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Welcome to this issue of “Inspiration” our 
monthly church magazine, designed to 
keep you informed of all that’s going on 
here at Grace.

In July and August for some of us, the end 
of the school year comes to have some 
kind of impact. Even if that impact is that 
it affects your church life, because the 
school year impacts us. 

With the current laws on taking children 
out of school during term time, the most 
notable change we see is that many people go on holiday at the 
same time. This reminds me of the old factory holidays that used 
to govern a town. I don’t know what they were called in Blackburn 
but in Stoke, where I am from, we called them Potters Fortnight. 
Two weeks in June, where not just the pottery workers were be off 
but also the coal miners, steel workers and all other subsidiaries. 
So of course, the schools naturally shut too because nobody was 
around. 

Meeting with fellow Ministers recently, many of them talked about 
August being a month off for them. They closed their meetings, be-
cause why would they keep them on for the handful of people still 
around, when the majority were gone. This seems to be the con-
ventional wisdom of the time and many churches close for this pe-
riod. In fact, I remember working as a youth pastor for a Methodist 
church in Bury, whose congregation was almost, but not entirely, 
made up of school teachers and workers. Come any of the school 
holidays, not just summer, the church would halve in size. The minis-
ter was forced to stop doing two services on a Sunday, as he would 
normally and return to just one during those periods.

However, no such thought crosses my mind, or the mind of many 
of our workers this summer, or any summer. Of course, we can’t 
continue to run a Toddleabout during this time because of parents 
having other older children, too old for the toddler group but too 
young to be left alone. And of course our kids club only runs during 
school term, yet we have regular events, including the long estab-
lished holiday club which we run every summer. 

Our youth group continues with our teens, the over 55 meetings 
carry on with Oasis, our men’s meeting still has its breakfast and all 
of our Bible studies and prayer meetings continue. 
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Why if people are away? If the ma-
jority won’t be there, why waste the 
effort and time in preparation for but 
a few? 

Those few matter. You matter. As an 
individual, if you have accepted 
Christ as your Saviour, you are a part 
of the whole and no matter how big 
the whole is, it matters. Everyone who 
leaves us for a week or two in the sun, 
are no less a part of us. Even though 
they may be many miles away, they 
need and value our prayers, be-
cause they matter too. The calling 
of the church does not take a month 
off. Those who are born again Chris-
tians, are born again Christians in Au-
gust and July as much as they are at 
any other time. 

This leads us on to asking some very 
fundamental questions, as to what 
the church should be and who we 
are as a part of it. For those who 
see it as a hobby, then a couple of 
weeks away from your hobby isn’t 
really seen as a big deal. That isn’t 
what the Bible teaches us the church 
should be to us, because the church 
isn’t an entity that is separate to you. 
It is an entity which you are a part 
of and is a part of you. It is a collec-
tion of individuals, all very different, 
saved by the grace of God, through 
His mercy, as Christ paid the price for 
our sins. This collection of individuals 
are here to sustain one another and 
to fulfil the calling and direction giv-
en by the head of the Church, who 
is Christ, and Christ gives His direction 
by the word of God and the inspira-
tion of the Holy Spirit, in line with what 
the word of God says. Therefore, we 
are challenged to live our lives in 
connection with the calling of the 

church and our calling in it. Meaning 
that this is a 365 day a year opera-
tion, and although we may rest, our 
rest is in the Lord. A few days away 
or even a month off from church, will 
not give you the rest you’re hoping 
for. If anything, it will cause you more 
issues to which you will need to rest in 
the Lord when you return. 

Am I saying that we should ever go 
on holiday? Well, what I am saying is, 
a holiday won’t give you a rest. 

Our front cover this month quotes 
from Ephesians 3:17, telling us that 
only when Christ dwells in our hearts, 
a statement we must acknowledge 
only by faith and without any physi-
cal proof, then and only then will we 
have the roots to stand firm. It is not a 
recharge of your batteries which will 
help you to stand firm, it isn’t being 
locked away with your family, nor is it 
enjoying the moment, which in truth 
is just a distraction from the truth of 
your situation. It is being rooted and 
grounded in the love of God for you. 
Peace can only come from God 
and this peace, ‘Shalom’, is a peace 
which surpasses all understanding 
and is in spite of your physical cir-
cumstances. That peace is found in 
the truth that regardless, your sins are 
forgiven, and Christ is with you always 
and until the end of the age.

The next few verses tell us the pur-
pose of being rooted:

‘…may be able to comprehend with 
all saints what is the breadth and 
length and depth and height, and to 
know the love of Christ which passes 
knowledge, that you might be filled 
with all the fullness of God.’  Ephe-



sians 3:18-19

It is a rest that you need, but the rest 
is to be submerged in the knowledge 
of Christ and the assurance of Him. 
Throughout the book of Acts, we see 
the disciples Peter and Paul, sub-
merged in this hope, which caused 
them to endure terrible hardships and 
consequences in their life. Especially 
as those challenges were conse-
quences of their faith and message 
of Christ, to gain and sustain such 
knowledge. Then Paul’s prayer from 
Ephesians 3 tells us it is something we 
need one another to find. 

What am I saying with all this ram-
bling? Well, I am saying you don’t 
need a rest or break from church to 
be rested. You need a rest in church 
to be rested and ready for a world to 
come.  We need to continue to work 
on ourselves that we may become a 
safe haven and a rest for the saints of 
God, such as yourself, you also need 
to acknowledge, possibly for the first 
time that the church you need is the 
church you attend in order to survive. 

That’s very hard for some people to 
acknowledge, especially when they 
may be independent people, strong 
willed, not needing or even liking the 
idea of depending on other people. 
Tough luck, because no man or wom-
an is meant to be an island and they 
aren’t supposed to be a Christian 
on their own. We need one another. 
We need to pray for one another. 
We need to teach one another. We 
need to encourage one another. We 
need to challenge one another. We 
need desperately to love others, as 
they love us, which is the absolute ex-
pression of God’s love through us. 

So we will not break for August, we 
will continue the good fight here, 
even if it’s just for one, because some 
of you have had a long holiday, and 
you need a break and a rest from it 
all. 

As always I pray for a blessing on 
those who seek the face of the Lord. 

I would once again like to thank all 
of the contributors to this month’s is-
sue and a special thanks to Vicky for 
her time and effort putting it togeth-
er. Let me encourage you if you do 
have a poem, a testimony or a short 
message you would like to share then 
you can come and see me or email 
it to pastorgracechurchblackburn@
hotmail.co.uk

5



The Girdle Busting Weekend was a great end to an academic year 
at Grace Youth. For those of you that don’t know – the Girdle Bust-
ing Weekend is an annual youth trip. On the Friday evening we 
have a Gospel centred program, followed by a sleep over at the 
Church – and ending with a day at Alton Towers on the Saturday. 

However there has been something different about this year…  The 
Girdle Busting Weekend has been workshop based, meaning that 
the evening was split into different activities. The most important 
one being the faith workshop. Faith can be split into two parts. The 
intellectual element and the trust element.

Many of us have the intellectual element of faith. A good common 
example is that of a chair.  What is the function of a chair? – It is to 
be sat on. This is the intellectual element; the recognition that the 
chair is a chair and agreeing it is designed to be sat on. Many of 
us have this faith and we agree that faith is coming to rest on. To 
have faith in God.

However trust is actually sitting on the chair. Putting our faith into 
action.

Quite a few of you recognise what the Bible says about Jesus and 
intellectually agree with it, but knowing facts to be true is not what 
the Bible means by faith. The biblical definition of faith not only re-
quires you to know it as true - but to trust it and lean upon it as truth.

The biblical definition of faith is: 

Hebrews 11:1 “Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the 
conviction of things not seen.” 

Simply put, it’s trusting in something you cannot prove. We did this 
a few weeks ago.  However, we need to trust it and lean upon it.  I 
asked the youth ‘What do I mean by that?’ One example I gave 
is that when you have faith, at some point you are going to be 
laughed or simply looked at, not by someone you might consider 
an enemy – but a friend. 

I was heading to church to print off some letters for this Girdle Bust-
ing Weekend. A friend asked, ‘Where is the priest?’ I said, ‘We 
don’t have a priest, we have a Pastor.’ WITHOUT hesitation they 
said, ‘and mayo?’ Which then lead into a conversation about how 

written by daniel talbot
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Pastors are like shepherds that lead 
the flock. I am waiting for them to 
start making sheep sounds, and ask-
ing me if I am a sheep.

I know that is light teasing, and I am 
sure some of you have worse exam-
ples and have been though worse.  
However, something deep down hurts 
when they do that. I learn to cope, 
but something still hurts enough, so 
that if I only had one half of the faith 
element I wouldn’t talk about church 
at all, to prevent the hurt. 

However, you need both parts of 
faith. The trust in what the Bible says 
to keep going. Why would I continue 
if I didn’t trust the Bible when it says, 
‘ For God so loved the world that 
He gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in Him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life.’? 
There are many more. 

We also discussed with the youth 
how later on you will come across 

scripture, that doesn’t seem to make 
sense the first time round. ‘Faith as 
small as mustard seed can move 
mountains’, was the example I gave. 
So we know it to be true, and we trust 
it…. but do we really? Well, with both 
parts of faith we know it’s true and 
armed with that we can look at the 
context. 

Simply put, moving mountains is an 
impossible task… so with under-
standing it translates: ‘faith as small 
as a mustard seed can do the impos-
sible’, having faith in God that is and 
faith to do what He has called us to 
do. There are so many more, much 
weirder questions and statements 
that just get you confused and think-
ing ‘hang on… what??’ Which is why 
you need both elements in order to 
approach the Bible, with faith and 
having the faith to continue.

Another really good example from 
the Bible is in Daniel 3. When King 
Nebuchadnezzar made an image 
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scripture, that doesn’t seem to make 
sense the first time round. ‘Faith as 
small as mustard seed can move 
mountains’, was the example I gave. 
So we know it to be true, and we trust 
it…. but do we really? Well, with both 
parts of faith we know it’s true and 
armed with that we can look at the 
context. 

Simply put, moving mountains is an 
impossible task… so with under-
standing it translates: ‘faith as small 
as a mustard seed can do the impos-
sible’, having faith in God that is and 
faith to do what He has called us to 
do. There are so many more, much 
weirder questions and statements 
that just get you confused and think-
ing ‘hang on… what??’ Which is why 
you need both elements in order to 
approach the Bible, with faith and 
having the faith to continue.

Another really good example from 
the Bible is in Daniel 3. When King 
Nebuchadnezzar made an image 
of gold and demanded that all na-
tions and peoples of every language 
worship the image that the king has 
set up. However Shadrach, Meshach 
and Abednego refused and re-
sponded; ‘the God we serve is able 
to deliver us from it… even if he does 
not, we want you to know, your maj-
esty, that we will not serve your gods 
or worship the image you have set 
up’ and where thrown into a blazing 
fire that was 7 times hotter than usual! 
Even the men casting them into the 
fire got burnt up! Yet God did save 
them.

These men had to have a complete 
faith in God, without it they would 
have bowed the knee. Though none 

of us will most likely ever get thrown 
into a hot furnace and in fact there 
is a good chance none of our lives 
will ever be threatened, unless we 
head out to other countries.  We 
won’t stand when we get bullied or 
even teased for our faith unless we 
not only accept the facts as true, but 
lean upon them.

I finished with challenging them to 
have faith In Jesus and the cross, en-
couraged them to accept salvation 
and reminded them that though the 
Christian life is diffculy, they are eter-
nally secure. Even dying in the worst 
possible way, no one else can sepa-
rate you from God. 

That was a large snippet of the faith 
workshop and it is how the evening 
came to a close before free time, 
ice cream, pancakes and some 
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games. At Grace Youth I am very 
pleased with them all and it’s great 
to see them all as they grow – indi-
vidually and together. The free time 
had a focus on being together and 
though this is a fantastic crowd many 
of them don’t see each other during 
the week so what a great time to in-
troduce things that they can do as a 
group.

It’s a miracle most slept well before 
Alton Towers the next day, especially 
when considering getting to sleep in 
previous years. We split into two main 
groups at Alton Towers and had a 
fantastic time. With unlimited fizzy 
pop and rollercoasters, what can go 
wrong? If you see some of the Youth 
at Church feel free to ask them how 
it went, and I am sure they’ll have 
some good things to tell you.

Now that summer is here Grace Youth 
won’t be running until sometime in 
September. I say this as me and on 
behalf of Mel, that this year truly has 
been a brilliant year and I am a lit-
tle sad to see it go. Yet at the same 
time over the summer period it is a 
chance for us as leaders to evaluate 
our own mistakes, look at what went 
well and continue with Grace Youth 
in September 2016. We will be start-
ing with a new program and fresh 
new ideas of how to show the young 
people the Gospel  and how we can 
support them with this. We gathered 
some feedback at the last Grace 
Youth at our closing party and plan 
to introduce more into next year. 

Over the summer though Grace 
Youth has come to an annual close – 
it doesn’t mean that ideas aren’t be-
ing thought of and it doesn’t mean 

that nothing is going on in August 
church wide, in fact it’s quite the op-
posite. 

During most of summer Grace Teens 
that used to start at 9pm and last 
until about 10, now is an hour earlier 
and all those in year 9, or rather finish-
ing year 8 and above are welcome 
to join us. Grace Teens is a fantastic 
opportunity to get involved in a dis-
cussion, ask any questions and learn 
something new or perhaps from a 
new and interesting perspective. 

So Grace Teens will be on for the 
young people. That doesn’t mean 
Grace Kids isn’t busy, as plenty of 
you will know it’s coming up time for 
the annual Holiday Club in August. 
Lots of help is needed before hand, 
creating props, hanging up props 
or providing food. There is a signup 
sheet for ‘G-Kids’ the super hero sum-
mer kids club in the minor hall if you 
would like to help.

Please pray for church and the young 
people though the summer period. 
Summer is a great time for them to 
relax from school, have some fun 
and perhaps think about every fan-
tastic thing that has gone on this 
year. However, let’s come together 
and not only pray for their safety but 
that God continues His will in both 
the young peoples and our lives. 
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Thanks again, everyone for all your continued support for Missions 
in 2016.  Please pray for and support  our mission meetings during  
2016.   

I hope you enjoyed the Sunday evening visit of Sasha and Sara 
(AOG Serbia) on Sunday July 1Oth at 6pm.  It is always great to 
see them again and they always give us a challenge.  This time 
the challenge was to find your own ministry and get going in it. 
Please don’t be just a passive observer there is far too much to do, 
be active and ready and seek to serve the Lord, redeeming the 
passing time. The work in Serbia is progressing well but they have 
many more obstacles to face than we have in the UK, including 
opposition from the established Serbian church. So pray for them 
and if you want any information to simulate your prayers, then just 
ask me.  I will be sending them a gift later this month, as they are 
one of our supported groups. Regular and sustained support is vi-
tal for missionary workers. We are also co-partners with the work 
in Serbia year on year. This is true of course for our other regularly 
supported groups. We remember each group in our monthly mis-
sionary prayer focus, which by the time you receive this magazine, 
will be held on Tuesday 6th September at 7:30pm. 

Our next planned visit will be from Ian and Sarah Hodgeson and 
their girls on Sunday 7th August at 10.30am. They are on their first 
furlong from Cambodia. You will remember their visit to us two years 
ago on 1st June 2014, when they were preparing to leave the UK. It 
will be interesting and a challenge to hear how they are progress-
ing with language development in the diffculy Khmer dialect and  
how God has provided for all their many outgoings and needs. They 
have fond and warm memories of us from the last visit, so I know  
you will make them equally welcome this time.  I receive regular 
mailings from them and always include them in the half year giv-
ing, so the church has already supported their work and prayer-
fully sown into Cambodia ministries via the missions prayer meeting 
and your personal prayers. If you are interested in a pre-visit info 
update, again please do not hesitate to ask.

The third date in the diary will be Martin Dudgeon’s visit on Sunday 
30th October at 6pm, with an insight into a specific Asian missions 
perspective. Please pray for all the visits in this new church ‘Year of 
Hiring’, up to July 2017.  We have the potential for five more visits as 
well as these and as we pray, I believe we shall have some positive 
contacts this autumn as the Lord is faithful in His timing, purpose 

written by david lambert
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and provision.  We are selective 
about who we now invite to the 
church to some extent, which is all 
part of how the church is presently 
going forward. 

I am always amazed by the reach, 
scope and depth of Christian mis-
sions in fact there are many retired 
professionals working in worldwide 
mission contexts.  I recently became 
aware of a couple working for half 
the year in Nepal, retired and yet us-
ing their professional skills to carry on 
serving God, when they could easily 
be relaxing and enjoying their pen-
sions. This kind of service is replicated 
across the world in many different 
missionary contexts.   God still has 
a use for us even when we regard 
ourselves as “retired”. In fact, there 
is no retirement for a Christian, just 
a home call or the rapture. We are 
always challenged to serve and be 
of use for the kingdom’s sake while 
the time is ripe, this means giving 
over our life as a sacrifice unto the 
Lord.  Please pray for all our fellow 
Christians in those countries that are 
under the yoke of Islamic State. Pray 
for those who harbour anger, malice 
and misunderstanding in their heart 
that they will see the light of Jesus in 
their dreams and come to a realisa-
tion of their need to accept the Lord 
and be saved.     

If you would like to join our missions 
covenant scheme for £24 a year or 
£2 a month, then please ask me or 
collect one of the forms on the mis-
sions table. You can start any month, 
although it is good to start at the 
beginning of the new programme. I 
have also continued writing letters of 
encouragement to every AOG mis-

sionary.  AOG currently have 71 in-
dividuals on the field most of whom 
are in couples.   If you want to join 
in you only need to write a short let-
ter of encouragement, or at the very 
least pray for a minute, and I will post 
to the missionary along with mine. It 
shouldn’t take more than ten minutes 
you will be blessed by doing it. We 
will be starting a new season of letter 
writing again in September.  Howev-
er, this month like July, I want to en-
courage you to look again through 
the past church magazines from 
September 2015 and identify one 
of those addresses mentioned as a 
possible contact you could write to.  
Pass the letter on to me by 4th Sep-
tember, after which we will continue 
with the programme. Through this 
process I am seeking also to form a 
contact with all our worldwide AOG 
missionaries and always include my 
mobile number to ring if they are in a 
position to visit us at Grace.    
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Psalm 150 says: Praise the LORD! Praise God in His sanctuary; Praise 
Him in His mighty firmament! Praise Him for His mighty acts;  Praise 
Him according to His excellent greatness! Praise Him with the sound 
of the trumpet; Praise Him with the lute and harp! Praise Him with the 
timbrel and dance; Praise Him with stringed instruments and flutes! 
Praise Him with loud cymbals; Praise Him with clashing cymbals! Let 
everything that has breath praise the LORD. Praise the LORD!

The Bible calls us to praise and worship lots of times, in fact 8875 
times it mentions the word praise or worship. So it’s very important 
to God that we are a people of praise and a people of worship.

So what is praise and worship? it’s showing gratitude for what God 
has done in our lives, what He is doing now and what He is going 
to do. It’s really what is in our hearts that comes out of our mouths.  
James 3:9-10: With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and 
with it we curse human beings, who have been made in God’s like-
ness. Out of the same mouth come praise and cursing. My brothers 
and sisters, this should not be’. Lets our mouths just be for praise, if 
we are going to be known by something let it be of our praise not 
because of our negativity. Let’s declare how much we love God.

So who can praise and worship God, we all can, no matter what 
part we play in the worship group, no one job is more important 
than another, we all have an equal role to play and it is a vital one.  
Whether we stand at the front or sit at the back it doesn’t matter, 
it’s a team thing as well as a personal thing. We can take an ex-
ample from a football team they don’t all stand at the front scoring 
goals.  All the players have an equal job to do, so no one is impor-
tant than anyone else – even the ones who never kick a football or 
walk on the pitch.

A while ago God dropped something in my heart – He said ‘I don’t 
want a worship team, I want a team of worshippers.’  There’s a 
huge difference between the two, we can go through the mo-
tions, even lift up our hands and close our eyes and it just be words. 
Isaiah 29:3 ‘These people come near to me with their mouth and 
honour me with their lips,   but their hearts are far from me.’ 

We can play the part and fool everyone but we are the only ones 
missing out.  So let’s take every opportunity to praise and worship 
our God, it’s something we can all do, we can meet with God right 
now and leave this place different than when we came.

written by mark haydock
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Recall What God Remembers

Am I as spontaneously kind to God as I used to be, or am I only ex-
pecting God to be kind to me?

Does everything in my life fill His heart with gladness, or do I con-
stantly complain because things don’t seem to be going my way? 
A person who has forgotten what God treasures will not be filled 
with joy. It is wonderful to remember that Jesus Christ has needs 
which we can meet - “Give Me a drink” (John 4:7). How much 
kindness have I shown Him in the past week? Has my life been a 
good reflection on His reputation?

God is saying to His people, “You are not in love with Me now, but 
I remembera time when you were.”  He says, “I remember... the 
love of your betrothal...” (Jeremiah 2:2).  Am I as filled to overflow-
ing with love for Jesus Christ as I was in the beginning, when I went 
out of my way to prove my devotion to Him? Does He everfind me 
pondering the time when I cared only for Him? Is that where I am 
now, or have I chosen man’s wisdom over true love for Him? Am I 
so in love with Him that I take no thought for where He might lead 
me? Or am I watching to see how much respect I get as I measure 
how much service I should give Him?

As I recall what God remembers about me, I may also begin to 
realise that He is not what He used to be to me.  When this hap-
pens, I should allow the shame and humiliation it creates in my life, 
because it will bring godly sorrow, and “godly sorrow produces re-
pentance...” (2 Corinthians 7:10).

Lord, how I long for you to bring me face to face with Yourself! My 
soul thirsts for You, for the touch of Your grace, the breathing of 
Your Spirit.

monthly devotional - oswald chambers

Go and cry in the hearing of Jerusalem, 
saying, ‘Thus says the Lord: “I remember 

you, the kindness of your youth, the love of 
your betrothal, when you went after Me in 

the wilderness, in a land not sown”
Jeremiah 2:2
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This has been our ‘Year of Sowing’ and today I want to give you 
what I believe to be our spiritual perspective on how it has gone.

This year has been a challenging one because it was the first where 
we really had to consider how our church would meet its obliga-
tions to our calling in the outside world. When we do that we come 
against opposition which is spiritual in nature, although it can take 
physical form. I believe that for many this is a year which has had 
trials, but I hope and believe of those of you who are here, it hasn’t 
become a year you would be glad to see the back of. 

Our sowing was slow at first and in our first term it seemed as though 
we may not get off the ground with it. However, we dutifully put to-
gether our two usual Christmas outreaches and in our first, Carols 
by Candlelight, the gospel message really did have an effect and 
we got a first fruits situation with Alan Jackson. 

Throughout the year, this corporate sowing attitude has grown 
and we saw a number of events and activities. They began to get 
stronger and more regular, up to these last three months where it 
has seemed a regular occurrence. 

If it ever felt unnatural to us that the gospel should go forward from 
our church, it’s not. It was good to see a number come to the work-
shop on sharing the gospel, and it is clear to me after the four tes-
timonies at our baptism service, the idea of proclaiming your faith 
is clearly a priority for many. 

One of the exciting things this year was our first planned outreach 
meeting, Food for Thought.  Food for Thought has been the first 
over 55’s outreach I have ever heard of, yet alone been at Grace. 
It was born out of the encouraging place that Oasis is and has 
given people the opportunity to use their gifts for the Lord to the 
best of their ability. It will be a quarterly event, with free food, and 
a gospel message. It was great to see so many of the church come 
to support this work and be involved, from praying to leaflet deliv-
ery. One Sunday I saw Sharon in the kitchen with several boxes of 
sausages, it was a taste test. I’ve never seen such dedication to a 
task; 9 sausages, cooked, measured for shrinkage, fat loss, greasi-
ness and taste. Friends, that’s doing your bit to a spirit of excellence 
for the Lord! We saw 6 people who have either had no contact or 
lost contact with us; come to attend and they heard a solid gospel 
message. We will repeat this sowing of the seed and pray for the 

written by jamie boulton
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From a spiritual point of view, it was 
seeing our process and the body in 
action for the first time and it worked 
well. 

What has been sad is to see a num-
ber in the church still unable to en-
gage in any activity, any calling or 
any sense that sowing is their respon-
sibility at all. To such I issue a stark 
warning, you will have to explain 
yourself to Christ. To be virtuous is not 
a matter of convenience; it will not 
do to say that to the Lord. 

We have begun to be contacted by 
various groups interested in support-
ing us and working with us. One such 
group known as CLMI, is interested 
in working in Blackburn Town Centre 
delivering and handing out tracts. 
We have talked and a desire to re-
launch the old ‘Clock Tower Meet-
ings’ is fruiting into a possible and 
regular outreach. This is embryonic, 
the right location and time are being 
discussed. We have the equipment 
and they are willing to support us, 
but friends, it must be us. 

As a whole we must be pleased. It 
wasn’t that 2015/16 was going to be 
the only year we sowed; it was that 
it was the beginning of our sowing. 
As such I believe the start has been 
one which we can celebrate with. 
Through many trials and through 
some hardship, from the removal of 
old idols, the work we are called to 
has gone forward. 

This year has seen our first losses of 
my pastorate, with the passing away 
of Mary Clayton, Alan Jackson and 
Gail Smith. All of them fought the 
good fight, they have much to inspire 

us and they are at rest with the Lord.
We have also seen some growth 
and have been joined this year by a 
number who have passed through, 
to come and see us and stay for one 
or two meetings. It was lovely to see 
Charles Kemp at a service and to 
have been joined by those who have 
had a chance to hear the gospel. 

Our membership roll has been add-
ed to with Malou and Filipe, who we 
got to enjoy and experience their 
wedding with this year and Christine 
Muandi.  We have also been regu-
larly joined by Adam Kennedy and 
Sybil Oliver, for a time Alan Jackson 
and of course our first church baby, 
Christopher Pearson.

This year also saw a drawing a line 
in the sand moment, which was dif-
ficult to do but necessary. In that we 
outlined what it was to be a member 
and that those who wished to lead 
activities or be Deacons, needed 
to be members. From two points: 
the first was a legal requirement be-
cause there was a financial respon-
sibility. The second and main reason, 
is because we need those who wish 
to serve to be of the church, a part 
of the church and wanting to see 
the church, its vision, its values and its 
structure, which are given by God, to 
succeed. 

After that moment I believed it was 
right to declare we were rebuild-
ing, no more did things need to be 
brought down. What is here is here, 
will remain and may need still to be 
worked on and tweaked. After all, 
none of us are the finished article. 

That rebuilding has seen us grow tre-
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mendously as a church and I have 
many people to commend, on their 
move to know Jesus as beloved in a 
deeper way. 

Examples of this can be found in the 
blessings of this church year: 

- Those in the worship group, with the 
several items bought and paid for.

- Those of the worship group, which 
has grown.

- The teens in our church, who are at 
everything and declared to be bap-
tised. 

- The anonymous gift allowing the 
Youth to go on their Girdle Buster 
Weekend.

- The oasis group which has seen 
amazing things. From preaching, 
to gospel appeals, to prayers and 
worship, an evangelistic zeal and a 
group of ladies working close knit.

- Regular visiting from members of 
the congregation to one another. 

- Independent study groups.

- A year of overcoming and building 
in activities that as Christine put it on 
Monday, went down to their knees 
because people left. Many would 
have jacked it in at that stage, but 
they remained where the Lord kept 
them.

What has been exciting but has al-
most passed us by, because of how 
busy we have been is the church’s 
symbolic giving of the standing or-
ders just over the amount we re-

quired that we must give thanks for. 
Although we will come to the next 
two stages which will be required to 
lock it in and thus confirm the Lord’s 
leading we must take this as the man-
date that it is.

See although the work really does 
need doing, without a doubt. It was 
never about the idea of having the 
work done but the idea of commit-
ting ourselves to the thought that 
we have to keep going as a church 
and not end up like Great Harwood. 
What do I mean? Well, we need to 
keep preaching the gospel, inviting 
people in and growing numerically. 

For now we have a commitment to 
the money that’s been given, yet 
we know many of those who have 
committed to it won’t live the next 
15 years but the truth is none of us 
might. Eventually, the mortgage will 
fall out of the special gifts and back 
into the general fund. At this stage 
the church needs to be able to sup-
port it. 

Now that seems like our impetus is to 
bring in people who are tithing, but 
that’s not what I’m saying. What I am 
saying is that we have had proof that 
the Lord will help us meet the needs 
we have as a church, whilst we seek 
after Him with all our heart, soul and 
spirit. In doing so we will face hard-
ships and trial, but we will know Him 
more and become more like the Acts 
2 church.

Because the church has agreed to 
this at this stage, then we have to 
consider whatever we do with this 
mandate in mind: 
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“To survive, we have to grow as a 
church”

By agreeing to the risk of this, what 
the church is saying to us is that they 
have the faith to believe the Lord is in 
this and it is His good will that we do 
grow. 

Therefore, whatever we do and plan, 
we must have the spiritual eyes to 
consider the fact that the church we 
see today and the people we know 
are not the whole of our church. 
There are a great number of people 
who are yet to join us, they just don’t 
know it. 

I’ve always known our calling as a 
church is twofold. 

1. We are an Antioch, a sending out 
church, a missionary church, which 
plants churches and sends people 
out to minister and serve. 

2. We are a hospital for the sick and 
wounded, those who are disheart-
ened, maybe even discouraged to 
the point of not going to church any-
more. We aren’t here to keep them 
sick, but to help them heal and grow 

up in the Lord (tough love) and then 
send them out. 

Up till now that’s been my heart, 
which you haven’t disagreed with. 
Now I believe we have a church 
mandate to do everything we can to 
make it a reality. In our decision mak-
ing as a church, we need to no long-
er think about a church of 30 but I 
want us to plan as though we were a 
church of 300. What would we need 
if 300 people were here? 

Now that’s not me getting over ex-
cited after previously saying our first 
target is filling the 60 chairs we have 
now. That’s our starting place, how 
fast the Lord moves us to the next 
who knows. 

It is clear we aren’t ready for 300 yet 
and as we move into this new church 
year, our ‘Year of Hiring’, then we 
need to pray for the myriads of things 
that need doing are filled by others, 
because the people who are doing 
couldn’t possibly do anymore.

If we do, then the year 2017/18 will 
be a ‘Year of Reaping’.
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Dear Friends,

I remember preaching a sermon in Scotland 
some years ago and in that message I stated 
the reason why churches don’t work together 
is because the platform gets smaller.  We can 
become so concerned with whose name is 
over the door, who gets the credit and who re-

ceives the honor that we lose sight of the One whom we are serv-
ing and who is the only one who is worthy of all the glory and the 
honour.  If only we would lay down our titles and any desire to be 
known and focus on just being faithful to our God, to build His King-
dom alone, that He must increase but we must decrease as John 
so aptly put it in John chapter 3:30. If only we would stop trying to 
put “our church” on the map , build our own empires, or be the 
latest hot shot and allow the Lord to build His church, for it is not by 
might, nor by power but by His Spirit. Multitudes are in the valley of 
decision.  Countless millions are dying and going to a lost eternity.  
There is power in partnership as Pastor Bill so often preaches. We 
are stronger together.

Ministry 

This has been an exciting year so far.  Since I last wrote in the Spring, 
we have expanded into Busia country which is near the Ugandan 
border.  We have partnered with One by One, an organization 
founded by Matthew and Becky Murray, AOG Pastors and Evan-
gelists from Uttoxeter, who have built an orphanage, a school and 
a church in a remote area called Bumala. Being a very needy 
area, Pastor Bill, Matthew & Becky got together and in partnership 
concluded we can reach more children together. We trained four 
people from Bumala who travelled to Nakuru and then went back 
armed and ready to reach more kids. In the first week of May, the 
team began in 11 schools and the first week they reached over 
10,700 children. We give God all the praise. Already they are add-
ing more schools to their weekly schedule and we are looking for-
ward to further expansion in the days ahead. As of the middle of 
June they are now in 20 schools weekly.  
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We continue to have regular visitors from many different nations coming to see 
the work God is doing here.  Later this month we have a group from USA, in July 
we have two from Switzerland and more from Switzerland in September com-
ing to meet their sponsor child. 

There have been some serious changes in government here whereby outside 
bodies are no longer allowed into schools to do any kind of motivational or re-
ligious teaching. This is to prevent any kind of radicalization.  God has shown us 
much favour with the authorities in that we are the only organization allowed 
to continue at present and strict vetting procedures will be brought in once 
they allow applications. Please continue to pray that God will protect our min-
istry and continue to grant us favour with the schools and those in authority.

Galatians 6:9  
Let us not be weary in well doing for in due season we shall reap if we 
faint not.  

Prayer Requests:

• Please pray for the schools in Bumala where we expanded in partnership 
with One by One.
• Please pray for God’s provision to be able to meet the many needs that arise.
• Please pray that God would protect the children from abuse.
• Please pray that we will continue to experience God’s favour with authori-
ties.

THANK YOU:  For your faithfulness, for joining your hands with ours in partnership 
to reach out to these children with the love of Christ, for your love, prayers and 
support  I say a heartfelt Thank you! May God ever bless you all.

Janine 
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This is one of our Sunday 
School sessions at a school in 

Naivasha, Nakuru County.
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written by david lambert

Summary 
Alan Benson a missionary from our own church here in Blackburn, 
has been arrested by a group of Japanese invading soldiers and 
is about to charged and then tortured.  He is accused of being a 
spy. This true story is set in China during the early part of the Sec-
ond World War.  Alan begins to endure a period of painful and 
vindictive torture during which his faith in the Lord is his sustaining 
strength. Alan is charged as a spy and the torture is continued and 
enhanced in more deeper and more painful ways but Alan sticks 
to his guns despite the pressure being brought to bear on him by 
his cruel captors.  Despite sustained and diverse affliction over a 
defined period Alan holds fast and declares this faith and urges his 
cruel captors to repent and be saved.  “God cannot help you!” 
was the Japanese assertion. However, our missionary maintains his 
steadfast stand for Christ throughout. Alan is now subjected to the 
dreadful and humiliating water torture designed as another pain-
ful method of extracting a confession; this continued for a num-
ber of days.  Rather than becoming weaker he gains strength and 
forbearance as he calls upon the Lord despite being at his lowest 
ebb. 

He resists putting his associates in danger and his daily portion of 
prayer and God’s grace suffces, allowing him to endure the very  
worst of conditions.   Amazingly, the Japanese request prayer but 
it only serves as an opportunity to further humiliate our missionary. 
The true testimony of this experience is that Alan finds the Lord to 
be a true source of strength in that he is able to endure and tri-
umph over the adversity before him.  

Subtle familial methods are then used to try and break Alan’s spirit 
but it was a cruel trick engineered by relentlessly wicked minds.  
The Japanese attempt auto suggestion as a trick. Our missionary 
graphically describes the conditions of his captivity and its limi-
tations and lack of basic comforts.  Bathtime  proved to be an 
endurance test both physically and mentally once again death 
seemed nearby but the word of God was a joy, peace and a suc-
cour. When every single earthly thing and hope was lost he found 
deep joy in Jesus Christ.  There was the opportunity to witness to a 
Chinese communist offcial this was mostly conducted using small
strips of paper this man became a Christian and began to effec-
tively witness such that others also became Christians. Alan asks 
again, are you the reader, a Christian? Have you come to Christ? 
Do you truly know him in your heart?  There are now some regular, 
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  surprise very short visits from Alan’s 
wife. He is also presented with a let-
ter that had apparently been found 
in the Yangtze river.  It was in fact a 
letter from the UK that contained the 
word Hallelujah. (Praise the Lord).  
This had confused the Japanese 
and they were disappointed that it 
was something they could not hold 
against him and point towards him 
being a spy.  At this point Alan is ad-
vised that he will be shot the follow-
ing morning however this did not im-
mediately take place. Although Alan 
completely accepted this as God’s 
plan he was made to linger for two 
nights which was traumatic and 
stressful. Then the threat was lifted 
although he was told that he would 
eventually be executed but they 
didn’t know when!

A Manchurian interpreter takes a 
great risk to give Alan a new reason 
for hope. He felt like the Lord was on 
his side for certain. Alan is exposed 
to some new tricks to make him con-
fess but he is not compromised in the 
least. This infuriates his captors who 
are desperate for a confession or 
they will be accused of failure and 
therefore lose their honour. Five com-
munist prisoners reject the gospel be-
fore being executed.  Alan recounts 
a story about some aircrew to whom 
he witnessed to and accepted sal-
vation who just a few hours later lost 
their lives in a 1944 bombing raid over 
Germany.  He urges the reader to 
turn to and accept Jesus Christ.  Alan 
is now told he will appear again be-
fore a court he believes this will lead  
to his certain execution. He pointed 
out to the court that he was a mis-
sionary not a spy.  It soon became 
clear that they did not have any evi-

dence against him for the charge of 
spying and that they were planning 
an immediate release which is what 
happened and Alan was at last reu-
nited with his wife as a free man.          

Part 21 - Revival Blessings in China       

Before Alan left China he was in-
volved in a great revival when a 
group had been involved in a long 
season of prayer.  This was partly af-
ter he had imparted his experiences 
to the group and it in turn led to a 
great desire and rededication to the 
work of the kingdom hence the re-
vival fire. This involved setting aside 
disputes and jealous pride and just 
looking to God with a desire to serve 
him wholly. A number of missionaries 
also testified as to being healed at 
this time as they were prayed for ac-
cording to James 5 Chapter 5 14-15. 
Alan then went to preach at a total 
of around 95 meetings and over 300 
Chinese nationals professed faith in 
the Lord as saviour.  Alan believes this 
was a testimony of how the Lord had 
preserved him at the time of deepest 
trial and that God used the situation 
so that he would have the greater 
and everlasting glory.

In next months issue:

Part 22 - Penultimate insert - Revival 
experiences in South Africa   
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  You’re invited to join us on
Saturday 10th September at 7pm 

for our....

Grace Pentecostal Church, Wensley Road, Blackburn, BB2 1QD
Tel:  01254 54541    Web: www.graceccblackburn.co.uk

WITH GUEST SPEAKERS: LIZ & MARK HOLDCROFT

RETURNING MISSIONARIES FROM SLOVAKIA

96th Anniversary 
Celebration!
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Can we be honest? Are our Christian lives what we think they ought 
to be?  Do we find them mundane? Do we struggle with the mes-
sage that we are holy but still find ourselves sinning?

Do we look at the world and sometimes feel they have the better 
answer for fundamental questions?

These are the questions of a book I have just read, and probably 
the beginning of countless sermons you may have heard. They fit 
with the way that many feel at the moment seeing Christian influ-
ence wane and secularism rise. This book and many of these ser-
mons go on to tell us that we need to change our focus from the 
external and focus on Jesus who is the power within us. 

Excellent advice, the author moves on to give lots of Bible verses 
for why this is true and then they move on to how this will change 
the world. Christians will rise up, the body will do its work and our 
Christian lives will be joyous, again giving lots of Bible verses as to 
the value of this thinking.

I whole heartedly agree with this teaching; the church can only be 
empowered when it is reliant on Jesus. Yet I wonder if like me, these 
sermons and books leave you feeling a little flat, because you feel 
like they’ve missed a step out.

This step being between focusing on Jesus and the way this chang-
es the world. There rarely seems to be an explanation of what fo-
cusing on Jesus actually means. I believe this is the fundamental 
missing link and today I want to engage with this subject.

How do we focus on Jesus? Is it just wishing hard enough, do we 
wail and scream as the prophets of Baal? Do we fast? Do we wor-
ship these have been our focuses for many years?

To answer this, I want to look at Paul’s letter to the Ephesians.

Read Ephesians 1:15-23

The Ephesian Church was known as the red hot church, as told us 
in Revelation where they had gone cold. The Book of Acts also tells 
us of the church of riots and revivals. Paul set up the Church on his 
2nd missionary journey and then returned and stayed there for 3 
years on his 3rd missionary journey. On his return to Jerusalem, Paul 

written by jamie boulton
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called for the elders to meet him. 
He wept with them, as he knew he 
would see them no more and then 
charged them to take care of the 
good thing God had given them.

Ephesus was a place of wealth had 
stood in every one of the empires of 
Nebuchadnezzar’s statue, which he 
dreamed of. In every one of these 
empires it always had a temple to 
a mother of the earth. In the Greek 
times, it was Artemis and in the ro-
man, Dianna. Even though the tem-
ple had been burnt down 7 times, it 
had been rebuilt almost exclusively 
by the citizens through their own 
wealth.

Paul’s letter was written whilst a pris-
oner in Rome and unlike many of his 
others, was not a correction of doc-
trine but a letter of encouragement. 
Highlighting the true nature of the 
church and how the body should 
work together. If any letter is to teach 
us what the church should be, then 
this is the letter.

How does it apply to us?

The letter to the Ephesians was a 
circular, which wasn’t written to the 
church of Ephesus as a special case, 
it was written to all the churches and 
there were many copies sent out. This 
is important because what we see is 
that this was always meant to be a 
universal teaching, written by Paul, 
for the edification of all the body. 
Rather than having to see how it ap-
plied to the Ephesians special and 
specific history, to then see how it ap-
plies to us. 

In these verses Paul is praying for the 

Ephesians yet verse 19-21 highlight 
who the prayer applies to: ‘Those 
who believe in the resurrection and 
those who submit to God.’ Is that 
you? If not, you have greater issues. 
Paul also prays for the Ephesians be-
cause of what is written in verse 15:

Therefore I also, hearing of your faith 
in the Lord Jesus and love to all the 
saints, Ephesians 1:15

The fruits of grace are faith in Jesus 
and love toward one another (the 
summing up of the law).

What is his message?

Paul is praying for those whom are al-
ready exhibiting great Christian traits 
to receive more. It is in this that we 
can learn that firstly, there is always 
more we can do and secondly, that 
our prayer does not have to be filled 
with requests for the sick but to pray 
that our brothers and sisters grow in 
their faith.

Paul prays for the hearers of this mes-
sage to receive three things in verses 
17-19

V17 - The first thing is that we get to 
know Jesus better.

that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Father of glory, may give to you a 
spirit of wisdom and revelation in the 
full knowledge of Him, Ephesians 1:17

It may seem obvious but when you 
love someone, you want to get to 
know them better; the depth of our 
understanding of Jesus is unfathom-
able.  This applies to all levels:
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Study earnestly to present yourself 
approved to God, a workman that 
does not need to be ashamed, right-
ly dividing the Word of Truth. 2 Timo-
thy 2:15

Study to show yourself approved, the 
word teaches us of God’s nature.

Paul is highlighting our heavenly Fa-
ther’s role in our understanding, that 
we might seek wisdom from God, 
through the spirit that Christ is re-
vealed to us. What is our excuse? 
By knowing Christ better, how much 
harder would it be to sin? Paul knew 
we are fickle, so did Christ, that’s why 
He instituted the Breaking of Bread. 
Forgiveness is easy to get but bought 
at a price. We must be holy for He 
is holy, yet we stumble in this area 
because it’s all become an abstrac-
tion. Only a personal knowledge of 
Christ lets us know that the casual sin, 
is hurting one dear to us.

V18 - The second thing where our 
hope should lie.

the eyes of your mind having been 
enlightened, for you to know what is 
the hope of His calling, and what are 
the riches of the glory of His inherit-
ance in the saints, Ephesians 1:18

The first part is separate from the rest, 
rather that it again qualifies who the 
recipient is. It’s someone who has 
had their eyes enlightened, opened 
to the light of His gospel, which has 
taken this thing that is foolishness to 
the world and believed it. The call-
ing, that is referred to here is the 
Greek ‘Klay sis’, it literally means to 
be called to a marriage feast. 

It is not within the ministries or good 
works that we might do for the Lord. 
Our hope is not in what we do but 
what has happened to us, it is in 
our salvation. It is the hope of eter-
nal happiness of being saved, when 
we did not deserve it. Our hope is in 
what we have been saved from and 
our effectiveness will come when we 
realise the importance of this. How 
do we know it’s waned? Look at the 
gospel service; have you heard it all 
before? Is the gospel tiring, especial-
ly when no one seems to be getting 
saved?

No, no. Our hope is not in what great 
ministry we might get. The gospel 
isn’t that first hurdle but it is our hope. 
Only when we are reignited by it, will 
we be able to convince others of its 
merit.

the riches of his Glory is that the 
mystery of Christ is revealed to us, it 
is a fundamental, but the scripture 
teaches that the prophets desired to 
see that which we hold dear. Colos-
sian’s 1:27

We are His inheritance. Our glory is in 
Him and His achievements not ours. 
We must diminish, that He might in-
crease.

V19 - The third thing that all or lives are 
empowered by the power of God

and what is the surpassing greatness 
of His power toward us, Ephesians 
1:19

That we stand on the power of God, 
unto our great salvation but more 
than this. Surpassing in the Greek is, 
‘hooper-by-al-is’, meaning to go fur-
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ther than the usual mark. To do more 
than had ever been done.

The “power” refers not merely to the 
power which he had evinced in their 
salvation, but also to what the gos-
pel was “able” to accomplish, and 
which they might yet experience. 

The “power” referred to here as ex-
ercised toward believers does not re-
fer to one thing merely. It is the whole 
series of the acts of power toward 
Christians which results from the work 
of the Redeemer. 

Romans 1:16 - There was power ex-
erted in their conversion. 

Matthew 6:13 - There would be pow-
er exerted in keeping us from temp-
tation.

Acts 1:3 - Power through the giving of 
the Holy Spirit.

Acts 4:33 - Power to witness and to 
perform miracles.

Matthew 24:29-30 - There would be 
power in raising them up from the 
dead, and exalting them with Christ 
to heaven. 

The religion which they professed was 
a religion of “power.” In all the forms 
and stages of it, the power of God 
was manifested toward them and 
would be until they reached their fi-
nal inheritance. We are the head not 
the tail.

Conclusion

What is revealed to us in this simple 
prayer is we must get up and dust 

ourselves off, because we must move 
forward. We are to make knowing 
our beloved our main priority and a 
point of prayer and divine revelation. 
We must no longer put our hope and 
attitude anywhere but in the salva-
tion that was brought for us. We are 
a powerful people.

This is summed up in the last two 
verses which indicate how it is that 
we might tap into the internal power 
of Jesus and not the external of any 
other fad.

Read verse 22-23.

Whole submission to Jesus

Ephesus to put it bluntly, was a point-
less city that had everything because 
of its centre as a place to worship Di-
anna or Artemis. Without that it was 
nothing, as proved by the fact that 
when it was burnt down the city dis-
appeared; but with it, it became the 
seat of regional government and Ro-
man rule. 

As the church grew and people got 
saved, they abandoned their wor-
ship of this false god for the one 
true God. In so doing, they actually 
caused the wealth and purpose of 
the city to decline and begin to col-
lapse. 

The Ephesians were known as the 
white hot church. The town’s wealth 
was upon the false religions and the 
money made from it. Dianna had 
survived every empire and 7 fires. Yet 
when the city began to embrace 
Christ, the silver smiths rioted but it 
was to no avail. The wealth was lost 
because Dianna worship was wiped 
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off the map. Christians whom em-
braced Christ and made Him their 
whole object, destroyed a religion. 
Not through violence, not through 
protest, not through letters or crosses 
but because they fell in love with Je-
sus.

It cost the British museum millions of 
pounds to find the remains of the 

temple and in many years, all they 
found was its imprint in the earth. 
Change will come when we fall in 
love with Jesus, as many have said. 
How do we do it?

Study, pray for revelation, put your 
hope in His salvation and remember 
what it saved you from and what it 
saved you for. Be a people of power.
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Church Vision

“We as the body will seek continually 
to know the Lord as our beloved, to 

study His word that we may know Him 
better and that we may be witnesses 
of Christ Jesus in all the world that we 

inhabit”.

Church Values and Behaviours

“That we as a church will seek to 
Reach, Teach and Keep men and 

women, boys and girls to be citizens 
of the Kingdom of Heaven accessed 

through salvation in Jesus Christ”
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1. We believe that the Bible (i.e. the Old and New Testa-
ments excluding the Apocrypha), is the inspired Word of 
God, the infallible, all suffcient rule for faith and practice  
(2 Tim. 3:15-16; 2 Peter 1:21).

2. We believe in the unity of the One True and Living God 
who is the Eternal, Self-Existent “IAM”, Who has also re-
vealed Himself as One being co-existing in three Persons 
– Father, Son and Holy Spirit (Deut. 6:4; Mark 12:29; Matt 
28:19; 2 Cor. 13:14).

3. We believe in the Virgin Birth, Sinless Life, Miraculous Min-
istry, Substitutionary Atoning Death, Bodily Resurrection, Tri-
umphant Ascension and Abiding Intercession of the Lord 
Jesus Christ and in His personal, visible, bodily return in 
power and glory as the blessed hope of all believers (Isa. 
7:14; Matt. 1:23; Heb. 7:26; 1 Pet. 2:22; Acts 2:22, 10:38; 2 
Cor.5:21; Heb. 9:12; Luke 24:39; 1 Cor. 15:4; Acts 1:9; Eph. 
4:8-10; Rom. 8:34; Heb. 7:25; 1Cor. 15:22-24, 51-57; 1 Thess. 
4:13-18; Rev. 20:1-6).

4. We believe in the fall of man, who was created pure 
and upright, but fell by voluntary transgression (Gen. 1:26-
31, 3:1-7; Rom. 5:12-21).

5. We believe in salvation through faith in Christ, who, 
according to the Scriptures, died for our sins, was buried 
and was raised from the dead on the third day, and that 
through His Blood we have Redemption (Titus 2:11, 3:5-7; 
Rom. 10:8-15; 1 Cor. 15:3-4). This experience is also known 
as the new birth, and is an instantaneous and complete 
operation of the Holy Spirit upon initial faith in the Lord Je-
sus Christ. (John 3:5-6; James 1:18; 1 Pet. 1:23; 1John 5:1).
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6. We believe that all who have truly repented and believed in Christ 
as Lord and Saviour are commanded to be baptised by immersion 
in water (Matt. 28:19; Acts 10:47-48; Acts 2:38-39).

7. We believe in the baptism in the Holy Spirit as an endowment of 
the believer with power for service, the essential, biblical evidence 
of which is the speaking with other tongues as the Spirit gives utter-
ance (Acts 1:4-5, 8, 2:4, 10:44-46, 11:14-16, 19:6).

8. We believe in the operation of the gifts of the Holy Spirit and the 
gifts of Christ in the Church today (1 Cor. 12:4-11, 28; Eph. 4:7-16).

9. We believe in holiness of life and conduct in obedience to the 
command of God (1 Pet.1:14-16; Heb. 12:14; 1 Thess. 5:23; 1 John 2:6).

10. We believe that deliverance from sickness, by Divine Healing is 
provided for in the Atonement (Isa. 53:4-5, Matt. 8:16-17, James 5:13-
16).

11. We believe that all who have truly repented and believe in Christ 
as Lord and Saviour should regularly participate in Breaking of Bread 
(Luke 22:14-20; 1 Cor. 11:20-34).

12. We believe in the bodily resurrection of all men, the everlasting 
conscious bliss of all who truly believe in our Lord Jesus Christ and the 
everlasting conscious punishment of all whose names are not written 
in the Book of Life (Dan. 12:2-3; John 5:28-29, 1 Cor. 15:22-24; Matt. 
25:46; 2 Thess. 1:9; Rev. 20:10-15).
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written by lynne haydock
On the 26th June the ladies 
of Grace gathered together 
for an outing to the Crafty 
Vintage Fair at Houghton 
Tower.

Before we set off in cars I 
shared a little Thought for 
the Day.  As we were going 
on to a Craft fair it lead to 

me thinking of us as created beings made by God and then to the 
Psalm 139 v 14 ‘ I will praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully 
made.’  I searched on the Internet and found an excellent article 
on the whole Psalm of which a part is reproduced below.  The full 
article for those that are interested is at www.bible.org/seriespage/
psalm-139-no-escape-god

One of the greatest truths in life which we all know, but which we 
all must come to learn, is that there is no escape from God. Like 
fugitives, we may run, but we cannot ultimately hide from the God 
who penetrates even the darkness with the gaze of His light. If we 
manage to dodge Him in this life, we must still stand exposed be-
fore Him on that fearful day of judgment. There is no place to hide 
from God.

The thought that darkness doesn’t hide us from God leads David 
to consider that God formed him in his mother’s womb. Though 
hidden from human eyes in that day before sonograms, David was 
not hidden from God’s eyes (v. 16). And not only did God make 
me through His creative power, but also He ordained all of my days 
before any of them came into being (v. 16)! Considering how fear-
fully and wonderfully we are made should cause us to break forth 
in thanksgiving to God (v. 14).

Every person has in his or her body suffcient proof that God exists.  
To ignore that kind of evidence renders a person without excuse 
(Rom. 1:18-23). To say that something as finely balanced and com-
plex as the human body is the result of sheer chance plus time is 
nothing short of ludicrous!

Consider the miracle of the human body: Every second more than 
100,000 chemical reactions take place in your brain. It has 10 bil-
lion nerve cells to record what you see and hear. That information 

33



comes to your brain through the mir-
acle of the eye, which has 100 mil-
lion receptor cells (rods and cones) 
in each eye. Your retina also has four 
other layers of nerve cells. Altogether 
the system makes the equivalent of 
10 billion calculations a second be-
fore an image even gets to the op-
tic nerve. Once it reaches your brain, 
the cerebral cortex has more than 
a dozen separate vision centers in 
which to process it. Your tear ducts 
supply a bacteria-fighting fluid to 
protect your eyes from infection. The 
tears that fight irritants differ from the 
tears of sadness, which contain 24 
percent more proteins. That’s not to 
mention the miracle of the ear and 
how it translates sound waves into 
meaningful speech and sounds; or 
of touch, taste, and smell.

Part of your brain regulates voluntary 
matters, such as muscle coordina-
tion and thought processes. Other 
parts of the brain control involuntary 
processes, such as digestion, glan-
dular secretions, the rate at which 
your heart beats, etc. How did it ac-
cidentally happen that your body 
could speed up your heart rate to 
the proper speed to meet increased 
oxygen demand when you exercise 
and slow it down when that need is 
met? One square inch of your skin 
has about 625 sweat glands, 19 feet 
of blood vessels, and 19,000 sensory 
cells. Working in coordination with 
your brain, it maintains your body 
at a steady 98.6 degrees under all 
weather conditions.

Your stomach has 35 million glands 
which secrete the right amounts of 
juices to allow your body to digest 
food and convert it into stored energy 

for your muscles. To avoid digesting 
itself, your stomach produces a new 
lining every three days. Your body is 
an effcient machine: to ride a bicy-
cle for an hour at ten miles per hour 
requires only 350 calories, the energy 
equivalent of only three tablespoons 
of gasoline.

You have more than 200 bones, 
each shaped for its function, con-
nected intricately to one another 
through lubricated joints that can-
not be perfectly duplicated by mod-
ern science. More than 500 muscles 
connect to these bones. Some obey 
willful commands; others perform 
their duty in response to unconscious 
commands from the brain. They all 
work together to keep us alive. The 
heart muscle itself beats over 103,000 
times each day, pumping your blood 
cells a distance of 168 million miles.

Coupled with that, your lungs auto-
matically breathe in the right amount 
of life-giving oxygen (about 438 cubic 
feet each day), which just happens 
to be mixed in the right proportions 
(about 20% oxygen, 80% nitrogen) in 
our atmosphere. Each of the other 
vital organs and glands in your body 
works in complex conjunction with 
the others to sustain life, which sci-
ence can’t explain or create.

But in any case, the awesome 
thought that God skillfully made me 
and ordained the days of my life 
ought to make me see that I can’t es-
cape from His power and sovereign-
ty. By the way, even if you suffer from 
birth defects, God declares that He 
made you. When Moses complained 
to God that he couldn’t speak elo-
quently enough to lead Israel out of 

34



Egypt, God said, “Who has made 
man’s mouth? Or who makes him 
dumb or deaf, or seeing or blind? Is it 
not I, the Lord?” (Exod. 4:11).

So David is saying that you can’t 
escape from God. He knows every-
thing about you; He is with you wher-
ever you go; He has created you 
and ordained the days of your life. 
So what’s the bottom line? What do 
you do with a God like this? 

The inescapable conclusion of the 
fact that we can’t escape from the 
living God is an inescapable com-
mitment to holiness. As David thinks 

about God’s searching knowledge, 
His ubiquitous presence, and His infi-
nite wisdom as seen in his own body, 
he is led first to cry out to God to de-
stroy the wicked, affrming h is o wn  
abhorrence of them (vv. 19-22); and 
then quickly to add a prayer that 
the God who had searched him (v. 1) 
would continue the process, so that 
if any sin still lurked in the dark cor-
ners of his own life, David could root 
it out and walk in God’s everlasting 
way. This shows us two aspects of ho-
liness which we must develop:

Jude 22-23 reflects the fine line be-
tween loving sinners but hating their 
sin: “And have mercy on some, who 

are doubting; save others, snatch-
ing them out of the fire; and on some 
have mercy with fear, hating even 
the garment polluted by the flesh.” 
Holiness means living apart from the 
wicked and staying undefiled from 
their sin, but reaching out to them 
with the message of salvation.

David no sooner mentions the wick-
ed and his hatred for their irrever-
ence than he quickly realizes his own 
need for God’s cleansing. This is not 
so much a prayer that God may 
know him (which He already does, v. 
1), but rather that David might know 
himself through God’s purifying, refin-
ing fire. There are two elements to a 
holy life in these verses:

First, I must constantly expose my in-
ner life to God. “Search me, try me 
....” David is inviting God to shine His 
pure light into the inner recesses of his 
thought life, where all sin originates. 
If you want to be holy, not just out-
wardly, where you can fake it, but in-
wardly, you must constantly confront 
your thought life with God’s Word.

Second, I must constantly yield my 
whole life to God. “Lead me ....” 
When God’s Word exposes where I’m 
wrong, I must submit to the Lord and 
walk in His way. Knowledge without 
obedience leads to deception and 
pride. I must become a doer of the 
Word, not just a hearer who deludes 
myself (James 1:22).

Look upon God: He knows you thor-
oughly; He is with you everywhere you 
go; He has wondrously created you 
and sovereignly ordained the days 
of your life. Then, scrutinize yourself 
by inviting the searchlight of God’s 
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s Word into your innermost thoughts 
and feelings and by yielding yourself 
to be obedient to God’s ways. Since 
you can’t escape from God, you 
must commit yourself to holiness.

After the Thought for the Day we piled 
into cars and set off for Houghton 
Tower.  We spent some time looking 
at stalls that sold classic vintage, col-
lectibles, retro wares, quirky hand-
made, fine foods and delectable 
cuisine.  It even included actual VW 
vans and a lady singing 50s music.  
Really the time spent wasn’t about 
looking at any of these things (nice 
though there were).   It was more 
about spending time with the ladies, 
having some laughs, learning that 
little more about each other and 
growing closer together as a group – 
trusting and sharing.  

As we had time after Hougton Tower

we went off to Huntley’s Farm which 
is a based farm shop and outlet vil-
lage that prides itself on being the 
place “where quality matters”. On 
site there is a traditional butchers, a 
delicatessen and bakery and an ar-
ray of outlets from florists to sculptors, 
high fashion to antiques. Some of us 
couldn’t resist buying some of the 
home made cup cakes and fudge!

Grace Outdoors is a ladies meet-
ing that is arranged every 3 months 
or so for the ladies at Grace Church 
plus their friends and families.  As we 
wish to make this meeting open to 
all, places are chosen to accom-
modate all budgets.  If anybody has 
any idea of where would be nice to 
visit please let Lynne Haydock know.  
The next outing will be around Sep-
tember / October time.
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There are many things that need to be done in the kingdom and as 
such we have created a structure at Grace which allows people 
to move out into that good work the Lord has put into your heart. 
Our hope as a church is to release people into that gifting, which 
the Lord has given, so we may reach out in many directions, and it 
is Jesus who is directing us. 

All our activities here at Grace are for the purpose of seeing our 
vision outworked in people’s lives. And to do this, whatever it is that 
you feel the Lord has called you to do is either to: -

Reach = aimed at anyone who does not know the Lord Jesus as 
saviour and so is designed to teach them this truth by having an 
activity which the gospel may be audibly shared at. 

Teach = aimed at those who know the Lord as saviour that they 
can learn more about Christ and his nature, so we can be more 
like Him every day

Keep = for the purpose of meeting together to encourage one 
another with the Lord, to grow up in Christ. 

Serve = to make the process of Reaching, Teaching and Keeping 
possible, through the practical assistance needed. 

If you have such an idea, brewing within you and you don’t even 
know where to start, then can I encourage you to get in touch with 
me on either my email or by phone. We will talk about it and begin 
the process of getting this God given calling into practice

However, for others it may be that you don’t want to start an activ-
ity but look to help out with the existing church tasks. It’s just you 
don’t know where to start. So the ‘Gizza job’ section of our ‘Inspi-
ration’ magazine is to let you know about the ongoing roles, that 
need to be filled. Have a read of the descriptions and if you feel 
you can help, then please get in touch with the contact in the 
advert. 

For activity leaders, if you would like to advertise a role your looking 
for volunteers in, then please submit your advert to the communi-
cations team, with your contact details, so that people can get in 
touch. 

The Lord bless you in your service for His kingdom. 
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TODDLEABOUT
Activity Leader: Sharon Moorehouse

Type of Activity: Reach

Aim: to give parents/ carer’s and children the sound saving knowledge 
of Jesus Christ whilst providing a safe and secure environment for this to 
happen. To provide Age appropriate toys and activities and equipment to 
help develop and enhance the child’s developments. to support and ad-
vise parents as and when needed. To introduce children to the Lord Jesus 
Christ through example, prayers, stories and activities

When it takes place: ever Thursday 9 am to 3pm (term time only)

Where it takes place: Minor hall, Grace Pentecostal Church Blackburn

Helpers needed to do one of or all of the following:
• helpers are required to come and sit with parents and carers to share the 
gospel with, 
• to help with setting up and putting away, 
• to do a story time presentation with an audible gospel message

Special requirements: will need to undergo a DBS check

Kids and Young Peoples Department
Current Deacon: None (interim is Jamie Boulton)

Department Vision: to provide activities and events to facilitate 
reaching young people under the age of 18 or those still in edu-
cation into the kingdom of heaven via the gospel, keeping them 
through encouraging fellowship and to teach them the word that 
they may grow closer to Jesus”.

Current Activities: Toddleabout, Grace Kids, Sunday School, Grace 
Youth, Grace Teens, Girdle Buster
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GRACE KIDS
Activity Leader: Christine Morris

Type of Activity: Reach

Aim:  to provide a sanctuary or city of refuge for children where they may 
come and find the only true refuge Jesus Christ as their Lord and saviour, 
through activities that teach Jesus and by building relationships so they 
can see Jesus in you.

When it takes place: Friday 5pm-730pm

Where it takes place: Grace Pentecostal Church Blackburn

Helpers needed to do:- one of or all of the following
• Help children to participate by befriending and sharing
• to help with story telling
• To be available to help with presentations (need to be free Sunday after-
noon/evenings for rehearsals)
•help to tidy and clean and put away

Special requirements: will need to undergo a DBS check

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Activity Leader: None (interim Jamie Boulton)

Type of Activity: Teach

Aim:  to help the children discover the very nature of God for themselves 
through the bible. And to not look at it as a type of babysitting

When it takes place: Sunday 1030-1230

Where it takes place: Class room, Grace Pentecostal Church Blackburn

Helpers needed to do:- one of or all of the following
• take a Sunday school class on your own on a rota basis depending on 
how many Sunday school teachers, this will require you to need to do prior 
preparation and study so the children are adequately prepared for. 

Special requirements: will need to undergo a DBS check
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GRACE YOUTH
Activity Leader: Daniel Talbot, Melanie Boulton

Type of Activity: Reach

Aim:  to share the message of Salvation in Jesus Christ through interaction 
and programmes which are relevant to Young people. 

When it takes place: Friday 7pm – 9pm

Where it takes place: Grace Pentecostal Church Blackburn

Helpers needed to do:- one of or all of the following
• Help young people to participate by befriending and sharing
• to help with activities
• To be available to help with presentations (need to be free Sunday after-
noon/evenings for preparation)
• help to tidy and clean and put away

Special requirements: will need to undergo a DBS check
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Adults Department
Current Deacon: None (interim is Jamie Boulton)

Department Vision: to provide activities and events to facilitate 
reaching adults of all ages into the kingdom of heaven via the gos-
pel, keeping them through encouraging fellowship and to teach 
them the word that they may grow closer to Jesus”.

Current Activities:-
Men of Grace, Ladies of Grace, Grace outdoors, Oasis, Food for 
Thought, Bible study/Sanctuary, Prayer meetings/first light, Prayer for 
Israel, Breaking of bread, Café Church

PRAYER MEETING/FIRST LIGHT
Activity Leader: None (interim Jamie Boulton)

Type of Activity: Keep

Aim:  to continue to pray for various means within our church and without 
to build our own faith and to discover the truths of the Lord’s will in our 
church
 
When it takes place: Tuesday 7am – 8 am or 7:30pm-8:30pm

Where it takes place: Grace Pentecostal Church Blackburn

Helpers needed to do:- one of or all of the following
•to come to pray for the missionary activities around the globe
•to come and pray for the church planting work at Great Harwood
•to come and pray for the sick of our Church
•To come and pray for Evangelism and the wining of souls
•to come and pray generally that the Lord would move in His mighty power

Special requirements: none
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OASIS
Activity Leader: Carol Duxbury

Type of Activity: Keep

Aim:  to bring fellowship, companionship, friendship and encouragement 
based on psalm 92:13-15, to help those over 55 to become Fat and flour-
ishing in their old age

When it takes place: Friday 1230pm – 230pm

Where it takes place: Minor Hall Grace Pentecostal Church Blackburn

Helpers needed to do:- one of or all of the following
• to lead in music, the time of worship

Special requirements: None

PRAYER FOR ISRAEL
Activity Leader: None (interim Jamie Boulton)

Type of Activity: Keep

Aim:  to continue to pray for the work of God amongst the Jews, for the 
peace of Jerusalem, and for Israel.  

When it takes place: first Wednesday of Every Month 1pm – 2pm

Where it takes place: Class room, Grace Pentecostal Church Blackburn

Helpers needed to do :- one of or all of the following
• to have a passion for the people of Israel to come to know Jesus as Sav-
iour

Special requirements: none
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Ministry Teams Department
Current Deacon: None (interim is Jamie Boulton)

Department Vision: to provide activities and events to facilitate 
reaching adults of all ages into the kingdom of heaven via the gos-
pel, keeping them through encouraging fellowship and to teach 
them the word that they may grow closer to Jesus”.

Current Activities:-
Men of Grace, Ladies of Grace, Grace outdoors, Oasis, Food for 
Thought, Bible study/Sanctuary, Prayer meetings/first light, Prayer for 
Israel, Breaking of bread, Café Church

STEWARDS

Activity Leader: none (interim jamie boulton)

Type of Activity: Serve

Aim:  to serve the church by helping all event, activities and meetings to 
run smoothly by providing practical assistance  

When it takes place: could be any time 

Where it takes place: Grace Pentecostal Church Blackburn

Helpers needed to do :- one of or all of the following
• to greet people at the door
• to help distribute communion
• to help set the communion up
• to be a point of contact for visitors
• to pray with those who have accepted the Lord as saviour
• to help to provide security whilst others are distracted

Special requirements: none
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WORSHIP GROUP
Activity Leader: Christine Morris

Type of Activity: Serve

Aim:  to provide the opportunity to worship the Lord via music in any event, 
activity or meeting  

When it takes place: could be any time (worship practice currently Thurs-
day 7:30pm-10pm

Where it takes place: Main hall, Grace Pentecostal Church Blackburn

Helpers needed to do :- one of or all of the following
• to play a musical instrument or sing
• to work the overhead projector
• to man the sound desk

Special requirements: none
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Missions Department
Current Deacon (none) interim is Jamie Boulton

Department Vision: To inspire the church into service and to man-
age and assist in our involvement in the spread of gospel of Jesus 
Christ, locally and throughout the World

Current Activities:-
Missions disbursements, Church planting, church without walls

CHURCH PLANTING

Activity Leader: none (interim jamie boulton)

Type of Activity: Reach

Aim:  To create a viable and self-sustaining church which shares our vision 
and goals and joins with us in close union, all over the world

When it takes place: could be any time 

Where it takes place: Grace Pentecostal Church Blackburn

Helpers needed to do :- one of or all of the following
• to help with evangelism strategy for the town of Great Harwood
• to create and edit a quarterly newsletter to be sent to all those interested 
in the works at Great Harwood
• Labourers to help with the clearing out and rebuilding

Special requirements: none
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Admin Department
Current Deacon (none) interim is Jamie Boulton

Department Vision: To provide the practical service to allow the 
church’s function of reaching, teaching and keeping to go on, 
through providing a safe and habitable environment, the means 
to communicate to one another and to the outside world and to 
keep us in a legal state through accurate financial records.

Current Activities:-
New building projects, Cleaning, maintenance, caretaking, gar-
dening, Treasurer, Finance team, Social media, website, Newsletter, 
Advertising, Publishing

NEW BUILDING PROJECTS/GARDENING/
MAINTENANCE/CLEANING/CARETAKING

Activity Leader: none (interim jamie boulton)

Type of Activity: Serve

Aim:  Keep the building in a safe and habitable condition for the use of all 
other departments.  

When it takes place: could be any time 

Where it takes place: Grace Pentecostal Church Blackburn

Helpers needed to do :- one of or all of the following
• Cleaners to clean the building regularly
• To help mow the lawn regularly and manage the plant
• to complete the various maintenance jobs listed on the board under 
new project, Gardening, and Maintenance
• to help with regular setting up for the various meetings and their require-
ments

Special requirements: none
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