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Welcome to this issue of “Inspiration” our 
monthly church magazine, designed to 
keep you informed of all that’s going on 
here at Grace.

As we come to the end of 2016 we are 
often reminded through the news that 
this has been a very turbulent year. In the 
very recent memory we see of course 
the American presidential election, the 
Brexit vote and then the following politi-
cal change and turmoil that followed it. 
But with all of those more recent events 
we probably forget that the year began with a spate of celebrity 
deaths that seemed to rock many people. One of the reasons that 
those deaths, and the political turmoil of this year has affected so 
many people is because they were completely unexpected. 

Of those who passed away in the public eye, many were not of 
an age close to death, their passing left holes in the programmes, 
films and radio channels they left. The country was not expected to 
vote to leave the European union and as such no one had a plan 
if the people did the unthinkable.and of course, nobody was ex-
pecting Donald Trump to become president. Even in the world of 
Football we had one of the most surprising and memorable events 
when 500/1 shots, Leicester city won the election. 

And to top it all off, the odds and expectation of all of those un-
expected events to happen in one year is also a completely im-
probable event. If we were superstitious people we would be won-
dering if this year was actually 2013 and we had all just dreamt it 
had become 2016, fortunately we are not superstitious people, we 
have a much better hope than that. 

In my life time, I cannot think of a more astounding year. That is 
until I think about the events in that short time. I have lived through 
the Falklands war, 2 Gulf wars, the terrible and shocking events of 
9/11, the Manchester bombings, the miners’ strikes, the decline of 
the Manufacturing Midlands and North West, the London bomb-
ings and Eddy the Eagle Edwards, all surprising and unexpected. 
The truth is that although this year may seem the most shocking, in 
comparison with events that have happened in the past, it isn’t.

We always have a way at looking at the most recent things as the 
worst ones but it just isn’t the case. Our lives contain many events 
which come unexpectedly and catch us unawares, be this a preg-
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nancy, a surprise engagement even 
sometimes, for some families, a break 
up. But more often than not the worst 
one can be an unexpected bill, es-
pecially when your finances can be 
so balanced on a knife edge.  

Over the last year I have been in 
a long running battle with my gas 
and electricity supplier. It was over 
a simple mis-registering of my gas 
meter which meant I was unable to 
change suppliers. In the end the en-
ergy regulator OFFGEM got involved 
and my energy supplier was forced 
to make an apology and to offer me 
the favourable terms I could have 
had from other suppliers. I moved en-
ergy supplier and was credited with 
the money I had overpaid them for 
my energy. Happy days. But three 
months after that I received a shock 
final bill asking for a large payment. 
It was upsetting, it was a surprise and 
it made you feel like your feet were 
giving way from under you. Money, 
they had already given me back, 
now spent, they wanted back, fortu-
nately, I was in a position to set up a 
repayment scheme. 

Today many thousands of people find 
themselves in a much more unfortu-
nate position, not from negligence or 
greed, not from laziness or bad plan-
ning, but from the uncertainty that 
clings to this life. That uncertainty can 
make life feel like a roller coaster, and 
not a good one.  And such uncer-
tainty can have a knock-on effect to 
your family and your relationships. I 
wonder if you have felt this sting too. 

When looked at in this way, as extraor-
dinary as 2016 has seemed (and it’s 
not yet over friends) in comparison to 

a life full of surprising and unsched-
uled events, it is just another day at 
the offce.

I do hope at this stage I haven’t de-
pressed you, but I am sure, very sure 
in fact that the particular issues I 
have touched on have most likely af-
fected you at some point in your life. 
No one likes uncertainty.  We have 
been constantly hearing that banks 
and financial markets don’t like un-
certainty, this is why the pound keeps 
yo-yoing in value but to suggest that 
life is not full of surprises and uncer-
tainty, to live as though these things 
can never, and will never happen to 
you, is somewhat foolish. Yet today in 
this article I want to tell you that it is 
possible to live in an uncertain, sur-
prising and sometimes confounding 
world with peace and certainty.  It is 
possible when we learn that there are 
three things that are certain and will 
never change, regardless of world 
events, cultural and social fads and 
no matter what life throws at you.

the first one is:- 

The grass withers, the flower fades; 
but the Word of our God shall stand 
forever. Isaiah 40:8

The most sold book in human history 
is the Bible, so much so that when-
ever the best book prizes, such as 
the booker awards, are announced, 
they are really about the second 
most bought book.  Yet it means ab-
solutely nothing to have this best sell-
er if you are not aware of one irrefu-
table fact, it isn’t just a book that was 
written by over 40 different authors, 
written in three continents and two 
different languages, those authors 



5

were inspired by the Lord through 
His Holy Spirit, so that what the men 
wrote, was what the Lord wanted to 
Communicate to us. As such if we 
know the Bible to be the inspired word 
of God then we know that its truths, 
promises and teachings, as written 
here in Isaiah 40:8 never change.

We may be more technologically 
advanced than we were when these 
scriptures were written, the world 
may be easier to get around than it 
was and communication is certainly 
far more immediate, but the word of 
the Lord, the bible doesn’t change.  
Therefore, in all your uncertainty, and 
even in the midst of a crisis you can 
hold on to the things written in as 
true. When Jesus promised, I will nev-
er leave nor forsake you, it is written, 
and it can’t be untrue, so Jesus is al-
ways with you. 

Think about our laws, they often 
change, what was once illegal is 
now okay, what was once ok is now 
not and if you take that rule and ap-
ply it to social rules and conventions, 
it is often why we live our lives in a 
complete muddle unwilling to speak 
for fear of saying something no long-
er deemed acceptable. 

Yet the Bible does not change, re-
gardless of what the social conven-
tions are, but more importantly we 
understand that the promises don’t 
change, even if we do.Romans 10:9 
tells us that if we confess with our lips 
and believe in our hearts that Jesus is 
Lord then we will be saved.  Although 
we must believe that to be true, our 
mistakes, our sins they don’t ever 
preclude us from that promise, and 
we know that to be true because it 

is written in the Bible and the Bible 
does not change. 

The second one is:- 

Jesus Christ the same yesterday and 
today and forever. Hebrews 13:8

How many people in our lives can 
we say that we depend upon?  For 
many of us we may think of one or 
two people who we count as very 
close, dependable friends.  Yet we 
know that as we change, and as 
they change, often our friendships 
and closeness can drift in and out.  
Sometimes through no fault of any-
one this can happen and again it is 
part of the uncertainty of life.  Except 
this scripture and we have already 
established that scripture doesn’t 
change, teaches us that there is one 
who never changes, and that is Je-
sus.  His nature, His care, His love for us 
all these are things which have never 
changed.  That He went to the cross 
for you and I whilst we still counted 
Him of no importance to ourselves is 
considered the ultimate sign of that 
love.  For the place that Jesus took 
upon that cross was quite literally 
another’s. the Cost of Selfish behav-
iour, which the bible defines as Sin, is 
death, and Jesus in one great act of 
love took that place for us.  That is 
the awesome gospel message and 
when coupled with the command 
and promise of Romans 10:9 from 
above, we see the gift of Grace we 
can receive. Yet this act of love was 
not us catching Jesus on a good day 
it is His permanent state. 

Who in our lives can we say loves us?  
Of those people who you count in 
that, how many love you no matter 
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what, and I mean no matter what.  
When we sin, when we act Selfishly 
we do it against Jesus, and we also 
needed Him to be crucified so we 
could be forgiven.  I dare say we 
may have friends who would stick by 
us when we do things we shouldn’t, 
not any who would stick by us when 
it is them we keep constantly hurting.  
Yet this is the love which Christ shows 
for us and of course to us, all we 
need to do is accept it, and give our 
hearts to Him.  And because Christ 
never changes we can count on His 
love, His forgiveness and His guiding 
care, for it will never change, for Je-
sus does not change. 

the Third one is:-

God is not a man that He should lie, 
neither the son of man that He should 
repent. Has He said, and shall He not 
do it? Or has He spoken, and shall He 
not make it good? Numbers 23:19

How often has somebody made 
a promise to you and not kept it.  
Sometimes those promises are said in 
a way to placate you or shut you up, 
that is until you find they weren’t really 
promises at all.  Sometimes they are 
genuine promises but circumstances 
get in the way of them being com-
pleted.  But when it comes to the Lord 
we have this great scripture (which 
we have already confirmed doesn’t 
change) and this great saviour (who 
we have already confirmed doesn’t 
change) who makes a promise.  And 
because He is Lord of all the Universe, 
creator of Heaven and Earth, and 
knows the end from the beginning, 
there is no circumstance that would 
keep Him from keeping His promises 
to us.  Nobody else, be it our nearest 

and dearest has that ability to keep 
a promise. 

See it’s not just that the Lord makes us 
promises, it’s that with all the foresight 
of time, His promises take into ac-
count all roadblocks, life challenges 
and diffculties, and so His promises  
are so secure and you can count on 
them.  Such promises as I will never 
leave you or forsake you.  Impor-
tant promises like I go to prepare a 
place for you and where I am you 
can come. And life altering promises 
such as I will come again to you and 
Gather you to Myself. 

With these promises we can look into 
the lion’s mouth of our lives, with its 
unpredictability’s, its hardships and 
its constant shaking and stand firm.  
In a year of so much uncertainty, no 
in a life full of so much uncertainty, 
when you don’t know if tomorrow has 
sunshine or rain, why not cast your 
burdens upon Jesus, and take up His 
magnificent and light yoke.

As always I pray for a blessing on 
those who seek the face of the Lord. 

I would once again like to thank all of 
the contributors to this month’s issue 
and a special thanks to Margaret, 
Vicky and Christine Muandi for their 
time and effort putting this issue to-
gether.
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Blessing and honour and glory and power be to Him who sits on the 
throne, and to the Lamb, forever and ever!
Revelation 5:13

The Great Tribulation is described in Revelation 6-18, but the two 
prior chapters (Revelation 4 and 5) describe a celebration in heav-
en that will occur just before the outbreak of the Tribulation.  Why 
celebrate the onset of Tribulation?  Because the Tribulation will set 
the stage for our Lord’s return.  At long last, earth’s wrongs will be 
righted.  The final chapters of world history will play out, ushering in 
a glorious eternity, described in the last two chapters of the Bible.  
So heaven celebrated in advance.

There’s a lesson in that.  Sometimes when we look at our world, we 
see tribulation and distress.  The immediate future seems ominous.  
But the God of today controls tomorrow; and the day beyond to-
morrow is the gateway to eternity.

For the Christian, our future is just as bright as the golden glow of 
the Celestial City.  It’s just as refreshing as the Crystal River. I t’s just 
as exciting as an angelic concert, and just as fulfilling as answered 
prayer. God has blessed us with the assurance of a precious fu-
ture, so let’s be forward-thinking optimists.  Let’s get excited about 
what’s ahead and about Who’s in charge.

Regardless of what happens in this life…life in Christ has a hap-
py ending.  Nothing in earth, heaven, or hell can ever take that 
away…
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ES As a church, we may seem quite different to the other churches 
we see around us in that although we are part of a denomina-
tion (group of churches) we rarely seem to have any involvement 
from them.  Many people find this quite odd, particularly if they 
have come from churches which have a centrally run structure, 
containing either parishes or circuits.  Many aren’t even aware that 
we are part of a denomination at all, but I can assure you that we 
are.  Some of you may think we have been abandoned by our 
denomination, others think its neglect, but I wonder if you would 
be surprise if I told you, that what you may think is a negative, is the 
very principle on which we were founded. 

Just under One hundred years ago our very own church and twen-
ty-six others, whom were independent and of a Pentecostal expe-
rience met to discuss the formation of an association.  They had no 
intention of creating a hierarchical structure of bishops, and cen-
trally run church government. Each church was to be independent, 
having the right to run as it felt the Lord had directed.  The purpose 
of the association was that we may have fellowship with Christians 
throughout the country who were like minded.  And to make sure 
we were a likeminded collection of independent churches under 
the banner of one denomination called the Assemblies of God, 
those founding churches agreed on 12 statements.  These 12 state-
ments we call our fundamental truths, and they are the articles of 
association we have with one another within the church and we 
also have with other AOG churches.  Every month we will discover 
a little bit behind what each of these fundamental truths means.

2, We believe in the unity of the One True and Living God who is the 
Eternal, Self-Existent “IAM”, Who has also revealed Himself as One 
being co-existing in three Persons – Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Throughout scripture there is reference to the idea of a triune God 
without the explicit use of the word trinity.  We read in John 15, 
Jesus stating that He is the vine, from which, we the branches, re-
ceive the love of the God in which to bear fruit. Christ then states 
that the Father is the vinedresser, and we know from scriptures such 
as Isaiah 5:1-7 that the job of the vine dresser is to stop the curse of 
creation from reclaiming the land.  The vine dresser tends the crop, 
prunes it, pulls out the dead boughs and of course in the end, gets 
to drink the vintage.  At the end of the Chapter Jesus then informs 
the gathered disciples, that the Holy Spirit, when He comes, will be 
a true witness to them as to what Jesus did, which He had told the 

written by jamie boulton
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disciples to copy in order to continue 
abiding in the Vine.

We see in that text that to the believ-
er the triune nature of God provides 
and cares for them in their service 
and is the only possible way they 
continue, in three different ways.  
Some may argue that Jesus is Not 
fully God, but merely a higher being 
or conduit of the Lord working in our 
lives, yet because of scriptures like 
Philippians 2:6, we know that Jesus is 
fully God. 

Some would argue that these are 
just New Testament ideas and they 
don’t exist in the Old Testament, and 
If the word trinity is not in the bible, 
how can we come to the idea that 
it is a whole bible teaching.  After 
all, everyday a Jewish male starts his 
day saying the Shma’ “hear O Israel 
the Lord your God is one” taken from 
Deuteronomy 6:4.  It would seem a 
contradiction between the two Tes-
taments. However, the very first scrip-
ture of the Old Testament Genesis 
1:1 uses the Hebrew word Elohim to 
describe God.  The word for God is 
El, the suffx of  im’ adds a plurality.   
Think about the word  cherub’ but 
when we have more than one we 
say Cherubim, meaning more than 
one.  Yet the application is not that 
there is more than one god, but that 
God is in the plural. 

The Jewish males are right, God is 
one, and yet we see the Spirit hover-
ing over the water, the Father at work, 
and many appearance of what is 
theologically called a Christophany, 
or appearance of Christ, in the Old 
Testament.  Joshua saw the Lord of 
Hosts, Daniel saw the man in white 
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whose description matches that of 
Christs in the book of Revelation, so 
did Ezekiel and there are many more 
which could be recounted. 

The Lord is one, this is scripture, but He 
is one in the Plural, Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit.  But that scripture doesn’t 
just mean the Lord is one God, it also 
means He alone is God, the One true 
God, and that’s why the remainder 
of Philippian 2 goes on to tell us that 
one day, every knee shall bow and 
every tongue confess that Jesus is 
Lord.
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Are you involved with Toddle-about, Sunday School, Grace Kids 
or our Youth?  Then this poem is for you and everyone else who in 
some ways plays a part in teaching children and young people.  It 
is a poem in recognition of the work that you do for the Kingdom 
of God. 

“An angel paused in his onward flight,
With a seed of love, and truth, and right,
And said,  Oh where can this seed be sown,
Where  twill yield most fruit when fully grown?”

“The Saviour heard and said as He smiled,
 Place it at once in the heart of a child.’
The angel whispered the blessed truth
To a weary teacher of precious youth
Her face grew brighter with heavenly light,
As she led their thoughts in the ways of right.”

Anon. 

Soul Sculpture Book compiled by E.F. & L. Harvey 
Published by M.O.V.E. Press, Blackburn, Lancs.

contributed by margaret rawcliffe
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1 John 1:1-4

1. In the light of so much confusion what are the essentials of 
Christian doctrine? 
2. What makes you a Christian? 
3. What are the essentials of fellowship? 
4. How can we join with others according to these verses?

I think that the essential of Christian doctrine is to have faith in what 
you believe which is to accept that God is who He says He is.  
He was the beginning: (1John 1:1) 

He is our present …our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in 
trouble. (Psalm 46:1)

He is our future: For God so loved the world that He gave His only 
Son that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal 
life. (John 3:16)

God is the Past, Present and Future coming together in the form of 
a Son sent to earth.  (1 John 1: 2 – The life appeared; we have seen 
it and testify to it….)

To be a Christian is to accept the above and be willing to acknowl-
edge that you need a Saviour; and that Saviour can only be the 
One who died for your sins.  After that ask Him to be your Saviour; 
tell Him that He is the One you want to live for.  And tell Him you are 
sorry that he had to endure the cross because of your sin.

I think that to have fellowship with one another you need to make 
sure that you are mixing with likeminded people.  Oil and water do 
not mix.  We have unity with one another through our faith in God.  
It is God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit who holds 
us together.  As Christians we have to be amongst non- believers.  
We may live with them, work with them or simply be friends with 
them.  That is not wrong – they are the mission field.  One day, God 
willing, when they too come to accept Jesus as their Lord and Sav-
iour, then we will have true fellowship with them.  And what a day 
of rejoicing that will be!

How do we join others in fellowship?  We meet with them, we talk 
with them, we laugh with them, we pray with them, we cry with 
them.  What hurts them hurts us; what causes them to rejoice 

written by christine morris
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should cause us to rejoice on their 
behalf.  Fellowship equals unity one 
with another but above all with our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

In the light of so much confusion 
what are the essentials of Christian 
doctrine?  What makes you a Chris-
tian? What are the essentials of fel-
lowship? How can we join with others 
according to these verses?

The message is clear: there is no 
Christianity if Christ is not at the cen-
tre of it. The foundational and histori-
cal basis for the faith that we have, 
from the beginning!  Sounds famil-
iar…like John 1:1! But it goes even 
further than that, right back to Gen-
esis 1:1 this is the One who was with 
God before the world was.  We need 
to be sure that we believe in the pre-
existent Christ.  He alone is the foun-
dation of all true fellowship with God 
and with any other people, the per-
son of our Lord Jesus.  He came from 
eternity into time to be our Saviour. 
John heard Him; saw Him; touched 
Him.  He was not a figment of John’s 
imagination.  He was real.  God the 
Son became flesh! He was revealed.  
We need to believe this. But this is not 
enough this encounter has to be ex-
perienced.  We can have all the doc-
trines but we need to have a person-
al experience with Jesus and then 
we have to share it, to express it. En-
countered, experienced, expressed. 
Do we want to declare and proclaim 
what we have received from God?  
Do we have an everyday experi-
ence that we can share; fellowship 
with the Father and His Son? Our unity 
can only be on the truth of the scrip-
tures…that is our basis for fellowship.  
How amazing is the thought that we, 

sinners have nothing in common with 
a Holy God, can have fellowship with 
Him!  God in His grace sent Jesus into 
the world to have something in com-
mon with us, humanity! If fellowship 
is the answer to spiritual loneliness 
then in verse 4 we have the answer 
to spiritual emptiness….joy!  In your 
presence is fullness of joy’. Joy… the 
world didn’t give it to you, the world 
can’t take it away.

The truth of God is: the first and only 
requisite for the happiness of people 
is that Word which was with the Fa-
ther from the beginning, which they 
heard, which they saw, which they 
handled with their hands, and which 
they have declared unto us, and 
which we have embraced by faith.  
The fellowship that we enjoy with Him 
and each other is in that One, and 
what a joy it brings! Hallelujah! The 
truth is Christ, He is Christianity, He is 
our faith!

1. True fellowship between Christian 
Believers is the result of a personal 
knowledge of God Himself through 
Jesus  John 17 v3

2. Accepting Jesus as our personal 
Lord and Saviour

3. For John Fellowship with other 
Christians was important because 
together they joined God the Eternal 
Father and his beloved son the Lord 
Jesus

4. Fellowship, by the indwelling of His 
Holy Spirit, crosses all boundaries of 
Age, Gender, Nationality, Education, 
Social standing and even Christian 
Denominations
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John uses  the Word’ as a descrip-
tion/characteristic of God.  The Bible 
is God’s word that is Jesus in pub-
lished form.

John has his own testimony of Christ 
- the one who has existed from eter-
nity - something all Christians share.  
These verses show Jesus as both di-
vine and human and that He is the 
one that gives us life - eternal life.

The word fellowship means participa-
tion in the hearing seeing and teach-
ing.  Fellowship is the spiritual union of 
the believer with Christ as in the vine 
and the branches and the heady 
and the body as well as communion 
with the Father and fellow believers.

John’s joy in the Lord can’t be com-
plete unless his readers shared the 
true knowledge of Christ.

These verses have a similarity to Gen-
esis 1:1 and John 1:1 

Essentials of Christian Doctrine - faith 
in Jesus Christ, that you are a sin-
ner that deserves death but by the 
grace of God can be saved from 
death and a time without God but 
instead receives eternal life and wel-
come in the presence with the glory 
of God forever.

Our fellowship with others is not based 
on interests, age, profession, gender 
but in our faith in Jesus Christ.

In these verses Jon brings us straight 
to the centre of our relationship with 
God - Jesus. John gives us in these 
few verses enough to live our whole 
Christian life on.

John takes us back to Gen 1 v 1 and 
John 1 v1 - the beginning, before 
there was anything - when all that 
existed was God - who is the source 
and basis of all things.

John goes on to say that God came 
to earth and John and others had 
personally experienced the Eternal 
One.

V1 has an incredible truth - the eter-
nal God became accessible to to 
(delete in twice) man in a way that all 
could relate to - He walked amongst 
them.  Anyone can know God and 
He has revealed Himself to us. John is 
speaking from the view that he was 
there: he had spent time with Jesus 
and knew Him well. The gnostic view 
at the time was that Jesus was not 
physically man but John could say,  I 
heard Him, I saw Him, I knew Him’

John identifies Jesus as the Word of 
Life - logos - as used in John 1 v1.

In calling Jesus - eternal life John is 
recalling the words of Jesus in John 
5v26, 6 v 48, 11 v 25 and 14 v 6, he is 
also repeating what he expresses in 
v1 that Jesus is eternal and therefore 
God.  The eternal existence of God is 
also referred to in Micah 5 v 2.

John goes on to show that there is 
an eternal relationship between the 
Father and the Son - a relationship 
of love and fellowship - John 17 v 24 
states  for you loved me before the 
foundation of the world’.

As John moves into v3 we are made 
aware that we have an invitation to 
a relationship.  We can enjoy this fel-
lowship even though we may not un-
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derstand it all. The idea of relation-
ship is one of John’s most important 
messages - in greek - koinonia - this 
speaks of a living, breathing, sharing, 
loving relationship with a another 
person.

What an incredible thought - not only 
is He our Saviour but our friend and 
closest companion. John shows us 
here that when we know the good-
ness and greatness of God we will 
want that close fellowship with Him. 
John is stressing to his readers that 
this kind of relationship is only possi-
ble because Jesus is who He says He 
is in v1-2.  As we have fellowship with 
Him we will become more like Je-
sus. Surgeon?? Spurgeon?  Suggests 
 when fellowship is sweetest, your 
desire is strongest that others may 
have fellowship with you; and when, 
truly, your fellowship is with the Father 
and with the Son, you earnestly wish 
that the whole Christian brotherhood 
may share the blessing with you’.

The end of this little section says that 
the result of this relationship is  that 
your joy may be full’.

Whilst fullness of joy is possible it is not 
always certain - so many influences 
can take away and destroy that joy - 
joy is not found in the world but in the 
relationship and love we share with 
Him.

So what are the essentials:

1. God is eternal who was before all 
things
2. God became man
3. He is the Word of Life
4. We can fellowship with Him and 
God’s people

5. Fellowship with Him leads to full-
ness of joy.

The Deity of Christ - that Jesus is God 
in flesh. Jesus is the  I am’ before 
Abraham.

Salvation by Grace - it is freely given, 
we just have to accept and confess 
it. Salvation is received by faith.

There is only one God

That Jesus is both God and man.  The 
suffciency of the sacrifice of Christ -  
He had to die for the sins of the world
The resurrection of Christ - He is alive!
What makes you a Christian - it is 
when we have confessed Jesus Christ 
as Lord - this begins with a verbal ac-
knowledgement of Jesus as the Lord 
of our lives.

If this is real - THEN we become un-
comfortable and unhappy when we 
continue the things we did before 
we became a Christian.  We are no 
longer satisfied with some conversa-
tions we wouldn’t have batted an 
eyelid at before - when we sin we are 
miserable (or should be)  - not that 
we will never sin but there is a sense 
of discomfort in our hearts because 
we know that what we are doing is 
wrong.....this then follows on to fel-
lowship because we will enjoy the 
fellowship with other believers - we 
will WANT to be around other Chris-
tians and in line with our bible study, 
in fellowship we need to share our 
own burdens and aspirations and 
be available to hear what others are 
saying so that we can help them.   
Consider other fellow believers and 
pray for them - it certainly makes it 
easier to pray for them when you get 
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to know them and understand what 
they are going through.  

We can encourage, build up, pray 
and together experience the suffci-
ency of His life and tune our lives into 
His.   We reallllllly need others for that!.

Christianity is based on the faith in Je-
sus Christ as the son of the living God.
He came in the flesh to save mankind 
from the death that was imposed on 
us because of the sin of Adam and 
Eve. (The wages of sin is death and 
the benefit of knowing Jesus as Sav-
iour is eternal life)

To believe that through Jesus we are 
forgiven, restored back to our child-
hood and enabled to do good works 
that were prepared in advance by 
our Father.

To believe that Jesus will come back 
one day (glorious day), to take his be-
lievers with him and introduce them 
to the Father and He will live with us 
forever (eternal life).

To believe that the holy spirit was 
given to those who repented, con-
fessed their sins, accepted Jesus as 
their Saviour and made Jesus their 
Lord ( born again Christians ).

And the role of the Holy Spirit is to 
guide, teach, comfort and convince 
of sin; one of the evidences is speak-
ing in other tongues.

A Christian is a believer, a follower of 
Jesus Christ.  Therefore the very day 
that I accepted Jesus as the son of 
God, who came in flesh to save my 
life by his death on the cross and res-
urrection, when I confessed by my 

mouth and believed in my heart that 
Jesus is my personal saviour and Lord 
I became a Christian, a child of God.
The essentials of fellowship are to tes-
tify what we have seen and heard 
about Jesus and the eternal life to 
each other encouraging each other 
by the word of God.  We must study 
it together and praying for one an-
other; in love and submission to one 
another; sharing what we have, vis-
iting others in need (hospital, prison, 
alone at home).

1 John 1:5-7

What is the message in these verses 
and why could it be called the Gos-
pel of Christ?

 This then is the message which we 
have heard of him, and declare unto 
you, that God is the light and in Him is 
no darkness at all.

Now he enters into a question, by 
which we may understand that we 
are joined together with Christ.  That 
is if we are governed with His Light, 
which is perceived by the ordering 
of our life.  And he reasons, God is in 
Himself most pure light, therefore he 
agrees well with them who are of the 
Light but with them are of the dark-
ness he has no fellowship. 

1 John 1:7 But if we walk in the light – 
walking in the light may include the 
following things:

1. Leading lives of holiness and purity; 
that is the Christian must be charac-
teristically a holy man, a light in the 
world, by his example.
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2. Walking in the truth; that is em-
bracing the truth in opposition to all 
error of paganism and infidelity and 
having clear, spiritual views of truth, 
such as the unrenewed never have. 
 
As He is in the Light – in the same kind 
of light that he has.  The measure of 
light which we may have is not the 
same in degree, but it is of the same 
kind.  The true Christian, his character 
and feelings resembles God.

We have fellowship one with another.  
As we all partake of His feelings and 
views, we shall resemble each oth-
er.  Loving the same God, embrac-
ing the same views and living for the 
same ends, we shall of course have 
much that is common to us all; and 
thus shall have fellowship with each 
other.  And the blood of Jesus Christ 
his Son cleanses us from all sin – There 
is no stain made by sin so deep the 
blood of Christ cannot take it entirely 
away from the soul.  The first or lead-
ing part of it was that God is Light 
and in Him is no darkness and we 
are required to resemble Him by their 
walking in the Light.  

It can be called the Gospel of Christ 
because this is the message of God 
by His Son to the world or from Christ 
by His apostles.  God is Light, such 
who walk in the light shall have com-
munion with Him. 

1.  What is the message in these vers-
es?

God being the Light, He is opposed 
to the darkness.  Just as the light sym-
bolises the truth, righteousness and 
justice on one hand; on the other 
the darkness symbolises the lies, un-

righteousness, injustice, impurity and 
so forth. As there cannot be a rela-
tionship between light and darkness 
in the real world, so it is in the spiritual 
world, therefore we understand that 
there couldn’t be relationships be-
tween born-again Christians and the 
unbelievers.  (Non-Christians or so-
called Christians)

To sum up, we (born again – Pente-
costal – Christians shall walk in light, 
meaning in truth, justice, joy, loving, 
caring, praying and encouraging 
each other.  As a result of doing so 
in our walk (Christian journey) with 
Jesus the Light, His Blood cleanses us 
from all sins.  We are made  HOLY’!

2.  Why could it be called the Gospel 
of Christ?

Because in the Gospel of John (John 
1:4 says  ….. was the Life and the Life 
was the Light of men’.  We also know 
that  ….. The Word was God….’ The 
True Light that gives light to every 
man was coming into the world.

We know that the Word that be-
came flesh and came into the world 
is JESUS CHRIST, therefore this gospel, 
which is mostly centred on the evi-
dence  Jesus is the Messiah’ is worthy 
to be called  The Gospel of Christ’.

1. The main message of these vers-
es for me is John telling us you have 
heard the message so you pass it on 
to those that hear and so on...Light 
shines, the more dark a place is the 
more the light stands out and is need-
ed. Light makes darkness not dark 
but darkness cannot make light not 
light. Light does not choose whom 
it will benefit and neither does love.  
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Everyone we meet should see God’s 
light and love in us.  If we claim to 
be in Christ but our light doesn’t shine 
then we are not doing something 
right.  Are we walking in darkness 
instead? Having a relationship with 
Jesus changes us spiritually.  When 
this relationship with Christ is authen-
tic we begin to think the way Christ 
would think.  We begin to think more 
of others.  When we come to the full 
knowledge of what Jesus did for us 
when he died and took our place on 
the cross. The devil will always make 
you feel you are not qualified or 
clean enough to go near God.  This 
is not a lie but it is not the full truth.   
The truth is regardless of how you feel 
and what you have done the blood 
of Jesus Christ cleanse us from all sin.  
Cleanses in the Greek denotes a pre-
sent continuous action.  Rev 12:11. 
Light represents what is good true 
and holy.  Darkness represents what 
is evil and false.

2. Here in verses 5-7 the message 
they are declaring is one that Jesus 
Christ gave to the Apostles and in 
John chapter 8 Jesus says,  I speak 
that which I have seen with my Fa-
ther’.  So there is the chain of com-
munication: God the Father commu-
nicates to Jesus what He wants men 
to know; Jesus comes and instructs 
the twelve, and the twelve are in-
structed to go into all the world and 
preach this Gospel: it’s a simple mes-
sage, how sinful men can have fel-
lowship with God through the blood 
of the Lord Jesus Christ.  We need to 
be careful because there is a false 
doctrine coming into the church that 
is deceiving many.  But we have a 
perfect revelation in Jesus and we 
can’t improve on Him.  Christ and 

Christ alone!  The Gospel must always 
start with God.  Genesis 1:1 starts with 
God.  John in his Gospel, starts with 
God and here he is telling us:  That 
which was from the beginning, which 
we have heard, which we have seen 
with our eyes, which we have looked 
upon, and our hands have handled, 
of the Word of life’, the One who was 
with the Father before the world was 
- we are preaching the message 
of the Godhead in the Gospel. The 
Gospel starts with God.

God is light and in Him is no darkness 
at all.  For God to be light speaks of 
His glory, His blinding majesty. Then 
to speak of light intellectually speaks 
of His truth, His wisdom, His precepts, 
His counsel, His word. To speak of 
light morally speaks of His holiness, 
His purity. So because of the holi-
ness of God there is a separation for 
man because of his sinfulness.  Man 
lacks fellowship with the Holy God of 
heaven. Our sin are like clouds com-
ing between earth and the sun, it’s 
blocking the light - the light is not get-
ting in! A message that ignores the 
holiness of God, and a message that 
fails to preach against sin and de-
clare God’s judgemental wrath be-
cause of the broken law of His holi-
ness, is not the message that Christ 
gave to the early disciples: God is 
light, in Him is no darkness at all. 

Then fellowship with God cannot 
be known if we walk in darkness. 
Because God is light, we must walk 
in the light, but we cannot claim to 
walk with God and have fellowship 
with God if we walk in darkness.  Paul 
said to the Corinthians  What fellow-
ship has light with darkness, and Be-
lial with the Living God?  A message 
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that preaches that you can be for-
given and live a godless life is not the 
Gospel of Christ, is not the one that 
Christ preached to the apostles.

3. The message I think is that walking 
in the light means living under the 
controlling desire for God instead of 
the world — the kind of life you live 
if you see things the way God sees 
them and share his values. It can 
be called the Gospel of Christ be-
cause it refers to the justifying effect 
of Christ’s shed blood blotting out all 
our sins and giving us acquittal and 
eternal acceptance with God.  Also 
it refers to the fact that all our sins 
are already covered and forgiven by 
God because of the death of Jesus, 
if we walk in the light.

4. Verse 5 is telling us that God is per-
fect there is no darkness in Him...  He 
is the light that shines in the darkness 
of this world... Verse 6 I think that this 
verse is talking about those who pre-
tend to be Christian those who say it 
but don’t believe it in their hearts...  
Those who will come and tell lies to 
try and get you to turn away.  Verse 
7 talking about those who have ac-
cepted the Lord and do walk in the 
light of Christ and we do have fellow-
ship with Him and the blood of Christ 
has paid the price for our sin.  So it 
is warning about those who say Lord 
but don’t know Him at all....  And you 
can clearly see the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ here in verses 6 & 7 as it is talk-
ing about us walking in the light ac-
cepting and having fellowship with 
God and us being cleansed from all 
our sin.

5.These short verses tell us about 
God’s character- very simply we 

need to depend on the cleansing 
from sin provided by Jesus’ death 
on the cross.  John uses the imagery 
of light and dark to describe Gods’ 
character as pure and completely 
sinless. Not only is God light but there 
is no darkness in Him - there are no 
shades of grey: no fault, no deceit, 
no dishonesty or failure. God in his 
character possesses no imperfection 
whatsoever. On the other hand John 
uses darkness as a metaphor for sin - 
the direct opposite. John’s world was 
full of idols and gods so this message 
here would have challenged his 
readers - it would have been a new 
message for them. V6 says we can-
not fellowship with God while living in 
darkness. We must acknowledge our 
sin  - walking in the light means we 
must be open to God - we are not 
to be afraid to expose any aspect of 
our life to Him. Those believers who 
want to walk with God must walk in 
the light - we fellowship with God 
on His terms and not ours - Eph 5 v 8 
and Col 1 v 12. True fellowship can 
only happen if we live in the sphere 
of God’s character - light. We can 
fellowship because we have some-
thing in common with Him. We have 
fellowship because the blood of Je-
sus has dealt with the sin. We have 
the privilege of fellowship  because 
of Jesus Christ - not our own merit.  If 
we walk in darkness we are walking 
out of  sync’ with God and not ac-
cording to the truth. The nearer we 
get to Him the more terrible our sin 
seems. Living in fellowship with Him 
means we change - to be more like 
Him.

6. God is Life and Light - Shows con-
ditions of Divine Fellowship.  Walk-
ing in the Light there is no darkness.  
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It helps us give thought to demon-
strating our fellowship with God and 
with our fellow believers.  It helps us 
to think about how we show we are 
one with God and his people.  How 
do we show this unity?  

How do we demonstrate this fellow-
ship in every day Christian Living?  
Our fellowship should be open and 
honest and humble because our sin 
has been faced  up to confessed 
and forgiven
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During the closing months of 2014 I gave a series of announce-
ments about the position of Deacons here at Grace church.  Be-
ginning with a call to any person in the church who wished to be 
a deacon and ending with an election for those who had come 
forward. 

I make this announcement every year in the hope that these much 
needed positions will be filled.  We currently have five vacancies 
and the deadline for application is 17th December 2016.

Although I have explained the position of deacon to the church in 
a bid to correct long held views that they are the caretaker of the 
church I felt it important to take another opportunity to explain to 
you all what the role of Deacon is within our Church.  Please read 
the below and hopefully it will inspire you in your service of the 
Kingdom of Heaven

The scriptural rational for Deacons at Grace Church

The main scriptures for deacons Exodus 18:13- 26, Deuteronomy 
1:8-16, Acts 6:1-8 and 1 Timothy 3:8- 13, please read them before 
carrying on

In these 4 portions of scripture we read about two seemingly differ-
ent groups of people.  In the Old Testament we read of the Judges 
and in the New Testament we read of the Deacons.  In the Old 
Testament we read more about what the Judges were called to 
do, how they were called and also the type of character a Judge 
should have. In the New Testament we read almost the exact same 
thing except this time it is in the name Deacon.  This is a remarkable 
similarity yet we teach the very important truth that the Old Testa-
ment is the New Testament concealed and the New Testament is 
the Old Testament revealed.  Therefore we may see similarities in 
two groups of people as types of one another. 

Continuing this theme we may also see in the nature of their selec-
tion a very great similarity.  In Exodus 18 we read:-

And you shall look out of all the people able men, such as fear 
God, men of truth, hating unjust gain.  And place such over them 
to be rulers of thousands, and rulers of hundreds, rulers of fifties, 
and rulers of tens. (Exodus 18:21)

written by jamie boulton
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And in Acts 6 we read a very similar 
thing:-

Therefore, brothers, look out among 
you seven men being witnessed to, 
full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom, 
which we may appoint over this duty. 
(Acts 6:3)

Notice that for both groups the term 
 to look out’ is used about their selec-
tion.   The similarities in both groups 
in task and calling help us come to 
the agreement that they are two 
sides of the same coin. The most im-
portant truth we must remember of 
the Apostolic age is that they did 
not have a New Testament because 
they were living it.  Therefore we real-
ise that it was from the Old Testament 
that the early church began to learn 
more about the Lord and the way He 
wanted His church to function. We 
read that in Acts 2:42 where it says 
they continued in the Apostles doc-
trine, not meaning their creed but 
their style which was to show Christ 
in the Old Testament.  Using this un-
derstanding of how to illuminate the 
Word of God we may reasonably 
suggest that the role of Deacon is in 
the mould of the role of the Judges 
of Exodus 18. 

By combining both the New Testa-
ment teaching on the Deacon and 
the Old Testament teaching on the 
Judges of Exodus chapter 18, we will 
be able to form the scriptural basis 
and understanding for the character 
of those who may wish to be dea-
cons.  Also an explanation of how 
they are to be chosen and by whom 
and an account of what they are to 
do in their roles and how they are to 
be made accountable. 

If we look at Exodus18:13-26 we see 
that the initial call of the Judges 
comes about because of the advice 
given by Jethro, Moses father in law 
because of what he saw Moses do-
ing.  So firstly what was Moses doing?  
Well verse 13 says he sat to judge the 
people. The word for Judge here is 
Shaw fat, it means to govern, vindi-
cate or punish the matter at hand.

In all intense and purposes, the peo-
ple would come to Moses to ask if 
what they wanted to do was lawful 
before God because he met Him at 
the burning bush and he knew the 
Character of God, having not yet re-
ceived the Law.

Moses managed the people, not 
their spiritual lives overly, but their 
concerns and plans for the future.  
He would manage the disputes be-
tween two people who disagreed or 
wanted to do similar things. He would 
advise them on what righteousness 
was.  Yet one man to manage over a 
million others was an impossible task, 
Jethro was aghast knowing such a 
thing could not go on.

The age old problem reared its head 
that is the bottleneck of leadership. 

The people want to get on with it or 
they have an urgent enquiry.  They 
need to know but the pastor has al-
ready been grabbed by someone 
and they seem to be intense, so you 
go home and sit on it and brood on 
it and never get round to it because 
like the Children of Israel you have 
been queuing all day.  Eventually 
you put the idea away or you think 
nobody cares about me or the pas-
tor has no time and you leave, may-
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be just the church or worryingly the 
kingdom of Heaven. Hence why we 
cannot allow bottlenecks to exist we 
have to open them up. 

However the reference may not nec-
essarily be in reference to any other 
Judge of the Old Testament.

Jethro’s suggestion was to open wide 
the bottleneck, that through many 
advisors the people could get on 
with the tasks that were to be done.  
But Let me interject here

Now there is some discussion 
amongst theologians about whether 
Moses actually did this, because of 
Numbers 11:14 17

I am not able to bear all this people 
alone, because it is too heavy for 
me.  And if You are going to part this 
way with me, I beg You to kill me at 
once, if I have found favour in Your 
sight, and let me not see my misery.  
And Jehovah said to Moses; Gather 
to Me seventy men of the elders of Is-
rael, whom you know to be the elders 
of the people, and the offcers over  
them. And bring them to the tab-
ernacle of the congregation so that 
they may stand there with you. And 
I will come down and talk with you 
there. And I will take of the spirit on 
you, and will put it on them, and they 
shall bear the burden of the people 
with you so that you do not bear it 
yourself alone. Numbers 11:14-17

Here we have the Lord putting a lead-
ership structure into place, whereas 
before it was just Jethro’s idea and 
the Jews teach that the law books 
are directly given by God to Moses, 
so was Jethro’s idea the work of man, 

and this the work of God

Well the answer is both yes and no.

Those here in Numbers are called the 
elders of Israel, those already known 
to be considered the oversight of 
their people. But their task is consid-
erably different to that of Exodus 18 
where the judges are asked to man-
age the people, but here the elders 
are asked to bear the burdens of the 
people. 

What is the difference between the 
two? Well one is practical the other is 
Spiritual. Whereas the Judges of Exo-
dus would practically manage issues 
giving the advice needed, oversee-
ing the very nature of practical exist-
ence, the elders of numbers had no 
job but to care for the Spiritual well-
being of the people.  Not to make 
decisions, but to bear the weight of 
prayer for those who can’t pray for 
themselves, to consider the poor 
and unfortunate one who slips and 
to care for Spiritual well-being of the 
Church. .

There was also a difference in the ap-
pointment of the Judges over the el-
ders in that God anointed the elders 
with the Spirit of God. It was this that 
the Lord meant when saying I will 
put on them the same Spirit as you 
when He spoke to Moses. The Spirit to 
pastor the flock, as a shepherd, just 
as Moses did. That is not to say the 
Judges were not anointed, but theirs 
was a different anointing. As it say it 
Corinthians, the same Spirit but differ-
ent gifts.

The reason for the two different plac-
es of calling, one from the Lord the 



25

other from Jethro is because of their 
tasks. The elder was an appointment 
of God, his task was fixed by God and 
not for negotiation, and they are to 
bear the burdens of keeping the peo-
ple on the right path. The Judge was 
an idea of Jethro, although no less 
inspired by God; its purpose was to 
manage the daily lives of the people 
in their personal revelation and en-
quiry of God. This structure was fluid 
and could be changed as required 
because it was a structure of man. 
The elders helped carry the burden 
of responsibility of the peoples grum-
blings and wanderings away from 
God. The Judges managed the day 
to day that life may go on.

However let us always remember it 
was the people who did the minis-
tries of God the elders and deacons 
just managed that. It was the people 
of Israel who fought for God, not just 
the judges. It was the Children of Levi 
who carried the tabernacle and took 
care of it, not the elders. It was the 
priests who kept the worship of God 
as laid down by the Lord, not Moses. 
The role of doing is with the people, 
for all the people and it is our privilege 
to be able to serve the Lord. It is im-
portant that we recognise, that both 
elders and deacons don’t do every-
thing the people who make up the 
church do that as with the children 
of Israel. We are constantly taught 
to raise up leaders but it’s nonsense, 
because the leaders of scripture in 
truth are no more than administrators 
and this is not the exciting Job that 
is made out.  The person who leads 
the church is Christ; He guides us if 
we will let Him and trust Him to bring 
together the good works that are in 
each heart, place there before the 

beginning of time. We don’t need to 
raise up leaders but those who will 
serve the Church, who will develop 
a ministry.

And He said to them, Whoever shall 
receive this child in My name receives 
Me. And whoever shall receive Me 
receives Him who sent Me. For he 
who is least among you all, he shall 
be great. Luke 9:48

If your desire is to lead, you’ve missed 
the point, because to lead is to serve; 
only those who desire to serve will be 
used by the Lord and that won’t be 
to lead, but to serve. 

So what is the application to the 
Church? You have probably equat-
ed the two positions of Judge and 
elder of Israel with its New Testament 
counterparts, being the deacon and 
the elder. 

Often I have felt the role of the dea-
con is confused as being a role of 
caretakers, but it isn’t. When we read 
the appointment of Philip and Ste-
phen in Acts we don’t see caretak-
ers we see those who have Spiritual 
oversight of the Church, In that they 
took care of the practical everyday 
needs of the church, it’s running but 
not its building.  Yet they were both 
full of the Spirit of God, teaching and 
seeing the Lord move in revival.

To elders we may see someone like 
Philemon, of which the term bishop is 
used but the word is Presbyter, mean-
ing elder. He was commended to 
take back the runaway slave Onesi-
mus, and to treat, what in roman law 
would be considered property and 
worthy of death, as an equal before 
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God, to care for his well-being and to 
encourage his development, even 
at the cost of his own life.

We see many deacons and deacon-
esses named in Scripture, however 
not so many elders, emphasising the 
difference in size of this calling.

The role of deacon is therefore not a 
caretaking role, but one of admin-
istrative management as set out in 
Deuteronomy 1:12-17. Here we see 
the recap of what Moses had put 
into order from Jethro’s advice. They 
were appointed to oversee and to 
judge but not to rule or lead and all 
of this they were to do without re-
spect of the person knowing that it 
was the Lords judgment they were 
using.  In Acts 6:1-6 we see the first 
appointment of Deacons in the New 
Testament. However the text isn’t as-
serting that these 7 men were the 
only ones who waited on the tables 
but that they oversaw this role to free 
the apostles to study and teach. This 
is the same role as that of the judges 
in Deuteronomy and the  overseeing 
of the distribution of the daily food, 
making judgments as to who it was 
for are carried through with the oth-
er elements we see in Stephen and 
Philips accounts in Acts are all very 
similar to this. The application of all 
this to the role of Deacons at Grace 
church is that there role is to oversee 
and manage the various depart-
ment of Grace Church. 

At Grace we have created a structure 
where every member of the church 
should be able to do the good work 
that the Lord has put upon their heart 
whatever that task should be. The 
main workers of the Lord are those on 

the frontline, that’s all of the church. 
Remember I as the Pastor don’t see 
many people, but the church does in 
their daily lives.  I don’t know many in 
Blackburn, but the church does and 
they shouldn’t go praying that I will 
go out and bring them in, because 
that’s the job of each and every 
one in the Church, and if it doesn’t 
happen, it’s because they wouldn’t 
do it, they will answer to God for it.  
The way we should look to grow the 
church numerically is by doing what 
every Christian should do and be a 
Christian where you are, so that peo-
ple may see Jesus through us. And 
secondly by individually seeking a 
revelation from the Lord that we may 
not only see people come to know 
Jesus, but those who do know the 
Lord will grow from being converts 
to disciples. To do this task will take 
a variety of ministries, from garden-
ing to praying. I wonder what the 
Lord is putting on your heart. Don’t 
tell me the church should do this or 
go there or do that. That’s not what 
I’m asking you to consider, the ques-
tion you’re asking Lord is what can I 
do, that you may echo the words of 
Isaiah Lord send me. To manage this 
each of these ideas that individuals 
in the church might have need to 
be nurtured and overseen to make 
sure they are righteous, fit into the 
Churches vision and values and are 
of God and not just human desire. 
This is what the deacons role as an 
administrative manager is to help 
bring about, managing the day to 
day running of the Church. We want 
to have a Church with ideas and 
deacons who oversee them, guiding 
activity leaders and getting them to 
work in harmony with the other ac-
tivities in the church.
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This is not a role for the faint heart-
ed because it’s always easier to tell 
people what to do rather than help-
ing them figure it out on their own.  If 
you have a desire to reach, teach 
or keep maybe you should consider 
becoming an activity leader rather 
than a deacon. The calling of the 
judges of Israel was recapped by 
Moses in the book of Deuteronomy 
as he wrote of all that the Lord had 
done in the wilderness years. Moses 
told of what manner of person would 
be suitable for such a role.

Give wise and understanding men, 
and those known to your tribes, and 
I will appoint them rulers over you. 
And you answered me and said, 
the thing which you have spoken is 
good to do. And I took the chiefs of 
your tribes, wise and noted men, and 
made them heads over you, cap-
tains over thousands, and captains 
over hundreds, and captains over fif-
ties, and captains over tens, and of-
ficers among your tribes.
Deuteronomy 1:13-15

Wise and understanding men hardly 
gives us much information as to eligi-
bility of a person seeking to become 
a deacon in the kingdom of Heaven. 
More is said on the subject of Dea-
cons eligibility in the New Testament 
in 1 Timothy.   A few words in the fol-
lowing passage are in italics:

Likewise the deacons are to be rever-
ent, not double-tongued, not given 
to much wine, not greedy of ill gain, 
having the mystery of the faith in a 
pure conscience. And let these also 
first be tested, then let them minis-
ter without reproach. Even so their 
wives are to be reverent, not slander-

ers, temperate, faithful in all things. 
Let the deacons be the husbands 
of one wife, ruling their children and 
households well. For they having 
served well gain a good grade for 
themselves, and much boldness in 
the faith, those in Christ Jesus. 1 Timo-
thy 3:8-13

This description is pretty self-explan-
atory and fits the model for what a 
deacon should be willing to be. How-
ever I might add that this list is also 
what any Christian should willingly 
choose to live by and so we are not 
reading of a higher grade or more 
holy person. A deacon can be any 
person in the church who has decid-
ed to live a life described in Timothy, 
which is anyone who chose Christ 
as saviour but with the caveat that 
they have shown themselves to be 
able to do it. This is what Acts 6:3 and 
Exodus 18:21 also agree with and it is 
all held together by the statement in 
Deuteronomy 1:13 “those known to 
your tribe”.

In other words the righteous life de-
scribed in Timothy is not an excep-
tional life which is above the grade 
of any other Christian, but it is one 
which is seen by other Christians and 
most importantly acknowledged by 
them.  If you feel called to the po-
sition of deacon then your life must 
match that calling and be recog-
nised as such. This isn’t about a per-
ceived holiness it’s about a life lived 
for and serving God, which will bear 
good Christian character as outlined 
in the fruits of the Spirit in Galatians 5, 
because its only by your fruit that we 
will know the real you. 

As such we can see that a deacon 
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must be acceptable on these terms 
to all those whom they would serve. 
As frightening as it may seem you will 
be required to put yourself forward 
for public examination so that those 
who chose you cannot later com-
plain. As such all deacons positions 
are by election from the body that 
they serve. For some departments 
that body is just the attendees and 
activity leaders in that department, 
for others it is the whole church be-
cause their department has a wider 
role. However elections in Christian 
terms are not popularity contests to 
be decided by courting votes and 
making promises like politicians. 
Christian elections are based upon 
the merit of the person to live up to 
the reputation as a servant of the 
Lord and any vote cast should be 
done on prayerful consideration and 
guidance as to who the right person 
is for the role. This is evidenced in Acts 
1:15-25 with the appointment of Bar-
sabas in place of Judas. 

The final element to cover is the sex 
of those allowed to serve as dea-
cons. Although the verses in Timothy 
mention that a deacon must be the 
husband of one wife this is not an ex-
clusive statement as to the sex of a 
Deacon.  In Romans we have Paul 
concluding this great work with a se-
ries of greetings the first of which says
I commend to you Phoebe our sis-
ter, who is a servant of the church 
in Cenchrea, Romans 16:1 The word 
for servant used here of Phoebe is 
the same as that used in Timothy for 
deacon. Therefore we conclude the 
ministry of deacon is open to both 
male and females as a role of ser-
vice to the church and the kingdom 
of Heaven. 

Using the example of the Judges 
and that of deacons we have come 
to conclude a series of values and 
behaviours as well as principles on 
which a Deacon must act to do the 
role. Having also looked at the pas-
sages in Timothy we have seen the 
person specification for those who 
wish to be deacons. Finally we see 
in Acts 6:3 that the role of deacon is 
one to be called to so they must be 
willing to come forward, be elected 
by the people they will represent and 
have hands laid upon them.  The 
deacon is a servant to all, an overse-
er of a department with a responsi-
bility to assist and not control, to keep 
activities in line with Scripture and 
not their own will, and to be a help 
where ever possible that the work of 
the kingdom might go on.

I hope that after reading this you 
have a better understanding of their 
role and won’t be going up to ask 
Mark to fix something.  Instead I hope 
you are inspired to look to that good 
work the Lord has done in you and 
to put it into practice. If you have an 
idea for an activity or you just want 
to help can I encourage you come 
and speak with myself that we may 
nurture that.  Alternatively if you feel 
you can help in the finance depart-
ment or you look around at the build-
ing and have a desire to fix a part of 
it or make it look more beautiful for 
the service of the Lord, then go and 
speak to Lynne and Mark respective-
ly that they may help you get started. 
If from reading this you would like to 
apply to become a deacon then 
our next elections will be Decem-
ber 2016. However come and get a 
booklet from me explaining in full the 
role and expectations as well as the 
application process. 
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Thanks again, everyone for all your continued support for Missions 
throughout 2016. Please pray for our missions programme and sup-
port.   In 2017 It will be 90 years since the first missionary from the 
church left for the field so we have many reasons to be grateful for 
all the faithful support we have maintained outside the immediate 
church needs down all those many years.  We are looking towards 
2017 and the possible visits to the church then and I believe we 
shall have some positive contacts from AOG as the Lord is faithful 
in his timing, purpose and provision. The last planned visits were 
from Martin Dudgeon at the end of October and Janine Stellatos 
from Metro world Child Kenya.   We are selective about who we 
now invite to the church to some extent which is all part of how the 
church is presently going forwards with in specific vision aimed at 
sowing seeds of the pure gospel and building the church for the 
future.   There is still the possibility of four more visits before July. 

If you would like to join our missions covenant scheme for £24 a year 
or £2 a month then please ask me or collect one of the forms on 
the missions table you can start any month, although it is good to 
start at the beginning of the new church programme. I have also 
continued writing letters of encouragement to every AOG mission-
ary this is a finite task but once completed all of our AOG missions 
partners will be aware of the opportunity and personal invitation 
to visit us should they wish to make contact with us when they are 
home in the UK.  I believe that in Gods timing this shall be enabled.  
To date in the project we have had 19 contacts made in a variety 
of world locations.  This month we will have a break due to the fact 
that there are many other activities in the church at this time.  You 
can see as we have followed this project that there is a rich diver-
sity of verified AOG UK missionary personnel across the world and 
there are still a good number of contacts to pursue yet. 
 
As mentioned last month I thought it would be interesting to gradu-
ally explore and pray for each of the 224 ethnic groups, as a mission-
ary perspective. This will be over a period of time in the magazine 
and prayer letter as an exercise in thoroughness and exploration 
starting next month.  Also in a spirit of rigour and in the same vein 
as our various church  series of the word, that God will raise workers 
and revival amongst them as we bring them before him and briefly 
explore their specific characteristics and pray for them.  This will be 
a good follow on from the Alan Benson testimony but I also hope to 
illustrate some interesting missionary testimonies to follow on along 
another thread these are meant to inspire and encourage you to 

written by david lambert

33



work for the Kingdom.   I do not nec-
essarily have a plan for these ethnic 
groups but I will write about as the 
Lord leads and as I feel inspired but 
by the end of the programme you 
will have explored, in summary, the 
diversity and range of people groups 
that occupy our world and have had 
a chance to become aware and 
pray for them to be reached by the 
gospel and that more workers may 
be raised up in this endeavour. 

No 1  (The Igbo people group)  
  
Also called Igbo, people living chief-
ly in southeastern Nigeria.  The Igbo 
may be grouped into the follow-
ing main cultural divisions: northern, 
southern, western, eastern or and 
northeastern. Before European col-
onization, the Igbo were not united 
as a single people but lived in local 
communities.  By the mid-20th cen-
tury, however, a sense of ethnic iden-
tity was strongly developed, and the 
Igbo-dominated Eastern region of 
Nigeria tried to unilaterally secede 
from Nigeria in 1967 as the inde-
pendent nation of Biafra.  By the turn 
of the 21st century the Igbo num-
bered some (20 million).  Most Igbo 
traditionally have been subsistence 
farmers.  Except for the northeast-
ern groups, the Igbo live in rainforest 
country. Most Igbo occupy villages 
that are very dispersed   but in some 
areas villages are compact.  The vil-
lage is a  compound which is typi-
cally a cluster of huts, each of which 
is a separate household. Traditional 
Igbo religion includes belief in a cre-
ator god (Chukwu or Chineke), an 
earth goddess (Ala), and numerous 
other deities and spirits as well as a 
belief in ancestors who protect their 

living descendants. Revelation of the 
will of the deities is sought by divina-
tion and oracles.  Some Igbo have 
become Catholics due to this type 
of missionary work amongst them. 
Please pray for this group that God 
will raise up those who might bring 
the truth of the gospel to them and 
the word of the God and that that 
they shall have a written materials to 
learn from. .  
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sorry for you all missing out.  We are certainly bonding; praying and 
sharing openly with one another….fellowship as it should be. It real-
ly has been a tremendous blessing.  Here are some of the thoughts 
shared this past month. 

By Mark Haydock

Acts 4 v13, 
When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that 
they were unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and 
they took note that these men had been with Jesus

Exodus 34 v 29
When Moses came down from Mount Sinai with the two tablets of 
the covenant law in his hands, he was not aware that his face was 
radiant because he had spoken with the LORD. We read in both 
these cases that there is a definite change when we encounter 
God. They could tell that Peter and John had been with Jesus be-
cause they were unschooled, ordinary men and that Moses had 
to cover his face as it was radiant because he had an encounter 
with God on Mount Sinai after he had received the Ten command-
ments.

Every time we pray or praise and worship God we can have an 
encounter with him if we want to.  That is the question, is it what we 
really want?  Is it our desire to meet with God and let Him envelop 
our lives or may be just the little bit of our lives that we want him to 
have.  It’s a challenge to all of us to let God have all of our lives.  It’s 
letting go of our will and doing God’s will even if sometimes God 
says no. In both these encounters there was a definite change.  
People knew that they had met with God.  Can the same be said 
of us? We can all have the experience of basking in God’s pres-
ence as we worship him.  There is nothing better; it can be a life-
changing event.  Our lives should be a testimony of God in every 
aspect of it and the fruit of that is that people will perceive that we 
have been with Jesus.

It will show in our lives, in our attitudes, that we have had an en-
counter with Jesus.  It’s a powerful thing.  The children of Israel 
knew that Moses had encountered God because God’s power 
has changed him. He shone because of God’s presence.  All the 
way through the Bible we read of ordinary people who become 
extra-ordinary people because they encountered God. Peter and 
John were just ordinary fishermen from Galilee. Paul on the road to 
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Emmaus, the blind, the dumb, the 
lame – when they met with God they 
came out different. 

When we surrender to Jesus and have 
that encounter with him his power will 
show in our lives. It just depends on 
how much of our lives we give over 
to God and our honesty before him.     

By Oliver Wilman

My question is this,  What is our pur-
pose’ and  how can we overcome 
the diffcult situations which we come  
across’.  Just like to start with a scripture 
which I am sure you are all familiar with 
and it’s Matthew 28:19 and it says, 
 therefore go make disciples of all 
nations, baptising them in the name 
of the Father, Son and the Holy Spirit’.  
This means to spread the gospel to all 
those who don’t know the Lord.  But 
not to only those who don’t know the 
Lord, but to strengthen those  whose  
hearts are fully committed to him.  ’ 
As it says in Chronicles 16:9.  As well 
as???  to support each other in our 
struggles and with our worries.  But 
we all have some kind of weakness 
and I know for me sometimes talking 
to others about the gospel to those 
who don’t believe in God it can be 
very diffcult and in Luke it says  They  
travelled from one town and village 
to another’.  I look at this verse and 
think  wow’! They went to villages 
and towns and some of us struggle 
with talking about Jesus to 1 person.
But stop…there is hope.  We are not 
doomed because in Isaiah 41:13 it 
says, Do not fear, I will help you, be-
cause the God who we all believe 
in will help and support every single 
one of us.
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So if you are at work, school, col-
lege or even at church, don’t be put 
down by something you couldn’t do 
to start off with, because there is no 
 can’t’ because God uses every sin-
gle one of us.  I promise if you pray 
about something very strongly from 
the heart, the Lord will make sure you 
finish that race.

So be that sign post for others to fol-
low by being an example.  We all 
have a job to be getting on with so 
trust in the Lord  He will be with you 
till the end!’ Here’s a question: Are 
you doing your job and being that 
strong sign post?  Finally, like I said, 
sometimes I found it diffcult to talk to  
others about the gospel, so I strongly 
prayed about it from the heart.  That 
week Mark and Liz Holdcroft came to 
our church and in the meeting they 
asked people to get up if they want-
ed to be prayed for and I told Mark 
that I struggled with talking to friends 
at school about the gospel and with 
what I believed in.  He told me, that 
the Lord had told him to tell me to talk 
about things the we found and had 
in common.  Then I found out that a 
friend from school played the bass 
and will be joining Blackburn Col-
lege and he has always wondered 
about what I do here at church, so I 
talked to him about playing the bass 
at church.  Earlier this week, I told my 
friend about our Christmas play and 
he really loves star wars and when I 
told him that is our theme for the na-
tivity…he is coming to watch.  So it 
takes time but pray and do your job 
by telling others about Jesus. 



37



THE FELLO
W

SHIP O
F THE SA

IN
TS A

N
D

 W
HAT IT SHO

ULD
 BE

1 John 4 says 
Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God, and everyone 
who loves has been born of God, and knows God. The one who 
does not love has not known God. For God is love.  In this the love 
of God was revealed in us, because God sent His only begotten 
Son into the world that we might live through Him. In this is love, not 
that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the 
propitiation concerning our sins. if God so loved us, we ought also 
to love one another. 
1John 4:7-11

I wish to answer a question.

1. What is the fellowship of the saints, what should it be.

Read 1 John 3:1-24

Of course having read that passage you’re probably at this mo-
ment in time wondering whether you’re saved or not. The reason 
for that is because it contains some of the scariest verses in the 
whole Scripture.

Everyone who practices sin also practices lawlessness, for sin is law-
lessness. And you know that He was revealed that He might take 
away our sins, and in Him is no sin. Everyone who abides in Him 
does not sin. Everyone who sins has not seen Him nor known Him. 
Little children, let no-one deceive you.  He who does righteousness 
is righteous, even as that One is righteous. He who practices sin is 
of the Devil, for the Devil sins from the beginning. For this purpose 
the Son of God was revealed, that He might undo the works of the 
Devil. Everyone who has been born of God does not commit sin, 
because His seed remains in him, and he cannot sin, because he 
has been born of God.
1 John 3:4-9

It is imperative that nobody goes to the toilet or stops reading be-
fore this article is fully explained.

What’s interesting about John’s letter is that there are no clues as 
to who he was writing to; as such this is a letter that has a universal 
message to the entire church, slave or free, Jew or gentile. What 
we do know is that it was a circular sent to all churches to read in 

written by jamie boulton
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order that they may possess these 
great teachings.  The crux of John’s 
message about love, which this letter 
is about, is its expression in our own 
lives.  How is the love of God which 
is in us practically showing itself?  Es-
pecially if the great challenge to all 
Christians is to reveal more of the Lord 
inhabiting their lives a little every day.  
As we decrease so that the Lord, 
who is and has always been upon 
the throne of your life, increases and 
is revealed to be as such to those 
around you.  This is the understand-
ing of the bride preparing herself as 
described in Revelation 19.

So John’s message is exception-
ally important because we won’t 
win people to Christ flying all over 
Blackburn with tracts; nor will people 
come to Christ if we sit in here and 
have lovely prayer meetings and bi-
ble studies; There is only one way you 
will win, those work colleagues, that 
spouse, your children, your neigh-
bours or significant persons to Salva-
tion in Jesus Christ and that is they 
must see that Christ has made a dif-
ference to you.

Have you ever wondered why peo-
ple do some of these silly fad diets 
like Atkins? The answer is because 
celebrities’ lose stones of weight in 
weeks and people see it and want it 
for themselves?

And so John exclaims that the love 
of God, which is so important to the 
Lord that we are now called His sons 
because He bestowed it on us, must 
be practically outworked. Yet he 
highlights in verse 2, for all of those 
sitting in their seats feeling unworthy 
or even unchanged, that the real 

l change, like the metamorphosis of 
the caterpillar will only be seen when 
we are resurrected. Yet like the co-
coon which has been spun tells those 
around about that a change is hap-
pening, we too must exhibit an out-
ward cocoon which highlights this 
change.

But enough stalling let’s get back to 
these terrifying verses.

Is John’s point that the cocoon he 
thinks we should exhibit to others is 
one of sinless perfection, and that 
without an outworking of this then 
we weren’t actually saved. Well if 
he is we might as well all pack up, 
because none of us have lived up 
to this. And that also includes Paul 
the apostle who declared I do what 
I know I shouldn’t do and don’t do 
that which I ought. So the answer has 
to be a firm no because it would be 
contrary to Paul’s declaration which 
is divine scripture and most impor-
tantly contrary to the teachings of 
grace which say  

if you confess the Lord Jesus, and 
believe in your heart that God has 
raised Him from the dead, you shall 
be saved. Romans 10:9

And Jesus writes to the churches in 
Revelation and exhorts and rebukes 
them, even the dead church, yet the 
Lord still calls them saints. 

So what is John saying because it 
reads as plainly as we have put it? 

Well the answer is that John isn’t 
talking here of a cocoon item, he’s 
talking of the full metamorphosis, an 
outworking which will be completed 
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when we are translated into glory. 
Now I’m not talking of a second sal-
vation, but I’m talking of what it will 
be like to fly when we have cast off 
the flesh as the caterpillar that turns 
into the butterfly. John’s statements 
unlike Paul’s are not directly linked 
to sin in terms of breaking the law in 
a single act. They aren’t even linked 
into breaking the law in a habitual 
sense of sin, something that in truth 
many Christians do.

Now I’m not excusing sin, friends we 
must repent, that is to turn away. 
Some sins are easier for us to stop 
than others. Some sins are such pow-
erful draws to us that we know we 
must never be in their presence. But 
in truth our Christian walk is a bat-
tle and one we must remember we 
have been given the victory in. As 
with all bullies, and the Devil is their 
chief, the power they have is the 
power that we give them.

John isn’t talking of the act of sin-
ning, but the attitude of sin. John 
shows that the outworking of the 
Lord’s transforming love within us is 
that the desire to be selfish is broken, 
that when we sin we commit a selfish 
act, but that our lives are not a daily 
sense of  pleasing yourself’ as it was 
when we were dead in them.  Why, 
because we have the great com-
mandments given to us by Jesus, 

love the Lord with all your heart all 
your soul and all your mind and love 
your neighbour as yourself. 

Now although we may not live up to 
this daily, we are different than before 
we were saved when we had no de-
sire to do that at all. But now we get 

into the realm of questioning our mo-
tives, well was I selfish, am I behav-
ing selfishly, am I saved, maybe I’m 
not and then back to terrifying verse. 
Quick close the bible I don’t like this 
anymore. Hence why John moves 
this chain of thought into a genuine 
practical outworking, which will be 
seen by others and be an indication 
that we are born again.

In this the children of God are re-
vealed, and the children of the Devil: 
everyone not practicing righteous-
ness is not of God, also he who does 
not love his brother. 1 John 3:10

Now Christ is our Righteousness to 
choose to follow him is the term 
meant by practicing. But the second 
part is not a mental or inward ap-
plication alone, it is an application 
which has to be outworked and it is 
not directed heavenward, but exter-
nally towards our Christian brothers 
and sisters. 

It is so important that John shows in 
v11 that this is the message taught 
from the beginning. Not just the be-
ginning of the church through Acts 
and Paul’s teachings. Not just by 
Jesus through his many teachings 
and the Sermon on the Mount. But 
throughout the biblical teaching as 
the Lord chose a family of in fighting 
Jeremy Kyle-esk people and created 
a nation to live under Gods law of 
which what you did to your neigh-
bour was considered important. This 
is central to the Lords plan friends 
we must love one another because 
Christ loved us. 

John shows us through Cain and 
Abel how we might really know if we 
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are thinking selfishly or righteously.  
Do we look at others gifting or prayer 
life or bible knowledge and act with 
jealousy. Or do we act as Elisha and 
say can I have a double portion, be-
cause it’s not wrong to desire great-
er Spiritual gifts and to look to those 
who are older in the faith as exam-
ples as Paul said follow my example 
as I follow Christ’s. However it is wrong 
to wish evil to that person and try to 
bring them down to make you look or 
feel better. That is how we know we 
have the love of God, do we hate or 
do we wish to emulate and surpass, 
maybe you don’t hate you just dis-
like, friends any form of despise lets us 
down. We must be like Abel, who just 
desired to serve God and get closer 
to Him. What is funny about it is that 
even though the purpose is that our 
light may shine, John warns us to ex-
pect, from the people we want to 
show Jesus to, hatred.

Now previously when we discussed 
loving your neighbour as ourselves, I 
showed you that our neighbour liter-
ally means the other person and that 
the outworking of this command, is 
to project on to all people a humble 
and dedicated love based on ac-
tions we would like done to us, if we 
were that other person. That applies 
to everyone, including the ones we 
don’t like. But what we are talking 
about here is the brothers.

Now the word brothers is alde fe os, 
It means the term family both prac-
tically and figuratively and in the 
terms of Christianity it means both, 
because we are both, spiritual and 
blood brother, as our unity is based 
on no other fact than we were all 
saved by the same blood of the 

Lamb, have the same heavenly Fa-
ther and are all called His sons and 
heirs. So we are discussing here our 
outworking to each other within the 
Church and the purpose of this out-
working of the Love of God, towards 
each other in fellowship, is so that 
those who will hate us for it, outside 
of the Church might actually see the 
Lord’s love and desire it. That’s not re-
ally that complicated

The remaining part of the chapter 
highlights how we might then out-
work our love for one another as a 
fellowship and what the rewards of 
this are. This is the diffcult part I think  
because often we are challenged by 
one another, the people you meet 
at church are not the people you 
would choose to be there, they are 
the people God chose to be there, 
so we really ought to shut up and get 
on with it. IF we can’t then we are 
in trouble because what John does 
now is summarise to us three ways in 
which we internally think about each 
other.

We know that we have passed from 
death to life, because we love the 
brothers. He who does not love his 
brother abides in death. Everyone 
hating his brother is a murderer. And 
you know that no murderer has ev-
erlasting life abiding in him. 1 John 
3:14-15

John shows you either, hate that 
person (this is bad and if you hate 
someone it’s as murder). a Christian 
has no place hating any of their 
brothers, no matter what they have 
done. Why, because Christ loved us 
and we needed Him to be crucified. 
If you don’t hate them, then you’re 
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probably just neutral towards them. 
However John teaches us here that’s 
not good enough either.

It’s the third state which we must exist 
in as church to one another because 
this is the significance of our salva-
tion, this is how we will show others 
we have moved from death to life 
we must love the unlovable. When 
in church next look to your left, then 
look to your right, then look all around 
you. That’s right they are the people 
you’ve got to love.  Yet the word for 
love that is used is agapeo, it means a 
sacrificial love, where someone pre-
ferred another. Its use in this term in 
scripture is written agapeo to mean 
a love that is given sacrificially to oth-
ers but from God. So the Love we 
must have is sacrificial, but let’s not 
worry, because it is the Lord who sup-
plies the Love to us in the first place, 
so we must love one another with the 
same love that Christ gave to us. The 
way we outwork this is given to us in 
the next verses, 

By this we have known the love of 
God, because He laid down His life 
for us. And we ought to lay down our 
lives for the brothers. But whoever 
has this world’s goods and sees his 
brother having need, and shuts up his 
bowels from him, how does the love 
of God dwell in him? My children, let 
us not love in word or in tongue, but 
in deed and in truth.  1 John 3:16-18

We are now given two ways to out-
work it, one a pretty big sacrifice, the 
other a fairly small one. Are we will-
ing to give our lives for one another? 
Now that’s a pretty big sacrifice and 
at the time John wrote this, such a 
thing was becoming more common. 

Yet He knew to make a statement 
like this was simple because it wasn’t 
to be outworked every single day. 
Instead it was a promise that would 
or could be outworked in the future 
and in the mean time they could be 
saying “good morning, how are you” 
when they mean “ I hate your rotten 
stinking guts”, there was only one way 
it could be tested and the Church 
wouldn’t last long if we all had to die 
for one another just to prove the love 
of God was in us.

So the second is more practical and 
yet much harder. If we see a brother in 
need and can meet the need, then 
we should. Now let me be clear, if the 
words that just formed in your mind 
are yeah they should give me ……, 
then you don’t understand. Com-
munism says all you have is mine. The 
communalism of Christianity says, 
all that I have is yours. You can’t tell 
me what I should give you, but you 
can tell me what you’re going to 
give me. In essence the significance 
is we aren’t being self-centred, or 
selfish.  Now people will get to know 
about that.  Not that’s that church 
that gives you stuff for free, but that’s 
that church where I get to help other 
people out.  Because ultimately the 
only person you can hope responds 
to this message is you.

What John finishes with is to tell us 
that this is how we can know if we 
are saved.  Simply by the way we 
treat each other in Church and not 
by waiting for that fuzzy washing ma-
chine feeing. And he even warns us 
that even if your heart is condemn-
ing you even now, saying you didn’t 
do this, well the heart deceives and 
Christ is greater than the heart. 
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The remaining verses teach if we 
were to act in this non-selfish way, our 
prayer life will be revolutionised, our 
spiritual lives would be revolutionised 
and our hearts would be changed, 
because we come to God with the 
right attitude, that is simply, others 
first. 

Now if you’re thinking that’s too hard, 
I can’t do that, or I don’t want to do 
that then let’s finish with the last two 
verses

And this is His commandment that 
we should believe on the name of 
His Son Jesus Christ, and love one an-
other, as He gave us commandment. 
And he who keeps His command-
ment dwells in Him, and He in him. 
And by this we know that He abides 
in us, by the Spirit which He gave to 
us. 1 John 3:23-24

I’m afraid to say it’s not optional, but 
at the same time it’s not that it’s a 
requirement, rather that it’s the out-
working of your salvation, a tree must 
be fruitful, otherwise it’s only useful 
for burning. Don’t say you can’t or 
won’t, instead make sure you do.
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My how wonderful it is to be at worship practice these days….I feel 
sorry for you all missing out.  We are certainly bonding; praying and 
sharing openly with one another….fellowship as it should be. It real-
ly has been a tremendous blessing.  Here are some of the thoughts 
shared this past month. 

By Mark Haydock

Acts 4 v13, 
When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that 
they were unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and 
they took note that these men had been with Jesus

Exodus 34 v 29
When Moses came down from Mount Sinai with the two tablets of 
the covenant law in his hands, he was not aware that his face was 
radiant because he had spoken with the LORD. We read in both 
these cases that there is a definite change when we encounter 
God. They could tell that Peter and John had been with Jesus be-
cause they were unschooled, ordinary men and that Moses had 
to cover his face as it was radiant because he had an encounter 
with God on Mount Sinai after he had received the Ten command-
ments.

Every time we pray or praise and worship God we can have an 
encounter with him if we want to.  That is the question, is it what we 
really want?  Is it our desire to meet with God and let Him envelop 
our lives or may be just the little bit of our lives that we want him to 
have.  It’s a challenge to all of us to let God have all of our lives.  It’s 
letting go of our will and doing God’s will even if sometimes God 
says no. In both these encounters there was a definite change.  
People knew that they had met with God.  Can the same be said 
of us? We can all have the experience of basking in God’s pres-
ence as we worship him.  There is nothing better; it can be a life-
changing event.  Our lives should be a testimony of God in every 
aspect of it and the fruit of that is that people will perceive that we 
have been with Jesus.

It will show in our lives, in our attitudes, that we have had an en-
counter with Jesus.  It’s a powerful thing.  The children of Israel 
knew that Moses had encountered God because God’s power 
has changed him. He shone because of God’s presence.  All the 
way through the Bible we read of ordinary people who become 
extra-ordinary people because they encountered God. Peter and 
John were just ordinary fishermen from Galilee. Paul on the road to 
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Musician
Have you got a talent hidden under a bushel?  Can you play a musical in-
strument?  Are you ready and willing to use that talent for the Glory of God 
and the extension of His kingdom? 
There are 2 positions available and no reason whatsoever that one person 
could not serve both.
Position 1. 
Venue: Grace Pentecostal Church. (Minor Hall)
Date and time: Every Friday 1-2 pm
Job description: To serve the Living God and provide a musical accompa-
niment for our weekly 
Oasis 55+Meeting.
Position 2.
Venue: Grace Pentecostal Church. Minor Hall
Date and time. Quarterly. To be announced.
Job description: To serve the Lord, who is not willing that any should perish 
and provide musical accompaniment to our 
“Food for thought” outreach Specials.

If you are willing to fill either or both these positions, or for further informa-
tion, please contact 
Carol Duxbury 07400523995 or Pastor Jamie Boulton 01254 54541

The Lord bless your prayerful consideration. 

Library of Grace: Assistant Librarian

Activity leader –Lynne Haydock 
type of activity – Keep 

Aim – to provide a facility where Christian resources can be accessed and 
borrowed for personal and group encouragement and study 
When it Takes Place – Tuesday 2 - 8pm (or for some period of time within 
these hours) 

Helpers need to do one or all of the following:- 
* Help visitors access resources on the internet, locate books via the cata-
logue  
* Help visitors with the use of the printer/photocopier as appropriate 
* To serve and/or make refreshments for visitors 
* To encourage and stimulate discussion of Christian topics 
Special requirements – none needed but familiarity with computers would 
be useful and baking experience welcomed
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Grace Kids
Activity Leader: Christine Morris
Type of Activity: Reach

Aim:  to provide a sanctuary or city of refuge for children where they may 
come and find the only true refuge Jesus Christ as their Lord and Saviour, 
through activities that teach Jesus and by building relationships so they 
can see Jesus in you.

When it takes place: Friday 5pm-730pm
Where it takes place: Grace Pentecostal Church Blackburn
Helpers needed to do:- one of or all of the following
•	 Help	children	to	participate	by	befriending	and	sharing
•	 to	help	with	story	telling
•	 To	be	available	to	help	with	presentations	(need	to	be	free	Sunday	
afternoon/evenings for rehearsals)
•	 help	to	tidy	and	clean	and	put	away

Special requirements: will need to undergo a DBS check

Toddleabout
Activity Leader: Sharon Moorehouse

Type of Activity: Reach

Aim: To give parents/carers and children the sound saving knowledge of 
Jesus Christ whilst providing a safe and secure environment for this to hap-
pen. To provide age-appropriate toys and activities and equipment to 
help develop and enhance the child’s developments. To support and ad-
vise parents as and when needed. To introduce children to the Lord Jesus 
Christ through example, prayers, stories and activities

When it takes place: every Thursday 9 am to 3pm (term time only)
Where it takes place: Minor hall, Grace Pentecostal Church Blackburn
Helpers needed to do:- one of or all of the following
•	 helpers	are	required	to	come	and	sit	with	parents	and	carers	to	share	
the gospel with, 
•	 to	help	with	setting	up	and	putting	away,	
•	 to	do	a	story	time	presentation	with	an	audible	gospel	message

Special requirements: will need to undergo a DBS check
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Sunday School
Activity Leader: Sunday school

Type of Activity: Teach

Aim:  to help the children discover the very nature of God for themselves 
through the bible and to not look at it as a type of babysitting

When it takes place: Sunday 1030-1230

Where it takes place: Class room, Grace Pentecostal Church Blackburn

Helpers needed to do:- one of or all of the following
•	 take	a	Sunday	school	class	on	your	own	on	a	rota	basis	depending	
on how many Sunday school teachers, this will require you to need to do 
prior preparation and study so the children are adequately prepared for. 
Special requirements: will need to undergo a DBS check

Grace Youth
Activity Leader: Daniel Talbot, Melanie Boulton

Type of Activity: Reach

Aim:  to share the message of Salvation in Jesus Christ through interaction 
and programmes which are relevant to Young people. 

When it takes place: Friday 7pm – 9pm

Where it takes place: Grace Pentecostal Church Blackburn

Helpers needed to do:- one of or all of the following
•	 Help	young	people	to	participate	by	befriending	and	sharing
•	 to	help	with	activities
•	 To	be	available	to	help	with	presentations	(need	to	be	free	Sunday	
afternoon/evenings for preparation)
•	 help	to	tidy	and	clean	and	put	away

Special requirements: will need to undergo a DBS check
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Prayer Meeting/First light
Activity Leader: none (interim Jamie Boulton)

Type of Activity: Keep

Aim:  to continue to pray for various means within our church and without 
to build our own faith and to discover the truths of the Lord’s will in our 
church 

When it takes place: Tuesday 7am – 8 am or 7:30pm-8:30pm
Where it takes place: Grace Pentecostal Church Blackburn

Helpers needed to do:- one of or all of the following
•	 to	come	to	pray	for	the	missionary	activities	around	the	globe
•	 to	come	and	pray	for	the	church	planting	work	at	Great	Harwood
•	 to	come	and	pray	for	the	sick	of	our	Church
•	 To	come	and	pray	for	Evangelism	and	the	wining	of	souls
•	 to	come	and	pray	generally	that	the	Lord	would	move	in	His	mighty	
power

Special requirements: none

Prayer For Israel
Activity Leader: none (interim Jamie Boulton)

Type of Activity: Keep

Aim:  to continue to pray for the work of God amongst the Jews, for the 
peace of Jerusalem, and for Israel.  

When it takes place: first Wednesday of Every Month 1pm – 2pm

Where it takes place: Classroom, Grace Pentecostal Church Blackburn

Helpers needed to do :- one of or all of the following
•	 to	have	a	passion	for	the	people	of	Israel	to	come	to	know	Jesus	as	
Saviour

Special requirements: none

49



36

Worship Group
Activity Leader: Christine Morris

Type of Activity: Serve

Aim:  to provide the opportunity to worship the Lord via music in any event, 
activity or meeting  

When it takes place: could be any time (worship practice currently Thurs-
day 7:30pm-10pm

Where it takes place: Main hall, Grace Pentecostal Church Blackburn
Helpers needed to do :- one of or all of the following
•	 to	play	a	musical	instrument	or	sing
•	 to	work	the	overhead	projector
•	 to	man	the	sound	desk

Special requirements: none

Stewards

Activity Leader: none (interim Jamie Boulton)

Type of Activity: Serve

Aim:  to serve the church by helping all events, activities and meetings to 
run smoothly by providing practical assistance  

When it takes place: could be any time 

Where it takes place: Grace Pentecostal Church Blackburn

Helpers needed to do :- one of or all of the following
•	 to	greet	people	at	the	door
•	 to	help	distribute	communion
•	 to	help	set	the	communion	up
•	 to	be	a	point	of	contact	for	visitors
•	 to	pray	with	those	who	have	accepted	the	Lord	as	Saviour
•	 to	help	to	provide	security	whilst	others	are	distracted

Special requirements: none
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Missions Disbursements 

Activity Leader: none (interim Jamie Boulton)

Type of Activity: Keep

Aim:  To inspire the church into service and to manage our involvement in 
the spread of the gospel of Jesus Christ throughout the World through sup-
porting the various missionaries financially, liaising with them and informing 
the church of their work, and by inviting them to come and speak to the 
congregation

When it takes place: could be any time 
Where it takes place: Grace Pentecostal Church Blackburn

Helpers needed to do :- one of or all of the following
•	 to	provide	support	to	the	mission’s	secretary	on	deciding	who	will	be	
supported or not
•	 To	keep	accurate	accounting	records	to	be	delivered	to	the	finance	
teams

Special requirements: must be a member

Church Planting

Activity Leader: none (interim Jamie Boulton)
Type of Activity: Reach

Aim:  To create a viable and self-sustaining church which shares our vision 
and goals and joins with us in close union, all over the world

When it takes place: could be any time 
Where it takes place: Grace Pentecostal Church Blackburn

Helpers needed to do :- one of or all of the following
•	 to	help	with	evangelism	strategy	for	the	town	of	Great	Harwood
•	 to	create	and	edit	a	quarterly	newsletter	to	be	sent	to	all	those	inter-
ested in the works at Great Harwood
•	 Labourers	to	help	with	the	clearing	out	and	rebuilding

Special requirements: none
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New Building projects/gardening/ 
Maintenance/Cleaning/Caretaking
Activity Leader: none (interim Jamie Boulton)

Type of Activity: Serve

Aim:  Keep the building in a safe and habitable condition for the use of all 
other departments. 
 
When it takes place: could be any time 

Where it takes place: Grace Pentecostal Church Blackburn

Helpers needed to do :- one of or all of the following
•	 Cleaners	to	clean	the	building	regularly
•	 To	help	mow	the	lawn	regularly	and	manage	the	plant
•	 to	complete	the	various	maintenance	jobs	listed	on	the	board	under	
new project, Gardening, and Maintenance
•	 to	help	with	regular	setting	up	for	the	various	meetings	and	their	re-
quirements

Special requirements: none

Hub Leader

We are looking for individuals who would be willing to open up their home 
one night a week to run a Hub group.  The role will involve coordinating a 
meeting (although not necessarily doing every part) where a group of 5 to 
7 attendees of the church may attend to fellowship, study, pray and wor-
ship together. Currently the details are being worked out and we are look-
ing for individuals who may be interested in knowing a little more about the 
role. An enquiry doesn’t mean you have agreed to do it. 

If you are interested or would like to know more, then please contact Jamie 
on 01254 54541, or email pastorgracechurchblackburn@hotmail.co.uk, 
and title the email Hub leader
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Cleaners
We are looking for individuals who feel they could just give a part of their 
time a week to regularly clean a part of the building. Anyone wishing to 
take on this role must feel a calling from the Lord to do it and have a pas-
sion for the building to look its best for the work of the Lord. Cleaners will 
be responsible to the Cleaning coordinator and must agree to follow their 
instructions as activity leader. 

If you are interested or would like to know more, then please contact Jamie 
on 01254 54541, or email pastorgracechurchblackburn@hotmail.co.uk, 
and title the email Cleaner

Cleaning Coordinator
We are looking for an individual who would like to become an activity 
leader, coordinating the Church’s cleaning. This does not mean you are 
doing all of the cleaning, but rather coordinating the cleaning that is done, 
as well as having the responsibility for the cleaning budget. The Individual 
should feel called to the role by the Lord, with a passion in their hearts that 
the building should be a clean, warm and safe environment for church 
activities to take place in. The cleaning coordinator will be part of our 
building management department and will be overseen by the Building 
management department Deacon. This is a serve activity 

This is what the role begins like but were looking for someone who can 
make it so much more than it is as described here

Activity leaders are required to agree to conform to 10 standards, the two 
which are prerequisites of applying are that you have been in attendance 
at Grace Church Blackburn for at least 3 months and you are a member. 
If you are interested or would like to know more, then please contact Jamie 
on 01254 54541, or email pastorgracechurchblackburn@hotmail.co.uk, 
and title the email Cleaning coordinator
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Stewards
We are looking for individuals who would like to help out with one or more 
of the various stewardship jobs that are needed to make the church servic-
es possible. The various stewardship jobs are:- Setting up the Communion, 
Handing out the communion, tidying away the Communion set, Greeting 
people at the door, helping people to find a seat, encouraging new peo-
ple by helping them to find a seat and introducing them to the people sat 
around them, handing out of literature, and helping with practical issues 
during the services. Some of these jobs are already done by some people, 
but we are always looking for new people to help on a rotating basis. Any-
one wishing to take on one of these tasks must feel a sense of calling from 
the Lord and a passion to serve one another.  Stewards will be responsible 
to the Stewards Coordinator and must follow their instructions as activity 
leader.
If you are interested or would like to know more, then please contact Jamie 
on 01254 54541, or email pastorgracechurchblackburn@hotmail.co.uk, 

Stewards Coordinator
We are looking for an individual who would like to become an activity 
leader, coordinating the church’s stewards. The stewards of the church are 
those individuals who pass around the communion and help to set it up/
put it away; stand and greet people at the door passing out the relevant 
literature; and help new people to find a seat, introduce them to the peo-
ple around them and make them feel welcome. The coordinators role is 
to make sure all of these tasks are running as they should, training and en-
couraging the stewards in their roles, planning rotas and delivering them.  
The individual should feel called to the role by the Lord and have a passion 
to make people feel welcome and challenged. The steward’s coordina-
tor will be part of the ministry team’s department and be overseen by the 
ministry team’s deacon. This is a serve activity.

Activity leaders are required to agree to conform to 10 standards, the two 
which are prerequisites of applying are that you have been in attendance 
at Grace Church Blackburn for at least 3 months and you are a member. 
If you are interested or would like to know more, then please contact Jamie 
on 01254 54541, or email pastorgracechurchblackburn@hotmail.co.uk, 
and title the email steward’s coordinator
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Deacons
We are looking to fill a number of various deacons roles within the church. Dea-
cons here at Grace have the job of overseeing our departments in the day to 
day running of the church. The role of Deacon is threefold. 

1. The Deacon meets with the activity leaders to encourage them in the work 
they are doing, obtain a report or request for finance and assistance, check the 
activity is still running as the activity leader said they wanted it to.  They do this 
for each activity leader in their department, balancing and encouraging their 
needs with one another. 

2. Meet quarterly as part of the church council to bring a report on the pro-
gress of the activities in the last quarter and inform of the plans for the new quar-
ter. They bring any request for finance or assistance and represent the depart-
ment in all decisions made. 

3. They help nurture brand new activities in their department into being, so 
that they can run effectively. 

Each one of our departments looks to serve the work of the kingdom in three 
particular ways. Our Spiritual departments are concerned with reaching, teach-
ing and keeping people for the Lord; our Service departments look to make the 
work of the church legal, safe and possible; and our Inspirational departments 
look to inspire the church into service. 

The Deacon role requires a great deal of commitment, has a great deal of re-
sponsibility and is completed by those who have a heart to serve others rather 
than lead. Those wishing to take on this role must know that they are called by 
the Lord to do it. 

As the role may need a better explanation, please feel free to enquire for more 
information

Deacons are required to agree to conform to 10 standards, the two which are 
prerequisites of applying are that you have been in attendance at Grace Church 
Blackburn for at least 3 months and you are a member. 

Deacons, as representatives of a department must be elected by the church. If 
you would like to apply, please be aware that a vote will taken on completion 
of your application process. This is not a popularity contest, but one based on 
suitability. 

If you are interested or would like to know more, then please contact Jamie on 
01254 54541, or email pastorgracechurchblackburn@hotmail.co.uk, and title the 
email Deacon.
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