfort. If you 
live alone, you’re not alone. If you 
feel alone, you’re not alone. If your 
left alone, you’re not alone. It’s not 
a platitude, and if you stop to think 
about it, I hope you may see how 
very much your cup overflows.

Secondly, although that promise is 
for you, it’s not yours exclusively, its 
sent to all those who have accepted 
Christ as Saviour. Therefore, your exa-

traordinary, mundane day, your posia-
tive but sad experience, all over the 
world, many are having the same 
one. Today you who are born again 
are part of a family that is impossia-
ble to count, myriads upon myriads. 
How does that help? Well stop focusa-
ing on yourself, and start praying for 
those others, as they will for you. And 
as we encourage one another, lift 
one another up and build upon one 
another, well Tuesday morning just 
turned into a WOW day.

A friend of mine from when I was a 
teenage in Stoke on Trent posted 
on his Facebook page that due to 
the recent result in the EU referena-
dum, other than his wife and child, 
he had nothing to live for. He had his 
own cake and coffee shop business 
and he feared it would go bankrupt. 
I wrote to him and told him that he 
could always ask Jesus into his life as 
Lord and Saviour. His reply was that 
unless Jesus bought coffee or cake 
he couldn’t see how that would be 
much help. 

I wonder if you think like that? What 
practical help is the Lord in my despair 
today? If you think the Lord is only ina-
terested in you when you’ve got it all 
together, or if you think that church 
and my relationship with Christ is a 
luxury for my spare time. then prea-
pare for more mundane Mondays. 

I replied back to my friend that Jesus 
wouldn’t be buying cake or coffee 
from him but giving him a far more 
practical solution, something better 
to live for. 

Today can be your WOW day, all you 
need to know is, Jesus is with you, and 



with all others who have accepted 
Christ as Saviour. Then dwell on that. 
what did you do to deserve such an 
honour?

As always I pray for a blessing on 
those who seek the face of the Lord. 

I would once again like to thank all 
of the contributors to this month’s isa-
sue and a special thanks to Vicky for 
her time and effort putting it togetha-
er. Let me encourage you if you do 
have a poem, a testimony or a short 
message you would like to share then 
you can come and see me or email 
it to pastorgracechurchblackburn@
hotmail.co.uk
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Last month and this month has been and will be a spectacular 
time for the Youth.

Earlier this year we needed to cancel our Annual Youth trip ... the 
cost grew and grew and it was unfair to keep asking more from the 
families that were potentially paying 3 times to begin with. 

However recently, an anonymous person donated the money we 
need. God met the need through them! Because of these funds, 
we have organised and planned a ‘Girdle Busting weekend’ for 
them. 

The Youth will be stopping over night on the 15th of July at Church 
a- the evening will be filled with activities, and workshops a- following 
a strong Gospel theme. And ending this fantastic time with Alton 
Towers on the 16th. 

This month I would like to encourage you all to ‘seek first the kinga-
dom of heaven’. 

It has always been on my heart that the Youth would be given 
countless opportunities to either accept Jesus as Saviour a- or ena-
couraged to grow in their relationship with Him. God has met that 
need. Not by providing other people to go and help them, but by 
providing us with the resources and the time to give them these opa-
portunities ourselves! With the help of the Holy Spirit. 

I wonder a- is there anyone who is praying that God would send 
someone else to spread the gospel, or perhaps someone else to 
support your Christian friends and family? Be that person. 

Of course it’s easier said than done and it won’t work the way you 
plan. It never will. 

It’s all in Gods timing. 

For a long while I prayed that the Youth could have their own Bia-
ble study. God met that need, and it started. However honestly it 
was a good  6 a-12 months before it properly got going. We were 
willing, yet had no experience of doing a Bible study, we simply 
wanted one for the young people a- and had the heart, it aligned 
with God’s will and is still going on two years later. 

written by daniel talbot
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Not only that, but the numbers have 
grown from 2 members to 5. This might 
not seem like a lot of people, but this 
doesn’t matter as when they meet a- 
they meet to get to know God that 
little bit more than when they came.

Many of those Youth were baptised 
in June. Not because they might as 
well, since a few they know are also 
doing it, but because each and 
every one of them involved has a 
relationship with God and desires to 
get to know Him more a- so they are 
publicly declaring ‘I am a Christian’ 
even though that has caused them 
trouble and sometimes hurt. They are 
persisting! 

Seek first the kingdom of Heaven.

Though most of us have perhaps lost 
count of the times we have heard this 
a- look around at the Church. As we 
are doing the Lord’s will, and doing 
what He has called us to do a- God is 
moving in this place. 

Everything that we didn’t have to do 

Gods work ... shows up! If it’s a lack 
of funds, it’s there when we need 
it. If it’s a lack of resources, it’s there 
when we need it. If it’s a lack of time 
.... we get given suffcient time to do �
God’s will. 

Whatever we lack as a Church we 
are gaining; both spiritually and physa-
ically. Why? Not because it would be 
nice. Not because it makes us look 
fantastic. But because we are seeka-
ing first the kingdom of heaven a- and 
there for the tools required are proa-
vided by God Himself. We simply 
need to be willing.  So pick them up, 
and get working! Because we are all 
called to do God’s will. Sharing the 
Gospel. 

Get going. You might lose people, 
you might be hated for it a- but God 
will provide a way and make it possia-
ble for us to share the Gospel in more 
ways than we imagined. 

Be compassionate a- stand on the 
rock of Jesus. Nothing can stop us, as 
long as God is willing and He is. 
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On the 26th June we baptised four of our young people at what 
was an emotional and spiritually stirring meeting. The worship was 
flowing freely, and to praise the Lord was easy, despite the heat of 
the baptismal tank. It was a morning of celebration and a delight 
as a Pastor to be a part of and to watch. 

Baptism is a very specific ritual in the Bible that unfortunately many 
people confuse with Christening. The word in the Greek for baptism 
is Baptizo, and it means to fully immerse. Baptism is an event where 
the candidate steps willingly into the water, is pushed under it and 
then drawn back out again. Its entirely symbolic and it’s something 
we are commanded to do in Mathew 28:19. 

The reason that we are commanded to do it is not because Jesus 
was also baptised but because we identify with Jesus death, burial 
and resurrection. Our sins which separated us from the Lord are 
hung upon the cross with Jesus, that old selfish person, who only 
though in the capacity of what they get out of a situation is buried, 
and a new ‘born again’ believer is resurrected with the promise of 
eternal life. Its not that we used to sin and now we have been bapa-
tised we no longer do. Rather it is that we used to think of ourselves 
with every decision and now we think about Jesus and do as He 
wants. Its also that we couldn’t save ourselves and since the wages 
of sin is death, there had to be a death for our sins, and now we rise 
again no longer condemned because the price has been paid. 

It was one Sunday evening about a month ago when Anna Talbot 
walked into my offce and asked if she could get baptised. I asked �
her why she wanted to and she said that she knew it was the next 

written by jamie boulton
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step for her spiritual growth. 

You see all that I have shared with you as to what baptism represents, isn’t 
what happens when your baptised, its what happens when you ask Jesus as 
your Saviour. Baptism is an event, where that which Spiritually happened, is 
publically declared. That’s why Anna could come and say, this was what was 
next. Soon the rest of our teens group followed her and each of them, having 
battled with their own fears and issues, came to a desire that they wanted to 
be baptised. Each of them came to that decision for a different reason and on 
Sunday morning they shared that with us. 

Micah said:  

“If you had asked me just over three years ago 
what I did on a Sunday morning, I would have 
said that I sat at the back of the church, on 
whatever I brought to entertain me. Not wor-
shiping or listening much at all, I would maybe 
occasionally hum to parts of a song but that’s 
it. Well today I stand in front 
of you now, three and a bit 
years on stood firm on Jesus, 
with an understanding and 
love for Him. Yet even wor-

shipping Him at the front of the church knowing that 
Micah Boulton, who sat at the back church ignoring 
the person preaching, who didn’t love God as I do 
now, who didn’t have a desire to know God intimate-
ly is dead; and he will never raise again; because my 
God was willing to send His Son to die for me and eve-
ryone else that I may live”.



Anna said:  

“I’m here because I’m not ashamed anymore 
about my faith; Jesus Christ died for me so I’m 
doing this for Him”. 

How she felt afterwards:

“After the baptism, I had a feeling I can’t explain. 
It was amazing and I wanted to do it again, but 
what made it even more awesome was knowing 
God would be proud of what I had just done.”

Oliver told us:  

“The reason why I have chosen to get baptized is 
that I believe in the Father, Son and Holy Spirit also 
whenever I doubt myself about whether I am Chris-
tian or not I can now look back at this moment and 
now prove to myself that I am a Christian”.

13



Adam declared:  

“ I want everyone to know that I am a Christian, this 
is what I believe, this is the church I attend”. 

They were lovely and confident declarations, but each one different. Yet the 
thing that was the same, which unified them, and is the reason for their bapa-
tism, they all wanted to publically share that they had been saved by Jesus. 

That’s what baptism is. It is a chance to publically declare that which has spira-
itually happened at salvation. And our young people did not shy away from 
doing that. They invited friends, family, 
those who may never go to church and 
those they had feared would ridicule 
them for their faith. But they didn’t invite 
them all to show off rather to show them 
what the Lord had done in their lives 
and how it is possible it could be done 
in the lives of their guests. 

If you had asked me in January would 
we be having a baptism for these four 
people in June I would have said “highly 
unlikely”. Yet they have shown in this last 
6 months a remarkable desire to know 
the Lord better in their lives; they have 
soaked up the word of God to know Jea-

14
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sus better; they meet with one another, or with others for their own personal 
baptism; they have made personal stands for Jesus at their schools which have 
caused them personal loss; between them they attend every meeting; and 
none of it is coerced, none of it was required, its all been from personal desire, 
a desire to know Jesus better. 

I am very proud of them as the Pastor, but I am also in awe of their enthusia-
asm and desire for the Lord. They truly lead the way for us all. I wonder are we 
prepared to follow? Are we prepared to die to self, be buried and rise again a 
new creation dedicated to Jesus?
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Are You Fresh For Everything?

Sometimes we are fresh and eager to attend a prayer meeting, 
but do we feel that same freshness for such mundane tasks as pola-
ishing shoes?  Being born again by the Spirit is an unmistakable 
work of God, as mysterious as the wind, and as surprising as God 
Himself.  We don’t know where it begins a- it is hidden away in the 
depths of our soul.  Being born again from above is an enduring, 
perpetual, and eternal beginning.  It provides freshness all the time 
in thinking, talking and living a- a continual surprise of the life of God.  
Staleness is an indication that something in our lives is out of step 
with God.  We say to ourselves, “I have to do this thing or it will 
never get done.”  That is the first sign of staleness.  Do we feel fresh 
this very moment or are we stale, frantically searching our minds for 
something to do?  Freshness is not the result of obedience; it comes 
from the Holy Spirit.  Obedience keeps us “in the light as He is in the 
light...” (1 John 1:7)

Jealously guard your relationship with God.  Jesus prayed “that they 
may be one just as We are one” a- with nothing in between (1 John 
17:22).  Keep your whole life continually open to Jesus Christ.  Don’t 
pretend to be open with Him.  Are you drawing your life from any 
source other than God Himself?  If you are depending on somea-
thing else as your source of freshness and strength, you will not rea-
alise when His power is gone.

Being born of the Spirit means much more than we usually think.  
It gives us new vision and keeps us absolutely fresh for everything 
through the neverending supply of the life of God.

O Lord, breathe on me till I am one with You in the temper of my 
mind and heart and disposition.  Unto You do I turn.  Again, how 
completely I realise my lostness without you!

monthly devotional a- oswald chambers

Jesus answered and said to him, “Most 
assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born 

again, he cannot see the kingdom of 
God.”

John 3:3
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What a transformation is taking place when our ‘not so little anya-
more’ worship team meet to practice….yes we do practice.  Thursa-
day is our usual slot, but we are flexible should something else be 
taking place.  We meet at 7:30pm and I don’t think we have mana-
aged to leave before 9:30pm yet, because we spend some of that 
time ‘lost in wonder, lost in love….lost in worship’. Worship is impora-
tant…not important as in…everything has to be perfect, or proa-
grammed, or predictable..2 fast, 3 slow, repeat the chorus 3 times 
at the end…kinda way.  Nor is it important in a primadonna ‘look 
how good our performance is’ either.  If you watch my face you 
will know when I go wrong….often!  But it is about our attitude, our 
hearts, our devotion, the way we can openly express our thankfula-
ness and so much more to the Lord.

But at 7:30pm, after the day we have had, it’s hard to come straight 
into it; it’s not like Sunday, where we can come into His presence 
prepared and ready to worship…cos Sunday is when we know that 
is how it should be.

So when we gather together to practice, we have started to share, 
at the beginning, a  little thought to help us to focus;  and I thought 
I would collect them and share them here as a diary of our journey 
in worship together.

16th June

John 4:23 says ‘The time is coming, yes, it is here now, when the true 
worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and in truth. The Father 
wants that kind of worshippers’.  This is part of Jesus’ conversation 
with the woman at the well.  Do you know what it says to me?  That 
there are false worshippers.  People who worship the same God, 
the same Jesus, but as Mark 7:7 says, ‘ they worship in vain’.  They 
are not the kind the Father seeks.  

As we look around at those worshipping, they seem to be really 
into it, going for it and we can think that they are just fine.  But does 
their worship carry any value?  More to the point, does your wora-
ship carry any value or is it pointless, fruitless, useless?  I don’t want 
to live life praying and singing through all these meetings to be 
told, you may as well have not done it!

True praise and worship is powerful, just look at Alan Benson (article 

written by christine morris
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on page 23 of this magazine). Is that 
what you want?

23rd June

Exodus 33:18a-23 sees Moses asking 
God to see His glory and he is put in 
the cleft of a rock and covered by 
God’s hand.  Mind blowing!  I wonder 
if Moses knew what would happen, 
may be not, but he knew something 
would.  And what he saw made him 
bow down in worship.

There are moments when God steps 
from the invisible into the visible.  Moa-
ments when God, who is so often hida-
den and working behind the scenes 
in realms we often cant understand, 
leaps into view and makes Himself 
so obvious that noa-one can deny it.  
Moments when all God’s goodness 
passes in front of us, when His greata-
ness is revealed to our eyes and ears.  

We are rebuilding and that it is hapa-
pening now, is no coincidence…it’s 
a Godincidence!  To father, to plant, 
to build, to oversee, to bring God’s 
order and structure to a place.  All  
this precedes a visitation of God’s 

glory.  How do I know……..?  It’s in 
scripture. 

The tabernacle in the desert, the 
Temple in Jerusalem.  Moses and Sola-
omon had God’s blueprint and built 
what the Lord asked them to…exacta-
ly.  It’s at the point when these builda-
ings were dedicated to the Lord that 
His glory came and filled the place.

WE ARE THE TEMPLE OF GOD.  We 
are being built together, building on 
each other to become the dwelling 
in which God lives.  Now is the time 
to build a temple according to the 
blueprint of heaven and for us to be 
able to present ourselves as living 
sacrifices…holy and acceptable by 
association.

But it comes at a cost.  It takes a spea-
cial kind of people who are willing for 
God to overwhelm their plans and 
programmes. 
 
Are you willing to think about your 
blue print for worship? Are you willing 
to change should the Lord speak to 
you at any time?  I hope you are……I 
am!
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Thanks again, everyone for all your continued support for Missions 
in 2016.  Please pray for and support  our mission meetings during  
2016.  We have two possible visits remaining before the end of July 
and this named our year of sowing. The next visit in the Grace dia-
ary will be from Sasha and Sara (AOG Serbia) on Sunday July 1Oth 
at 6pm. I realise that some of you may not be aware that Sara is 
a former member of the church and has been in Serbia for some 
time working as a missionary there. Sara had an initial call to this 
area in the early 1990’s and, after meeting Sasha at bible school, 
has served the Lord there ever since sometimes in diffcult circumsa-
tances. Please ask me if you would like any further information. Saa-
sha and Sarah last visited Grace in July 2014 so we are looking 
forward to a challenging update having supported their ministry in 
prayer and finance since 1999. Please.   

We have a visit from Ian and Sarah Hodgeson and their girls on 
Sunday August 07th at 10.30am. They are on their first furlong from 
Cambodia. You will remember their visit to us on 1/06/14 when they 
were preparing to leave the UK. It will be interesting and a chala-
lenge to hear how they are progressing with language developa-
ment in the diffcult Khmer dialect and how God has provided for all �
their many outgoings and needs. They have fond and warm memoa-
ries of us from the last visit and so I know you will make them equally 
welcome this time. I receive regular mailings from them and always 
include them in the half year giving so the church has already supa-
ported their work and prayerfully sown into Cambodia ministries 
via the mission’s prayer meeting and your personal prayers.  If you 
are interested in a prea-visit info update don’t hesitate to ask.  

The third date in the diary will be Martin Dudgeon’s visit on Sunday 
evening October 30th 6pm with an insight into a specific Asian misa-
sionary perspective. Please pray for Martin in his continuous travela-
ling  on missions itinerary throughout the UK.  

In spite of some recent developments in our own country and cona-
tinent they are extremely minor when you compare them to the 
instability of the middle east and of many African countries. We do 
live in our own bubble of relative security and balance. We are not 
often under any immediate threat of violence and we certainly 
do not lack the essentials of food, water and shelter and most ima-
portantly safety. Yet many of our Christian friends overseas do lack 
these basic essentials and are under constant threat. Some can’t 
find work because of their testimony and others are marginalised 
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or treated as second class citizens.  To 
exemplify this please consider these 
two situations from recent materials I 
have received.  

Firstly, consider the Christian coma-
munity in Aleppo, Syria. As you know 
there has been a continuous civil war 
here for over 5 years.  In fact Aleppo 
like much of Syria, already lies coma-
pletely in ruins. Recently, in fact bea-
tween April 22a-24th, a further intense 
bombardment of the city was cona-
ducted using gas cylinders, mortars, 
and missiles. This resulted in the death 
of 197 members of the Christian coma-
munity and hundreds more injured.  A 
Baptist minister who has remained by 
faith in the city to help those injured 
and to distribute food, despite the 
violence, reports that there are fires 
everywhere, explosions and mothers 
not asking for food but simply where 
can they hide their children out of 
the way of this terror!  It is not easy for 
everyone to leave but as you know 
many do. Can you blame them? On 
May 20th in the province of Minya in 
Egypt a mob of 300 militant Muslims 
set fire to the homes of seven Chrisa-
tian families and forced an elderly 
Christian lady into the street and told 
her to walk around naked chanting  
Allah Akbar “God is great”.  These 
are just two of some very distressing 
things that are happening almost 
daily. If you are shocked then please 
do consider your relative ease in the 
UK. These situations don’t make easy 
reading but how should we react? 
Certainly not with anger, but with 
prayer and financial support if we 
can. Not with a passion for revenge 
but by changing the world as best 
we can, one person at a time by wita-
ness and awareness of the truth of 
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the word of God. 

If you would like to join our missions 
covenant scheme for £24 a year or 
£2 a month then please ask me or 
collect one of the forms on the misa-
sions table. You can start any month. 
I have also continued writing letters 
of encouragement to every AOG 
missionary.  AOG currently have 71 
individuals on the field most of whom 
are couples.   If you want to join in 
you only need to write, or at the very 
least pray for a minute, a short leta-
ter of encouragement and I will post 
to the missionary along with mine. It 
shouldn’t take more than ten minutes 
you will be blessed by doing it.

I will provide some details of a new 
missions contact in September. Bea-
fore then  I want to encourage 
you to look again through the past 
church magazines from Septema-
ber 2015 and find a contact to write 
to.  As you may have heard ISIL on 
the ground in Syria and Iraq is now 
greatly depleted and they have also 
been contained in the port city of 
Sirte, Libya.  Please pray that those 
still involved will see dreams of Jesus 
as they live in the constant fear of air 
strikes and the advance of ground 
forces on all sides.  The next mission’s 
prayer meeting will be on Tuesday 
July 5 2016 @ 7.30pm D.V when you 
will have the opportunity to bring 
these persecuted church and the 
many other overseas missions issues 
before the Lord.   
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Summary 
Alan Benson a missionary from our own church here in Blackburn, 
has been arrested by a group of Japanese invading soldiers and 
is about to charged and then tortured.  He is accused of being a 
spy. This true story is set in China during the early part of the Seca-
ond World War.  Alan begins to endure a period of painful and 
vindictive torture during which his faith in the Lord is his sustaining 
strength. Alan is charged as a spy and the torture is continued and 
enhanced in more deeper and more painful ways but Alan sticks 
to his guns despite the pressure being brought to bear on him by 
his cruel captors.  Despite sustained and diverse affliction over a 
defined period Alan holds fast and declares this faith and urges his 
cruel captors to repent and be saved.  “God cannot help you!” 
was the Japanese assertion. However, our missionary maintains his 
steadfast stand for Christ throughout. Alan is now subjected to the 
dreadful and humiliating water torture designed as another paina-
ful method of extracting a confession; this continued for a numa-
ber of days.  Rather than becoming weaker he gains strength and 
forbearance as he calls upon the Lord despite being at his lowest 
ebb. 

He resists putting his associates in danger and his daily portion of 
prayer and God’s grace suffces, allowing him to endure the very �
worst of conditions.   Amazingly, the Japanese request prayer but 
it only serves as an opportunity to further humiliate our missionary. 
The true testimony of this experience is that Alan finds the Lord to 
be a true source of strength in that he is able to endure and tria-
umph over the adversity before him.  

Subtle familial methods are then used to try and break Alan’s spirit 
but it was a cruel trick engineered by relentlessly wicked minds.  
The Japanese attempt auto suggestion as a trick. Our missionary 
graphically describes the conditions of his captivity and its limia-
tations and lack of basic comforts.  Bathtime  proved to be an 
endurance test both physically and mentally once again death 
seemed nearby but the word of God was a joy, peace and a suca-
cour. When every single earthly thing and hope was lost he found 
deep joy in Jesus Christ.  There was the opportunity to witness to a 
Chinese communist offcial this was mostly conducted using small
strips of paper this man became a Christian and began to effeca-
tively witness such that others also became Christians. Alan asks 
again, are you the reader, a Christian? Have you come to Christ? 
Do you truly know him in your heart?  There are now some regular, 
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surprise very short visits from Alan’s 
wife. He is also presented with a leta-
ter that had apparently been found 
in the Yangtze river.  It was in fact a 
letter from the UK that contained the 
word Hallelujah. (Praise the Lord).  
This had confused the Japanese 
and they were disappointed that it 
was something they could not hold 
against him and point towards him 
being a spy.  At this point Alan is ada-
vised that he will be shot the followa-
ing morning however this did not ima-
mediately take place. Although Alan 
completely accepted this as God’s 
plan he was made to linger for two 
nights which was traumatic and 
stressful. Then the threat was lifted 
although he was told that he would 
eventually be executed but they 
didn’t know when!

A Manchurian interpreter takes a 
great risk to give Alan a new reason 
for hope. He felt like the Lord was on 
his side for certain. Alan is exposed 
to some new tricks to make him cona-
fess but he is not compromised in the 
least. This infuriates his captors who 
are desperate for a confession or 
they will be accused of failure and 
therefore lose their honour. Five coma-
munist prisoners reject the gospel bea-
fore being executed.  Alan recounts 
a story about some aircrew to whom 
he witnessed to and accepted sala-
vation who just a few hours later lost 
their lives in a 1944 bombing raid over 
Germany.  He urges the reader to 
turn to and accept Jesus Christ.  Alan 
is now told he will appear again bea-
fore a court he believes this will lead  
to his certain execution. He pointed 
out to the court that he was a misa-
sionary not a spy.  It soon became 
clear that they did not have any evia-
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dence against him for the charge of 
spying and that they were planning 
an immediate release which is what 
happened and Alan was at last reua-
nited with his wife as a free man.          

Part 20 – My Reactions on my release      

I was very thankful for my release at 
last after this long period of torture 
and felt it was the Lord’s will and 
purpose for my life.  I felt more dea-
termined now to serve him more efa-
fectively. I felt that I could be a testia-
mony of God’s deliverance from the 
impossible. When I look back, whilst 
writing this I can recount many who 
have been encouraged to go on 
even when faced with diffculty after �
hearing my testimony. Others have 
given themselves over to the Lord 
declaring faith in His word. There has 
been much power from my testimoa-
ny that is why I have put it to print.  A 
short time after my release I was hava-
ing a recovery holiday with my wife 
in a place called Peitehho, China. 
I was crossing the road when I was 
knocked down by a Japanese milia-
tary lorry and was left for dead. I felt 
this was a deliberate act because 
the lorry had already passed me but 
then suddenly turned around further 
down the road. I was taken to our hoa-
tel with an injury to the shoulder but 
after prayer I made a complete rea-
covery. I felt it was now at last, time 
to leave China so I decided to trava-
el home via Tientsin, Shanghi, Hong 
Kong, Java, and South Africa, this 
was in late 1940 and Europe was at 
war.

In next months issue:
Part 21  Revival Blessings           
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Matthew 17 : 22-23 tells us “When they (Jesus and disciples) came 
together in Galilee he said to them “The Son of Man is going to be 
betrayed into the hands of men.  They will kill him and on the third 
day he will be raised to life”; and the disciples were (obviously) 
filled with grief.

Matthew 18:1-5 CHILDREN
The Greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven
At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Who is the 
greatest in the kingdom of heaven?”

Here we have the disciples being shown the importance of the 
children
2 He called a little child to him, and placed the child among them. 
3 And he said: “Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like 
little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 4 Therea-
fore, whoever takes the lowly position of this child is the greatest in 
the kingdom of heaven. 5 And whoever welcomes one such child 
in my name welcomes me.

Causing to Stumble
6 “If anyone causes one of these little ones—those who believe in 
me—to stumble, it would be better for them to have a large milla-
stone hung around their neck and to be drowned in the depths 
of the sea. 7 Woe to the world because of the things that cause 
people to stumble! Such things must come, but woe to the person 
through whom they come! 

10 “See that you do not despise one of these little ones.  For I tell 
you that their angels in heaven always see the face of my Father 
in heaven.

Luke 17 reiterates what was said in Matthew 18:6  …” things that 
cause people to sin are bound to come but woe to that person 
through whom they come.  It would be  better for him to be thrown 
into the sea with a millstone tied round his neck than for him to 
cause one of these little ones to sin. SO WATCH YOURSELVES”

A few verses later we also read...
Luke 18 : 15-17 The Little Children and Jesus
15 People were also bringing babies to Jesus for him to place his 
hands on them.  When the disciples saw this, they rebuked them. 
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16 But Jesus called the children to 
him and said, “Let the little children 
come to me, and do not hinder 
them, for the kingdom of God bea-
longs to such as these. 17 Truly I tell 
you, anyone who will not receive the 
kingdom of God like a little child will 
never enter it.”

It is a very serious offence to cause a 
fellow Christian to falter in their faith.  
WE ALL NEED ENCOURAGEMENT.  No-
one is exempt from the charge of 
helping others.

So the children were being used as 
examples of how we need a simple 
basic faith to come to Jesus – not a 
degree in theology – not a PhD in 
good living.  We need to come as 
we are.

AND JESUS BLESSED THE CHILDREN   
(Isn’t this what people of today want 
the Pope to do?  a- When a parent’s 
heart is towards God they want their 
children to be blessed by God; unfora-
tunately there are many people toa-
day whose heart is not towards God 
but who think that a blessing from the 
pope will help to ensure their child a 
place in heaven.   

We know of course that many para-
ents for the same reason desire to 
have their children christened even 
though after that day’s celebraa-
tions they may not step into a church 
again until they want them to be 
confirmed!)  

It is far better to know you have been 
blessed by the Son of God himself 
than any priest, vicar, minister or 
other cleric.  Do you want a bless-
ing from God today – if so go straight 
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to the top.  After the crucifixion the 
veil to the inner sanctuary was torn 
down – we now have access to the 
holy place where God resides that 
was not available to the OT people.  
Let’s make sure we use it – the cost 
of tearing the veil down was a very 
high one.

I want now to move away from the 
children but keeping in

Luke 18
The Parable of the Pharisee and the 
Tax Collector
9 To some (people) who were confia-
dent of their own righteousness and 
looked down on everyone else, Jea-
sus told this parable: 10 “Two men 
went up to the temple to pray, one a 
Pharisee and the other a tax colleca-
tor. 11 The Pharisee stood by himself 
and prayed: ‘God, I thank you that 
I am not like other people—robbers, 
evildoers, adulterers—or even like this 
tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week 
and give a tenth of all I get.’

13 “But the tax collector stood at a 
distance. He would not even look up 
to heaven, but beat his breast and 
said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a 
sinner.’  14 “I tell you that this man, 
rather than the other, went home jusa-
tified before God. For all those who 
exalt themselves will be humbled, 
and those who humble themselves 
will be exalted.”

God have mercy on me a sinner – 
We often speak about the thief on 
the cross and the words he spoke “ 
Lord remember me when you come 
into your Kingdom” and how we cona-
sider him to be the first person to get 
to paradise.  Well I believe that the 



27

day the tax collector died, he would 
have met up with that thief.  God 
have mercy on me, a sinner.

We could give that phrase a name – 
The Sinners Prayer for Salvation

The Pharisee who was there at the 
time certainly wasn’t helping the tax 
collector to have a relationship with 
God – he was out for himself.  But 
what about the disciples – dare I ask 
if they were any better at that moa-
ment in time – WHY did they not want 
the children to be brought to Jesus?

Were they trying to protect Jesus 
from the push and pull of the crowd 
around him;
Were they thinking that Jesus would 
be tired and needed to rest;
Or, were they trying to keep Jesus to 
themselves?

I do hope it wasn’t the last statement

What if we stay in Luke 18 but move 
on to verse 35-43

A Blind Beggar Receives His Sight
35 As Jesus approached Jericho, a 
blind man was sitting by the roada-
side begging. 36 When he heard the 
crowd going by, he asked what was 
happening.   37 They told him, “Jea-
sus of Nazareth is passing by.”  38 He 
called out, “Jesus, Son of David, have 
mercy on me!”  39 Those who led the 
way rebuked him and told him to be 
quiet, but he shouted all the more, 
“Son of David, have mercy on me!”  
Do you recognise that same prayer 
for mercy

But again WHY WOULD THEY DO 
THAT, why would they try to stop the 

beggar.  I assume that the ones leada-
ing the way were the disciples and 
they had already been told off for 
trying to stop the children from geta-
ting close.  Did they think Jesus would 
want nothing to do with a blind bega-
gar?  Did they think that as one time 
fishermen and the like they were beta-
ter than him a mere blind beggar?  
That as the friends of Jesus they were 
the important ones.

Remember – not one of us here is 
more important than another pera-
son.

But something of a miracle hapa-
pened and I wonder if you have ever 
stopped to consider it.

Firstly the blind beggar would have 
had good hearing – he would have 
heard crowds before; heard hooa-
ligans messing around and heard 
people just passing by as he asked 
for something to eat or coins he 
could purchase bread with.

This time, something was different.  
This time the air was charged – somea-
thing was happening.  The blind 
man’s senses were heighted and 
he could feel it; he just knew it deep 
down; and when told Jesus was there, 
he knew that he had to get close to 
Him but how – the crowds and discia-
ples had shown they wouldn’t help?  
So what did he do?  HE YELLED and 
when they tried to shut him up HE 
YELLED LOUDER THAN EVER.
 
Do people ever try to put you down; 
put a dampener on your faith; make 
things a little harder for you to see 
Jesus – THEN YELL because the bible 
says  And Jesus heard.  You know 
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those three little words are so prea-
cious, so wonderful, so comforting.  
And Jesus heard – and you know 
what – he always will!

40 Jesus stopped and ordered the 
man to be brought to him.  When 
he came near, Jesus asked him, 41 
“What do you want me to do for 
you?”  “Lord, I want to see,” he rea-
plied.  42 Jesus said to him, “Receive 
your sight; your faith has healed you.”  
43 Immediately he received his sight 
and followed Jesus, praising God.  
When all the people saw it, they also 
praised God.

Matthew 9:18 
Jesus Raises a Dead Girl and Heals a 
Sick Woman
In Matthew 9 we read of a synaa-
gogue leader who came and knelt 
before Jesus and said, “My daughter 
has just died.  But come and put your 
hand on her, and she will live.”  19 Jea-
sus got up and went with him, and so 
did his disciples.

20 Just then a woman who had been 
subject to bleeding for twelve years 
came up behind him and touched 
the edge of his cloak.  21 She said to 
herself, “If I only touch his cloak, I will 
be healed.”  
Maybe we should pray that we too 
might have such faith

22 Jesus turned and saw her.  “Take 
heart, daughter,” he said, “your faith 
has healed you.” and the woman 
was healed at that moment.

The woman wanted bodily healing 
but was her heart saying “Jesus have 
mercy on me?”  I do think that what 
Jesus said to her was beautiful and I 

am sure as she went to bed that night 
and for all the days and nights she 
would remain on earth, she would 
play over and over his words to her – 
Take heart daughter.  I am sure that 
when Micah broke his collarbone, to 
hear his dad say ‘It’s ok son, you are 
doing well’ would have given him 
comfort.  There is something so coma-
forting in the words, son, sweetheart, 
darling – when they are said to you, 
you know you are loved and that is 
such a precious thing.

And so what a lovely phrase – take 
heart daughter – no rebuke in the 
way he said it, no telling off for bea-
ing so bold as to touch his garment, 
and unlike the blind man, he didn’t 
even ask what she wanted.Jesus 
had asked the beggar a- what do you 
want me to do for you?  Lord I want 
to see.

People saw the miracle and praised 
God – however how much more 
blessed would it have been if they 
hadn’t been the ones trying to prea-
vent it in the first place!  How much 
more blessed it would have been if 
they had brought the  blind man to 
Jesus of their own accord.

Sometimes I think it takes things to 
happen in our lives before others will 
start to praise God so let us always 
try to be in that place where miraa-
cles can happen around us – as long 
as we do not inadvertently put oba-
stacles in the way.

Does someone you know want to 
draw close to Jesus – don’t push 
them away; encourage the children 
and those whose eyes and ears are 
unseeing and unhearing.  Don’t do 



anything that will ever make Jesus 
through the power of the Holy Spirit 
rebuke you but if he does – ACCEPT 
IT and LEARN FROM IT – don’t as the 

disciples and crowds did, make the 
mistake of pushing people away 
when all they want to do is see Jesus 
– JUST LIKE YOU HAVE
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Church Vision

“We as the body will seek continually 
to know the Lord as our beloved, to 

study His word that we may know Him 
better and that we may be witnesses 
of Christ Jesus in all the world that we 

inhabit”.

Church Values and Behaviours

“That we as a church will seek to 
Reach, Teach and Keep men and 

women, boys and girls to be citizens 
of the Kingdom of Heaven accessed 

through salvation in Jesus Christ”
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1. We believe that the Bible (i.e. the Old and New Testaa-
ments excluding the Apocrypha), is the inspired Word of 
God, the infallible, all suffcient rule for faith and practice �
(2 Tim. 3:15a-16; 2 Peter 1:21).

2. We believe in the unity of the One True and Living God 
who is the Eternal, Selfa-Existent “IAM”, Who has also rea-
vealed Himself as One being coa-existing in three Persons 
– Father, Son and Holy Spirit (Deut. 6:4; Mark 12:29; Matt 
28:19; 2 Cor. 13:14).

3. We believe in the Virgin Birth, Sinless Life, Miraculous Mina-
istry, Substitutionary Atoning Death, Bodily Resurrection, Tria-
umphant Ascension and Abiding Intercession of the Lord 
Jesus Christ and in His personal, visible, bodily return in 
power and glory as the blessed hope of all believers (Isa. 
7:14; Matt. 1:23; Heb. 7:26; 1 Pet. 2:22; Acts 2:22, 10:38; 2 
Cor.5:21; Heb. 9:12; Luke 24:39; 1 Cor. 15:4; Acts 1:9; Eph. 
4:8a-10; Rom. 8:34; Heb. 7:25; 1Cor. 15:22a-24, 51a-57; 1 Thess. 
4:13a-18; Rev. 20:1a-6).

4. We believe in the fall of man, who was created pure 
and upright, but fell by voluntary transgression (Gen. 1:26a-
31, 3:1a-7; Rom. 5:12a-21).

5. We believe in salvation through faith in Christ, who, 
according to the Scriptures, died for our sins, was buried 
and was raised from the dead on the third day, and that 
through His Blood we have Redemption (Titus 2:11, 3:5a-7; 
Rom. 10:8a-15; 1 Cor. 15:3a-4). This experience is also known 
as the new birth, and is an instantaneous and complete 
operation of the Holy Spirit upon initial faith in the Lord Jea-
sus Christ. (John 3:5a-6; James 1:18; 1 Pet. 1:23; 1John 5:1).
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6. We believe that all who have truly repented and believed in Christ 
as Lord and Saviour are commanded to be baptised by immersion 
in water (Matt. 28:19; Acts 10:47a-48; Acts 2:38a-39).

7. We believe in the baptism in the Holy Spirit as an endowment of 
the believer with power for service, the essential, biblical evidence 
of which is the speaking with other tongues as the Spirit gives uttera-
ance (Acts 1:4a-5, 8, 2:4, 10:44a-46, 11:14a-16, 19:6).

8. We believe in the operation of the gifts of the Holy Spirit and the 
gifts of Christ in the Church today (1 Cor. 12:4a-11, 28; Eph. 4:7a-16).

9. We believe in holiness of life and conduct in obedience to the 
command of God (1 Pet.1:14a-16; Heb. 12:14; 1 Thess. 5:23; 1 John 2:6).

10. We believe that deliverance from sickness, by Divine Healing is 
provided for in the Atonement (Isa. 53:4a-5, Matt. 8:16a-17, James 5:13a-
16).

11. We believe that all who have truly repented and believe in Christ 
as Lord and Saviour should regularly participate in Breaking of Bread 
(Luke 22:14a-20; 1 Cor. 11:20a-34).

12. We believe in the bodily resurrection of all men, the everlasting 
conscious bliss of all who truly believe in our Lord Jesus Christ and the 
everlasting conscious punishment of all whose names are not written 
in the Book of Life (Dan. 12:2a-3; John 5:28a-29, 1 Cor. 15:22a-24; Matt. 
25:46; 2 Thess. 1:9; Rev. 20:10a-15).
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There are many things that need to be done in the kingdom and as 
such we have created a structure at Grace which allows people 
to move out into that good work the Lord has put into your heart. 
Our hope as a church is to release people into that gifting, which 
the Lord has given, so we may reach out in many directions, and it 
is Jesus who is directing us. 

All our activities here at Grace are for the purpose of seeing our 
vision outworked in people’s lives. And to do this, whatever it is that 
you feel the Lord has called you to do is either to: a-

Reach = aimed at anyone who does not know the Lord Jesus as 
saviour and so is designed to teach them this truth by having an 
activity which the gospel may be audibly shared at. 

Teach = aimed at those who know the Lord as saviour that they 
can learn more about Christ and his nature, so we can be more 
like Him every day

Keep = for the purpose of meeting together to encourage one 
another with the Lord, to grow up in Christ. 

Serve = to make the process of Reaching, Teaching and Keeping 
possible, through the practical assistance needed. 

If you have such an idea, brewing within you and you don’t even 
know where to start, then can I encourage you to get in touch with 
me on either my email or by phone. We will talk about it and begin 
the process of getting this God given calling into practice

However, for others it may be that you don’t want to start an activa-
ity but look to help out with the existing church tasks. It’s just you 
don’t know where to start. So the ‘Gizza job’ section of our ‘Inspia-
ration’ magazine is to let you know about the ongoing roles, that 
need to be filled. Have a read of the descriptions and if you feel 
you can help, then please get in touch with the contact in the 
advert. 

For activity leaders, if you would like to advertise a role your looking 
for volunteers in, then please submit your advert to the communia-
cations team, with your contact details, so that people can get in 
touch. 

The Lord bless you in your service for His kingdom. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL CO-ORDINATORS

WANTED!

Someone who feels that they are called to organise and run our Sunday 
School. Someone who has a vision of where our Sunday school could go 
and to put in place a programme that runs alongside our church vision, 
that will be ready for when the Lord brings in young families.

Please speak to Melanie Boulton, if you feel this is you.

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS

We are looking for people who feel called to work with children. Who want 
to teach them and help them in their journey with the Lord.

If you are willing to give up 1 Sunday morning in every 4 then please speak 
to Melanie Boulton.
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STEWARDS

We are looking for individuals who would like to help out with one or more 
of the various stewardship jobs that are needed to make the church servica-
es possible. The various stewardship jobs are: Setting up the Communion, 
Handing out the communion, tidying away the Communion set, Greeting 
people at the door, helping people to find a seat, encouraging new peoa-
ple by helping them to find a seat and introducing them to the people sat 
around them, handing out of literature, and helping with practical issues 
during the services. Some of these jobs are already done by some people, 
but we are always looking for new people to help on a rota basis. Anyone 
wishing to take on one of these tasks must feel a sense of calling from the 
Lord and a passion to serve one another.  Stewards will be responsible 
to the Stewards Coordinator and must follow their instructions as activity 
leader

If you are interested or would like to know more, then please contact Jamie 
on 01254 54541, or email pastorgracechurchblackburn@hotmail.co.uk, 
and title the email Stewards



STEWARD CO-ORDINATOR

We are looking for an individual who would like to become an activity 
leader, coordinating the church’s stewards. The stewards of the church are 
those individuals who pass around the communion and help to set it up/
put it away; stand and greet people at the door passing out the relevant 
literature; and help new people to find a seat, introduce them to the peoa-
ple around them and make them feel welcome. The coordinators role is 
to make sure all of these tasks are running as they should, training and ena-
couraging the stewards in their roles, planning rota’s and delivering them.  
The individual should feel called to the role by the Lord and have a passion 
to make people feel welcome and challenged. The steward’s coordinaa-
tor will be part of the ministry team’s department and be overseen by the 
ministry team’s deacon. This is a serve activity

Activity leaders are required to agree to conform to 10 standards, the two 
which are prerequisites of applying are that you have been in attendance 
of Grace church Blackburn for at least 3 months and you are a member. 

If you are interested or would like to know more, then please contact Jamie 
on 01254 54541, or email pastorgracechurchblackburn@hotmail.co.uk, 
and title the email steward’s coordinator
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HUB LEADER

We are looking for individuals who would be willing to open up their home 
one night a week to run a Hub group. The role will involve coordinating a 
meeting (although not necessarily doing every part) where a group of 5 to 
7 attendees of the church may attend to fellowship, study, pray and wora-
ship together. Currently the details are being worked out and we are looka-
ing for individuals who may be interested in knowing a little more about the 
role. An enquiry doesn’t mean you have agreed to do it. 

If you are interested or would like to know more, then please contact Jamie 
on 01254 54541, or email pastorgracechurchblackburn@hotmail.co.uk, 
and title the email Hub Leader



44

DEACONS

We are looking to fill a number of various deacons roles within the church. 
Deacons here at Grace have the job of overseeing our departments in the 
day to day running of the church. The role of Deacon is threefold. 

1. The Deacon meets with the activity leaders to encourage them in the 
work they are doing, obtain a report or request for finance and assistance, 
check the activity is still running as the activity leader said they wanted it 
too. They do this for each activity leader in their department, balancing 
and encouraging their needs with one another. 

2. Meet quarterly as part of the church council to bring a report on the proa-
gress of the activities in the last quarter and inform of the plans for the new 
quarter. They bring any request for finance or assistance and represent the 
department in all decisions made. 

3. They help nurture brand new activities, in their department, into being so 
that they can run effectively. 

Each one of our departments looks to serve the work of the kingdom in three 
particular ways. Our Spiritual departments are concerned with reaching, 
teaching and keeping people for the Lord; our service Departments look 
to make the work of the church legal, safe and possible; and our inspiraa-
tional departments look to inspire the church into service. 

The Deacon role requires a great deal of commitment, has a great deal 
of responsibility and is completed by those who have a heart to serve otha-
ers rather than lead. Those wishing to take on this role must know that they 
are called by the Lord to do it.  As the role may need a better explanation, 
please feel free to enquire for more information.

Deacons are required to agree to conform to 10 standards, the two which 
are prerequisites of applying are that you have been in attendance of 
Grace church Blackburn for at least 3 months and you are a member. 

Deacons, as representatives of a department must be elected by the 
church. If you would like to apply, please be aware that a vote will taken 
on completion of your application process. This is not a popularity contest, 
but one based on suitability. 

If you are interested or would like to know more, then please contact Jamie 
on 01254 54541, or email pastorgracechurchblackburn@hotmail.co.uk, 
and title the email Deacon



CLEANER

We are looking for individuals who feel they could just give a part of their 
time a week to regularly clean a part of the building. Anyone wishing to 
take on this role must feel a calling from the Lord to do it and have a pasa-
sion for the building to look its best for the work of the Lord. Cleaners will 
be responsible to the Cleaning coordinator and must agree to follow their 
instructions as activity leader. 

If you are interested or would like to know more, then please contact Jamie 
on 01254 54541, or email pastorgracechurchblackburn@hotmail.co.uk, 
and title the email Cleaner

MUSICIAN

Have you got a talent hidden under a bushel? Can you play a musical ina-
strument? Are you ready and willing to use that talent for the Glory of God 
and the extension of His kingdom? 

There are 2 positions available and no reason whatsoever that one person 
could not serve both.

Position 1. 
Venue: Grace Community Church. Minor Hall.
Date and time: Every Friday 1a-2 pm
Job description: To serve the Living God and provide a musical accompaa-
niment for in our weekly Oasis 55+Meeting.

Position 2.
Venue: Grace Community Church. Minor Hall.
Date and time. Quarterly. To be announced.
Job description: To serve the Lord, who is not willing that any  should perish 
and provide musical accompaniment to our “Food for thought” outreach 
Specials.

If you are willing to fill either or both these positions, or for further infora-
mation, please contact Carol Duxbury 07400523995 Pastor Jamie Boulton. 
01254 54541 

Carol Duxbury 07400523995 or Pastor Jamie Boulton. 01254 54541

The Lord bless your prayerful consideration. 
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CLEANING CO-ORDINATOR

We are looking for an individual who would like to become an activity 
leader, coordinating the Church’s cleaning. This does not mean you are 
doing all of the cleaning, but rather coordinating the cleaning that is done, 
as well as having the responsibility for the cleaning budget. The Individual 
should feel called to the role by the Lord, with a passion in their hearts that 
the building should be a clean, warm and safe environment for church aca-
tivities to take place in. The cleaning coordinator will be part of our building 
management department and will be overseen by the Building managea-
ment department Deacon. This is a serve activity. 

This is what the role begins like but were looking for someone who can 
make it so much more than it is as described here

Activity leaders are required to agree to conform to 10 standards. The two 
which are prerequisites of applying are that you have been in attendance 
of Grace Church Blackburn for at least 3 months and you are a member. 

If you are interested or would like to know more, then please contact Jamie 
on 01254 54541, or email pastorgracechurchblackburn@hotmail.co.uk, 
and title the email Cleaning Coordinator
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) written by christine morris

Ezekiel Chapters 8 & 9

Its now 14 months since the first vision of the throne of God.  The 
430 days of lying on his side are almost over.  Ezekiel is visited by a 
group of elders.  There seems to be no clue as to why they were 
there; maybe they were looking to Ezekiel to give them a favouraa-
ble word from God.  In Jeremiah 28 we hear of Hananiah the false 
prophet who was declaring that within two years the Babylonian 
yoke would be broken.  Maybe now the two years was almost up 
they were expecting armies from Jerusalem to deliver them.

Only one problem, Ezekiel didn’t bring comfort but a condemning 
message from God!

This vision is more specific, as in it is given directly for the elders of 
Judah – those who are the leaders of God’s people.  Ezekiel was to 
tell these elders what their judgement will be.  Anyone fancy that 
job?

Ezekiel sees, once more, the glory of the Lord and the chariot of 
God.  So why is God showing Ezekiel the same vision?  Why again?  
Why twice?  Maybe it is the content.  In chapter 1 it was in relation 
to the whole nation, the whole people and the people’s sin.  But 
here it is in relation to the sins of the elders!  The leaders of Israel.

Ezekiel is taken through four scenes, each increasing in offensivea-
ness and abomination to the Lord. Yet each one brings Ezekiel 
nearer to the Holy of Holies in the temple.

1. An Image of Jealousy

We are not told what this image is, but it is situated at the north 
gate of the city of Jerusalem.  It could be the image of the goda-
dess Asherah, whom Jeremiah calls the Queen of Heaven.  This 
idol was originally set up by King Manasseh 2 Kings 21:7, which was 
destroyed by Josiah 2 Kings 23:6.  But this idol keeps rea-appearing 
and every time they fell into sin this idol seems to be involved.

The north gate is where the guard used to stand to protect the 
city from the enemy.  It seems their thinking was that if this idol was 
there it would prevent their enemies attacking.  However, as it is the 
Lord who is sending the enemies to attack – this aint gonna work!
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It’s the fact that this idol, this goda-
dess sat to guard the people from 
their enemies that provoked jeala-
ousy.  God was angry.  God will not 
share His glory with another.  God dea-
mands devotion – with all our heart, 
with all our soul, with all our mind.  
With everything that we have and 
nothing less.  The metaphor of mara-
riage is used to symbolise the covea-
nant relationship between Jehovah 
and God’s people Israel.  God is like 
a jealous husband towards His peoa-
ple.  He is jealous for exclusive affeca-
tion and devotion.  We can rely on 
God to fulfil His covenant but this is 
a story of unfaithfulness and adultery 
by God’s people. IS there anything in 
our lives that we rely on for security 
other than God?

2. The art of idolatry

Ezekiel is now at the door to the ina-
ner court.  There is a low hole beside 
the door and Ezekiel is asked to dig 
is way through the wall.  Through the 
wall was a door and as he walked 
through, into a room full of paintings 
– showing all kinds of animals – even 
likely to be unclean ones.  There 70 
elders are offering incense to the 
idols in that secret chamber.

What was done in public – at the 
north gate a distance from the tema-
ple – had now entered the entrance 
to the temple courtyard. They were 
doing in private what was happena-
ing in public.  In the middle of the ela-
ders stood Jaazaniah the son of Shaa-
phan, offering incense to these false 
animal gods.  

As the Asherah was to protect the city 
from attack so the worship of animal 

gods was to protect the people from 
evil and demonic forces – Egyptian 
influence.

So there were these elders in the inner 
court worshipping the gods of Egypt.  
Outside they were worshipping the 
gods of Babylon.  What is more…ofa-
fering incense was a priest job not an 
elders!  Imagine the extravagance in 
the amount of oil being used!  What 
a contrast to the 70 elders in Exodus 
24 who saw the glory of God! In Numa-
bers 11:16a-17 those same elders were 
gifted with the same spirit Moses was 
given.

70 Judges whose function was to 
deal with all the idol worship across 
the land of Israel. And yet here Ezea-
kiel sees them worshipping and offera-
ing incense to those gods!  They jusa-
tified it by saying that God couldn’t 
see them.  These men are actually 
leading God’s people into idolatry.  

Jaazaniah means Jehovah hears.  
Shaphan is a descendant of the man 
who stood and read the book of the 
law for King Josiah.  How can there 
be such a shift from godliness to idola-
atry?  To saying the Lord doesn’t see 
us, He has abandoned us, we are in 
captivity, why should we worship the 
Lord?

Do we believe the Lord cant see us?  
Wherever we are God can see whata-
ever we are doing, whether it be sin 
or whether it be righteous!

3. The mourning of Tammuz

Woman weeping at the north gate 
of the temple. So far Ezekiel has trava-
elled from the north gate of the city, 
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to the gate of the temple, to the ina-
ner court of the temple itself.  And it is 
here that he sees a ritual that marked 
the death and resurrection of the 
Babylonian God Tammuz.  When aua-
tumn came and the leaves and fruit 
started to die, they believed Tama-
muz was dying – the spirit of creation 
(fertility).  They believed that by crya-
ing and weeping their tears would 
bring fruit, that spring would come, 
then summer, then harvest.  But they 
should have been worshipping the 
Living God.

4. Worshipping the sun

Ezekiel arrives in the temple itself.  25 
men backs against the temple faca-
ing eastward and worshipping the 
sun. Turning their back on God and 
worshipping the created order.  The 
25 could be 24 priests and the High 
Priest as described in 1 Chronicles 
24:18a-19.

How strange that the gods they were 
worshipping – from sticks and stones, 
to animals, to creation sun and moon 
– all the world religions are covered 
here!  The people involved the whole 
people and went from right outside 
the city gate right into the very inner 
courtyard of the temple.

God was about to let loose His anger 
because of all the idolatry.  God is a 
jealous God.  Here He is addressing 
the leadership and holding them rea-
sponsible.

Do we need to examine our hearts?  
Are we putting something, someone 
before the Lord?  Have we allowed 
other things to infiltrate our lives and 
now believe them to be right and 
true?  Ask the Lord as David did, to 
examine your heart to see if there is 
any wicked way in you.

Next time……..Our long suffering God
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This is just an update on what’s happening at 
Toddleabout, and how the Lord is richly blessa-
ing us as a group.

First, let me introduce our youngest member, 
Sophie Emily, at 3 weeks old.  Sophie attended 
with her mummy and big brother Ben.  We’ve 
all been waiting eagerly since we heard the 
family were expecting her.  We just ask the Lord 
to richly bless Sophie and her family, who have 
been regularly attending Toddleabout for 2 years. 

Had to include this picture of Jake at 8 
months, being supported in his play by 
his mum.  He really enjoys the big carda-
board boxes and blankets and loves 
being pushed around in them.  Jake 
attends with his mum and big sister, 
who goes to nursery after Toddleabout.  
Jake has also been attending since he 
was 2 weeks old.

The morning session, which runs from 10am a- 12pm, seems to be 
the most popular and we have 20 children who are registered for 
this session, not all attend at the same time. Our afternoon session 
has 10 children registered and again these numbers vary. Families 
are allowed to choose which session they attend and as long as 
they leave the building between 12pm & 1pm, they can attend 
both sessions and will be made most welcome.

The Lord has truly blessed us by answering our prayer requests, and 
whilst the request may only seem small to us, we have a big God 
and nothing is too small for Him.

Hope you’ve enjoyed the update and please feel free to bob in to 
see us, you’ll be made very welcome, as Anna Talbot, one of our 
youth did.  Anna has finished school and gave up her spare time to 
come down and help out, which she thoroughly enjoyed and she 
made a new friend called Jack.  One of the parents commented 
on how well she interacted with the children to say that they are all 
strangers.  Well done Anna, you were good help and you’re more 
than welcome to come and join us again!

written by sharon moorhouse
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written by lynne haydock

This months book review is Jesus Freaks by DC 
Talk and The Voice of the Martyrs which was 
published in 2004 by Eagle Publishing Ltd.  The 
book consists of stories of those who stood for 
Jesus and of those who would not compromise 
or apologise for their faith even if meant going 
to prison, being tortured or facing death.  

The book starts with 3 messages/introductions 
from the people that put the book together – 2 
members of DC talk and the Director of Voice 
of Martyrs. You can tell from reading the introa-

ductions that the Persecuted Church is a subject close to their 
hearts.  They are passionate about sharing information about peoa-
ple through the ages and the modern world that gave their life to 
Jesus. 

DC Talk was a Christian popa-rock trio formed in 1987 in Virginia, USA 
and produced albums until 2000 from which time they have mainly 
focused on solo careers.  Toby McKeehan (known as TobyMac) 
became the most wella-known of the band.

The Voice of the Martyrs (VOM) is the name of several related Chrisa-
tian organisations founded through the influence of Pastor Richard 
Wurmbran in such countries as Australia, Canada, New Zealand, 
and the United States. These VOM missions aim to raise awareness 
about the many thousands of Christians annually who are killed, 
tortured, imprisoned or harassed for their beliefs. These organisaa-
tions also provide practical assistance to persecuted Christians 
throughout the world. They are funded through donations of supa-
porting churches and individuals. There is no world headquarters 
for The Voice of the Martyrs, as each organisation is an independa-
ent, selfa-supporting entity.

The book is written in a kind of journalistic style that makes you feel 
you are reading an article in a newspaper or magazine.  There isn’t 
any index or chapters to help you find particular stories and there 
didn’t seem to be any particular order to how they were written, for 
example, a piece about William Tyndale from 1536 was followed 
by a Chinese Christian from the 1960s.  In the whole book there are 
stories that range from Jesus’s disciples in AD33 to an Indonesia 
teen in 1999.

51



52

This is a ‘coffee table’ type of book as 
it contains mini stories of people’s tesa-
timony that are 1 page or so each.  It 
is the kind of book to pick up and dip 
into.  You don’t need to read it in any 
order and can just flick through to 
find a story that may interest you.  This 
book is so different than the previous 
book How God became King which 
was quite weighty and definitely a 
book you needed to study.  This book 
is not full of bible passages (there are 
a few in between the testimonies) 
but instead contains individual stoa-
ries to encourage us as Christians.  I 
wouldn’t recommend this as a book 
to read in one sitting, not because 
of the language (that’s quite easy) 
but because I believe you need time 
to reflect on each story to allow it to 
have its full impact.

Even though the book contains dea-
scriptions of people that had been 
tortured or killed for believing in God 
I found the emphasis that actua-
ally shone through was more to do 
about living for Jesus.  In addition, 
in our Western society, where at the 
moment there is little persecution (for 
most people) beyond name calling 
it should inspire us to work at seeking 
the Kingdom of God.

I would have personally liked to have 
known some of the background to 
the stories and how they had been 
substantiated but this may have 
made the book less readable.  I didn’t 
particularly like the fact that some of 
the earlier disciples were known as 
Saint Peter rather than Peter, a disa-
ciple of Jesus but I didn’t think this 
detracted much from the content.  I 
did like the fact that the back of the 
book contains the political and relia-

gious situation in the countries where 
Christians are persecuted including 
points to pray for.  Of course with the 
book being dated 2004 many of the 
circumstances may have changed 
(for better or worse). 

This book is not full of deep theola-
ogy or material a person could use 
as an ina-depth bible study. It could 
be a book where individual stories 
could be extracted for other uses i.e. 
to illustrate a sermon or include in a 
newsletter. It does however show us 
examples of people that have burnt 
their bridges and have counted the 
cost of following Jesus.  As one of the 
authors says while we may not be all 
called to martyr our lives, we must 
give our way of life.  We must put our 
selfish ways to death and march to a 
different beat, then the world will see 
Jesus.

I would recommend this book to any 
Christian and especially those intera-
ested in missionary endeavors or the 
persecuted Church.  I believe this 
book encourages us to find out more 
about the worldwide church.  The 
book includes a section of what we 
can do as individuals, details of the 
organization – the Voice of the Mara-
tyrs and suggested books to read for 
more information. 

The following are the books that have 
been previously reviewed by Turning 
Pages:

•	 Living With Confidence in a  
 Chaotic World 
 by David Jeremiah; 
•	 Joy of Encouragement 
 by David Jeremiah
•	 The Valley of Vision 
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 by Arthur Bennett; 
•	 First Light 
 by Bodie and Brock Theone; 
•	 Wigglesworth (The Complete  
 Story) 
 by Julian Wilson; 
•	 Christ in the Feast of Passover  
 by David Brickner and Rich  
 Robinson; 
•	 Whose Child is this 
 by Bill Wilson; 
•	 Oceans Apart 
 by Karen Kingsbury 
•	 Into Africa 
 by David Womersley 
 and David Garrad.
•	 Crimson Cord 
 by Jill Eileen Smith
•	 Buried Secrets 
 by Irene Hannon
•	 How God Became King 
 by Tom Wright

If you would like to borrow any of 
these please look on the Turning 
Pages book case out in the Foyer or 
come and see me.  

Please do fill in the signup sheet if you 
do take a book so that I know where 
it has gone and who has it. 

If you have a favourite book you 
would like to share with others or one 
maybe you have just finished reada-
ing feel free to write a review for the 
Church Magazine.  If you would like 
help I have a sheet with suggestions. 

If you have read a reviewed book 
from a previous magazine including 
this one and would like to add your 
own comment, please let me know.  
It can be as short or as long as you 
like.  Feel free to disagree with my 
opinion or highlight something I have 
missed.  It will then be added as a 
comment section to the next article.

Thank you to those that have bora-
rowed books, I will continue to 
change the books around in the Foya-
er so that people can see the full sea-
lection of reviewed books
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A famous child actor turned born again Christian, Kirk Cameron 
and a New Zealand Pastor called Ray Comfort, team up to write 
and produce a course called ‘the way of the master’. I have a 
copy on one of my book shelves in the offce. The guys got together
to write a book to teach people how to tell others about Jesus, but 
with a Gospel message that truly saw people accept Jesus. 

They realised that without telling people they were sinners in need 
of salvation then there really wasn’t any need for salvation in those 
people’s lives. So they come up with a strategy for indicating you’re 
a sinner. They asked you if you had ever told a lie, ever stolen anya-
thing, ever said in your heart “I hate you” to someone. Then with 
the acknowledgment that all of us had done one of these things 
at some time in our life, they showed that these things were breaka-
ing just part of God’s law. Therefore, no matter how good we think 
we are, next to God’s standard we have fallen short. And since 
we have fallen short we are destined to miss out on Heaven and 
spend our eternity in Hell. 

You’re therefore in need of a Saviour and so we reach out to Jesus, 
the only one able to save us. The law does its job of telling us we 
need a Saviour and the gospel does its work telling us who that 
Saviour is. 

That Saviour is Jesus, who died paying the price for our sins, and 
then rose as first fruits to tell us we too will rise and be with Him in 
heaven. 

Now having perfected what is truly the scriptural way of sharing 
the gospel message, these two men very bravely went before the 
scientific community and humanist groups to share this message. 
But what was clear is that although their argument was reasoned, 
and in line with scripture, it requires something for the argument to 
work. You need to believe there is a hell, there is such a thing as sin, 
and Jesus can take it away. In other words, you need to have faith. 

Often this is why a new gospel of Christ as a provider of all your 
wildest dreams, satisfying your every need is preached. Rather 
than needing faith to believe that, you have something to invest in 
because your hoping for material gifts in the here and now. 

But what could I say to convince you of your need for salvation? 
What could be said that would have you convinced of your need 

written by jamie boulton

54



‘

for salvation. What could be said that 
would have you convinced of your 
need to believe you really do need a 
Saviour, that hell is real, and that your 
sin is taking you there?

Read Zechariah 3:10

The book of Zechariah was written at 
the time of Zerubbabel, who was a 
descendant of King David. Israel had 
been carried away into exile and 
Jerusalem had been destroyed. But 
now some 70 years later they had rea-
turned to rebuild. 

The Israelites who returned with 
Zerubbabel were rebuilding the tema-
ple, but had stalled and focused on 
themselves and the building of their 
own houses. 

Zechariah prophesied a great deal 
to encourage the people to get 
about the task of rebuilding the Tema-
ple. But many also had the double 
edge sword of explaining why the 
temple was so important to be built, 

The answer was who would walk and 
teach in that building, who would 
demonstrate righteousness in that 
building by cleaning out the tax cola-
lectors? Who would be accused and 
sentenced to death in that building 
and who would rip the curtain in two 
that we might have access to the 
holiest of hollies, Jesus, Lord of Lords 
and King of Kings. 

Now this particular chapter discussa-
es the high priest Jonathon and his 
preparation for the new temple. But 
much can be taken which refers to 
the remnant, the people whom God 
would mould into a group that we 

call Christians and the church age, 
with Jonathon as the representative 
for each one of us, before an accusa-
ing Satan but a redeeming Lord. And 
of the stone that is continually being 
engraved and chipped away ata- the 
church. The living stone built upon 
the foundation of Christ ending with 
this last verse, and its this last verse 
that I want to focus on,

In that day, says Jehovah of Hosts, 
you shall call, each man to his neigh-
bour, to sit under the vine and under 
the fig tree Zechariah 3:10

Here we have a prophetic message 
to all  given from no less than the Lord 
himself, explaining what the mesa-
sage of the church age should be. 
So what is it? Lets look into this:

This phrase is used 3 times in the word, 
the first being our explanation

And Solomon reigned over all king-
doms from the River to the land of 
the Philistines, and to the border of 
Egypt. They brought presents and 
served Solomon all the days of his life. 
And Solomon’s food for one day was 
thirty measures of fine flour and sixty 
measures of meal,  ten fat oxen and 
twenty oxen out of the pastures, and 
a hundred sheep, besides harts and 
roebucks, and fallow deer, and fat-
tened fowl. For he had the rule over 
all on this side of the River, from Tiph-
sah even to Azzah, over all the kings 
on this side the River. And he had 
peace on all sides all around him. 
And Judah and Israel lived safely, 
every man under his vine and under 
his fig-tree, from Dan even to Beer-
sheba, all the days of Solomon.
 1Kings 4:21-25
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Solomon reigned in a time of peace 
and prosperity like Israel has never 
know before or since. In these days’ 
men lived in walled cities behind 
guards and gateposts, but their fields 
or crops didn’t. What is indicated by 
a people that can sit happily out in 
the field under great fruitful crops is 
a time of peace and prosperity. We 
conclude that the statement india-
cates a time of prosperity and peace. 

So is this message of the church age 
a message of prosperity and peace? 
If so this wouldn’t  equate with warna-
ings and promises that Jesus gave to 
the Church.

But before all these, they shall lay 
their hands on you and persecute 
you, delivering you up to the syna-
gogues and prisons, being brought 
before kings and rulers for My name’s 
sake. Luke 21:12

Remember the word that I said to 
you, The servant is not greater than 
his master. If they have persecuted 
Me, they will also persecute you. If 
they have kept My saying, they will 
also keep yours. John 15:20

There are mountains and valleys in 
the life of a Christian. Mountains bea-
ing those times of good in our lives, 
where the view looks beautiful and 
you feel on top of it all. Valleys being 
those times where we are low and 
surrounded on every side. Solomon 
taught us:a-

To every thing there is a season, and 
a time for every purpose under the 
heavens: a time to be born, and a 
time to die; a time to plant, and a 
time to pull up what is planted; a 

time to kill, and a time to heal; a time 
to break down, and a time to build 
up;  a time to weep, and a time to 
laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to 
dance;  a time to throw away stones, 
and a time to gather stones together; 
a time to embrace, and a time to re-
frain from embracing;  a time to get, 
and a time to lose; a time to keep, 
and a time to throw away; a time 
to tear, and a time to sew; a time to 
keep silence, and a time to speak; 
a time to love, and a time to hate; 
a time of war, and a time of peace. 
Ecclesiastes 3:1-8

Yet even though there is a plethora of 
experiences and emotions we hold 
fast to the promise to the church of 
psalm 1 

Blessed is the man who has not 
walked in the counsel of the ungod-
ly, and has not stood in the way of 
sinners, and has not sat in the seat of 
the scornful. But his delight is only in 
the Law of Jehovah; and in His Law 
he meditates day and night. Psalm 
1:1-2

So is this a contradiction in the bible, 
where what the Lord says in the Old 
Testament is different to what Jesus 
says in the new? We ask, is the Word 
of God a liar? The answer is of course 
a firm, NO!

The truth of it is this, we are blessa-
ed yet still suffer sickness; we are at 
peace yet still to be persecuted and 
harmed, we are prosperous yet we 
may be poor and hungry.

What goes on here? How does this 
make sense? These things seem to 
be opposites of one another. Well 

56



‘

lets dissect it to understand what is 
going on. Who gives us the message 
in Zechariah? The answer is Jehovah 
and it is very important that we una-
derstand that it is this title of the Lord 
which is used, as against the title Eloa-
him. In English bibles the word Jehoa-
vah is often translated as Lord, which 
is an old Saxon word for provider of 
bread. Many people think that is 
what the Lord is to us, the provider of 
our necessities. The one we pray toa-
wards to give us what we want. But 
the Lord actually explains what the 
name Jehovah means. 

And Jehovah passed by before him 
and proclaimed, Jehovah! Jehovah 
God, merciful and gracious, long-
suffering, and abundant in goodness 
and truth, keeping mercy for thou-
sands, forgiving iniquity and trans-
gression and sin, and who will by no 
means clear the guilty, visiting the in-
iquity of fathers on the sons, and on 
the sons of sons, to the third and to 
the fourth generation. Exodus 34:6-7

This is quite different to the idea of the 
great Santa Claus. Rather that God is 
merciful, He is just and He is compasa-
sionate. The great Character of God 
is very similar to that list which is given 
in Galatians as being the fruits of the 
Spirit we must exhibit. 

But the fruit of the Spirit is: love, joy, 
peace, long-suffering, kindness, 
goodness, faith, meekness, self-con-
trol; against such things there is no 
law. Galatians 5:22-23

What that shows is that the reference 
is internal, to the person, to their chara-
acter, rather than external to what 
they have. 

Who is the vine in Zechariah 3:10? 
Well Jesus tells us in the Gospel of 
John. 

I am the True Vine, and My Father 
is the Vinedresser.  Every branch in 
Me that does not bear fruit, He takes 
away. And every one that bears 
fruit, He prunes it so that it may bring 
forth more fruit.  Now you are clean 
through the Word which I have spo-
ken to you. Abide in Me, and I in you. 
As the branch cannot bear fruit of 
itself unless it remains in the vine, so 
neither can you unless you abide 
in Me. I am the Vine, you are the 
branches. He who abides in Me, and 
I in him, the same brings forth much 
fruit; for without Me you can do noth-
ing    John15:1-5

Christ is the vine to which each one 
of us must be connected, must be 
grafted in to. Outside of Jesus, we 
are unable to bear fruit, and as we 
have seen that fruit is the fruits of the 
Spirit. 

If we take stock of where we are so 
far in Zechariah then we have estaba-
lished that It is the Lord who has said 
this promise. His character is the mera-
cy, justice and compassion that we 
need; and the message is that we 
can have this same Character, this 
same fruit, if we are joined into the 
vine Christ Jesus. 

But what about the fig tree?

And returning early to the city, He 
hungered. And seeing a fig tree in 
the way, He came to it and found 
nothing on it except leaves only. And 
He said to it, let no fruit grow on you 
forever. And immediately the fig tree 
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withered away. And when the dis-
ciples saw, they marvelled, saying, 
How quickly the fig tree has withered 
away! Matthew 21:18-20

The tree had leaves, but no fruit, yet 
middle eastern fig trees produce 
fruit before they produce leaves. In 
the case of this tree, it pretended to 
be one thing but when it was exama-
ined it was not producing the fruit 
it should. You may think that’s a bit 
harsh for Jesus to curse it, but the 
point is that it was pretending to be 
what it isn’t. And fig leaves, as shown 
by Adam and Eve’s attempt to cover 
themselves with them once they had 
sinned, represent man’s own attempt 
to make himself good. 

But here in Zechariah 3, the fig tree 
is fruiting and so is the vine, and they 
are calling to their neighbours to 
come and rest with them under their 
cool shade. But what we clearly see 
here is that it is not external prospera-
ity that is being promised but internal 
peace and security, through being 
connected to the vine, the true vine, 
Christ Jesus. 

Solomon was unhappy with his 
wealth and lot yet he knew unria-
valled prosperity as we saw in 1Kings 
4:21a-25. The truth is that the desire for 
wealth and the desire for pleasure is 
so that we might feed our inner man, 
it is the pursuit of personal happiness. 
Romans talks about the carnal man, 
fed by his lusts wanting his lot, wanta-
ing to be happy. 

Yet here in Zechariah we see that 
the Lord himself tells us that the mesa-
sage of salvation, the message of 
the church is one that truly satisfies 

the soul.

O give thanks to Jehovah, for He is 
good; for His mercy endures forever. 
Let the redeemed of Jehovah say so, 
whom He has redeemed from the 
hand of the enemy, and gathered 
them out of the lands, from the east, 
and from the west, from the north, 
and from the south. They wandered 
in the wilderness, in a desert by the 
way; they found no city to dwell in.  
Hungry and thirsty, their soul fainted in 
them.  Then they cried to Jehovah in 
their distress, and He delivered them 
out of their troubles And He guided 
them by the right way, so as to go to 
a city to live in. Oh that men would 
praise Jehovah for His goodness, and 
for His wonderful works to the sons of 
man! For He satisfies the thirsty soul, 
and fills the hungry soul with good. 
Those who sit in the darkness and in 
the shadow of death, being chained 
in affliction and iron; because they 
rebelled against the Words of God, 
and despised the advice of the Most 
High. and He humbled their heart 
with labour; they fell down, and none 
was helping. Then they cried to Je-
hovah in their distress, and He saved 
them out of their troubles.     Psalm 
107:1-13

I don’t highlight a new gospel, the 
one I gave at the start of the mesa-
sage is the gospel of salvation, but I 
challenge you, life is not the outward, 
the stuff, the Job or the family, these 
come and go

But internally are you satisfied, does 
your life satisfy is your spirit calm, do 
you feel peace. If not the salvation of 
God, bought by his Son, Jesus is freea-
ly given to those who receive. And I 
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challenge you Christian who says in 
his heart but I don’t feel at peace, 
what is your fruit? 

Now the works of the flesh are clearly 
revealed, which are: adultery, for-
nication, uncleanness, lustfulness, 
idolatry, sorcery, hatreds, fighting’s, 
jealousies, angers, rivalries, divisions, 
heresies,  envying’s, murders, drunk-
enness’s, revelling’s, and things like 
these; of which I tell you before, as 
I also said before, that they who do 
such things shall not inherit the king-
dom of God. But the fruit of the Spirit 
is: love, joy, peace, long-suffering, 
kindness, goodness, faith, meek-
ness, self-control; against such things 
there is no law.  But those belonging 
to Christ have crucified the flesh with 
its passions and lusts. If we live in the 
Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.  Let 
us not become glory-seeking, pro-
voking one another, envying one an-
other. Galatians 5:19-26

Only when we the branches are cona-

nected to the vine, and we undera-
stand the nature of our Lord will we 
see the peace and prosperity of the 
soul promised by God. Then you see 
the need for salvation and when you 
have it you will call to others and they 
will want it too.

The Lord made a promise, when the 
branch (Jesus) came, then in those 
days, each man will call to his neigha-
bour to know peace and prospera-
ity. But not the peace and prospera-
ity of this world, which comes and 
then goes. Not the prosperity of 
good works, which have no fruit of 
God in them, for they are tempoa-
rary and won’t satisfy. It is the peace 
and prosperity of a life that is saved, 
dedicated to the Lord, connected to 
Him, forsaking all others, found only 
in accepting Christ Jesus as saviour, 
and seeing your character, inward 
man, be more like the character of 
the Lord’s every day. 
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If you haven’t heard about this year’s holiday club…..where have 
you been?  Its theme is Superheroes and as I have been thinking 
about some of the superhero characters in my planning process; 
that I thought I would share one with you.

Can you imagine this scene…..Anthony Stark asking his assistant 
Pepper Potts, ‘How big are your hands?’  All because he needs 
to replace his power core and it ends with Stark thanking her for 
her help.  It’s part of a scene from the first Iron Man.  I say first bea-
cause like most superhero movies there seems to be a tradition of 
sequels.According to the legend, this arc reactor (power core) is 
the source of his power as a superhero. At one point in the movie, 
the hero informs us that this power core/arc reactor is capable of 
generating 3 gigajoules (gigawatts) of energy. That’s roughly the 
amount of power that 3 large nuclear reactors can create, but in 
the movie that power is wrapped up in a piece of metal the size of 
a tennis ball.

Most people in the REAL world admits that’s not even remotely 
possible. There’s no way anything that small could generate that 
much power. But – hey – Iron Man is a comic book character. He’s 
not supposed to be bound by the laws of physics. That’s why he’s 
a superhero and we’re not!

But in the Bible we’re told that, as Christians, we have an advana-
tage that Iron Man doesn’t have. We actually do have a power 
core inside of us and that power core is far more powerful than any 
nuclear power plant. Romans 8:11 tells us “…the Spirit of Him who 
raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, He who raised Christ from 
the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit 
lives in you”.  The same Spirit that raised Jesus from the dead lives 
inside of YOU who are Christians.

Imagine the amount of energy that would be required to raise 
someone from the dead.

There isn’t a nuclear power plant on face of the earth could hope 
to create that much power and it’s all, right there, inside of you.

In John 14:16a-17, Jesus promised “I will ask the Father, and he will 
give you another Counsellor to be with you forever—the Spirit of 
truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him 
nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be 

written by christine morris
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IN you.”  Again in John 7:38a-39 Jesus 
declared “Whoever believes in me, 
as the Scripture has said, streams of 
living water will flow from within him.” 
By this he meant the Spirit, whom 
those who believed in him were later 
to receive. Up to that time the spirit 
had not been given, since Jesus had 
not yet been glorified.”

In the Old Testament God’s Spirit 
came upon certain individuals. Judga-
es, Prophets, Kings and such. But in 
the New Testament God’s Spirit was 
to be INSIDE each and every Chrisa-
tian. In 1Corinthians 3:16 Paul told us: 
“Don’t you know that you yourselves 
are God’s temple and that God’s 
Spirit lives IN you?”

Like the power core in Iron Man – 
the Spirit of God is always inside the 
Christian. He’s always there to give us 
His power. His energy. 

SO, what exactly does God’s Spirit 
do for us? If the Holy Spirit is our POWa-
ER source from God… what kind of 
power does He give me?

1. God’s Spirit gives us the power to 
deal with our broken lives.

One of the writers of the Iron Man 
movie made this observation: “Here 
you have this character, who on the 
outside is invulnerable… just can’t 
be touched, but inside is a wounded 
figure. Iron man made it very much 
an ina-youra-face wound, his heart was 
broken, you know, literally broken.”

Iron man was a wounded man. A 
broken man. His life was ruined by a 
battle wound that should have dea-
stroyed him. But when the power 

core was installed, Iron man was giva-
en the ability to live again. In Romans 
7:15a-24, Paul tells us how he’s seen his 
life.  He tells about the damage sin 
had done to his heart. He says bea-
cause of sin even when he wanted 
to do right… he couldn’t get it done. 
In other words, his sin proved that the 
Law was right when it condemned 
him as a sinner.

“As it is, it is no longer I myself who 
do it, but it is sin living in me. I know 
that nothing good lives in me, that 
is, in my sinful nature. For I have the 
desire to do what is good, but I cana-
not carry it out. For what I do is not 
the good I want to do; no, the evil 
I do not want to do—this I keep on 
doing.Now if I do what I do not want 
to do, it is no longer I who do it, but it 
is sin living in me that does it. So I find 
this law at work: When I want to do 
good, evil is right there with me. For 
in my inner being I delight in God’s 
law; but I see another law at work in 
the members of my body, waging 
war against the law of my mind and 
making me a prisoner of the law of 
sin at work within my members.

What a wretched man I am! 

Who will rescue me from this body of 
death?”

That’s what life is like without God’s 
Spirit inside us. It’s like living inside 
of tomb… inside a body of death. 
There’s this nagging feeling that 
we’ve messed everything up. Somea-
times it can even get to the point 
where we have this feeling that we’re 
just losers. Wretched creatures. Who 
could possibly fix this for us? Who can 
rescue us from this body of death?
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“Ah”, says Paul, “Thanks be to God—
through Jesus Christ our Lord! … There 
is now no condemnation for those 
who are in Christ Jesus, because 
through Christ Jesus the law of the 
Spirit of life set me free from the law 
of sin and death.”

You see, here’s how it works; you and 
I are broken inside. There’s somea-
thing inside of our souls we can’t fix.
It’s like having a disease that attacks 
our bodies. If I have disease who do 
I usually go to see? A doctor. I go to 
the doctor because I need somea-
one who can get inside of my body, 
someone I can trust to remove the 
diseased cells and help me heal.

That is what God’s Spirit is designed 
to do. He repairs that which was broa-
ken. He removes the diseased parts 
of my soul and He makes me new 
again. And He can do that because 
He is a living and active. He is God! 
He’s fixing you on a constant basis
He doesn’t just set you free from sin… 
He empowers you to live a power 
filled life

In the same way, God’s Spirit ema-
powers you and me to do what God 
designed us to do.

For instance, the Bible tells me that 
I am designed to pray. Romans 8:26 
says,“…the Spirit helps us in our weaka-
ness. We do not know what we ought 
to pray for, but the Spirit himself intera-
cedes for us with groans that words 
cannot express.”

Have you ever felt like God wasn’t 
hearing your prayers? Like you could 
pray and pray and pray and you just 
weren’t getting through? Of course 

you have. We all have. But He knows 
your joys and your sorrows even when 
you have trouble putting those emoa-
tions into words. God understands 
everything you feel, because God’s 
Spirit is right there inside you.

And He empowers us when we feel 
our lives are weak. Romans 8:27a-28 
says “…the Spirit intercedes for the 
saints in accordance with God’s will. 
And we know that in all things God 
works for the good of those who love 
him, who have been called accorda-
ing to his purpose.” God’s Spirit is aca-
tive in helping turn our lives around.

When you are DOWN to nothing.... 
God is UP to something!!!

Notice it doesn’t say “all things are 
good”. And it doesn’t say that “all 
things that happened to you were 
from God” (though they may be) 
What it does say is this: it doesn’t mata-
ter what happens in your life all things 
WILL work together for your good IF 
you love the Lord.

Now you might ask how do I rea-
ceive this Spirit? In Acts 2 the Holy 
Spirit came down in power upon the 
apostles and they begin to speak in 
languages they’ve never learned. A 
large crowd begins to gather and 
Peter stands up and delivers a powa-
erful sermon describing how Jesus 
had come to fulfill all the Old Testaa-
ment prophecies of the Messiah… 
The crowd was so convicted by Pea-
ter’s sermon that they interrupt him to 
ask what they need to do to fix their 
relationship with God. Peter replied, 
“Repent and be baptised, every one 
of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for 
the forgiveness of your sins. And you 
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will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”

That’s God’s promise. He promised 
that if we respond in faith and repent 
of our past we would receive His 
Spirit. You accept Jesus on HIS terms, 
and He places the power core in  

your heart. 

So you see, you can be a superhea-
ro, you are a superhero that has a 
power source beyond your wildest 
dreams….how are you putting it to 
use?



F
O

O
D

 F
O

R
 TH

O
U

G
H

T
“Who do you think that I am?” Matt 16v15.....

Food for Thought was the project of the over 
55’s meeting “Oasis” which runs every friday 
afternoon at 1pm in Grace Church Blacka-
burn.

A lot of thought and hard work went into 
the organisation of this gospel outreach.  So 
much to do and things to get ready...but the 
day came around and thanks to the help 
of so many folks......it came and went. The 
object of this endeavour was to bring the 
Gospel message to as many as would listen. Although not many 
people turned up, yet some did, God was Faithful and met needs 
on the day, The fellowship and the food were good.

The one thing on my heart for that morning was, that the people 
present would take  away something special and lasting, perhaps a 
little “Food for Thought”. The main thought they should  really have 
taken away is the fact that God loves each and every one, and so 
I share with you who read this article the same truth..”God” loves 
you.....He loves you so..... much, that He sent His only begotten Son 
to die on a cruel cross at Calvary, as an act of unconditional love 
and unmerited favour,  for the whole world and that includes each 
one of you,  as a once and for all payment for sin.

He loves you so...... much and needs you to know that you are spea-
cial to Him, Also that when you know God on a one to one basis:

•	 You	are	never	alone.		I	will	never	leave	you	nor	forsake	you
•	 You	are	never	too	old.	Even	in	old	age	they	shall	still	produce		
 fruit

•	 Never	cast	aside.	Perfect		 	
 love casts out fear
•	 Neither	are	any	unloved		 	
  or uncared for. For God so  
 loved the world.
•	 Never	Abandoned.....	He		 	
 cares for you

God loves you and cares for 
you..........and wants each of you 

written by carol duxbury
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for His own.

Society in general pensions us off 
when we get to a “certain age”. We 
stop working, stop being needed 
and before we know where we are 
we’re fed up, lonely and feeling usea-
lessa- can’t be bothered!!!!! Folks is a 
downright lie, then, before you know 
or realise what’s happened you bea-
lieve it and start to grow old before 
your time. Age is just a number folks, 
a number that affects all age groups 
in all walks of life. Anything else is a 
downright lie. Young or older is of no 
concern to our heavenly Father...

The Lord wants you to know that you 
need never be alone, afraid, or fed 
up because He has promised in His 
word never to leave or forsake you. 
Heb 13v6.

Each one of us has the opportunity 
each and every day, even right now, 
this very second to be called a child 
of the living God, to say yes please 
to the best friend you will ever have, 
to be born again of His Spirit and asa-
sured of a place in heaven.

“Food for Thought!” the choice is 
yours!!!!

Psalm 92v14, which is the verse that 

we in Oasis have adopted, tells us, 
that God knows all about us, He 
knows and understands exactly what 
makes us tick, and still love us, warts 
an all, as they say.

He knows exactly who we are, the 
Bible says that God knew us whilst 
we were in our mother’s womb,Ps 
139v13.  Even the very hairs of our 
head are all numbered. Matt 10v30

The Psalmist calls it right for when he 
says:

“Even in old age, they shall still proa-
duce fruit, they shall remain vital and 
green”  Vital,a- essential, indispensible, 
all important, yeah......... that’s who 
God thinks everyone here is, and 
green, not just that showing signs of 
life, but   of living, brimming with the 
life we can have in Christ.

Your best years are still ahead folks. 
You have a wealth of life experience 
and love to share and so........ much 
more still to give.

We, in Grace church, have just 
said goodbye to a 90 year old man 
named Alan, who gave his heart and 
life to Jesus as his Saviour at the tena-
der age of 89. He said, he had been 
looking for something all of his life but 
didn’t know what it was. But when he 
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made that decision to accept that 
Jesus died as payment for his sin, he 
knew, he said that he had found it. 
Alan is now spending eternity in the 
presence of Almighty God....  

God needs you, here, now and wants 
you all to know, that even though He 
knows all about you, yes all about 
you, He loves you He still loves you 
just same.

I would like to ask this question to evea-
ryone? It’s the same Question that 
Jesus asked his disciples in the gospel 
of Matthew.  We are told that  they 
were in a place called Ceasarea 
Phillipi, which would be in the moda-
ern day Jordan area.  
 
There had been a lot of  comings 
and goings around and about and 
in a quiet moment Jesus asked his 
disciples,  “Who do people say that 
I am?” to which  they replied,  some 
say, John the Baptist and others think 
you’re one of the old prophets.

Then Jesus asked them that very 
same question “Who do you say that 
I am”  Peter answered immediately 

and said “ You are the Christ, Son of 
the Living God”.......

Now Jesus is asking you, “ Who do 
YOU say that I am?” A Good man, A 
babe in a manger, no idea,? A swear 
word!!!!!!!!

A couple of days after our meeting 
the government was expecting us to 
make a decision, to answer a quesa-
tion that would possibly affect the rest 
of our natural lives. “Are we in or are 
we out?”  Jesus was asking and is still 
asking......Are you in or are you out?  
Will you accept Jesus and have that 
blessed assurance from now to etera-
nity. Or perhaps, you once walked 
close to the Lord your God, but now 
walk afar off.

Jesus will always speak plainly.

John ch 3 tells us of Nicodemus, this is 
his story, in short:

A Ruler once came to Jesus by night
To ask him the way of salvation and 
light

The Master He answered in words 
true and plain

Ye must be born again.
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Jesus said to Nicodemus.......”Do not 
marvel, that I say to you, You must be 
born again”

The question that the Lord Jesus 
Christ is asking right now, yes He’s aska-
ing you, right now,... demands plain 
speaka-a staight answer, the answer 
you give will most definately affect, 
not only your life, but eternity and 
your eternal destination...... God...
in His infinite mercy is not willing that 
any should perish, but that all should 
come to repentence. 2 Peter 3v9.

Also in His unwavering, unfathomaa-
ble love and longsuffering wants you 
to be reconciled and restored to Him 
right here and right now..”Draw close 
to Him and He’ll draw close to you” 
James 4v8

He asks again

Who do you say that I am?          

Simon Peter answered. “You are the 
Christ, Son of the living God ”
Matt 16v15.
 
How do you answer today?
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