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Welcome to this issue of “Inspiration” our 
monthly church magazine, designed to keep 
you informed of all that’s going on here at 
Grace.

When ever it comes to the May edition of ‘In-
spiration’ it always makes me take a pause for 
thought. 

For those of you who regularly read the mag-
azine and have followed it since its inception 
then you will be aware that May 18th is the anniversary of my ap-
pointment as Pastor. This time it will be three years. 

Now three years doesn’t sound like a long time but it does feel like 
a long time. For mothers who have had babies those three years 
are the time period between birth and the child going to the free 
childcare spaces many schools offer. For those at high school it’s 
the time period between starting and ending your G.C.S.E.’s and 
for university students it’s the length of time of an undergraduate 
degree. If you think about it in that way then three years can be 
long enough to make a big difference in your life. 

I wonder if you look back on the last three years, every time I an-
nounce this anniversary and ask what has happened in your life. I 
hope for those who have been a part of the church for that time 
or for part of that time, you have felt some change and I hope its 
been a significant one. Because that has been my ambition and 
calling for you all. It was the reason to move away from my fam-
ily, friends, job and city that I loved, because I knew the Lord had 
called me to take the church at Blackburn forward. But, only you 
can answer if you think that is true for you.

For my part I feel as though I have significantly changed and be-
cause of that I am thankful to the Lord. I am thankful also because 
I have seen change in the people of Grace Church and in Grace 
Church itself. A great deal of it has taken me by surprise, which in 
itself is a surprise because it is what I was praying for. 

I remember praying one day in the church and hearing the Lord tell 
me to enquire about how much it would be to replace the heat-
ing. Do you know that it’s a year’s anniversary since that was fit-
ted? The whole process took me by surprise, but why? I obediently 
did as the Lord said He would do, and so did all of you. I think may-
be we were all taken by surprise in how miraculously the £24,000 
was raised; without government grants, entirely from the church, 
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and not at the hands of any one indi-
vidual. I remember signing the con-
tract with Christopher Dunphy Ec-
clesiastical Heating, and thinking to 
myself how quickly this happened. 
But more importantly it made me re-
alise how important it is that I don’t 
speak, suggest or tell, unless first 
prompted to by the Lord. 

Before I came to Blackburn to be the 
Pastor I had spent years applying for 
pastoral jobs, to be told ‘we think you 
have a great application, and that 
you will be called into the ministry, 
but 

this isn’t the place for you’. In the end 
I came to give up, and do as the dis-
ciples and go back fishing (which in 
my case is the insurance industry). 
You can’t make things happen no 
matter how much you want them to. 
Because as important as it is to hear 
from the Lord, it is just as important 
to wait for the timing of the Lord. Of 
course that can be incredibly frus-
trating and most of the time I know 
I act like a petulant child that just 

wants it now. What I’ve learnt though 
is I can kick, scream, cry and shout, 
but the Lord’s timing is perfect and 
when it happens the waiting (and 
the way I waited) becomes insignifi-
cant.

That is what I can really hold on to 
whilst thinking about this three-year 
anniversary. The importance of hear-
ing the Lord speak before I do any-
thing and the importance of patient-
ly waiting for His timing to do what He 
said. But for both of those to be true 
in my life  there has to be a third ele-
ment

ment, which is Faith. It is essential 
that I have faith that the Lord is real. 
It is vital that I believe that the Bible is 
His word and therefore the promises 
in it are real and will come to pass. 
It is crucial that I trust the Lord hears 
prayers and is active, not passive, in 
my life and the life of the whole world, 
in order to bring about the spread-
ing of His gospel. In short it all requires 
faith. I wonder do you believe those 
three things.
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If I am honest with myself I can say 
there are times when I don’t. There 
are times when I do, but it gets a lit-
tle too close to the knuckle and I try 
to take control of the situation. What 
I am thankful for is the Lord’s grace 
with me in these situations as He 
brings me through. 

Recently I read Psalm 72 which is writ-
ten about Christ in the coming Millen-
nial Kingdom. It refers to the end of 
the oppression of the poor, the end to 
social injustice and inequality and it 
tells us all the nations of the world will 
be blessed in the Lord. I’m sure that 
many of us want this, including those 
who don’t believe in the Lord. But 
what the Psalm and indeed the rest 
of scripture show us is, that without 
the Lord’s rule, not just in our hearts, 
but in the world, these things are im-
possible to bring about. One day the 
Lord will return. This is a statement I 
make in faith, based upon what the 
Bible teaches. I cannot make this 
day come any quicker, it will come 
at its appointed time. The only thing I 
know for certain is that the world will 
seem a darker place, and the likeli-
hood that Jesus is returning and the 
promises of Psalm 72 will seem even 
more remote. They say before the 
dawn is the darkest part of the night, 
but it is funny in how many situations  
what is about to happen seems like 
one of the unlikeliest things to hap-
pen. 

As I write this article we have heard of 
what is considered to be one of the 
most remarkable achievements in 
team history. Leicester City have won 
the Premiership title. Now bear with 
me if you’re not a football fan. At the 
start of this season, bookmakers put 

Leicester at 5000/1 and bookmak-
ers don’t lose that’s why there are 
so many working in that odious and 
family destroying industry. To give 
you an idea of how unlikely it was the 
same bookmakers, at the same time 
had Sir Alex Ferguson at 1000/1 to win 
BBC’s strictly come dancing, and he 
wasn’t even a contestant! Yet Leices-
ter have won the title. they have won 
it because some things have gone 
in their favour; some teams have 
self-destructed; the players have all 
played very well and they haven’t 
had major injury issues. What does all 
this say? Well, if we can all use a silly 
illustration like a small club winning 
the biggest prize in English football 
against all expectations, how much 
more, when it seems impossible and 
improbable, will the Lord complete 
His promises.

The truth of the matter is, if the Lord 
has said it, He will do it! The events 
leading up to the situation shouldn’t 
make the blind bit of difference. This 
is where I need my faith to become 
stronger, and that is what I have 
learnt over these last three years. 
How faithful God is, and how faithless 
I can be. In April we did a ‘How to 
pray’ workshop. I have included the 
notes in this magazine for those who 
were unable to make it and would 
like the advice. But the number one 
thing that we learnt about prayer is 
that it builds up your faith. In my case 
I need to pray more, and believe 
more that when the Lord says some-
thing He will do it, regardless of what I 
see with my eyes. I need eyes of faith 
to see what the Lord will do.

When I arrived I prayed for our wor-
ship group, which at the time was 
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just Christine and Carolyn trucked 
in the corner. I prayed that the Lord 
would make worship something that 
was central to our hearts and that 
He would grow the worship group. As 
we look out on the miraculous nature 
of what the Lord has done and the 
story behind how He brought each 
cog together, we can say with cer-
tainty how the Lord answered such 
a prayer. Of course having a larger 
group of musicians isn’t us, a church 
, having a heart for worship, but I 
know that theirs is, and you all have 
a choice to worship, or sit selfishly on 
your hands. But why did the Lord an-
swer that prayer, because I asked 
Him too? Well the answer is both yes 
and no.

‘We have had some 
challenging and ex-
citing years so far. 
We’ve lost people 
we wish would have 
stayed, we have had 
people join us who 
we couldn’t be with-
out;...’
No, because I don’t tell the Lord 
what to do, who am I to tell Him so? 
Yes, because what I prayed for was 
what the bible tells us is something 
we must do, and that is to make the 
Altar where we offer praise to the 
Lord. The first thing we build. 

We have had some challenging and 

exciting years so far. We’ve lost peo-
ple we wish would have stayed, we 
have had people join us who we 
couldn’t be without; we have made 
significant changes to the building 
and gardens, making it warmer and 
more comfortable; we have seen 
significant changes in most of your 
bible knowledge exampled when 
old friends visit, and you realise you 
know so much more than they ex-
pect you to; but most importantly we 
have grown in understanding as to 
what the purpose of a church is. 

When I arrived I felt that this was the 
most diffcult and fundamental cha-
llenge, which some still struggle with, 
What is the church for? This question 
is often coupled with what the Pas-
tors job is and what ours is. I often 
wonder what those who don’t know 
the Lord, such as my own family, think 
my job is to do. 

The title pastor means shepherd, and 
many think that means it is his job to 
make them happy. That the church 
is for us to meet together in order to 
come under one such pastor so he 
has so many sheep to keep hap-
py. I wonder if you think like that, or 
thought like that? I believe we can 
all occasionally revert to this, and I 
must admit I find myself thinking I’m 
supposed to be doing this, and as 
i’m driving to visit someone for no 
particular reason other than they are 
lonely I have to catch myself and say 
“Jamie what are you doing”?

I’m sorry to tell you that neither I as 
the Pastor nor the church are here for 
you at all. We are all here for the Lord, 
and this is why setting up the Altar, 
and knowing our praise and sacrifice 



is heavenward is so vital. We are here 
to serve the Lord, and we meet in a 
church to encourage one another 
to serve the Lord, and my job here 
as the Pastor is to make it possible for 
you to serve the Lord, by training and 
equipping and sometimes by push-
ing you.

Y hG sealfishiess wcalal deteGmcie h w 
y h Gesp id t  thit. 

We have grown to realise the only 
way now is forward and so I look to 
this next year, my fourth year here 
as Pastor and hope we can finally 
squeeze the old life out and live en-
tirely in the truth. 

When I began as Pastor two other 
ministers gave me two pieces of con-
flicting advice. The first told me that it 
isn’t until after four years that you will 
see the changes the Lord tells you to 
bring begin to take root. The second 
told me that four years is all you have 
with a church and then it is time to 
move to the next church. The answer 
to both is, only when the Lord speaks, 
and only in His timing. 

I believe that this is a significant year 
for us, and I believe in March we will 
see why. Let us pray for this coming 
church year, and continue to use this 
one, as we all find how we may strive 
forward.

As always I pray for a blessing on 
those who seek the face of the Lord. 

I would once again like to thank all of 
the contributors to this months issue 
and a special thanks to Vicky for her 
time and effort putting it together. 

Let me encourage you if you do 
have a poem, a testimony or a short 
message you would like to share then 
you can come and see me or email 
it to pastorgracechurchblackburn@
hotmail.co.uk
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once every three months.  The idea is to arrange a day out to en-
able and encourage fellowship within the ladies at Grace and also 
their family and friends. We want to try and build up our relation-
ship with each other and with Jesus.

Our last Grace Outdoors was to the Ramsbottom Chocolate Fes-
tival. Before we set off in cars, as it was Easter I used some mini 
chocolate eggs wrapped in different coloured foil to share some 
important verses.

Red– Jesus died on the cross and gave His blood for our salvation. 
John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that He gave his only be-
gotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life. 

Pcic– The tomb is empty, not containing a dead body but merely 
grave clothes.  Jesus has defeated death and hell. Matthew 28:6 
He is not here; He has risen, just as He said. Come and see the 
place where He lay.

OGiiae– Jesus ascended into heaven. Act 1:9 After He said this, 
He was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid Him from 
their sight.

Whcte – Jesus forgives us, we deserve death for our sins. 1 John 1:9 If 
we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and 
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

 Geei – Jesus helps us grow, He wants us to know God and live as 
mature Christians. I Peter 2:2 As newborn babes, desire the sincere 
milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby;

Yealal w – Jesus invites us to live in heaven, eternal life in heaven is 
our destination after this life. Revelation 21:21 And the twelve gates 
were twelve pearls: every several gate was of one pearl: and the 
street of the city was pure gold, as it were transparent glass.

Although you may wonder what chocolate eggs in all the shops 
has to do with the Christian celebration of Easter and the short an-
swer is not much – there is some important symbolism that we can 
draw on to encourage us. Two such examples are below.

written by lynne haydock
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At the Passover Seder, a hard-boiled 
egg dipped in salt water symbolizes 
both new life and the Passover sac-
rifice offered at the Temple in Jeru-
salem.  The ultimate sacrifice being 
Jesus Christ, the once and for all sac-
rifice. 

The egg is symbolic of the grave and 
life renewed by breaking out of it. The 
red symbolizes the blood of Christ 
redeeming the world, represented 
by the egg, and our regeneration 
through the blood shed for us by 
Christ. We can think of the egg itself 
as a symbol of the Resurrection while 
being dormant it contains a new life 
sealed within.

After this little talk we set off in two 
cars to the little village of Ramsbot-
tom.  The first challenge was finding 
somewhere to park as some of the 
streets surrounding the place were 
cordoned off but it all added to the 

fun.

The main street was full of stalls sell-
ing home made chocolates and 
lots more food besides.  It also gave 
us ladies to chance to have a look 
around some of the shops that the 
village offered that were more unu-
sual than the usual towns present.

We split off into small groups and 
spent time going around the stalls 
and the shops.  After a while we met 
up as a full group and tried to find 
somewhere to have a coffee togeth-
er. Unfortunately because it was busy 
and there were nine of us we couldn’t 
find somewhere to sit together.

The weather kept nice for us all after-
noon and it was nice to look at some 
of the more curious items that the 
stall holders had made for example 
giant cupcakes and sample some of 
the fresh produce.

Our next trip will probably be in June 
and will hopefully contain a picnic 
(weather dependent).  Keep an eye 
out for a poster / advert in the mag-
azine for details.

If anybody has any ideas of where 
we could go next please let me know.  
We always try to make the trips differ-
ent and also keep the costs down to 
a minimum to enable as many ladies 
to attend as possible. 
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The actor and the signs of judgement. (Ezekiel 4 &5)

Risk is a strategy board game.  The object of the game is to con-
trol armies and capture territories from other players.  Drawing an 
outline of the city of Jerusalem on a brick, then setting up siege 
against it….hmmm, this is what the Lord asked Ezekiel to do.  Play 
toy soldiers…..but this was no game!  Verse 3 of chapter 4 tells of a 
plate of separation, between Ezekiel and the city.  Imagine being 
asked to act out an impending doom and judgement!  Well, that 
is one thing but trying doing it when you are struck dumb!  A mime 
artist!  That is exactly what Ezekiel was asked to do.

It doesn’t matter what men say – God is going to do it!  Just as 
the brick shows the siege that will take place on Jerusalem so the 
plate shows the hardships that come with divine judgement; when 
destruction comes on the city God will not be there to bail them 
out.  Ezekiel is asked to depict the invisible aggressor; which in real-
ity are the Babylonians.  He was making the invisible, the hand of 
God, visible.  God is involved in humanity, He is moving according 
to His will.  Even if Ezekiel wanted to plead aloud on behalf of God’s 
people – God made him dumb!

If that wasn’t enough, Ezekiel changes role and becomes the vic-
tim.  He has to lie on his left side for 390 days – bearing the sin of 
the house of Israel.   Then lie for 40 days on his right side – bearing 
the sin of the house of Judah.  The number 40 has quite a signifi-
cance especially in the book of Numbers.  It is the time of testing, 
the number of years in the wilderness wanderings.  Add the two 
numbers together (390+40) and you find the total number of years 
the Israelites where in Egypt, Exodus 12:41.  While Ezekiel was bear-
ing (symbolically) the sins, judgement was still coming.  Jesus bore 
our sins so that we are not judged.  It reminded me that Old Testa-
ment sacrifices did not take away the sin, Hebrews 10:3-4; they are 
for remembrance of sin.  The sacrifices, the law of God, the temple 
ceremonies were to remind God’s people of their sin.  It shows just 
how much in need of a Saviour/Redeemer we are.

So we see Ezekiel bound up, lying on his side for days on end!  If that 
is not bad enough he was on a starvation diet.  8oz of lentils, grains, 
barley, wheat mixed with a little liquid and formed into cakes….but 
wait for it……it was to be cooked on……faeces!  What?  Oh please!  
Can you imagine!  No, no don’t imagine.  Ezekiel, the priest, who 
was not to eat anything defiled or unclean, by obeying the Lord 

written by christine morris
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had just made himself ceremonially 
unclean.

So let’s recap, their sins were to be 
judged.   Jerusalem is going to be 
under siege from the Babylonians, 
and God would not be their get out 
clause.  A famine was coming too.  
There was already a famine in their 
lives. A famine of God’s word, be-
cause the people were defiled, they 
were ceremonially unclean.  How 
awful to have to do this…but how 
awful is sin?

It seems that Ezekiel is doing every-
thing a priest shouldn’t.  In chapter 5 
we see him shaving off his hair.  In Isai-
ah 7 we read of the coming judge-
ment too, but in verse 20 it says this, 
‘In the same day the Lord will shave 
with a hired razor’. God will hire a ra-
zor. That razor, the Babylonians, will 
take judgement on His people. Eze-
kiel’s hair is divided into 3 parts:

•	 One	part	is	burnt	–	1/3rd	of		
 Judah is burnt in the city in the  
 siege

•	 One	part	is	thrown	into	the	air		
 and cut with a sword –  
 repre senting those outside the  
 city who would be killed in exile

•	 One	part	is	thrown	to	the	wind			
  scattered all over the world

But as we read in verse 3, there is 
a tiny amount of hair that is saved 
;in the hem of his garment.  What 
a wonderful image that brings.  A 
remnant; a small remnant will come 
back in God’s garment.  Even though 
judgement was coming there was 
still hope.  Although they were going 

through an awful judgement, at the 
end of it will be a new exodus. There 
would be a day when God’s aban-
donment would lift from the peo-
ple.  The rainbow of Ezekiel chapter 
1 would become a reality through all 
the clouds of judgement.

The children of Israel are guilty of 
the sin mentioned in Leviticus 26…it 
is a breach of the covenant.  They 
have broken their side of the agree-
ment.  They not only failed to live up 
to God’s standard, but they couldn’t 
even attain a higher standard than 
the nations around them!  Israel was 
meant to be a light to the nations, 
their light was being put out.  Even 
though there has never been a peo-
ple throughout all time that has been 
able to keep His covenant in Leviticus 
26; Jesus came and perfectly fulfilled 
the covenant and because He takes 
the curse, we get the blessing.

What can we learn from this?

1. That God told Ezekiel to carry  
 this drama out.  Make sure our  
 methods are ordained by Him.  
 1 Corinthians 1:21

2. The message overtook the mes 
 senger.  It dominated His life.

3. Just as Jerusalem was 
 abandoned by God because  
 of their sin; Jesus was 
 abandoned on Calvary so  
 that  I can go free!  Our sins  
 are gone!

4. We don’t need to act anything  
 out; we are just called to tell  
 people what has happened.   
 What is done.  The transforma-



 tion in our lives….we need to  
 live it.

Have all the gimmicks brought into 
the church brought a great awaken-
ing?  NO!  God’s chosen method is 
the life of God in me.  The Living God 
living in me.  

God will be seen in the lives of His chil-
dren when they love one another, lay 
down their lives for one another and 
have a heart for the lost.

Next time…..you can run but you 
can’t hide.
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“It Is The L Gd!”

Jesus said to her, ‘Give me a drink” (John 4:7).  How many of us are 
expecting Jesus Christ to quench our thirst when we should be sat-
isfying Him!  We should be pouring out our lives, investing our total 
beings, not drawing on Him to satisfy us.  “You shall be witnesses to 
Me...” (Acts 1:8).  That means lives of pure, uncompromising, and 
unrestrained devotion to the Lord Jesus, which will be satisfying to 
Him wherever He may send us.  

Beware of anything that competes with your loyalty to Jesus Christ.  
The greatest competitor of true devotion to Jesus is the service we 
do for Him.  It is easier to serve than to pour out our lives completely 
for Him.  

The goal of the call of God is His satisfaction, not simply that we 
should do something for Him.  We are not sent to do battle for God, 
but to be used by God in His battles.  

Are we more devoted to service than we are to Jesus Christ Him-
self?

I praise You for that word - “Like as a father pitieth his children, so 
the Lord pitieth them that fear Him.”  How I realise that I owe noth-
ing to Your severity but all to Your love.  Oh, that Your love and 
gentleness and patience toward me were expressed through me 
to others!

monthly devotional - oswald chambers

Aid Th mis iisweGed iid sicd t  Hcm, 
“ y L Gd iid my   d!”

J hi 20:28
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written by david lambert

Thanks again, everyone for all your continued support for Missions 
in 2016.  Please pray for and support  our mission meetings during  
2016.  We have two possible visits remaining before the end of July 
and our year of sowing. 

The next visit in the Grace diary will be from Sasha and Sara (AOG 
Serbia) on Sunday July 1Oth at 6pm. I realise that some of you may 
not be aware that Sara is a former member of the church and has 
been in Serbia for some time working as a missionary there. Sara 
had an initial call to this area in the early 1990’s and, after meeting 
Sasha at Bible school, has served the Lord there ever since some-
times in diffcult c ircumstances. P lease a sk m e i f you would l ike.  
any further information. Their last visit to Grace was in July 2014 so 
we are looking forward to a challenging update having supported 
their ministry in prayer and finance since 1999.

Please pray that we will have a challenging and suitable contact 
for the remaining visit for this church year planned to take place 
before the end of August.   We have a visit from Ian and Sarah 
Hodgeson and their girls on Sunday August 07th at 10.30am they 
are on their first furlong from Cambodia you will remember their 
visit to us on 1/06/14 when they were preparing to leave the UK. It 
will be interesting and a challenge to hear how they are progress-
ing with language development in the diffcult Khmer dialect and  
how God has provided for all their many outgoings and needs. 
They have fond and warm memories of us from the last visit so and 
I know you will make them equally welcome this time. I receive 
regular mailings from them and always include them in the half 
year giving so the church has already supported their work and 
prayerfully sown into Cambodia ministries via the mission’s prayer 
meeting and your personal prayers.  If you are interested in a pre-
visit info update don’t hesitate to ask.

The third date in the diary will be Martin Dudgeon’s visit on Sunday 
evening October 30th 6pm with an insight into India.

Please do take time to look at the display in the missionary section 
that relates to two of our own missionaries  Lawrence and Marga-
ret Livesey;  who went from Grace to serve the Lord in India in 1935 
when they were then both around aged 30. They had to stand in 
faith for most of their support and relied totally on God there but, 
when they finally left to return home back to Lancashire, there were 

17
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over 800 churches planted from their 
faithful labours and often sheer hard 
manual work.  In 2016 the testimony 
of their work continues in India.  I can 
remember often making visits to and 
picking them up for church from their 
humble flat around 1989/94;not far 
from Grace church when they were 
both in their mid to late eighties.  
One always left it with a great feel-
ing of being totally blessed by them 
they would pray and give a word in 
season/scripture to you. As it is said it 
is not what people say but how they 
make you feel that makes the great-
est impression.  They were truly pray-
ing people and by then were devot-
ing their frail and aged bodies to a 
long daily prayer list.   It was a very big 
honour to have known them when I 
look back on it now; real spiritual gi-
ants and a real solid  foundational 
experience for my early Pentecostal 
life.  There was always a rich sweet 
smelling savour of the Lord in that flat; 
quite memorable and it made a last-
ing impression on me.   If the Livesey’s 
were here now you, as a member of 
our small church here at Grace, 
would certainly have been on that 
list and all your circumstances would 
have been known to them as they in-
terceded daily for you as they did for 
the work in India and beyond.

On their final return from India 
around 1977 and by then already 
into his early 70’s Lawrence built the 
Oswaldwistle Church mostly himself, 
after the builder pulled out.  He had 
always been practical in this way in 
his ministry in India supervising and 
helping the Tamil converts to build 
many churches there and even his 
own brick house. Margaret carefully 
tended to the sick and needy with 

medical help and ministry.  Prior to 
their own India calling he had been 
employed in engineering on High-
field Road (The building is still there) 
whilst Margaret was a local mill work-
er. In his 1956-60  tenure as our own 
Pastor and, prior to his return to S 
India,Lawrence would help out our 
various members of Zion by doing 
physical work  jobs plumbing, build-
ing or inother practical ways.  

Today Mrs and Mrs Livesey both lie 
together up at Pleasington cemetery 
close to the building.  They like many 
other Grace/Zion church and other 
Christian saints up there are await-
ing the coming resurrection.  They 
are buried in Mrs Livesey’s family plot 
there but their own names are not 
carved  on the marble headstone, as 
was their own wish, they did not wish 
or seek to be honoured  at all here 
on earth they just sought to prayer-
fully serve their Saviour whilst the time 
still allowed it, such was their manner 
and spirit filled lifestyle.  When Law-
rence occasionally gave the word 
here on a Sunday you could feel 
the glory comedown on the church.   
They were really great doers of the 
work both practically and spiritually 
until time ran out here on earth.  They 
didn’t have much of this world and 
its ways and goods but they had so 
more much treasure.  It is indeed a 
very great testimony and legacy of 
Christian service to us all to use and 
measure our limited time here wise-
ly and with much fear and indeed 
trembling before the Lord until that 
day when He comes or calls.   

If you would like to join our missions 
covenant scheme for £24 a year or 
£2 a month then please ask me or 



  collect one of the forms on the mis-
sions table you can start any month.

I have also continued writing letters 
of encouragement to every AOG 
missionary.  AOG currently have 71 
individuals on the field most of whom 
are in couples.   If you want to join in 
you only need to write, or at the very 
least pray for a minute, a short let-
ter of encouragement and I will post 
to the missionary along with mine. It 
shouldn’t take more than ten minutes 
you will be blessed by doing it. If you 
can pen such a letter then the May 
deadline to pass them on is Sunday 
22nd.

This month it is, Nicolas & Amanda 
Alvarado (Panama) Apartado 0301-
2694, 02691 COLON, Panama.  I do 
hope, that someone will be able to 
add a letter to mine soon and break 

the ice and bless one of our mission-
aries. I have included the full address 
again this month should you feel dis-
posed to write privately. 

Perhaps I can also again encourage 
you to pray earnestly for the suffering 
church whose needs are greater now 
than ever before this is due to the rise 
of so called ISIL activism in many ar-
eas of the world. Reports do indicate 
that ISIL on the ground in Syria and 
Iraq is greatly depleted now. Please 
pray that those still involved will see 
dreams of Jesus as they live in the 
constant fear of continuous air strikes. 

The next mission’s prayer meeting 
will be on Tuesday May 3rd 2016 @ 
7.30pm when you will have the op-
portunity to bring these and the 
many other overseas missions issues 
before the Lord.   

  

Sishi & SiGi Vcticci - 10th Jhaly 2016 @ 6pm

The H daes is - 7th Ahahst 2016 @ 10:30im

AsciLcic - 30th Oit keG 2016 @ 6pm

mcssc is dites of G y hG dciGy
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written by david lambert

ShmmiGy 
Alan Benson a missionary from our own church here in Blackburn 
has been arrested by a group of Japanese invading soldiers and 
is about to charged and then tortured.  He is accused of being a 
spy this true story is set in China during the early part of the Sec-
ond World War.  Alan begins to endure a period of painful and 
vindictive torture during which his faith in the Lord is his sustaining 
strength. Alan is charged as a spy and the torture is continued and 
enhanced in more deeper and more painful ways but Alan sticks 
to his guns despite the pressure being brought to bear on him by 
his cruel captors.  Despite sustained and diverse affliction over a 
defined period Alan holds fast and declares this faith and urges his 
cruel captors to repent and be saved.  “God cannot help you!” 
was the Japanese assertion however, our missionary maintains his 
steadfast stand for Christ throughout. Alan is now subjected to the 
dreadful and humiliating water torture designed as another painful 
method of extracting a confession; this continued for a number of 
days.  Rather than become weaker he gains strength and forbear-
ance as he calls upon the Lord despite being at his lowest ebb. 

He resists putting his associates in danger and his daily portion of 
prayer and God’s grace suffces allowing him to endure the very  
worst of conditions.   Amazingly, the Japanese request prayer  but 
it only serves as an opportunity to further humiliate our missionary. 
The true testimony of this experience is that Alan finds the Lord to 
be a true source of strength in that he is able to endure and tri-
umph over the adversity before him.  

Subtle familial methods are then used to try and break Alan’s spirit 
but it was a cruel trick engineered by relentlessly wicked minds.  
The Japanese attempt auto suggestion as a trick. Our missionary 
graphically describes the conditions of his captivity and its limi-
tations and lack of basic comforts.  Bathtime  proved to be an 
endurance test both physically and mentally once again death 
seemed nearby but the word of God was a joy, peace and a suc-
cour. When every single earthly thing and hope was lost he found 
deep joy in Jesus Christ.  There was the opportunity to witness to a 
Chinese communist offcial this was mostly conducted using small
strips of paper this man became a Christian and began to effec-
tively witness such that others also became Christians. Alan ask 
again are you the reader a Christian have you come to Christ do 
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you truly know Him in your heart.  
There are now some regular, surprise 
very short visits from Alan’s wife. He is 
also presented with a letter that had 
apparently been found in the Yang-
tze river.  It was in fact a letter from the 
UK that contained the word Hallelu-
jah. (Praise the Lord).  This had con-
fused the Japanese and they were 
disappointed that it was something 
they could not hold against him and 
point towards him being a spy.  At this 
point Alan is advised that he will be 
shot the following morning however 
this did not immediately take place. 
Although Alan completely accepted 
this as God’s plan he was made to 
linger for two nights which was trau-
matic and stressful then the threat 
was lifted although he was told that 
he would eventually be executed 
but they didn’t know when! 

A Manchurian interpreter takes a 
great risk to give Alan a new reason 
for hope he felt like the Lord was on 
his side for certain. Alan is exposed 
to some new tricks to make him con-
fess but he is not compromised in the 
least. This infuriates his captors who 
are desperate for a confession or 
they will and be accused of failure 
and therefore lose their honour.  

PiGt 18 -    mmhicst PGcs ieGs Gejeit 
the   speal          
One day in my cell I was joined by 
five communist prisoners. I began to 
witness to them but this was limited 
at first due to Japanese guards con-
stantly monitoring us. After a couple 
of days witness they became angry 
with me and even insolent. As com-
munist military prisoners they would 
eventually be executed so this en-

couraged me to witness even more. 
One day they were marched off in a 
line to see the Prison chief I thought 
that was end for them so I shouted as 
they went away that they must ac-
cept Christ. However, later on they 
all came back saying that it was only 
for a few hours then they would all 
be free. I told them it was a lie and 
they would be shot they just laughed 
at me.  After quite a nice lunch with 
more rice and cigarettes they were 
again marched  away in their view 
to freedom. I shouted again about 
the need to repent but they laughed 
saying they are free now. Later I 
heard they had been executed. I 
was greatly saddened by this inci-
dent. A few years later after my re-
lease and before the end of the war, 
I had the opportunity to witness to 
some American airman and relate 
this story. Many them repented and 
gave their life to Christ. The next day 
in one of the great air raids into Ger-
many after D- day a good number 
were shot down and killed.  Jesus 
clearly teaches us that He is the way, 
the truth and the only mediator be-
tween God and man and that you 
need to repent and be saved whilst 
there is still time.   Now is the time to 
do it don’t put it off for a minute. 

Next time:

Part 19 -  A Further Trial by a Military 
Court 
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On Thursday the 28th April we had a ‘How to pray workshop’. It was 
a good evening and many who wanted to come, but couldn’t, 
requested that they may have the notes. I decided to type them 
up so that they could be available for all to read. I hope you enjoy 
and get a lot out of the workshop notes. My hope is that you find 
it liberating and challenging, as well as a practical way of coming 
to prayer.

Introduction
The aim isn’t to teach you how to pray, but to instruct you on what 
the scriptures teach about prayer. This will not be an exhaustive 
teaching on the subject, indeed there are many books written 
which share so much for it. But in that plethora of books there is also 
much nonsense which has been written; much confusion on the 
subject; and in some cases great inaccuracies. The purpose there-
fore is to give you practical principles in which you can take from 
the good and avoid the bad, whilst also growing in prayer yourself. 

Although there is much poor teaching on the subject, that isn’t 
usually peoples issue with the subject. The common issue or com-
plaint that people give is one of four things: 

1. I don’t know what to say

2. I don’t know if I’m saying it right or doing it right

3. I am scared of saying it out loud in case I pray something I   
 shouldn’t pray for

4. Other people seem to pray longer and better prayers to me

I wonder if you can identify with any of those points? Today we are 
going to give you a solution to these questions as well as answering 
our 4 key components. 

1. What is the point if the Lord knows everything anyway?

2. What is the difference between private and corporate prayer?

3. What is intercession?

4. What should I be praying for and what shouldn’t I be 
 praying for?23
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W Gcsheets
Get yourself a piece of paper and a 
pen or pencil. I would like you to use 
this as a worksheet to make notes 
whilst you are reading through the 
article. from time to time I will refer 
back to this worksheet and give you 
a couple of tasks to do on. At the end 
of the article my aim is for that work-
sheet to contain a list of somethings 
that you can continue to pray for. 

To begin with I would like you to list all 
of the things you currently either pray 
for or intend to pray for.

1, The impetus to pray if the Lord 
knows everything

Like the other two of our workshop 
series; prayer, evangelism and study-
ing the Bible all need to begin with 
an impetus within you to want to do 
it. 

So why would you want to pray? 
What is the purpose? Ultimately, what 
is prayer?

This is a key question and we must re-
member that we are never expected 
to do something without first knowing 
the reason for it, not necessarily what 
its impact might be. 

The first question is, should we be 
praying at all?

1 Thessial iciis 5:17
R miis 12:12
  al ssciis 4:2. 

What we glean from that are the 
words ‘continue’ and ‘without ceas-
ing’.

Continue = proskartereo = meaning 
to be devoted to the task. ‘Pros’ the 
Greek word found at the beginning 
of this word means to go forward, so 
its driving forward, devoted to the 
task

Without ceasing = Ad ee al ipe toce, 
= meaning without interruption. 

We can look at these three scriptures 
and hear those words, continue and 
without ceasing and feel that it is 
somewhat impractical. Even if you 
don’t take those words as literal, they 
certainly can seem very daunting, 
especially if you have never or rarely 
spend time in prayer.

What do these statements mean? 

•	 To	 pray	 continually	 means	 to	
be devoted to the idea of praying.
It’s something we cling to as an idea. 

•	 To	do	it	without	ceasing	doesn’t	
mean always pray, but not to have 
a gap in your prayer life. Be regular 
in your habits, (this is subjective to 
the individual, one may pray once 
a month, keep that up, another may 
pray once a day, the point is don’t 
do less than you do now).

These statements are made as gen-
eral comments by Paul to the church 
in reference to the tasks of everyday 
Christian life. They are not things we 
are required to do by rule and it is 
important that we know this, so they 
don’t conform to a standard model. 
To pray without an interrupting peri-
od in our lives, where we decide not 
to pray, (we don’t fast prayer) and 
to be devoted to the task of it, these 
are ideals for us all to aspire to.

24



The answer to the question is yes, 
we should all be praying. It should 
be something we are devoted to do 
and not something we stop doing 
for a period of time. What do you do 
now? Make a decision to do no less 
and make the effort to do more, as 
you feel more able. 

What does the word prayer mean? 
What actually is it? This takes us to our 
second question:

What does it mean‘pray’?

The three scriptures previously men-
tioned, all contained the word pray 
and it is the Greek word (prosyook-
homeahee) but it is not the only word 
which is translated pray or prayer in 
the Bible. In the Old Testament there 
are 11 words for pray and in the New 
Testament there are 5. The New Tes-
tament is obviously in Greek and in 
the Old Testament they are Hebrew 
words. 

Like love, which we know has several 
words all describing different aspects 
of love, convey the real meaning 
of the love being expressed. ‘Pray’ 
is similar. In other words, the English 
word ‘pray’ contains 16 different ele-
ments of prayer, each used individu-
ally in the scriptures. It is easy to see 
when we amalgamate them a multi-
faceted activity into one word why it 
becomes, for many people, such an  
overwhelming task. 

These 16 words adequately teach 
us what the word ‘pray’ means, be-
cause we encompass all these vari-
ous facets of prayer into one word. 
Because there are various words, 
what we pick up on is the fact that 
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there are many different types of 
praying, many different ways to pray 
and prayer doesn’t need to be all of 
them at once.

Therefore, there is no adequate for-
mula to the correct prayer and ac-
ronyms such as P.R.A.Y. are not a rule 
of thumb (Praise, Repent, Ask, Yield). 
Let’s have a look at what these 16 
definitions are, by first telling you 
there are really only 15. 

The word most often used for pray in 
the Old Testament, sometimes says 
‘beseech’, is not in reference to God 
at all but is used between two peo-
ple as a sort of statement, meaning 
‘I hope you do something’. The word 
is Naw and it has nothing to do with 
prayer in anyway. It shouldn’t really 
be translated prayer, because it has 
no reference to God. It isn’t even a 
way of saying I will pray that you do 
something. It’s just a strong way of 
saying you need to do this. 

What this highlights is the idea of say-
ing ‘I will pray for you’. It can easily 
become a meaningless gesture, like 
a form of Christian tourette’s which 
we naturally say, yet have little in-
tention of praying. Not that I think 
the word naw was ever meant to be 
translated as pray, but the transla-
tors did this because in English it is an 
idiom we would use. It has actually 
nothing to do with prayer and what 
is most remarkable is that this is the 
most used phrase for prayer in the 
Bible. So discounting that, what are 
the 15 definitions:

1. Paw lal = to intercede on be-
half of someone to God, (Abimelech 
and Abraham)
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2. Awthar = To make a supplica-
tion to the Lord (to worship)

3. Be haw = to ask

4. Tefil law = a generic term which 
means the act of praying be it inter-
cession or supplication

5. Chanan = to seek after mercy

6. Tsel aw = the physical act of 
praying which is visible to others

7. Paw Gah = violently forced or 
coerced (used as a teaching that 
prayer isn’t this!)

8.  Baw Kar = to enquire, search or 
seek

9. See Akh = to have a conversa-
tion with 

10. Shaw al = to make a request

The  Geec

11. Pross yoo Kom ahee = to wor-
ship and supplicate

12. Dheh om ahee = to beg and 
make a request

13. Parakaleo = to have a conver-
sation with

14. Erotaho = to ask a question of

15. Yoo Kohm Ahee = the general 
use or act of praying. 

Now I hope that almost immediately 
a weight of personal expectation on 
what your prayer life is supposed to 
be has been lifted. When we read 

statements as we read in Romans, 
Thessalonians and Colossians, we 
can bog ourselves down and feel 
absolutely lost and helpless. We often 
get bogged down in prayer, It seems 
like a tremendous burden of expec-
tation. But now you know, prayer is all 
of these things (and in one case not). 
It doesn’t need to be all of those 
things together.

W Gcsheet – go through your list, put 
the number next to each one of your 
prayers that corresponds to the list 
just given. 

•	 Do	you	have	any	you	can’t		
 classify? If so, should they be  
 on your list?

•	 Do	you	feel	like	there	is	more		
 you can add to your list? Add  
 them now.

Right let’s just take stock for a mo-
ment. We have discussed that we 
are all called to pray. It should be 
something we are devoted to and 
something we don’t have a period 
of time not doing (this is subjective). 
We now know that prayer is a mul-
tifaceted thing rather than just one 
thing. 

Now the question is: what is the point 
of praying?

At this point I could say because the 
Bible tells us too, so just do it! That is 
true, and the reason, but we all know 
that the Lord wants us to understand 
what He asks us to do. As it teaches 
in John, saying ‘a servant does as 
he is told, but a friend knows why he 
does it. ‘



There are some crazy ideas out there 
about prayer. 

Some people think that unless we 
pray God can’t act. I have no idea 
where people can even come to 
such a statement! Especially when 
there are countless points in case of 
the Lord acting in opposition to what 
man wanted, and equally as many 
as the Lord acting without anyone 
agreeing at all. 

We also know that since the Lord 
knows the end from the beginning, 
we aren’t informing Him of things 
He doesn’t already know. Which in-
cludes our feelings and thoughts. 

Finally, we know that the Lord has 
predetermined all things. In other 
words, He knows all things because 
He knows what is going to happen. 
Therefore, since it’s already decided, 
long before creation even began, 
can we change God’s mind?

Now those 3 questions and state-
ments could take us hours of study-
ing, so I just want to give a very brief 
overview to answer the simple ques-
tion, what is the point of praying?

Do we order God about? 
Lhce 11:5-13 

We know from this text that we are not 
ordering God about. The household-
er did not give because he asked, 
but because he was bold to ask. He 
was without shame to ask  because 
his need was great. The parable is 
applied to everyone and then af-
fixed to the idea of seeking the good 
gifts of God. In the parable, the man 
realised he couldn’t meet his own 

need. That the one who he went to 
could meet his need, and only He 
can meet his need and most impor-
tantly that He is a friend.

In prayer we must remember the 
need is not the Lord’s, the need is our 
own. When we have become aware 
of our need, know that we cannot 
meet the need, that the need must 
be met; that only the Lord can meet 
it and that we count the Lord as 
friend. Then we become shameless 
in our asking. For only He is able. 

The reason we take away from this 
parable, for the point of praying is be-
cause only He can meet the need. 
So to pray with persistence and with 
impudence, is to build our own faith 
in the knowledge that God is able to 
do what we aren’t able to and that 
when He does, it was He who did it. 

This also teaches us something on 
the other side of requests to the Lord. 
If you can already meet the need, 
if you have the means (which have 
entirely been given by the Lord) why 
are you praying? The Lord has al-
ready met the need, now have works 
with your faith. 

W Gcsheet – cross off your list the 
things you could already meet your-
self. 

Why talk to God when he knows eve-
rything? 

Rather than give you a scripture here, 
my reference to you is the book, Song 
of Solomon, which is a love story be-
tween the Lord and the church. Yet 
it’s in such a language that it is inde-
cipherable, unless you seek after the 
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Lord by understanding His word bet-
ter. As you do, you begin to commu-
nicate with the Lord. 

This communication is represented 
as one between lovers, both equally 
desperate for the day of their con-
summation. Now that’s hard to com-
prehend but realise, that the Lord is 
looking to return for you, as much as 
we are waiting Him to return for us.

Yet the Bible tells us that Jesus knew 
us before we were even knit in our 
mothers wombs, but what do we 
know of the Lord? Well the scripture 
says, ‘no one has plummeted the 
depths of the knowledge of God.’ 

Again, prayer isn’t to inform God of 
something He doesn’t know. In this 
relationship, you’re the one who 
doesn’t know things and so as we 
study and communicate, we come 
to know Him better, not academical-
ly but as Beloved. 

If everything is predetermined why 
pray? 
Lhce 18:1-8 

The parable is a negative compari-
son; if such an unrighteous one would 
do it because he has been worn 
down and so for His own sake, peace 
and sanity wouldn’t the Lord, who 
doesn’t think selfishly, and doesn’t 
need to be worn down, will He not 
answer the prayer if it is right? 

Of course He will, the Lord always an-
swers the prayer. The reason to pray 
is found in verse 1, so you don’t faint, 
so you constantly remember, (like 
the parable of the impudent prayer) 
only the Lord can answer the prayer. 

The purpose of praying it,  is not to 
convince God to change His mind 
but for you to learn in all faith, where 
your help comes from. We must 
be persistent and continual in our 
prayers, so that our own faith is built 
up, that Christ alone can answer 
prayer. Without faith, it is impossible 
to please the Lord.

The PhGp se  of pGiyeG thei, cs t  
teiih hs Ficth, t  teiih hs wheGe  hG 
healp iii i me ofG m, iid t  aet hs 
t  khcald  hG Gealitc ishcp wcth the L Gd, 
thit we miy ci w Hcm ketteG. It iii 
ke i miiy ofiieted thcia, ct mhst ke 
s methcia we iGe dev ted t  iid ct 
mhst ke i GeahaliG hikct, i t st pped.

2, What is the difference be-
tween private and corporate 
prayer?

Prayer is prayer. Whether it is in pri-
vate or whether it is together. What 
I mean by that is, that there isn’t a 
special kind of praying that Is differ-
ent to what we have just discussed. 

Prayer is multifaceted but it’s still the 
same prayer. So why do we have 
prayer meetings? Why do we pray 
together at the start of meetings or 
other Christian endeavours? Why 
might we say a prayer of thanksgiv-
ing (grace) over our food?

The first question we must ask then is:

Is corporate prayer actually in the bi-
ble?
Aits 1:12-14 

The first thing that they did when Je-
sus had ascended to the Father. They 
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had a prayer meeting, where it tells 
us they prayed and gave supplica-
tions (worship).

Aits 12:5 & 12 

When Peter had been arrested, they 
all came together in one place to 
pray one kind of prayer. This gives us 
two examples of corporately pray-
ing, but for different reasons. So we 
know that praying together is cer-
tainly sanctioned and that it can be 
for a variety of reasons

What is the point of public prayer? 

From Jesus teaching on the sermon 
on the mount is a warning about 
public prayer.  itthew 6:5-6. Does 
this mean that we shouldn’t be pray-
ing in public? 

The answer comes back to why we 
are praying at all. Clearly in terms of 
who Jesus is talking about, a show of 
piety was the point of the Pharisees 
prayer, rather than anything to do 
with the Lord. This clearly isn’t pray-
ing, it’s self-glorification. Only One 
should get glory and any prayer that 
isn’t in anyway dedicated heaven-
wards, by definition, isn’t prayer. 

However, praying in front of others as 
an example isn’t wrong at all. Dii-
ceal 6:8-11. So what is the difference 
between the Pharisees and Daniel? 
The answer is who the prayer is too. 
Daniel may have been showing the 
satraps that he was praying, but He 
wasn’t praying for that purpose. He 
was earnestly seeking the Lord. 

The Matthew verse is talking about 
rewards and the Pharisees wanted 

the reward of being praised for their 
prayers. Daniel wanted to pray and 
it was now illegal. So now he wanted 
to show that he was not ashamed of 
the Lord and the Lord came first re-
gardless. 

As we have seen, prayer is meant to 
be about strengthening your relation-
ship with the Lord. When it becomes 
so earnest that you can pray in a sit-
uation because that is what we do. 
For who else is there to answer it? You 
can do it regardless of those around 
you. This is because you have grown 
into a relationship with God, but more 
so, to those who may witness such 
a thing, they see that you earnestly 
seek help from God in all things. 

So public praying is another way of 
strengthening your ties with the Lord. 
It is also a way of showing to others 
you have the need to ask another for 
help and that your help comes from 
the Lord. 

So what’s the point of corporate 
prayer?

Now all that being said, the question 
raises to us why come together to 
pray. 

The answer to this is very simple. 
Look at Aits 12:12 again, they gath-
ered together to pray for a common 
cause. 

 itthew 18:19-20 tells us; it is about 
coming together in agreement on 
a subject. in other words, corporate 
prayer is where we can come to-
gether in agreement and say ‘Amen’ 
to one another’s prayers, meaning I 
agree. We should Amen one anoth-
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er’s prayer, if they are a right prayer. 
The reason to pray together over a 
common cause, is because some-
one else may pray for some aspect 
of the issue you hadn’t thought of. In 
the many heads, all bases may be 
covered, all avenues explored, faith 
for the whole, through the collective 
seeking of the body of Christ. 

Yet the off shoot of all that and the 
true purpose of coming together to 
pray, the very many facets of prayer, 
is for ‘iron to sharpen iron.’ 

For this to work there is one obvious 
requirement, the prayers need to 
be verbally spoken. That also means 
that if you have prayers that can’t be 
verbally spoken, then you also need 
to spend time away from the prayer 
meetings, to pray. 

Corporate and private prayer are 
not an either or, they should both ex-
ist in your life. 

W Gcsheet - Mark on your prayer list 
which are appropriate for a corpo-
rate setting and which aren’t.

What is the difference between pri-
vate and corporate prayer? 

Corporate prayer is to encourage 
and challenge one another, but 
must be directed heavenwards to 
give glory only to God. Therefore, it 
requires the participants to pray out 
loud. 

What is intercession?

Intercession is exactly what it says on 
the tin, but people seem to make it 
more than it is. Often intercession is 

claimed as the work of only profes-
sional prayers, who have mastered 
the art of praying in the old King 
James. It is not only an intimidating 
subject to the new prayer but more 
often is a closed off group, to which 
only the elite are invited to. This is of 
course utter nonsense, we are all 
called to be intercessors. 

The word for Intercession in the He-
brew is ‘Paw lal’ and it means to 
stand between man and God. In the 
New Testament is ‘en-toong-Khan-o’. 
It wasn’t one of our words for prayer 
because every instance of it is God 
or the Holy Spirit interceding for us. 

We are a royal Priesthood, we don’t 
need someone to intercede on our 
behalf, because, HekGews 7:25-28, 
Christ intercedes for us. We all can 
go directly to Him, without needing 
a Pastor, or shaman like Christian to 
get our prayers answered. 

Does that mean that there is no such 
thing as intercession? 

Well let’s have a look at two cases in 
the Old testament; J k 1:5 and Dii-
ceal 9:3-19. What do we learn from 
them? 

They didn’t save the people they 
were praying for, like Christ does for 
us. instead they prayed for a reconcil-
iation, of which we are ambassadors 
between those they prayed for and 
the Lord. Daniel reminded the Lord 
of the promise of scripture, but also 
remembered that he knew it was not 
a right to these things but a gift via a 
promise made by the Lord to Israel. 
The point in both of their prayers was 
to please God. 
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They stood in the gap. 

Today interceding is when you pray 
for others when they can’t or won’t 
pray for themselves. You stand in the 
gap between them and God, but 
for the purpose of bringing them to 
God. When we pray for someone 
to be healed, which is probably the 
most common form of intercessory 
prayer, why are we praying it? If it’s 
because we don’t like suffering or 
we don’t want that person to be ill, 
then we fail to understand that as 
we live in a fallen world, these are 
the costs of creations fall. Eventually 
we will all decay and die. We should 
intercede so that the person may be 
reconciled to God, so that His king-
dom can be extended. That the true 
purpose of our being here, is to bring 
men to God, as ambassadors of the 
Lord’s reconciliation.

W Gcsheets - Do you need to change 
any of your prayer requests? What 
are you praying for other people for? 

The cmp Gtiit hideGstiidcia cs we 
citeGiede ky stiidcia ci ketweei 
mii iid   d. F G th se wh  iii’t 
iid w i’t pGiy, s  thit they miy ke 
Gei iicaled t    d thG hah Sialvitc i.

What should I be praying for and 
what shouldn’t I be praying for?

The worry many people have with 
prayer, is that they will ask for some-
thing they shouldn’t. I can honestly tell 
you I have been in prayer meetings 
where people have prayed for things 
and prayed things they shouldn’t. I 
even once had to stop somebody 
praying as they were praying for 

reconciliation between Muslims and 
Christians. We don’t want that. inter-
cession is about bringing people to 
Salvation. 

So how might you know if you’re ask-
ing for appropriate things? 

1 J hi 5:14-15 tells us; we must pray 
according to His will. It’s no more 
complicated than that. As it says in 
the Lord’s prayer, ‘Your will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven’. What is 
the Lord’s will on earth? Here is the 
big picture:

•	 That	we	fulfil	the	Great	
 Commission.

•	 That	we	prepare	ourselves	as		
 the bride should.

•	 That	the	world	is	going	to	end.

•	 For	the	peace	of	Jerusalem,		
 which will only come about by  
 the return of Jesus. 

All prayer must be in accordance 
with that. Are you asking for things 
which are contrary to that big pic-
ture?

You may say, ‘what kind of thing do I 
mean’? Are you praying for there to 
be no more poverty or social injus-
tice? This will only be brought about 
by the Lord, not the schemes of man. 
A right prayer might be for the Lord 
to return and to bring in His heavenly 
Kingdom. We see that the Millennial 
Kingdom will be one without poverty 
and social injustice, because Jesus is 
the ruler. 

Other such prayers which can be 
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contrary to the bigger picture, is pray-
ing for peace in our land. The only 
reason to, is so we can preach the 
Gospel more easily and this is also 
the reason we pray for our leaders. It 
all comes with a Great Commission 
first attitude. 

W Gcsheet - Do you need to delete 
any of your current prayers or amend 
them?

Those aren’t the prayers many peo-
ple struggle with, there are two main 
ones:

•	 Praying	for	someone’s	healing.

•	 Praying	for	the	will	of	God	in		
 your life.

Both prayers are good prayers. Who 
alone can heal? Who alone can 
guide you? The answer is of course 
Jesus. So praying to the Lord for these,  
is going to the right source. 

What we know about the Lord is al-
though He doesn’t change His mind, 
He does always relent with true re-
pentance. Such is the case with Nin-
eveh and such is the opposite case 
with Saul. That may seem like the 
Lord changing His mind, but the Lord 
doesn’t change His mind. Jesus takes 
the place, for this is the mercy of 
God, that another takes your place 
and judgment and justice is satisfied. 
When it comes to praying for the 
sick, we have already seen that per-
sistence is the key. This is not to con-
vince God, but to remind ourselves 
that the Lord is the only one who 
can. However, this is also tempered 
by the phrase praying according to 
the Lord’s will. 

You may say, I don’t know if the Lord 
wants to do something. 

The first challenge then: Is the prayer 
contrary to scripture? if so, it’s a no,  
stop praying it. The second chal-
lenge: Does it conform to the big 
picture of God’s will? If the answer to 
that is no, stop praying. If the answer 
is, ‘I don’t know’ or a ‘could be’, then 
carry on praying. 

Keep praying until the Lord answers 
you. His answer may be yes or it may 
be no, but we must continue to pray. 
That may seem a little faithless but it 
isn’t. 

2 Simheal 12:13-23. This is the way 
to pray, whilst there is still a chance 
pray, knowing that the Lord will open 
and close doors, no other man can. 
Therefore you trust in Him implicitly,  
knowing you can’t go down a wrong 
one, if you continue to pray accord-
ing to His will.

What are the right prayers? Ones not 
contrary to scripture. Ones not in op-
position to God’s will. Therefore per-
sist, until the Lord closes the door. 

Continue to pray. Don’t step back. 
Persistently pray according to the 
Lord’s will and not your own desires. 
Then pray impudently for what you 
lack and only He can provide. So 
that you may know within yourself, 
as you pray continually, that your 
strength is in the Lord. Pray together, 
pray alone, encourage one another 
in prayer and demonstrate to others 
that Christ is your all suffcient One.  

I hope in some way this has been lib-
erating and inspiring, drawing you 
into a time of prayer for yourself. 32
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 hhGih Vcsc i

“We as the body will seek continually 
to know the Lord as our beloved, to 

study His word that we may know Him 
better and that we may be witnesses 
of Christ Jesus in all the world that we 

inhabit”.

 hhGih Vialhes iid  ehivc hGs

“That we as a church will seek to 
Reach, Teach and Keep men and 

women, boys and girls to be citizens 
of the Kingdom of Heaven accessed 

through salvation in Jesus Christ”
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1. We believe that the Bible (i.e. the Old and New Testa-
ments excluding the Apocrypha), is the inspired Word of 
God, the infallible, all suffcient rule for faith and practice  
(2 Tim. 3:15-16; 2 Peter 1:21).

2. We believe in the unity of the One True and Living God 
who is the Eternal, Self-Existent “IAM”, Who has also re-
vealed Himself as One being co-existing in three Persons 
– Father, Son and Holy Spirit (Deut. 6:4; Mark 12:29; Matt 
28:19; 2 Cor. 13:14).

3. We believe in the Virgin Birth, Sinless Life, Miraculous Min-
istry, Substitutionary Atoning Death, Bodily Resurrection, Tri-
umphant Ascension and Abiding Intercession of the Lord 
Jesus Christ and in His personal, visible, bodily return in 
power and glory as the blessed hope of all believers (Isa. 
7:14; Matt. 1:23; Heb. 7:26; 1 Pet. 2:22; Acts 2:22, 10:38; 2 
Cor.5:21; Heb. 9:12; Luke 24:39; 1 Cor. 15:4; Acts 1:9; Eph. 
4:8-10; Rom. 8:34; Heb. 7:25; 1Cor. 15:22-24, 51-57; 1 Thess. 
4:13-18; Rev. 20:1-6).

4. We believe in the fall of man, who was created pure 
and upright, but fell by voluntary transgression (Gen. 1:26-
31, 3:1-7; Rom. 5:12-21).

5. We believe in salvation through faith in Christ, who, 
according to the Scriptures, died for our sins, was buried 
and was raised from the dead on the third day, and that 
through His Blood we have Redemption (Titus 2:11, 3:5-7; 
Rom. 10:8-15; 1 Cor. 15:3-4). This experience is also known 
as the new birth, and is an instantaneous and complete 
operation of the Holy Spirit upon initial faith in the Lord Je-
sus Christ. (John 3:5-6; James 1:18; 1 Pet. 1:23; 1John 5:1).
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6. We believe that all who have truly repented and believed in Christ 
as Lord and Saviour are commanded to be baptised by immersion 
in water (Matt. 28:19; Acts 10:47-48; Acts 2:38-39).

7. We believe in the baptism in the Holy Spirit as an endowment of 
the believer with power for service, the essential, biblical evidence 
of which is the speaking with other tongues as the Spirit gives utter-
ance (Acts 1:4-5, 8, 2:4, 10:44-46, 11:14-16, 19:6).

8. We believe in the operation of the gifts of the Holy Spirit and the 
gifts of Christ in the Church today (1 Cor. 12:4-11, 28; Eph. 4:7-16).

9. We believe in holiness of life and conduct in obedience to the 
command of God (1 Pet.1:14-16; Heb. 12:14; 1 Thess. 5:23; 1 John 2:6).

10. We believe that deliverance from sickness, by Divine Healing is 
provided for in the Atonement (Isa. 53:4-5, Matt. 8:16-17, James 5:13-
16).

11. We believe that all who have truly repented and believe in Christ 
as Lord and Saviour should regularly participate in Breaking of Bread 
(Luke 22:14-20; 1 Cor. 11:20-34).

12. We believe in the bodily resurrection of all men, the everlasting 
conscious bliss of all who truly believe in our Lord Jesus Christ and the 
everlasting conscious punishment of all whose names are not written 
in the Book of Life (Dan. 12:2-3; John 5:28-29, 1 Cor. 15:22-24; Matt. 
25:46; 2 Thess. 1:9; Rev. 20:10-15).



There are many things that need to be done in the kingdom and as 
such we have created a structure at Grace which allows people 
to move out into that good work the Lord has put into your heart. 
Our hope as a church is to release people into that gifting, which 
the Lord has given, so we may reach out in many directions, and it 
is Jesus who is directing us. 

All our activities here at Grace are for the purpose of seeing our 
vision outworked in people’s lives. And to do this, whatever it is that 
you feel the Lord has called you to do is either to: -

Reach = aimed at anyone who does not know the Lord Jesus as 
saviour and so is designed to teach them this truth by having an 
activity which the gospel may be audibly shared at. 

Teach = aimed at those who know the Lord as saviour that they 
can learn more about Christ and his nature, so we can be more 
like Him every day

Keep = for the purpose of meeting together to encourage one 
another with the Lord, to grow up in Christ. 

Serve = to make the process of Reaching, Teaching and Keeping 
possible, through the practical assistance needed. 

If you have such an idea, brewing within you and you don’t even 
know where to start, then can I encourage you to get in touch with 
me on either my email or by phone. We will talk about it and begin 
the process of getting this God given calling into practice

However, for others it may be that you don’t want to start an activ-
ity but look to help out with the existing church tasks. It’s just you 
don’t know where to start. So the ‘Gizza job’ section of our ‘Inspi-
ration’ magazine is to let you know about the ongoing roles, that 
need to be filled. Have a read of the descriptions and if you feel 
you can help, then please get in touch with the contact in the 
advert. 

For activity leaders, if you would like to advertise a role your looking 
for volunteers in, then please submit your advert to the communi-
cations team, with your contact details, so that people can get in 
touch. 

The Lord bless you in your service for His kingdom. 
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SUNDAY S HOOL  O-ORDINATORS
WANTED!

Someone who feels that they are called to organise and run our Sunday 
School. Someone who has a vision of where our Sunday school could go 
and to put in place a programme that runs alongside our church vision, 
that will be ready for when the Lord brings in young families.

Please speak to Melanie Boulton, if you feel this is you.

SUNDAY S HOOL TEA HERS
We are looking for people who feel called to work with children. Who want 
to teach them and help them in their journey with the Lord.

If you are willing to give up 1 Sunday morning in every 4 then please speak 
to Melanie Boulton.

FLOATERS AND  IN LERS
Positions: The more the merrier.
Venue: Food for thought Specials 
Date and time: To be announce

Job description: Those willing to attend our Specials to float and mingle 
with the folks who attend. To sit and listen, to chat and be willing to talk 
about the Lord. To offer help and assistance where needed. 

Love is patient and kind, love does not envy or boast, love is not arrogant 
or rude.  It does not insist on its own way. It is not irritable or resentful, it does 
not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the  truth. Love bears all, be-
lieves all things. Love never ends. 1 Corinthians 13 v 3-7

If you are willing to fill these positions, or for further information, please con-
tact Carol Duxbury 07400523995 Pastor Jamie Boulton. 01254 54541 



STEWARDS
We are looking for individuals who would like to help out with one or more 
of the various stewardship jobs that are needed to make the church servic-
es possible. The various stewardship jobs are: Setting up the Communion, 
Handing out the communion, tidying away the Communion set, Greeting 
people at the door, helping people to find a seat, encouraging new peo-
ple by helping them to find a seat and introducing them to the people sat 
around them, handing out of literature, and helping with practical issues 
during the services. Some of these jobs are already done by some people, 
but we are always looking for new people to help on a rota basis. Anyone 
wishing to take on one of these tasks must feel a sense of calling from the 
Lord and a passion to serve one another.  Stewards will be responsible 
to the Stewards Coordinator and must follow their instructions as activity 
leader

If you are interested or would like to know more, then please contact Jamie 
on 01254 54541, or email pastorgracechurchblackburn@hotmail.co.uk, 
and title the email Stewards

STEWARD  O-ORDINATOR
We are looking for an individual who would like to become an activity 
leader, coordinating the church’s stewards. The stewards of the church are 
those individuals who pass around the communion and help to set it up/
put it away; stand and greet people at the door passing out the relevant 
literature; and help new people to find a seat, introduce them to the peo-
ple around them and make them feel welcome. The coordinators role is 
to make sure all of these tasks are running as they should, training and en-
couraging the stewards in their roles, planning rota’s and delivering them.  
The individual should feel called to the role by the Lord and have a passion 
to make people feel welcome and challenged. The steward’s coordina-
tor will be part of the ministry team’s department and be overseen by the 
ministry team’s deacon. This is a serve activity

Activity leaders are required to agree to conform to 10 standards, the two 
which are prerequisites of applying are that you have been in attendance 
of Grace church Blackburn for at least 3 months and you are a member. 

If you are interested or would like to know more, then please contact Jamie 
on 01254 54541, or email pastorgracechurchblackburn@hotmail.co.uk, 
and title the email steward’s coordinator
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DEA ONS
We are looking to fill a number of various deacons roles within the church. 
Deacons here at Grace have the job of overseeing our departments in the 
day to day running of the church. The role of Deacon is threefold. 

1. The Deacon meets with the activity leaders to encourage them in the 
work they are doing, obtain a report or request for finance and assistance, 
check the activity is still running as the activity leader said they wanted it 
too. They do this for each activity leader in their department, balancing 
and encouraging their needs with one another. 

2. Meet quarterly as part of the church council to bring a report on the pro-
gress of the activities in the last quarter and inform of the plans for the new 
quarter. They bring any request for finance or assistance and represent the 
department in all decisions made. 

3. They help nurture brand new activities, in their department, into being so 
that they can run effectively. 

Each one of our departments looks to serve the work of the kingdom in three 
particular ways. Our Spiritual departments are concerned with reaching, 
teaching and keeping people for the Lord; our service Departments look 
to make the work of the church legal, safe and possible; and our inspira-
tional departments look to inspire the church into service. 

The Deacon role requires a great deal of commitment, has a great deal 
of responsibility and is completed by those who have a heart to serve oth-
ers rather than lead. Those wishing to take on this role must know that they 
are called by the Lord to do it.  As the G ale miy ieed i ketteG expaliiitc i, 
paleise ofeeal ofGee t  eiqhcGe of G m Ge ciof Gmitc i.

Deacons are required to agree to conform to 10 standards, the two which 
are prerequisites of applying are that you have been in attendance of 
Grace church Blackburn for at least 3 months and you are a member. 

Deacons, as representatives of a department must be elected by the 
church. If you would like to apply, please be aware that a vote will taken 
on completion of your application process. This is not a popularity contest, 
but one based on suitability. 

If you are interested or would like to know more, then please contact Jamie 
on 01254 54541, or email pastorgracechurchblackburn@hotmail.co.uk, 
and title the email Deacon
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 LEANER
We are looking for individuals who feel they could just give a part of their 
time a week to regularly clean a part of the building. Anyone wishing to 
take on this role must feel a calling from the Lord to do it and have a pas-
sion for the building to look its best for the work of the Lord. Cleaners will 
be responsible to the Cleaning coordinator and must agree to follow their 
instructions as activity leader. 

If you are interested or would like to know more, then please contact Jamie 
on 01254 54541, or email pastorgracechurchblackburn@hotmail.co.uk, 
and title the email Cleaner

 USI IAN
Have you got a talent hidden under a bushel? Can you play a musical in-
strument? Are you ready and willing to use that talent for the Glory of God 
and the extension of His kingdom? 

There are 2 positions available and no reason whatsoever that one person 
could not serve both.

P sctc i 1. 
Venue: Grace Community Church. Minor Hall.
Date and time: Every Friday 1-2 pm
Job description: To serve the Living God and provide a musical accompa-
niment for in our weekly Oasis 55+Meeting.

P sctc i 2.
Venue: Grace Community Church. Minor Hall.
Date and time. Quarterly. To be announced.
Job description: To serve the Lord, who is not willing that any  should perish 
and provide musical accompaniment to our “Food for thought” outreach 
Specials.

If you are willing to fill either or both these positions, or for further infor-
mation, please contact Carol Duxbury 07400523995 Pastor Jamie Boulton. 
01254 54541 

Carol Duxbury 07400523995 or Pastor Jamie Boulton. 01254 54541

The Lord bless your prayerful consideration. 
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 LEANIN   O-ORDINATOR
We are looking for an individual who would like to become an activity 
leader, coordinating the Church’s cleaning. This does not mean you are 
doing all of the cleaning, but rather coordinating the cleaning that is done, 
as well as having the responsibility for the cleaning budget. The Individual 
should feel called to the role by the Lord, with a passion in their hearts that 
the building should be a clean, warm and safe environment for church ac-
tivities to take place in. The cleaning coordinator will be part of our building 
management department and will be overseen by the Building manage-
ment department Deacon. This is a serve activity. 

This is what the role begins like but were looking for someone who can 
make it so much more than it is as described here

Activity leaders are required to agree to conform to 10 standards. The two 
which are prerequisites of applying are that you have been in attendance 
of Grace Church Blackburn for at least 3 months and you are a member. 

If you are interested or would like to know more, then please contact Jamie 
on 01254 54541, or email pastorgracechurchblackburn@hotmail.co.uk, 
and title the email Cleaning Coordinator

PRAYERS
Wanted. Willing and conscientious participants to smother our “Food for 
thought” Specials in prayer. 

Positions:  Too many is never enough.
Venue: The Lord is near to all who call upon Him, to all who call upon Him 
in truth. Ps 145 v 18 anywhere and our church Prayer meeting.
Date and time: Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. 
Col 4 v 2, Pray continually 1Thessalonias 5 v 17.

Job description: I urge, then first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession 
and thanksgiving be made for all people. 1 Tim 2 v 1-2. Pray without ceas-
ing

To pledge your help and support. Please contact by way of encourage-
ment. or for further information, please contact Carol Duxbury 07400523995 
Pastor Jamie Boulton. 01254 54541 
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 ENERAL FA TOTU S
We are looking for people who are willing to be putter uppers and taker 
downers in our “Food for thought” Specials.

For further information, please contact Carol Duxbury 07400523995 Pastor 
Jamie Boulton. 01254 54541

I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. Phil 4 v 13

HU  LEADER
We are looking for individuals who would be willing to open up their home 
one night a week to run a Hub group. The role will involve coordinating a 
meeting (although not necessarily doing every part) where a group of 5 to 
7 attendees of the church may attend to fellowship, study, pray and wor-
ship together. Currently the details are being worked out and we are look-
ing for individuals who may be interested in knowing a little more about the 
role. An enquiry doesn’t mean you have agreed to do it. 

If you are interested or would like to know more, then please contact Jamie 
on 01254 54541, or email pastorgracechurchblackburn@hotmail.co.uk, 
and title the email Hub Leader
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Follow, follow, I will follow Jesus…………will you?

Following Jesus’ ways is not always easy, especially for kids.  We 
have been teaching the children that Jesus is the way—so follow 
His lead. We all need to understand that following Jesus’ lead is a 
decision we need to make for our own lives. No-one can make this 
decision for us.  We have to choose to live this way. Sometimes it 
means making hard decisions. 

In Mark chapter 1:16-20 Simon and Andrew were working as fisher-
men on the shores of the Sea of Galilee, in other places in the Bible 
it’s called Lake Gennesaret or the Sea of Tiberius. It was an inland 
sea about 12 miles long, 6 miles wide at its widest point. It was 690 
feet deep - now that makes it the deepest freshwater vicinity on the 
whole of the planet, nowhere else deeper. The waters teemed with 
life. Fishing was big business here, transporting all this fish to various 
parts of the empire. Here is James and John, cleaning, mending 
and folding their nets in preparation for the next night’s fishing, and 
Jesus is coming to them where they are, in the middle of their daily 
job, and calling them - not only to salvation, but to service. He’s 
calling them to be disciples!

To follow Him is not just to be saved, it is to serve, it is to continually, 
constantly in your life go that little bit farther in following Him. To 
follow Christ is discipleship, to follow Christ is demanding because 
it means the breaking of all other ties to follow one Master as His 
servant. It means to drop everything! 

Have we invented a gospel that you can be a Christian without 
being a disciple? Do we preach forgiveness without requiring re-
pentance?  The call on our lives, if we are Christians, is demanding. 
It is the call to be a disciple. It is the call to follow’.  We are to be dis-
ciples - that’s demanding.  But this call comes with an equipping:  
‘Come after me and I will make you to become fishers of men’. 

God doesn’t call equipped people, He equips people who He 
calls. He doesn’t leave us to our own devices to do His work, but He 
gives us everything we need because Jesus makes fishers of men 
-  only Jesus makes fishers of men.

Instructional training in a college or university will never make you 
a fisher of men. Theology will never make you a fisher of men. The 
invitation here to the disciples was not, ‘I have a theological system 

written by christine morris
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‘

which I would like you to investigate, I 
have certain theories that I would like 
you to think over, I have an ethical 
system I would like you to discuss with 
me’. No, it was ‘Come after me! Fol-
low me, and I will make you...’’. He’s 
saying: ‘Come with me! Learn of me! 
Enrol in my school, my university, my 
course of discipleship and I will do it!’

Are we being discipled by Jesus 
Christ? Are we in His school? Are we 
with the Master, at His feet every day? 
Are we following His commands in 
obedience? We become fishers of 
men by following Him. Our responsi-
bility is to follow Him, His responsibility 
is to take care of the rest and make 
us fishers of men.
 
He equips, He trains, but at the end 
of the day we must fish. He makes us 
fishers of men, but He will not do that 
apart from us going out with our rod 
over our shoulder, and going down to 
the river or the lake. We’ve got to fish. 
Christians are to be fishers of men. It’s 
the oldest title a disciple ever knew, 
because it is the primary responsibil-
ity of the servant of God to fish men.

To be great at fishing you have to 
fish and you need to study fish. You 
need to study fish so much that you 
mentally enter the great chain of the 
life of the fish. That’s what Jesus did 
for us! He came to where we were 
in our flesh, and we need to go to 
where the fish are! Now fishing is an 
art, and this is where we start to learn 
the great wealth of truth that there is 
in this analogy. 

Fishing requires patience. They in-
volve lonely hours, at times, waiting. If 
you’re going to win men it’s not going 

to happen overnight at times, there’s 
got to be a lot of work, groundwork, 
loving, praying, spending, preaching 
- patience. 

‘God doesn’t call 
equipped people, He 
equips people who 
He calls.’
Fishing requires skill. You need to use 
baits, lure, you need to have nets that 
are effective in your fishing. We’re not 
talking about gimmickry here, but of 
how Paul said in 1 Corinthians 9:22: 
‘To the weak became I as weak, that 
I might gain the weak: I am made 
all things to all men, that I might by 
all means save some’. The fish don’t 
jump out of the water and onto the 
shore! There needs to be skill in know-
ing what bait to use, what net. 

Fishing requires discernment. Some 
people are very unwise in how they 
go fishing, and great common sense 
is needed - not only to know who to 
go to and when to go to them, but to 
know where the fish are. Skilful fisher-
men will grow to learn the parts of a 
lake or a river where the fish go most. 
Are we going where the fish are? 
Did you ever hear of a fishing boat 
that opened up its doors for all the 
fish to come in, so that they could 
catch them? No. They go out into 
the ocean, risking their very lives, to 
catch a great crop of them.

Fishing requires persistence  - you 
don’t need to be easily discouraged 
in the work of fishing for men. You’ve 
got to be hard-working.  I have nev-

45



‘

er seen a lazy man who God called 
into his service. They were all at their 
work. Moses was keeping sheep. 
Gideon was threshing wheat. Elisha 
was ploughing. The apostles were 
fishing. They were persistent, hard-
working men. 

‘Is Jesus calling you? Is 
He calling you to leave 
all that you have pre-
viously known in order 
to serve Him?’
Fishing requires quietness. You don’t 
bring your stereo with you when 
you’re going fishing, unless it’s a per-
sonal one, because you want to 
avoid disturbances of all kinds. You 
want to be a little bit detracted, away 
from the water far enough that you 
are kept out of sight, because you’ll 
frighten the fish away. That’s the way 
we need to be: out of sight, that eve-
ryone might see Jesus and not us! 

What amazed me is the response was 
instant. Mark says: ‘And immediately 
they followed Him’. They dropped 
their nets and followed Him. Now, if 
that was me or you, we’d be expect-
ing there to be a pause there for a 
moment as they weighed this thing 
up and thought about it for a mo-
ment. I wish my obedience was in-
stant - theirs was.

The response was also absolute. Si-
mon and Andrew left their nets. 
James and John left their nets and 
their father. So compelling was the 
call and claim of Jesus on their life, 

that all prior claims, interests, lost their 
validity. Picture the scene now, and 
the impact of it to those men and 
their families and those around in the 
village. This little boat is pulled up on 
the shore of that tranquil lake, and 
these two strapping brothers, fishers 
since they were knee-high to their fa-
ther, leave their aged grey-haired fa-
ther and step out of the boat; leave 
what was probably a lucrative family 
business - and they follow Jesus along 
the shore! They have a new occu-
pation: not catching fish, catching 
men! Not mending nets, but mend-
ing broken lives!

Is Jesus calling you? Is He calling you 
to leave all that you have previously 
known in order to serve Him? He’s 
calling every Christian to do that, 
but many don’t hear His call. As you 
see from Simon, Andrew, James and 
John, though the cost meant a loss of 
livelihood, loss of family relationships, 
loss of general reputation in the com-
munity; Jesus is still calling men and 
women on the same terms today: 
to forsake all and to follow Him! ‘So 
therefore, any one of you who does 
not renounce all that he has, cannot 
be my disciple’, Luke 14:33. Whether 
your pressure to not obey comes from 
possessions, or from parents, or from 
some other preventing factor: Jesus’ 
call still demands an instant and an 
absolute response.

This call isn’t for the folk that are think-
ing about being missionaries, pas-
tors, evangelists, teachers. It’s not 
for folk who think they could maybe 
be a Sunday School teacher in the 
church, it’s for all of us….it’s for YOU!. 

The response was also life-changing. 
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It’s very humbling and encouraging 
to know that the first followers of Je-
sus were not great people in the eyes 
of this world. Paul reminded us in 1 
Corinthians 1: ‘You see your calling, 
brethren, how that not many wise 
men after the flesh, not many mighty, 
not many noble, are called: But God 
hath chosen the foolish things of the 
world to confound the wise; and 
God hath chosen the weak things 
of the world to confound the things 
which are mighty’. They weren’t rich, 
they didn’t have rank, they wielded 
no power, but the kingdom of God 
is not dependent upon those things. 
It’s not by might, nor by power, but 
by My Spirit says the Lord - and isn’t 
it wonderful that out of such human 
weakness, God’s strength is made 
perfect in these humble fishermen.  It 
can be our experience, if we would 
only follow Christ and allow Him to 
make us fishers of men.  2 Corinthi-
ans 4:7: ‘We have this treasure in jars 
of clay, to show that the surpassing 
power belongs to God and not to 
us’. 1 Corinthians 1 again: ‘The base 
things of the world’, are what God 
calls, ‘the things which are despised, 
has God chosen, yes, and things 
which are not, to bring to nothing 
things that are: That no flesh should 
glory in his presence’.

‘Whoever you are, 
whatever you’ve 
done, wherever 
you’ve been - God 
can use you...’
Whoever you are, whatever you’ve 

done, wherever you’ve been - God 
can use you, if you would follow and 
fish! Jesus’ vision was ‘Give me twelve 
ordinary men, and with them - if they 
give themselves to me - I’ll change 
the world’ - and He did.

‘. Christians are called 
by Jesus to invest his 
life in discipleship, and 
discipleship means 
following, and fol-
lowing means fishing. 
Don’t call yourself a 
Christian if you’re not 
following. A Christian 
follows, and a Chris-
tian will fish, for He has 
called us to a task...’
What you think of me, what I think of 
you, what we think of others, or what 
they think of you - all that matters is 
what Jesus thinks of us, and what He 
can make of us if we would only but 
follow Him! The horizon of these fish-
ermen’s lives was bound by the mar-
gins of Galilee. They knew little more 
than the deck of their boat, the cur-
rents of the lake, and the handful 
of people in the marketplace. Their 
conversation consisted of trade talk, 
local gossip, family affairs, Galilean 
politics. In a word, they were remark-
ably provincial, even to the extent 
of having their own tell-tale accent. 
Then Jesus came, and how their 
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world changed: in place of Galilee 
came the world. Their hearts were 
enlarged to take in the whole world! 

What every man needs is something 
in which he can invest his life. Chris-
tians are called by Jesus to invest 
their life in discipleship, and disciple-
ship means following, and following 
means fishing. Don’t call yourself a 
Christian if you’re not following. A 
Christian follows, and a Christian will 
fish, for He has called us to a task - 
and in that task those first four disci-
ples and the rest after them, spent 

themselves, burned themselves up, 
and in the end died fishing for men! 
They knew the wisdom of Solomon, 
that ‘He that wins souls is wise’. They 
knew what Daniel had said: ‘Those 
who are wise shall shine like the 
brightness of the sky above; and 
those who turn many to righteous-
ness, like the stars will last forever and 
ever’. Do something lasting, eternal, 
God-glorifying with your life! May we 
all start following and fishing, for that 
is a lasting work that will shine for ever 
to the glory of God.
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This month’s book review is from the au-
thor Tom Wright and is called How God 
became King subtitled -  Getting to the 
heart of the gospels published by Harper 
Collins Publishing in 2012.

Tom Wright, previously Bishop of Durham, 
is currently Research Professor of New 
Testament and Early Christianity at the 
University of St Andrews and is a regular 
broadcaster on radio and television.  He 
is the author of 50 books including guides 
to the New Testament and a series enti-
tled Christian Origins and the Question of 
God.

Tom’s reasoning behind the book is explained in the beginning 
of the Preface.  He believes that there is a fundamental problem 
deep at the heart of Christian faith and practice.  He summarizes 
this dilemma to say that as Christians we have forgotten what the 
four gospels are about.  He expounds this by asking three questions 
– What exactly are the gospels saying about Jesus? What precisely 
are they saying about God and what are they saying about the 
new Christianity movement established after his death and resur-
rection?  Despite centuries of intense and heavy industry expend-
ed on the study of all sorts of features of the gospels, we have often 
managed to miss the main thing that they are most eager to tell us.

This book discusses different problems that (according to the au-
thor) Western Christianity has with reading and understanding the 
gospels. One understanding that we miss is that the message of 
the gospels enable us to hear the story of Jesus as the story of Is-
rael’s God coming back to his people as He had always promised.  
The author believes that we as Christians are happy to hear about 
God of Western imagination but less ready to hear about the God 
of Israel.  Sometimes to the point of the replacement theory where 
the thought has been that the church has been replaced Israel 
and God’s special people receiving His special covenant rather 
than be grafted / adopted in.  There is also the opposite problem 
where Christians thought they have to be as the Jews in order to be 
acceptable to God.  Jesus, Paul and countless others have had to 
deal with this issue through the ages (though this side of the issue is 
not discussed in this book).

TURN
IN

G
 PAG

ES
written by lynne haydock



51

The whole book has been about the 
new reality of Jesus and His launching 
of God’s kingdom.  The new reality of 
a story so explosive that the church 
in many generations has found it too 
much to take and so has watered it 
down, cut it into little pieces, turned 
it into small scale lessons rather than 
allowing its full impact to be felt.  The 
book emphasizes that it is time to 
put back together what should have 
never been separated.  In Jesus, the 
living God has become King of the 
whole world.  These books not only 
tell the story of how that happened.  
They are the central means by which 
those who read and pray them can 
help to make that kingdom a reality 
in tomorrow’s world.  We have mis-
understood the gospels for too long. 
The author believes that its time in 
the power and joy of the spirit to get 
back on track.

This book is not suitable for a new 
Christian or for anybody who wants 
a light read.  This is an in-depth book 
that I would need to read again to 
ensure that I understood further the 
concepts he is discussing and the 
arguments he is making.   This book 
would appeal to the more studious 
and academic of us.  In order to get 
the most out of this book I think you 
need to be prepared to put in the 
time and effort to study it and then 
you would find you would be reward-
ed in your deeper knowledge of the 
scriptures.

This book uses quite diffcult langua-
ge and academic vocabulary and it 
isn’t a book to read as a relaxing five 
minutes, it does need very careful 
study.  There were some sentences 
where I understood what the individ-

ual words meant but not necessar-
ily the whole sentence!  There were 
also some words which I didn’t un-
derstand until I read the whole para-
graph to get the concept.  Because 
of the diffculty of the language used  
it is sometimes diffcult to understand  
the point the author is trying to get 
across.  At one point in the book I 
wondered if he was trying to argue 
a ‘kingdom now’ approach but as I 
continued to read the chapter I real-
ize he wasn’t.

This isn’t a book to dip into as each 
chapter follows on from each other 
and builds up his argument piece by 
piece.  I like the fact that he uses the 
analogy of music speakers to explain 
how we have got the messages of 
the gospels distorted so that certain 
points are drowning out others.

I did agree with most of the points 
that the author was trying to make 
although one of his premises that the 
Apostles / Nicene Creed has ‘missing 
years’ in that there is nothing in them 
that says what Jesus did between 
being born and crucified is not nec-
essarily relevant to us as Pentecostals 
when we have Statement of Faith 
not a creed.  You could argue that 
this book is more relevant to those of 
an Anglican/Church of England per-
suasion. However, this book does not 
emphasize too heavily on the tradi-
tion and creed but focuses more 
on scripture.   I believe the message 
that this book is trying to get across 
is important and actually reinforces 
what, we as a church, are current-
ly being taught (especially Sunday 
night Café Church).

Sometimes this book left me confused 
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as some of the concepts he was try-
ing to discuss were quite weighty and 
the language, as mentioned before, 
is very academic.  However, I battled 
through and found with most chap-
ters I did grasp the concept (or at 
least hoped I did!)

This book is definitely bible based as 
the author uses bible passages to 
back up and explain his view point.  
The passages are quoted in full so 
that you don’t need to break off from 
reading the book to search for scrip-
tures in the Bible, though of course 
the verses are worth examining 
separately from the book. This book 
gave me a greater understanding 
of his Word especially when it came 
to Jesus’s mission on earth.  I would 
recommend this book if you are inter-
ested in digging deeper into the gos-
pels and finding out how you can be 
part of God’s mission in the World.

The following are the books that have 
been previously reviewed by Turning 
Pages:

•	 Living	With	Confidence	in	a		
 Chaotic World by David 
 Jeremiah; 
•	 Joy	of	Encouragement	by	
 David Jeremiah
•	 The	Valley	of	Vision	by	
 Arthur Bennett; 
•	 First	Light	by	Bodie	and	
 Brock Theone; 
•	 Wigglesworth	(The	Complete		
 Story) by Julian Wilson; 
•	 Christ	in	the	Feast	of	Passover		
 by David Brickner and Rich  
 Robinson; 
•	 Whose	Child	is	this	by	Bill	Wilson;	
•	 Oceans	Apart	by	Karen	
 Kings bury 

•	 Into	Africa	by	David	Womersley		
 and David Garrad.
•	 Crimson	Cord	by	Jill	Eileen	Smith
•	 Buried	Secrets	by	Irene	Hannon

If you would like to borrow any of 
these please look on the Turning 
Pages book case out in the Foyer 
or come and see me.  Please do 
fill in the signup sheet if you do take 
a book so that I know where it has 
gone and who has it. 

If you have a favourite book you 
would like to share with others or one 
maybe you have just finished read-
ing feel free to write a review for the 
Church Magazine.  If you would like 
help I have a sheet with suggestions.

If you have read a reviewed book 
from a previous magazine including 
this one and would like to add your 
own comment, please let me know.  
It can be as short or as long as you 
like.  Feel free to disagree with my 
opinion or highlight something I have 
missed.  It will then be added as a 
comment section to the next article.

Thank you to those that have bor-
rowed books, I will continue to 
change the books around in the Foy-
er so that people can see the full se-
lection of reviewed books.
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