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Welcome to this issue of “Inspiration” our 
monthly church magazine, designed to 
keep you informed of all that’s going on 
here at Grace.

This is the month that was which finishes a 
year that’s been. In our September issue 
we will be into the beginning of our new 
year which is our year of hiring. If you want 
to know what that is going to be about 
then turn to our direction statement on 
page 8. But this year has been our year of 
sowing and what a blessing it has been. 

These direction statements are not our church’s vision, because 
that is constant. A vision can’t change from year to year, it must be 
something we have to travel to, a point on the horizon to give us a 
purpose in life.

To fulfil our purpose as Grace Church we must be willing to go on 
a journey in our lives that may involve many diffcult periods and  
storms as well as enjoy great times of blessing. But when we are in 
a storm it can very much seem as though we are drowning with no 
possible chance of escape. In such times we have to hold on to 
the promise we will get to the other side and yet it is as equally im-
portant that we know what that destination looks like. An oft quot-
ed Christian saying is that the Lord doesn’t reveal His whole plans 
to us because we may be too scared to take a step. However, the 
balance of scripture shows us that the Lord almost always gives 
the final destination so that the person whom He had spoken with 
knew where they were going. However, the balance of scripture 
also shows that the Lord gives this final destination without details 
on how it may be achieved. In the case of the details it is true to 
say the Lord takes us one step at a time.

The question why do we need a vision for the church may seem a 
very silly one. Anybody hearing this question will most probably call 
to mind the thought that without a vision the people perish. Yet the 
phrase without a vision the people perish is not the whole scripture. 
Below is the whole scripture.

Where there is no vision, the people perish; but he who keeps the 
law, he is blessed. (Proverbs 29:18)

When you see the verse in its entirety it becomes clear that quot-
ing just the first half gives you a false impression of its real meaning. 
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Therefore, the understanding of 
this statement is twisted within the 
Churches. By only looking at the first 
part of the verse we suppose it to 
mean a requirement for a church to 
have a revelatory vision from the Lord 
or it will devour itself. Or to put it into 
practical terms the devil will make 
work for idle hands.

But that’s not the meaning of the 
scripture. The second part of the 
verse says he who keeps the law is 
blessed. Or he who understands the 
law and puts it into practice, they are 
a blessed people, whom will not be 
easily distracted. Why? Well because 
the law is a tool which forces a Chris-
tian who desires to know Christ bet-
ter and to live by biblical principles 
to examine themselves. And that is a 
task we are urged to do very often, 
looking deep into our own hearts 
and see how the metamorphoses of 
our self into the likeness of Christ is go-
ing. This is what Grace Church should 
be, a people who are renewed by 
the washing of the Word being doers 
and not just hearers of it.

For that to happen we have to un-
derstand the first part, “where there is 
no vision”. The word for Vision is Khaw 
zone, meaning a revelation.

Put together what we see is that 
without a revelation of the Word to 
the people they will perish, but when 
it is a revelation to them they will be 
blessed and secure.

A churches vision statement shouldn’t 
be a fresh revelation from the Lord. 
It should be a revelation of His Word 
often re-contextualised to make it 
clearer to understand but must nev-

er be a redefinition of the Word be-
cause this changes the meaning of 
the text.

The Churches vision statement is a 
re-contextualisation of the great 
commission as well as a charaz of a 
number of related scriptures. Mean-
ing the stringing together of pearls. 
It was a Jewish method of teaching 
used by Christ in Luke 4:18-19 to give 
the full understanding of a point. 
None of the texts are taken out of 
context and only those relating and 
illuminating one another are used to 
create the Charaz. therefore, a vi-
sion should not be a catechism or a 
creed for the church but a simpler 
understanding of what the scriptures 
teach a Church should be trying to 
outwork.

Consequently, we do not labour un-
der a man made idea of where the 
church should be heading toward 
nor is it the result of a dream or secret 
knowledge that I may think the Lord 
has given to me. Instead the vision 
statement is an explanation of the di-
rection the Word has always pointed 
that we should go as a church.

As such the vision statement is not 
a transitory thing which will be re-
placed year in and year out. Instead 
this vision, like north on a compass 
will be the constant by which we can 
check the direction we have been 
going in against Christ’s plan for our 
lives.  

It is from this vision statement that 
each individual should check what 
they believe to be Christ’s plan for 
their lives. It is from this vision state-
ment that activities and leaders 



couraging them to get to the other 
side.

At Grace Pentecostal Church there is 
something for everyone.

As always I pray for a blessing on 
those who seek the face of the Lord. 

I would once again like to thank all 
of the contributors to this month’s is-
sue and a special thanks to Vicky for 
her time and effort putting it togeth-
er. Let me encourage you if you do 
have a poem, a testimony or a short 
message you would like to share then 
you can come and see me or email 
it to pastorgracechurchblackburn@
hotmail.co.uk
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within the church should check their 
plans against. And it is from this vision 
statement that all of Grace Church-
es practical plans, structure, role de-
scriptions and Spiritual choices are to 
be trying to practically outwork. 

Our direction statements are here 
to encourage that in us. In our first 
year we had a time of preparation 
and believed for an enlarging of the 
tents. As such we removed walls so 
make room for people to come and 
join us. In our second year we had 
a year of celebration, giving thanks 
for the gifts that the Lord had given 
us, and thus raised a large sum for 
various building works, making the 
church a safe, warm and welcoming 
place. And this year which has now 
come to an end, we have had our 
year of sowing. In that year we have 
seen various outreach events, a won-
derful conversion to salvation of an 
89-year-old man, baptisms, and our 
very first over 55’s outreach meeting.

In this our year of hiring we now need 
to seek as a church for the positions 
which we need to be filled, so that 
we can function to put into practice 
our church’s vision. But we should 
only pray for that which we need, 
because the Lord hasn’t given us the 
means to do it ourselves.

And so as we begin this new year I 
want to make one last plea to you 
all. Find that good work the Lord has 
called you too, be it you’re an activ-
ity helper, making the vision happen; 
an activity leader, starting some-
thing new which God has put upon 
your heart; or you’re a deacon help-
ing people realise their God given 
dreams, supporting them and en-



Well then … 
A new academic year is here! This year is not only our 96th Anni-
versary as a Church but this month is the first month we are called 
‘Grace Pentecostal Church Blackburn’. Lets do our best and con-
tinue to return to a Pentecostal Church that is heavenly minded, 
and Gospel driven!

We are looking forward to, and will be welcoming some new faces 
to the Youth! On average last year we had between 14-18 Youths 
coming each Week. Though I am glad to say that each of them 
are not simply numbers on a sheet of paper … Me and Mel have 
had the pleasure and the honour of getting to know a variety of 
the youth, especially so for those that have been coming for a few 
years now.

This September we will be focusing on the Line of Jesus. However 
… it got me thinking, every one of the Youth knows and has been 
told about what happened on the cross in Luke. In other words … 
they know the end … or rather the beginning of what started the 
Church, and they know the Lord did this to his son … so all might 
be saved.

So lets do this backwards! Our half term goal and focus  for the 
Youth will be: 

To look at this history of Jesus’ line … from the Cross and backwards 
and to discover some of the prophecies and events that had to 
come true in order for Jesus to be born, and die for us on the Cross. 
Learning that is was definitely not a mistake, and God planned to 
save us from the very beginning …. And God went to great lengths 
to ensure Jesus was born, to ensure that we could have an oppor-
tunity to Accept Jesus as saviour and Lord over our lives. 

We can start with a John 3:16 message, and take a look at the 
cross and the reason behind it … and end in Genesis 3:15 … The 
first prophecy about Jesus conquering sin and death!

Something that the Youth have been repeatedly asking is … for a 
long time now they want more activities (As well as Youth) to get 
together. It is my fault for not previously using this opportunity for 
the best. So in future Grace Youth will have more than one ‘large 
annual trip’ … not more big theme park trips, but simply other op-
portunity to get to gather, maybe over lunch, maybe ice skating … 

written by daniel talbot
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More details soon. 

What really strikes me with Grace 
Youth is simply how friendly eve-
ryone is … of course I am bias, but 
seeing them get on, and not just in 
there groups .. but as a whole is heart 
warming.

Often at the end of an article … defi-
nitely in the past its becoming almost 
a tradition for the Grace Youth Article 
to end with ‘Please pray’ or some-
thing along those lines … though get-
ting right deep down into it … why 
do we pray? 

To Build our faith in God and to seek 
his kingdom first. 

Lets pray … if you don’t already: 

Let Gods will be done! ‘On earth as it 
is in Heaven’ with these young peo-
ples lives … and in the lives of every-
one else!

I’ll finish with this … 

It says in Matthew 7:7 ‘Ask and it 
will be given to you; seek and you 
will find; knock and the door will be 
opened to you.’ 

Of course that is referring to when you 
seek after the kingdom of Heaven.

… some of the Youth are choosing to 
seek … knocking on the door … and 
the Lord is opening them.

Opening the doors to a closer rela-
tionship with him, opening the doors 
as they seek to understand him bet-
ter and know his will, and opening 
the doors to a  more understood, 
more complete Faith in God. Will you 
knock at the doors God is calling you 
to? For him to open wide. Or bang-
ing on the doors that he has closed 
for good reason?

7
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Psalm 150 says: Praise the LORD! Praise God in His sanctuary; Praise 
Him in His mighty firmament! Praise Him for His mighty acts;  Praise 
Him according to His excellent greatness! Praise Him with the sound 
of the trumpet; Praise Him with the lute and harp! Praise Him with the 
timbrel and dance; Praise Him with stringed instruments and flutes! 
Praise Him with loud cymbals; Praise Him with clashing cymbals! Let 
everything that has breath praise the LORD. Praise the LORD!

Last week I spoke about Praise and Worship and how important it 
is to God.  Who of us can enter into Praise and Worship – which is 
every one of us.  How that no one is any more important than any-
one else regardless of what our ministry is and of course that we 
are all a team of worshippers not just a worship team.

This week I want to share with you about what can stop us from 
praising and worshipping God.  Hebrew 12v1 . ‘Therefore, since we 
are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off 
everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And 
let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us,’. It men-
tions about throwing off everything that hinders us so we can run 
the race.  An athlete when he or she competes is totally focused 
on what they have to do to win the specific race or event they are 
competing in.  They don’t turn to the left or the right, they don’t 
look for their friends or relatives in the crowd, they have their eye on 
the prize, their goal, the finish line. 

So what can stop us from Praise and Worship, the answer to that 
is really easy its us, nothing else can stop us.  Things can hinder us 
just like the verse says, to throw off everything that hinders us.  It’s 
so easy to get distracted by lots of things.  I am the world’s worst for 
getting distracted especially if it’s reading or having a quiet time.  
There is always something else that causes a distraction – some-
thing on tv or my phone.  There are thousands of things that can 
take our focus away from God and our praise and worship.  There 
are so many distractions.  Its so much easier to get distracted than 
to focus.

Ephesians 5 v15-16 ‘Be very careful, then, how you live—not as un-
wise but as wise,  making the most of every opportunity, because 
the days are evil’  It tells us to make the most of every opportunity 
and it’s the same with our time with God. We have lots and lots 
of opportunities to praise and worship God and we squander so 
many of these opportunities on things that aren’t important.  We 

written by mark haydock
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need to make the most of every 
opportunity.  So if we go back to 
the question what can stop us from 
praising and worshipping God, only 
us, the devil cant, your friends cant.  
Not even our circumstances, no mat-
ter how bad they are can, its us. Is it 
the desire of our hearts to praise and 
worship God? 

 Are we really committed as we say 
we are?  We can all look the part, 
eyes closed, hands raised, saying the 
right words but is it our hearts desire 
to praise God?

Its just our will that can stop us, so lets 
make a conscious decision to praise 
our God and give him glory tonight.
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SIS A Letter to a Professor

I wonder if you watched a programme on TV recently in which a 
professor was attempting to prove that every single thing on our 
planet was connected to everything else.  That is to say there was 
a common denominator linking our human body to a sea shell or 
lava that flows from volcanoes or the wings of a butterfly.

There were several things he said which actually made sense to 
me, some I knew I didn’t believe and loads more that I was clueless 
about.  So when we watch documentaries like this, we need to re-
member that not everything we hear is the truth.  So please be on 
your guard.  Be diligent because so often things sound plausible, 
things which you want to make fit just like a sleeve into a dress.  It 
isn’t always the right thing to do.  If a non-believer tells you some-
thing that you are not sure of; go away; go pray about it; go look to 
the scriptures. Remember the phrase ‘my faith is strong not wrong, 
when I trust in Jesus.

Now the point of the research for the programme (as far as I un-
derstood it) was to try to find the origin of life and the professor said 
“The origin of life is yet unsolved, but there may be answers if you 
ask the right questions” and he listed a few of these.

1. What are the ingredients of life?
2. How does complex life form from such simple ingredients?
3. What were the driving forces, the energy sources that ignited 
it all?

So question 1 – what are the ingredients of life?
He continued to say that for the first 500 million years there was no 
life at all but somehow that ‘no life’ became animate.  Further-
more he went on to talk about a place in Indonesia that has a lake 
of sulphur whose temperature is apparently 200°C and that the 
sulphur in the lake is the same sulphur which is within the wings of 
a butterfly and in us.  Also he said that quote: ‘Life is a temporary 
home for the small elements that build up the universe’

Well I don’t know about the 500 million years but basically he is 
saying that we all have the same footprint.  That something in our 
make-up is the same that is in everything else.

Is he right and if so what is that something?  

written by margaret rawcliffe
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He actually answered his own ques-
tion by saying that the vital ingredi-
ent for life is water. That water delivers 
the ingredients of life and that where 
there is water there is life.

And so I say well done professor– you 
are part way there but now instead 
of looking scientifically for the water, 
you need to start looking with spiritu-
al eyes

What do the scriptures say in John 
4:7-14 about water:

7 When a Samaritan woman came 
to draw water, Jesus said to her, “Will 
you give me a drink?” 8 (His disciples 
had gone into the town to buy food.)  
9 The Samaritan woman said to him, 
“You are a Jew and I am a Samari-
tan woman.  How can you ask me 
for a drink?”  (Jews do not associate 
with Samaritans.)  10 Jesus answered 
her, “If you knew the gift of God and 
who it is that asks you for a drink, you 
would have asked him and he would 
have given you living water.”

11 “Sir,” the woman said, “you have 
nothing to draw with and the well is 
deep.  Where can you get this living 
water?  12   Are you greater than our 
father Jacob, who gave us the well 
and drank from it himself, as did also 
his sons and his livestock?”  13 Jesus 
answered, “Everyone who drinks this 
water will be thirsty again, 14 but who-
ever drinks the water I give them will 
never thirst.  Indeed, the water I give 
them will become in them a spring of 
water welling up to eternal life.”

15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give 
me this water so that I won’t get thirsty 
and have to keep coming here to 
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draw water.”  

Now what has happened here?  This 
Samaritan woman has been offered 
the chance to have the water of 
eternal life but she like the professor 
is not looking with spiritual eyes.  She 
just doesn’t want to have to keep 
going to the well!  She has misunder-
stood what Jesus was saying to her.

Lesson: Concentrate on what Jesus is 
saying to you

But Jesus is compassionate; he knows 
she has misunderstood; he knows it is 
hard for her to get water from the well 
and so he takes her down another 
road to bring her to understanding.

John 4:16-26

Go, call your husband and come 
back’.  Not go away and I will find 
someone else to talk to.  No, this was 
her time, her time to test her faith and 
she got 10/10 for it.  What does she 
say when Jesus said :  “Go, call your 
husband and come back.”

17 “I have no husband,” she replied.  
(It always pays to be honest with God 
because he knows anyway)  Jesus 
said to her, “You are right when you 
say you have no husband.  18 The 
fact is, you have had five husbands, 
and the man you now have is not 
your husband.  What you have just 
said is quite true.”

19 “Sir,” the woman said, “I can see 
that you are a prophet.  20 Our an-
cestors worshiped on this mountain, 
but you Jews claim that the place 
where we must worship is in Jerusa-
lem.”
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21 “Woman,” Jesus replied, “believe 
me, a time is coming when you will 
worship the Father neither on this 
mountain nor in Jerusalem.  22 You 
Samaritans worship what you do not 
know; we worship what we do know, 
for salvation is from the Jews.  23 Yet 
a time is coming and has now come 
when the true worshipers will worship 
the Father in the Spirit and in truth, for 
they are the kind of worshipers the 
Father seeks. 24 God is spirit, and his 
worshipers must worship in the Spirit 
and in truth.”

25 The woman said, “I know that 
Messiah” (called Christ) “is coming.  
When he comes, he will explain eve-
rything to us.”

26 Then Jesus declared, “I, the one 
speaking to you - I am he.”

She then went off to tell her friends 
what had happened and verse 39 
says ‘many of the Samaritans from 
that town believed in him because 
of the woman’s testimony, “He told 
me everything I ever did.”  40 So 
when the Samaritans came to him, 
they urged him to stay with them, 
and he stayed two days. 41 And be-
cause of his words many more be-
came believers.  42 They said to the 
woman, “We no longer believe just 
because of what you said; now we 
have heard for ourselves, and we 
know that this man really is the Sav-
iour of the world.”

It is very important that we hear 
God’s message for ourselves.  Do not 
rely on friends.  Their testimony, their 
faith, their salvation will not get you to 
heaven EXCEPT you allow it to bring 
you to God and salvation through 

the blood of Jesus.

And so, yes professor, as Christians 
we also believe that water is the vital 
ingredient as it can well up and bring 
with it eternal life – but only through 
Christ Jesus.

So we have answered his first ques-
tion – we need that living water so we 
will really live and never thirst again. 

But what about his next two ques-
tions.

Question 2.  How does complex life 
form from such simple ingredients?

In other words how can complex 
man, complex animals, complex 
mountains, seas, mammals, snails 
and the gooseberry bush you have 
in your garden be formed out of 
bits and bobs of elements, or DNA 
to make everything individual.  The 
mind cannot comprehend.  

And his last question asks – 
3.  What were the driving forces, the 
energy sources that ignited it all?

Oh professor, can you not see it?  
With your reading, all your delving 
into science?  Too much education 
perhaps – come as a child; Jesus 
said Suffer the little children to come 
unto me for as such is the Kingdom of 
Heaven.  Faith, not learning, is what is 
needed here.

Let’s answer question 3 next 
What were the driving forces, the en-
ergy sources that ignited it all?  Re-
ally he is asking ‘how did it all begin 
/ what started it’.  Well if you want to 
know how it began you must go to 
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the beginning.

Genesis 1:1-3

1 In the beginning God created the 
heavens and the earth.  2 Now the 
earth was formless and empty, dark-
ness was over the surface of the 
deep, and the Spirit of God was hov-
ering over the waters.

So the answer is God the Trinity start-
ed it, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  
They are the three in one.  They can-
not be separated and yet they re-
main independent: something like a 
next of tables.  Three little tables that 
can be used independently and yet 
all nestled together where they make 
up a unit.

This is confirmed in John 1:1-4: In the 
beginning was the Word and the 
Word was with God and the Word 
was God.  He was with God in the 
beginning Through Him all things 
were made, without him nothing was 
made that has been made.  In him 
was life and that life was the light of 
men.’

So there quite simply professor is your 
answer – The driving forces were the 
Trinity.

Now for Question 2.  How does com-
plex life form from such simple ingre-
dients?

It happened because of the spoken 
Word – God Said

Genesis 1
3 And God said, “Let there be light,” 
and there was light.  4 God saw that 
the light was good, and he separat-

ed the light from the darkness. 5 God 
called the light “day,” and the dark-
ness he called “night.” And there 
was evening, and there was morn-
ing—the first day.

6 And God said, “Let there be a vault 
between the waters to separate wa-
ter from water.” 7 So God made the 
vault and separated the water un-
der the vault from the water above 
it.  And it was so. 8 God called the 
vault “sky.” And there was evening, 
and there was morning—the second 
day.

9 And God said, “Let the water under 
the sky be gathered to one place, 
and let dry ground appear.”  And it 
was so.  10 God called the dry ground 
“land,” and the gathered waters he 
called “seas.”  And God saw that it 
was good.

11 Then God said, “Let the land 
produce vegetation: seed-bearing 
plants and trees on the land that 
bear fruit with seed in it, according 
to their various kinds.”  And it was so. 
12 The land produced vegetation: 
plants bearing seed according to 
their kinds and trees bearing fruit with 
seed in it according to their kinds.  
And God saw that it was good. 13 
And there was evening, and there 
was morning—the third day.

14 And God said, “Let there be lights 
in the vault of the sky to separate 
the day from the night, and let them 
serve as signs to mark sacred times, 
and days and years, 15 and let them 
be lights in the vault of the sky to give 
light on the earth.”  And it was so. 
16 God made two great lights—the 
greater light to govern the day and 



the lesser light to govern the night. He 
also made the stars. 17 God set them 
in the vault of the sky to give light on 
the earth, 18 to govern the day and 
the night, and to separate light from 
darkness. And God saw that it was 
good. 19 And there was evening, 
and there was morning—the fourth 
day.

20 And God said, “Let the water 
teem with living creatures, and let 
birds fly above the earth across the 
vault of the sky.”  21 So God created 
the great creatures of the sea and 
every living thing with which the wa-
ter teems and that moves about in 
it, according to their kinds, and eve-
ry winged bird according to its kind.  
And God saw that it was good. 22 
God blessed them and said, “Be 
fruitful and increase in number and 
fill the water in the seas, and let the 
birds increase on the earth.” 23 And 
there was evening, and there was 
morning—the fifth day.

24 And God said, “Let the land pro-
duce living creatures according to 
their kinds: the livestock, the crea-
tures that move along the ground, 
and the wild animals, each accord-
ing to its kind.” And it was so.  25 God 
made the wild animals according to 
their kinds, the livestock according to 
their kinds, and all the creatures that 
move along the ground according 
to their kinds. And God saw that it 
was good.

26 Then God said, “Let us make man-
kind in our image, in our likeness, so 
that they may rule over the fish in the 
sea and the birds in the sky, over the 
livestock and all the wild animals, 
and over all the creatures that move 

along the ground.”

27 So God created mankind in his 
own image, in the image of God he 
created them; male and female he 
created them.  28 God blessed them 
and said to them, “Be fruitful and in-
crease in number; fill the earth and 
subdue it.  Rule over the fish in the 
sea and the birds in the sky and over 
every living creature that moves on 
the ground.”

And so professor again there is your 
answer – Yes there is a common de-
nominator.  Yes everything on, in and 
above this beautiful planet of ours is 
connected.  Those butterfly wings; 
the little snails that eat the vegeta-
bles and plants in the garden, the 
stars above and US.

We are all connected because 
God created this wonderful universe 
which you love so much; this universe 
that you spend hours and hours pon-
dering the beauty of.  By your own 
admission you look into the night sky 
and are in awe.

Maybe it is time to stop looking up to 
the stars for answers and start looking 
up to the heavens for God.

15
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Am I Looking To God?

Do we expect God to come to us with His blessings and save us? 
He says, “Look to Me, and be saved...” The greatest diffcult spiritu-  
ally is to concentrate on God, and His blessings are what make it 
so diffcult. Troubles a lmost a lways make us look to God, but H is  
blessings tend to divert our attention elsewhere. The basic lesson of 
the Sermon on the Mount is to narrow all your interests until your mi-
nd, heart, and body are focused on Jesus Christ.  “ Look to Me...”

Many of us have a mental picture of what a Christian should be, 
and looking at this image in other Christians’ lives becomes a hin-
drance to our focusing on God.  This is not salvation - it is not simple 
enough.  He says, in effect, “Look to Me and you are saved,” not 
“You will be saved someday.”  We will find what we are looking for 
if we concentrate on Him.  We get distracted from God and irrita-
ble with Him while He continues to say to us, “Look to Me, and be 
saved...” Our diffculties, our trials, and our worries about tomorrow  
all vanish when we look to God.

Wake yourself up and look to God. Build your hope on Him. No 
matter how many things seem to be pressing in on you, be deter-
mined to push them aside and look to Him. “Look to Me...” Salva-
tion is yours the moment you look.

Lord, unto You do I look up. How I know that “in me dwelleth no 
good thing”; and how marvelous is Your grace that I now find in my 
heart no motive save for your glory.

monthly devotional - oswald chambers

“Look to Me, and be saved. All you ends 
of the earth!  For I am God, and there is no 

other.”

Isaiah 45:22
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In July we met during our conference week with the intention of 
looking back at our year, and looking forward to our new one. But 
one of the things we discussed at length was the changing of our 
name, and as a church we took the step of changing ours. 

When the Church began in 1920, it didn’t really have a name other 
than cort street mission, which was where they were based. Even-
tually the congregation moved into Zion chapel and the name 
‘Zion Pentecostal church’ began. 

Zion, because that’s where they had moved into. Pentecostal be-
cause that was who we were by experience. And even when the 
church left the old Zion chapel building to move into our new home 
on Wensley road they kept the name

In 2007 the church changed its name because it was believed that 
local people would neither understand what the word Zion or what 
the word Pentecostal would mean. And for sometime we have 
been called Grace Community church. 

Grace is a powerful word and it means unmerited favour, the gift of 
God which is our salvation. But the name community unfortunately 
confused us with the community building which was next door and 
many people still wonder if we are the same as they. 

It was clear we needed to change our name, but what name to 
choose?

We gave the Church 3 choices:

1, to remain as Grace Community Church Blackburn
2, To change to Grace Church Blackburn
3, To return to our heritage and change to Grace Pentecostal 
church Blackburn

and in the end it was an overwhelming decision to return to our 
roots and be a Pentecostal church once again. And although 
some of our signage has still not changed yet, (this is being worked 
on) we are offcially changed to our new name with all the relevant  
authorities. 

But why change to Pentecostal and not simply just drop the com-
munity? 

written by jamie boulton
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The answer is because we want to re-
turn to being a Pentecostal people. 
and what this means is that we are 
people whose root and Joy is found 
in Christ Jesus, it rises through us, and 
spills out from us as we praise the 
Lord, with abandon and praise. We 
are not a group who wants to pray 
and praise in silence, although we 
may still do this, our name change 
declares, we don’t want to be that 
people any more. 

On the first feast of Pentecost after 
Christs resurrection, the disciples were 
praying when the Lord filled them 
with His Holy Spirit and they spoke in 
other tongues. 

Immediately they knew the super-
natural power of God, they knew the 
Power Jesus had moved in when He 
had ministered to the people and 
they knew what it was to love the 
Lord with all their heart, all their soul 
and all their mind. 
today I want to let you know that as 
Grace Pentecostal church, then we 
intend on sharing the message of the 
unmerited favour of God, with all Joy 
and excitement for what the Lord 
has done for us. 

And that’s what’s in a name. When 
the Pentecostal was dropped, some-
thing was lost, now it’s been returned 
I pray we find it again. 
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This months book review is an autobi-
ography called The Imams daughter 
by Hannah Shah.  It was published 
in 2009 by Rider an imprint of Ebury 
Publishing.

Hannah Shah (not her real name) is 
an Imam’s (Muslim Religious Leader) 
daughter.  She lived in England in the 
1980s, the daughter a devout family 
of Muslims but behind the front door 
she lived a tortured life. The purpose 
of the author writing this book is to 
show how through her courage and 
tenacity, she broke free from her 
background, became a Christian 

and embraced a new life in the world beyond its confines. 

This book can be read by Christian and non-Christian alike as the 
Christian content is not particularly deep.

It was a compelling story of Hannah’s upbringing though quite har-
rowing at times.  I enjoyed the descriptions she brings to the book 
of family life growing up in the 1980’s in what I guessed was the 
North of England, so was very familiar to most of us.  However, the 
book also describes in detail the abuse that she suffers at the hands 
of her father and the acceptance of this abuse by the family (be-
cause of fear of reprisals against them or other reasons hinted at 
during this book). The book was upsetting in some parts especially 
when Hannah describes the abuse in detail she receives from her 
father for daring to go against his wishes.  It was also sad to see 
that her families weren’t willing to help her but felt that her father’s 
wishes were law.

I did learn some interesting things, some of which I kind of knew 
but didn’t particular appreciate the implications.  For example, the 
fact that the Quran is written in Arabic and it must be read in that 
‘holy’ language but of course many people, especially in England 
don’t know Arabic so are taught the Quran says this and the Quran 
says that when in fact it depends on other people’s understanding 
of what it says.  This meant that many of rules that Hannah and her 
family had to live by (and told the reason they lived like that) was 
under false pretenses.  In addition, many religious books written by 

written by lynne haydock
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Muslim Imams were counted as im-
portant as the Quran. People were 
not allowed to read the holy book 
in their own language. This made 
me think of the parallel in our history 
where the Bible could only be read in 
Latin by the priests.  Not that I am in 
any way saying the Quran is compa-
rable to the Bible (which is the word 
of God).

To me an autobiography (or a spo-
ken) of a Christian should be how your 
life was before you became a Chris-
tian, how you became a Christian 
and then how your life has changed 
after you became a Christian.  Al-
though the stories of her childhood 
was very interesting the story of how 
she became a Christian was glossed 
over very quickly, understated and 
didn’t really shine through for me. 
However, she does take a brave step 
in telling her family that she has be-
come a Christian which puts her in 
huge danger explained in the book.
I also would have liked more about 
her testimony after she became a 
Christian.  I felt the majority of the 
book was about her childhood be-
fore she became a Christian and a 
little bit about how she became a 
Christian but nothing much about 
what has happened since.  Has God 
been able to use her experiences to 
help others, was she struggling to for-
give her family for the treatment of 
her – things like that.  I didn’t really 
get an impression of how important 
her new faith was for her.   It could 
have been that compared with the 
horrific things she has been through 
her conversion to Christianity and 
life after was more gentle so didn’t 
come through the book as strong to 
my mind.  It may be that she is help-

ing others in similar circumstances 
or still working through the effects of 
her childhood but cannot say in or-
der to protect her and others.  It just 
meant that because the book didn’t 
include much of her life after salva-
tion, it lost my interest at the end of 
the book.

It didn’t encourage me to search 
the Scriptures or taught me anything 
more about the Bible.  If you like to 
read ‘Survivor stories’ then you may 
enjoy this but I wouldn’t necessar-
ily recommend this book to another 
Christian – this was a book written by 
a Christian but I wouldn’t particularly 
call it a book to add to your Christian 
Library.

The following are the books that have 
been previously reviewed by Turning 
Pages

•	 Living	With	Confidence	in	a		
 Chaotic World by David 
 Jeremiah; 
•	 Joy	of	Encouragement	by	
 David Jeremiah
•	 The	Valley	of	Vision	by	Arthur		
 Bennett; 
•	 First	Light	by	Bodie	and	Brock		
 Theone; 
•	 Wigglesworth	(The	Complete		
 Story) by Julian Wilson; 
•	 Christ	in	the	Feast	of	Passover		
 by David Brickner and Rich  
 Robinson; 
•	 Whose	Child	is	this	by	Bill	Wilson;	
•	 Oceans	Apart	by	Karen	
 Kingsbury 
•	 Into	Africa	by	David	Womersley		
 and David Garrad.
•	 Crimson	Cord	by	Jill	Eileen	Smith
•	 Buried	Secrets	by	Irene	Hannon
•	 How	God	Became	King	by	
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 Tom Wright
•	 Jesus	Freaks	by	DC	Talk	and		
 The Voice of the Martyrs

If you would like to borrow any of 
these please look on the Turning 
Pages book case out in the Foyer 
or come and see me.  Please do fill 
in the signup sheet if you do take a 
book so that I know where it has gone 
and who has it. If you have a favour-
ite book you would like to share with 
others or one maybe you have just 
finished reading feel free to write a 
review for the Church Magazine.  If 
you would like help I have a sheet 
with suggestions.

If you have read a reviewed book 
from a previous magazine including 
this one and would like to add your 
own comment, please let me know.  
It can be as short or as long as you 
fee like. 

Feel free to disagree with my opinion 
or highlight something I have missed.  
It will then be added as a comment 
section to the next article.

Thank you to those that have bor-
rowed books, I will continue to 
change the books around in the Foy-
er so that people can see the full se-
lection of reviewed books.  

You’re invited to join us on
Saturday 10th September at 7pm 

for our....

Grace Pentecostal Church, Wensley Road, Blackburn, BB2 1QD
Tel:  01254 54541    Web: www.graceccblackburn.co.uk

WITH GUEST SPEAKERS: LIZ & MARK HOLDCROFT

RETURNING MISSIONARIES FROM SLOVAKIA

96th Anniversary 
Celebration!
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Superheroes…how amazing it was.  I think I have to say that this 
was the least stressful, smooth running, fun filled and gospel orien-
tated Holiday Club ever.  What made an impression on me mostly 
was how everyone worked so well together, there really was a tre-
mendous sense of team.  I can’t thank everyone enough for all the 
time and effort that went in.  Thank you to everyone that prayed 
for us.  I am pleased to say that Team SC won…..WE WON….Ha ha 
ha ha ha ‘marvel’ous!!!!! But guess what?  I have already had the 
idea for next year…so what this space…

Grace Kids is back in just a few weeks.  We will be saying goodbye 
to Stephanie who is off to University in Scotland, but we are wel-
coming Adam and Leah….as our new victims…..oh sorry; helpers.  
We are back with a bang, challenging the kids with this question, 
“Who are you living for?” 

We want them to really think about how they are living and exam-
ine their lives. Some kids think that because they attend church 
every week they are living for God, but this isn’t necessarily true. 
Going to church once or twice a week doesn’t mean you are living 
for God. So how can they know if they are really living for God? It’s 
simply by their actions. By the way they speak, the way they act, 
the things they watch and listen to and who they hang around 
with. These things will reveal who they are really living for. Some kids 
may realise that they have been living for others because they are 
worried about their image and they live to please other people. 
They want so desperately to fit in that they change the way they 
talk, dress and act just to be accepted by their friends. Some may 
realise that they have been living for themselves because they 
think something like this: “I don’t care what anyone thinks, as long 
as I’m happy, that’s all that matters.” And there will also be others 
who will see that they have been living for God. Once they realise 
who they’re living for then they can go about making changes in 
their life. You have to first see the problem before you find the solu-
tion. Are you ready to take them on a journey to see who they are 
living for? 

The thing is maybe as adults we need to look at this ourselves!  How 
good are you at making choices? Choices, are a part of everyday 
life. At the core of 1 Kings 18 is life’s ultimate choice. King Ahab was 
bad enough on his own but to make matters worse he married 
the wrong woman; Jezebel. And the pair of them led the Northern 
Kingdom down the road away from God. And then there was Eli-

written by christine morris
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jah the prophet who became a reg-
ular and permanent feature on  “Sa-
maria’s Most Wanted...” Elijah was a 
hunted man and the God of Israel 
was a hated God. So intense was this 
hatred that Jezebel went on a killing 
spree, hunting God’s prophets down 
and killing them with the sword. 

Here we are again in 1 Kings 18 Ahab 
and Elijah are again face to face. 
And so the 850 false prophets and 
the people of Israel gathered on Mt 
Carmel to meet the prophet of God. 
The clock is ticking and the show-
down has begun. Picture the scene 
in your mind - one lone prophet of 
God - 850 false prophets - a wicked 
King & Queen - AND - thousands of 
people gathered for a showdown.

The challenge is laid down…..How 
long will you not decide between 2 
choices? If the Lord is the true God, 
follow Him, but if Baal is the true God, 
follow Him!”  Elijah is placing before 
the people a clear choice. You can’t 
have it both ways, make a choice, 
get off the fence, quit playing games.

How do you think the people react-
ed?  The Bible says that the people 
said nothing.. The just sat there. They 
didn’t respond.  Why didn’t they? 
Sometimes silence is golden, but 
sometimes silence is just plain yel-
low.. cowardly!  Elijah offered them a 
challenge designed to give a visual 
demonstration of the superiority of 
the God of Israel.  A test that would 
show who really is the true God.

Sad isn’t it that no one said…oh no 
Elijah you really don’t need to do 
that, it’s not necessary. Immediately 
after Elijah prayed the fire of the Lord 

fell and burned up the sacrifice, the 
wood the stones, and licked up all 
the water in the trench.

A lot of Christians are pretending. 
They put on and take off their Chris-
tianity like an outfit every Sunday, 
and they figure if they just keep quiet 
they can keep their job. They can be 
popular. They can do whatever they 
want. But we have to make up our 
minds, we must make a choice.  Je-
sus said that no one can serve two 
masters…which one are you serving 
and living for?

WHAT’S YOUR FINAL ANSWER....
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Church Vision

“We as the body will seek continually 
to know the Lord as our beloved, to 

study His word that we may know Him 
better and that we may be witnesses 
of Christ Jesus in all the world that we 

inhabit”.

Church Values and Behaviours

“That we as a church will seek to 
Reach, Teach and Keep men and 

women, boys and girls to be citizens 
of the Kingdom of Heaven accessed 

through salvation in Jesus Christ”
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1. We believe that the Bible (i.e. the Old and New Testa-
ments excluding the Apocrypha), is the inspired Word of 
God, the infallible, all suffcient rule for faith and practice  
(2 Tim. 3:15-16; 2 Peter 1:21).

2. We believe in the unity of the One True and Living God 
who is the Eternal, Self-Existent “IAM”, Who has also re-
vealed Himself as One being co-existing in three Persons 
– Father, Son and Holy Spirit (Deut. 6:4; Mark 12:29; Matt 
28:19; 2 Cor. 13:14).

3. We believe in the Virgin Birth, Sinless Life, Miraculous Min-
istry, Substitutionary Atoning Death, Bodily Resurrection, Tri-
umphant Ascension and Abiding Intercession of the Lord 
Jesus Christ and in His personal, visible, bodily return in 
power and glory as the blessed hope of all believers (Isa. 
7:14; Matt. 1:23; Heb. 7:26; 1 Pet. 2:22; Acts 2:22, 10:38; 2 
Cor.5:21; Heb. 9:12; Luke 24:39; 1 Cor. 15:4; Acts 1:9; Eph. 
4:8-10; Rom. 8:34; Heb. 7:25; 1Cor. 15:22-24, 51-57; 1 Thess. 
4:13-18; Rev. 20:1-6).

4. We believe in the fall of man, who was created pure 
and upright, but fell by voluntary transgression (Gen. 1:26-
31, 3:1-7; Rom. 5:12-21).

5. We believe in salvation through faith in Christ, who, 
according to the Scriptures, died for our sins, was buried 
and was raised from the dead on the third day, and that 
through His Blood we have Redemption (Titus 2:11, 3:5-7; 
Rom. 10:8-15; 1 Cor. 15:3-4). This experience is also known 
as the new birth, and is an instantaneous and complete 
operation of the Holy Spirit upon initial faith in the Lord Je-
sus Christ. (John 3:5-6; James 1:18; 1 Pet. 1:23; 1John 5:1).
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6. We believe that all who have truly repented and believed in Christ 
as Lord and Saviour are commanded to be baptised by immersion 
in water (Matt. 28:19; Acts 10:47-48; Acts 2:38-39).

7. We believe in the baptism in the Holy Spirit as an endowment of 
the believer with power for service, the essential, biblical evidence 
of which is the speaking with other tongues as the Spirit gives utter-
ance (Acts 1:4-5, 8, 2:4, 10:44-46, 11:14-16, 19:6).

8. We believe in the operation of the gifts of the Holy Spirit and the 
gifts of Christ in the Church today (1 Cor. 12:4-11, 28; Eph. 4:7-16).

9. We believe in holiness of life and conduct in obedience to the 
command of God (1 Pet.1:14-16; Heb. 12:14; 1 Thess. 5:23; 1 John 2:6).

10. We believe that deliverance from sickness, by Divine Healing is 
provided for in the Atonement (Isa. 53:4-5, Matt. 8:16-17, James 5:13-
16).

11. We believe that all who have truly repented and believe in Christ 
as Lord and Saviour should regularly participate in Breaking of Bread 
(Luke 22:14-20; 1 Cor. 11:20-34).

12. We believe in the bodily resurrection of all men, the everlasting 
conscious bliss of all who truly believe in our Lord Jesus Christ and the 
everlasting conscious punishment of all whose names are not written 
in the Book of Life (Dan. 12:2-3; John 5:28-29, 1 Cor. 15:22-24; Matt. 
25:46; 2 Thess. 1:9; Rev. 20:10-15).
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The way in which people worship has been a hot topic since the 
beginning of time. Since creation there has been a continual effort 
of humankind to worship the creator. The methods and acts of wor-
ship have been as diverse as the people who have thought them 
up. Worshipping the sun, the moon, the heavenly entities. Worship 
of the trees and rocks and animals. The worship of a multitude of 
god’s almost too hard to count.  But the challenge of proper wor-
ship is not just an issue of ancient history. It is also an issue for us to-
day as we struggle to know what and how worship is to take place.  
A.W. Tozer wrote, back in the 1940’s before we had worship teams 
and theatre lights the following:

“It is certainly true that hardly anything is missing from our churches 
these days – except the most important thing. We are missing gen-
uine and sacred offering of ourselves and our worship to the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Unfortunately what we see too often today is that people aren’t 
exactly clear on what they were created for. Interestingly, the Bible 
tells us that God desires that every aspect of our lives be done so 
as to be an act of worship to Him in giving Him glory. (I Corinthians 
10: 31).  In this verse God is saying that even the most menial, rou-
tine, everyday things we do without even giving it much thought, 
must be done so as to glorify God. We are to bring Glory to God in 
everything.  Worship is what God meant us to do, to worship Him 
and enjoy Him forever.

God calls to us and invites us to come and worship Him. He doesn’t 
need our worship to be God.

But He delights in our worship because He is worthy of it and our 
worship demonstrates our acknowledgement of just who HE is.  Our 
communion with God is made complete and perfect in our act 
of worship.  Perfection of the order of how things are meant to be 
is found in our worship.  He is our God, our maker, we are His peo-
ple…it is just and proper that we would be worshippers of Him.

What is worship?

We are created to be first and foremost, worshippers.  Humanity 
was created to worship. (Rev. 4:9-11).  So we see that we were cre-
ated to worship. So why is it so hard for us to do. Why do we find it 
a struggle to worship? Perhaps we should begin at the beginning 

written by christine morris
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with a definition of worship.

We can only be true worshipers of 
God as we know what God intend-
ed worship to be.

There are many false ideas of what 
worship is. These wrong ideas are of-
ten influenced by our sinful nature 
and our cultural influences. We tend 
to equate worship with our other ex-
periences in life. So, worship is held 
up alongside our experiences of simi-
lar activities.

Sometimes we mistakenly borrow 
from the theatre and come expect-
ing to be entertained by the people 
up front. Or we compare worship to 
some event we go to that engages us 
at some level and we find ourselves 
emotionally invested. The result is we 
think that our worship should always 
be emotional.

Or we compartmentalise worship 
and it is only for one hour on Sundays. 
We approach worship with the same 
attitude we approach many things 
in life. With a “wait and see what’s in 
it for me?”

And as a result we find people feel-
ing let down and bored in worship 
because it doesn’t meet their expec-
tations.  Another great quote from 
Tozer is: “If worship bores you, you are 
not ready for heaven.”

The English word – worship – is from 
the word worth.  Worship means to 
accord God (the only one worthy 
of worship) proper recognition of His 
greatness and value (or worth).  The 
main Hebrew word for worship sha-
hah means to bow down, to pros-
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trate oneself in order to do homage 
to God. The Greek word proskuneo 
means to kiss toward or to kiss the 
hand of. – like blowing a kiss. Putting 
it all together.   Worship involves all 
that we are – our attitudes, emotions, 
actions, mind and will.   Worship is to 
be our priority for life.  It is the total 
adoring response of all that man is to 
all that the one eternal God is and 
does.  In worship we recognize and 
adore God, revealed in the person 
of Jesus Christ, and seek by the pow-
er of His Spirit to give God the glory, 
honour, praise, submission and ser-
vice which He deserves. 

 Author John Piper wrote: There are 
two great passions in the universe: 
God’s passion to be glorified and 
man’s passion to be satisfied. How-
ever, these two do not need to con-
flict. They can come to simultaneous 
fulfillment through worship, because 
God is most glorified in me when I 
am most satisfied in Him alone. 

In prayer we are occupied with our 
needs and the needs of others.  In 
thanksgiving we are occupied with 
our blessings. In worship we are oc-
cupied with Him.

Worship could be considered “a 
continual pre-occupation with God.”  
During the week we need to multi-
task and live our lives, but when we 
worship, it is mono-tasking – a pre-oc-
cupation with God and Him alone.

The truth is that, yes, some worship 
services are more inspiring than oth-
ers.   Some can seem more like a fu-
neral than a celebration of who God 
is.  Some can seem so chaotic and 
bombastic that you can’t hear your-
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self think.  But ultimately, we who are 
made to worship, can and should be 
able to worship almost anywhere at 
any time. We have the seed of wor-
ship in each of us and we choose to 
let it take root in us or not. We can 
choose to worship in any situation.  
It’s a choice.

How would you define true worship?
Has it been shaped by your expe-
riences; with large groups, small 
groups and individual worship when 
you spend time alone with the Lord?  
When we gather with others to sing, 
pray and listen to the Word, but think 
about something other than the Lord 
is that true worship?  

•	 True	worship	is	based	on	God’s		
 desire for you to worship him –  
 He seeks true worshippers

•	 True	worship	is	based	on	the		
 condition of your heart.  You  
 must be prepared to worship

•	 True	worship	is	the	connection		
 through the Spirit

•	 True	worship	must	be	based	on		
 the truth of God’s word

John 4:21 – 24 gives further insight 
into true worship. How could it be 
that God would seek anything? He 
created all things and owns all things 
and yet there is one thing He seeks af-
ter! Yours and my worship! The owner 
of all that exists wants our worship to 
such an extent that he seeks it! 

Another passage that speaks of 
God’s looking for those who will right-
ly worship Him is found in 2 Chroni-
cles 16:9 (NIV) For the eyes of the 

LORD range throughout the earth to 
strengthen those whose hearts are 
fully committed to him.” 

In other words, God is on the hunt.  
He is looking and seeking those who 
will be true worshipers of Him.

But He not only has created us to be 
worshippers, and seeks us out, we 
also see from Scripture that He calls 
us to worship Him.

It is not dependent on location: John 
4:21 – 24 Jesus talked about worship 
and tells us that true worship is not 
dependent on location – Jews in the 
temple and Samaritans on Mount 
Gerazim.  The issue of where the Lord 
is worshipped doesn’t really matter;  
look at Acts 16.  What is important is 
the spiritual condition of those who 
worship God.

Some religions emphasise the impor-
tance of the place for worship…mus-
lims required to make a pilgrimage to 
mecca and must face mecca when 
they pray, the geographical centre 
of their faith.  Hindu,  buddihists go to 
temples to worship in order to meet 
the god they believe they must go 
to where he lives…I would say this is 
true of some Christians too, that they 
must come to church to meet God.

1 Corinthians 3: 16 – don’t you know 
that you are the temple and his spirit 
lives in you.

Since God is always with you, you can 
worship anytime anywhere.  Wherev-
er you go God is already there wait-
ing for you, ready to enjoy time with 
you.
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Psalm 139:7-10 give a little more in-
sight into worship.  It’s not dependent 
on circumstances.  Do we think peo-
ple should dress a certain way, or act 
a certain way or use a certain style 
of music?

What is important is that the heart 
of the worshipper is turned towards 
God.

When true worship takes place, what 
are the results?
Isaiah 6:1-8 

•	 True	worship	draws	the	worship	
 per near to God.  God invites  
 us into His presence.  It is our  
 worship as well as our relation- 
 ship that is based on His love  
 for us. The Lord invites you to  
 draw near to God.  God wants  
 to meet with you. Psalm 73:28

•	 True	worship	glorifies	God.			
 When we are confronted by  
 His glory we realise we are un 
 worthy to be in His presence.   
 Romans 3:23

•	 True	worship	renews	the	wor-	
 shippers commitment to serve  
 God v 8.  When you have   
 drawn near to God then you  
 will want to tell others about  
 the Lord.  True worship leads  
 you  to be involved with other  
 in discipleship evangelism and  
 ministry.  Giving our lives as an  
 offering to serve God and oth- 
 er people.  Romans 12

•	 True	worship	brings	joy.	Psalms		
 95:1-3.  He changes your heart,  
 He will satisfy your soul.  You  
 may  enter in burdened down 

 but through true worship you  
 will come out singing praises  
 because of His mercy and  
 grace.

The moment you and I truly, sincerely 
enter into God honouring, God glori-
fying worship, we are suddenly given 
the best possible view of who God is 
and what He desires for us.  It is not 
in our service to Him, although serv-
ing in the name of Jesus is important. 
Jesus didn’t redeem us to make us 
workers, He redeemed us to make us 
worshipers.  And then out of the blaz-
ing worship of our hearts springs our 
work. It is not in our evangelistic ef-
forts, although God delights to see a 
person far from God come into new 
life with Him. No, the one thing that 
transfigures us into the closest ideal 
of what we are meant to be in the 
context of a living God is found in 
those unfortunately rare but wonder-
ful moments of true worship.

We mustn’t allow ourselves to be 
twisted and changed into a purpose 
other than the one we were primarily 
intended to be.  We were carefully 
designed and created to worship!  
There is absolutely no point in this life 
that you and I can come any clos-
er to perfection, total sanctification 
than when we are worshipping with 
a sincere heart. In those moments 
when we are pre-occupied with 
God and all the outside distractions 
are pushed aside and it’s just us and 
God. That is when we are nearest, 
this side of heaven, to being exactly 
what God wants us to be!



There are many things that need to be done in the kingdom and as 
such we have created a structure at Grace which allows people 
to move out into that good work the Lord has put into your heart. 
Our hope as a church is to release people into that gifting, which 
the Lord has given, so we may reach out in many directions, and it 
is Jesus who is directing us. 

All our activities here at Grace are for the purpose of seeing our 
vision outworked in people’s lives. And to do this, whatever it is that 
you feel the Lord has called you to do is either to: -

Reach = aimed at anyone who does not know the Lord Jesus as 
saviour and so is designed to teach them this truth by having an 
activity which the gospel may be audibly shared at. 

Teach = aimed at those who know the Lord as saviour that they 
can learn more about Christ and his nature, so we can be more 
like Him every day

Keep = for the purpose of meeting together to encourage one 
another with the Lord, to grow up in Christ. 

Serve = to make the process of Reaching, Teaching and Keeping 
possible, through the practical assistance needed. 

If you have such an idea, brewing within you and you don’t even 
know where to start, then can I encourage you to get in touch with 
me on either my email or by phone. We will talk about it and begin 
the process of getting this God given calling into practice

However, for others it may be that you don’t want to start an activ-
ity but look to help out with the existing church tasks. It’s just you 
don’t know where to start. So the ‘Gizza job’ section of our ‘Inspi-
ration’ magazine is to let you know about the ongoing roles, that 
need to be filled. Have a read of the descriptions and if you feel 
you can help, then please get in touch with the contact in the 
advert. 

For activity leaders, if you would like to advertise a role your looking 
for volunteers in, then please submit your advert to the communi-
cations team, with your contact details, so that people can get in 
touch. 

The Lord bless you in your service for His kingdom. 
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TODDLEABOUT
Activity Leader: Sharon Moorehouse

Type of Activity: Reach

Aim: to give parents/ carer’s and children the sound saving knowledge 
of Jesus Christ whilst providing a safe and secure environment for this to 
happen. To provide Age appropriate toys and activities and equipment to 
help develop and enhance the child’s developments. to support and ad-
vise parents as and when needed. To introduce children to the Lord Jesus 
Christ through example, prayers, stories and activities

When it takes place: ever Thursday 9 am to 3pm (term time only)

Where it takes place: Minor hall, Grace Pentecostal Church Blackburn

Helpers needed to do one of or all of the following:
•	helpers	are	required	to	come	and	sit	with	parents	and	carers	to	share	the	
gospel with, 
•	to	help	with	setting	up	and	putting	away,	
•	to	do	a	story	time	presentation	with	an	audible	gospel	message

Special requirements: will need to undergo a DBS check

Kids and Young Peoples Department
Current Deacon: None (interim is Jamie Boulton)

Department Vision: to provide activities and events to facilitate 
reaching young people under the age of 18 or those still in edu-
cation into the kingdom of heaven via the gospel, keeping them 
through encouraging fellowship and to teach them the word that 
they may grow closer to Jesus”.

Current Activities: Toddleabout, Grace Kids, Sunday School, Grace 
Youth, Grace Teens, Girdle Buster

36
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GRACE KIDS
Activity Leader: Christine Morris

Type of Activity: Reach

Aim:  to provide a sanctuary or city of refuge for children where they may 
come and find the only true refuge Jesus Christ as their Lord and saviour, 
through activities that teach Jesus and by building relationships so they 
can see Jesus in you.

When it takes place: Friday 5pm-730pm

Where it takes place: Grace Pentecostal Church Blackburn

Helpers needed to do:- one of or all of the following
•	Help	children	to	participate	by	befriending	and	sharing
•	to	help	with	story	telling
•	To	be	available	to	help	with	presentations	(need	to	be	free	Sunday	after-
noon/evenings for rehearsals)
•help	to	tidy	and	clean	and	put	away

Special requirements: will need to undergo a DBS check

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Activity Leader: None (interim Jamie Boulton)

Type of Activity: Teach

Aim:  to help the children discover the very nature of God for themselves 
through the bible. And to not look at it as a type of babysitting

When it takes place: Sunday 1030-1230

Where it takes place: Class room, Grace Pentecostal Church Blackburn

Helpers needed to do:- one of or all of the following
• take a Sunday school class on your own on a rota basis depending on 
how many Sunday school teachers, this will require you to need to do prior 
preparation and study so the children are adequately prepared for. 

Special requirements: will need to undergo a DBS check
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GRACE YOUTH
Activity Leader: Daniel Talbot, Melanie Boulton

Type of Activity: Reach

Aim:  to share the message of Salvation in Jesus Christ through interaction 
and programmes which are relevant to Young people. 

When it takes place: Friday 7pm – 9pm

Where it takes place: Grace Pentecostal Church Blackburn

Helpers needed to do:- one of or all of the following
•	Help	young	people	to	participate	by	befriending	and	sharing
•	to	help	with	activities
•	To	be	available	to	help	with	presentations	(need	to	be	free	Sunday	after-
noon/evenings for preparation)
•	help	to	tidy	and	clean	and	put	away

Special requirements: will need to undergo a DBS check



39

Adults Department
Current Deacon: None (interim is Jamie Boulton)

Department Vision: to provide activities and events to facilitate 
reaching adults of all ages into the kingdom of heaven via the gos-
pel, keeping them through encouraging fellowship and to teach 
them the word that they may grow closer to Jesus”.

Current Activities:-
Men of Grace, Ladies of Grace, Grace outdoors, Oasis, Food for 
Thought, Bible study/Sanctuary, Prayer meetings/first light, Prayer for 
Israel, Breaking of bread, Café Church

PRAYER MEETING/FIRST LIGHT
Activity Leader: None (interim Jamie Boulton)

Type of Activity: Keep

Aim:  to continue to pray for various means within our church and without 
to build our own faith and to discover the truths of the Lord’s will in our 
church
 
When it takes place: Tuesday 7am – 8 am or 7:30pm-8:30pm

Where it takes place: Grace Pentecostal Church Blackburn

Helpers needed to do:- one of or all of the following
•to	come	to	pray	for	the	missionary	activities	around	the	globe
•to	come	and	pray	for	the	church	planting	work	at	Great	Harwood
•to	come	and	pray	for	the	sick	of	our	Church
•To	come	and	pray	for	Evangelism	and	the	wining	of	souls
•to	come	and	pray	generally	that	the	Lord	would	move	in	His	mighty	power

Special requirements: none
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OASIS
Activity Leader: Carol Duxbury

Type of Activity: Keep

Aim:  to bring fellowship, companionship, friendship and encouragement 
based on psalm 92:13-15, to help those over 55 to become Fat and flour-
ishing in their old age

When it takes place: Friday 1230pm – 230pm

Where it takes place: Minor Hall Grace Pentecostal Church Blackburn

Helpers needed to do:- one of or all of the following
•	 to	lead	in	music,	the	time	of	worship

Special requirements: None

PRAYER FOR ISRAEL
Activity Leader: None (interim Jamie Boulton)

Type of Activity: Keep

Aim:  to continue to pray for the work of God amongst the Jews, for the 
peace of Jerusalem, and for Israel.  

When it takes place: first Wednesday of Every Month 1pm – 2pm

Where it takes place: Class room, Grace Pentecostal Church Blackburn

Helpers needed to do :- one of or all of the following
•	to	have	a	passion	for	the	people	of	Israel	to	come	to	know	Jesus	as	Sav-
iour

Special requirements: none
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Ministry Teams Department
Current Deacon: None (interim is Jamie Boulton)

Department Vision: to provide activities and events to facilitate 
reaching adults of all ages into the kingdom of heaven via the gos-
pel, keeping them through encouraging fellowship and to teach 
them the word that they may grow closer to Jesus”.

Current Activities:-
Men of Grace, Ladies of Grace, Grace outdoors, Oasis, Food for 
Thought, Bible study/Sanctuary, Prayer meetings/first light, Prayer for 
Israel, Breaking of bread, Café Church

STEWARDS

Activity Leader: none (interim jamie boulton)

Type of Activity: Serve

Aim:  to serve the church by helping all event, activities and meetings to 
run smoothly by providing practical assistance  

When it takes place: could be any time 

Where it takes place: Grace Pentecostal Church Blackburn

Helpers needed to do :- one of or all of the following
•	 to	greet	people	at	the	door
•	 to	help	distribute	communion
•	 to	help	set	the	communion	up
•	 to	be	a	point	of	contact	for	visitors
•	 to	pray	with	those	who	have	accepted	the	Lord	as	saviour
•	 to	help	to	provide	security	whilst	others	are	distracted

Special requirements: none
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WORSHIP GROUP
Activity Leader: Christine Morris

Type of Activity: Serve

Aim:  to provide the opportunity to worship the Lord via music in any event, 
activity or meeting  

When it takes place: could be any time (worship practice currently Thurs-
day 7:30pm-10pm

Where it takes place: Main hall, Grace Pentecostal Church Blackburn

Helpers needed to do :- one of or all of the following
•	 to	play	a	musical	instrument	or	sing
•	 to	work	the	overhead	projector
•	 to	man	the	sound	desk

Special requirements: none
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Missions Department
Current Deacon (none) interim is Jamie Boulton

Department Vision: To inspire the church into service and to man-
age and assist in our involvement in the spread of gospel of Jesus 
Christ, locally and throughout the World

Current Activities:-
Missions disbursements, Church planting, church without walls

CHURCH PLANTING

Activity Leader: none (interim jamie boulton)

Type of Activity: Reach

Aim:  To create a viable and self-sustaining church which shares our vision 
and goals and joins with us in close union, all over the world

When it takes place: could be any time 

Where it takes place: Grace Pentecostal Church Blackburn

Helpers needed to do :- one of or all of the following
•	to	help	with	evangelism	strategy	for	the	town	of	Great	Harwood
•	to	create	and	edit	a	quarterly	newsletter	to	be	sent	to	all	those	interested	
in the works at Great Harwood
•	Labourers	to	help	with	the	clearing	out	and	rebuilding

Special requirements: none
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Admin Department
Current Deacon (none) interim is Jamie Boulton

Department Vision: To provide the practical service to allow the 
church’s function of reaching, teaching and keeping to go on, 
through providing a safe and habitable environment, the means 
to communicate to one another and to the outside world and to 
keep us in a legal state through accurate financial records.

Current Activities:-
New building projects, Cleaning, maintenance, caretaking, gar-
dening, Treasurer, Finance team, Social media, website, Newsletter, 
Advertising, Publishing

NEW BUILDING PROJECTS/GARDENING/
MAINTENANCE/CLEANING/CARETAKING

Activity Leader: none (interim jamie boulton)

Type of Activity: Serve

Aim:  Keep the building in a safe and habitable condition for the use of all 
other departments.  

When it takes place: could be any time 

Where it takes place: Grace Pentecostal Church Blackburn

Helpers needed to do :- one of or all of the following
•	Cleaners	to	clean	the	building	regularly
•	To	help	mow	the	lawn	regularly	and	manage	the	plant
•	 to	complete	 the	various	maintenance	 jobs	 listed	 on	 the	board	under	
new project, Gardening, and Maintenance
•	to	help	with	regular	setting	up	for	the	various	meetings	and	their	require-
ments

Special requirements: none
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Ezekiel Chapter 9

We often quote the verse – God is patient and long suffering, 
not willing that any should perish….but there comes a time when 
His patience runs out.  There are lots of comparisons here. 6 men 
(guards) with deadly weapons – do these represent the 6 nations 
of which the Babylonian army are composed?  Are they angels 
bringing judgement, -  though there are 2 angels going to Sodom 
and Gomorrah; 1 angel for the first born back in Egypt; 7 angels for 
the vials in Revelation.

Guards would have been stood at the city gate – but we already 
know that an idol is placed there.  Normally they would be fighting 
against the enemy of Judah but God has called them to come 
and judge and destroy the people of God!  However one of them 
is not armed with a weapon of slaughter but with a writing kit.

This is like a re-enactment of the first Passover in Exodus 12.  Just as 
the Lord passed through Egypt and didn’t touch those who had the 
mark (on the doorposts and lintel) here these 6 individuals were to 
pass through the city of Jerusalem slaughtering anyone who didn’t 
have the mark – old, young, male, female, defenceless, frail – they 
were condemned.

I wonder if it stirred memories too of Joshua and Caleb’s entry into 
the promised land and they were told to slaughter the Canaanites, 
Hittites…etc…told to wipe them all out.

I’m sure it was meant to bring to mind the Passover…but here there 
is one massive difference…it is God’s people who are being slaugh-
tered.  The slaughter begins in the temple with the 25 Elders (v9).

JUDGEMENT BEGINS IN THE HOUSE OF GOD.  

written by christine morris
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What think ye of Christ? O! I feel he is mine
God blessed forever eternal divine,

My merciful Saviour, Redeemer and God,
Who saved me from ruin by shedding his blood.

 
My Prophet, the will of the Lord to make known,

My Priest and my offering, for sin to atone.
My Captain, salvation and strength to impart,
The Lord, King of Glory, who reigns in my heart.

 
What think ye of Christ? he is goodness and love,

The saints, intercessor now pleading above,
My life, and preserver, the truth and the way,

My rock and my fortress, my shield and my stay.
 

What think ye of Christ? I believe he’ll soon come
To call up his servants and bring them safe home,

For he is the Conq’ror of hell and the grave,
My life-giving Jesus, almighty to save.

 
What think ye of Christ? O! my poor meagre thought

Can never conceive of his love as I ought;
But when I’m in glory beholding his face,

For ever and ever I’ll sing of his grace.

Written by S. Moore

contributed by carol duxbury W
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3 years ago I felt a very strong impression that I needed to preach a 
message to the church asking the question, did they want to grow. 
I believed at the time it was a pivotal message and at the end of 
it asked people to respond by coming forward to be prayed for. 
Many people did. 

I wanted to share it again with you and ask you to look once again 
at the commitment that was asked of you. Did you come forward 
to respond in agreement and for prayer. Where are you now with 
that response some 3 years on? 

Its time to choose what you want

Read Philippians 4:2-9

An apology, today I want to preach a message I felt I probably 
should have preached before now, only in truth I have been afraid 
to preach it.

The truth is I have been merrily planning a way forward for us as a 
church, praying for and then preaching outreach strategies, a way 
to manage our church and a way to try and encourage everyone 
of us to grow in the Lord.

But there is a part I haven’t done, a most important part.

Now it might be that today is the day the Lord wants this to be 
shared, after all you’ve needed time to get to know me and hope-
fully trust me. 

Having talked too many of you, you have felt you needed a time 
to rest after the diffcult period you have come out of. We have  
had a chance to explore the word and I know so many of you have 
enjoyed a chance to grow in this.

Our worship has developed as we have been able to let ourselves 
go a little bit and trust the Lord. 

But there is still a conversation we have not had yet.

The Churches vision is that we as a body will seek to continually 
know the Lord as our beloved, to study His word that we may know 
the Lord better and then to share all that the Lord has done is us 

written by jamie boulton
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with those outside.

Yet I have never asked you do you 
actually want to do this!

It’s quite fundamental really, but to-
day is the day when I’m going to ask 
you that question, but wrapped in 
the larger question

What is it that you want from Christi-
anity? Have you ever thought about 
it?

do you want revival? Do you want a 
bigger worship, more meetings, an 
infilling of the Holy spirit, a closer walk 
with Jesus, that feeling of closeness 
always, the constant knowledge of 
being in Jesus arms, a bigger church, 
a better pastor, your own ministry, 
miracles signs and wonders.

Or maybe you just don’t want to be 
stuck where you are now spiritually 
but you don’t know what’s over the 
other side of the Hill. Let me leave 
you with that a moment during this 
morning, you need to ask what do 
you want, because until you know 
where can you go?
For those of you who can answer 
that question, even if it’s the general 
I just want to grow in Christ, let me 
give you this thought which we need 
to carry with us.

The definition of insanity is doing the 
same thing over and over again and 
expecting a different result.

My fear in asking this question

Was that you may just say, in truth 
Jamie I just want the quiet life, I want 
to come to church, here my Sunday 

sermon take the communion sing 
some worship and get on with my 
day to day.

That maybe your thought, why does 
he have to rock the boat like this, why 
cant we just carry on.

The answer is friends, because we 
can’t.

My six months is nearly up, whether 
you know it or not the enthusiasm of 
a new pastor and the excitement of 
the changes and the celebration is 
coming to an end,

I can feel it, I did last week, there was 
something not right, something not 
here, all the elements were right, we 
had good worship, we had a good 
communion, and we had the word, 
but a piece was missing.

I wonder can you feel it to, or have 
you for some time. Is your heart tell-
ing you there is something missing? 

Let me tell you what it is, it’s how 
much of yourself you willing to sacri-
fice to Jesus

We live in the 80 20 split, where those 
with talents, energy and drive fulfil 
their sacrifice in their service, and the 
rest of us turn up to meetings and put 
in the tithe.

What more could I want, after all you 
give up Coronation street for the bi-
ble study, 

But seek first the kingdom of God and 
His righteousness; Mathew 6:33

At no point in that scripture is church 
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attendance, giving financially or of 
your time described as seeking first 
the Kingdom of God or His righteous-
ness.

Friends its time for us to mature and to 
realise just being here doesn’t mean 
a thing, giving all of your money wont 
get you closer to Jesus, and spend-
ing all your effort into service isn’t a 
relationship with your beloved, all the 
things should be the fruits that come 
from your personal sacrifice, not your 
actual sacrifice.

We must continually seek to know 
the Lord as our beloved, and plan-
ning on doing exactly what you have 
since the day you chose that seat to 
sit on and sat on it every Sunday you 
could, won’t get you close to Him, 

Instead a willingness to do nothing 
out of our comfort zone has become 
abhorrent and we are left behav-
ing as ladiocea neither hot nor cold, 
wanting to see the Lord move when 
and where it is convenient for us.

It cant be like this anymore, we have 
to do more, we have to want more, 
the Lord of love who died for you 
and I arms open wide, the beloved 
waiting for His bride to prepare her-
self, she is righteous, made so by Him, 
but she wont get out of bed, its not 
convenient, but it has to be conveni-
ent, We have to want more,

We have to be willing to do more, and 
we can but it isnt the Lord who needs 
to come close It has to be about our 
willingness to get closer, we have to 
acknowledge we have to be willing 
to sacrifice.

To our Scripture

As Paul wrote this letter to the Philip-
pian church he knew what it was to 
sacrifice and he wanted to share it.

This is the last letter he sent to any 
of the Churches, whilst suffering in 
prison, no longer in the house prison 
of previous letter, now in the cruel 
dungeons of Nero the most unpre-
dictable mad man of the ancient 
world, but yet he want to write an 
encouraging letter and he sent it to 
the church he loved the most, Where 
the Lord had sent him and where he 
didn’t want to go. 

Where there was no Jewish presence 
and his considerable levitcal and 
pharisaic knowledge seemed use-
less. 

Where his first converts and strongest 
supporters had been mere women, 

Where he had been sent to prison, 
whipped and scourged for casting 
demons out of the slave girl who 
could tell the future. 

Where the Lord set Paul and titus free, 
but they didn’t not escape instead 
leading the jailer to the Lord. 

And, brothers, we make known to you 
the grace of God which has been 
given among the churches of Mac-
edonia; that in much testing of trou-
ble, the overflowing of their joy, and 
the depth of their poverty, abounded 
to the riches of their generosity.  For I 
testify that according to their ability, 
and beyond their ability; they gave 
willingly;  with much beseeching, 
begging us that they might receive 
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of us the grace and the fellowship of 
the ministry to the saints. And not as 
we hoped, but first they gave them-
selves to the Lord, and to us through 
the will of God,      2 Corinthians 8:1-5

He loved them and he knew they 
were faithful and they were gener-
ous, as you are friends, today I do 
not rebuke you instead I want to 
challenge you as Paul did the Philip-
pians to press on further towards the 
upward call of Christ Jesus

Paul wrote no great doctrines in this 
letter, but described most beautifully 
the humility of Christ to come as a 
man, being fully God, yet to dwell in 
a body of flesh, having never known 
sin, now tempted by that flesh in eve-
ry type of sin.

Yet it was His obedience to His Holy 
calling, by which you and I can 
stand. This was His part, suffered will-
ingly and against His own nature, he 
waded head first into the muck and 
mire and pulled you and I out of it.

Instead it’s a letter of thanksgiving 
and rejoicing, even though he suf-
fered terribly, He rejoiced and he 
wanted the Philippians and you and 
I to know the reason why he could

The Summing up of Philippians in 
these 8 verses.

These verses can be split up into 
three, who must be first in our lives, 
who is Jesus to us and finishing with 
the practical advice, that we all 
need today, How might we move 
forward to maturity, standing in the 
middle of what’s right and what we 
can get away with no longer.

Paul begins by begging these two la-
dies to have one mind in the Lord, 

Does that mean he is asking them to 
simply compromise and agree, the 
answer is no, he is drawing back to 
what he had said in chapter 2
For let this mind be in you which was 
also in Christ Jesus,  who, being in the 
form of God, thought it not robbery 
to be equal with God, but made Him-
self of no reputation, and took upon 
Himself the form of a servant, and 
was made in the likeness of men. And 
being found in fashion as a man, He 
humbled Himself and became obe-
dient unto death, even the death of 
the cross. Philippians 2:5-8

Friends if Jesus had thought of him-
self where would we be, 

yet Paul could say, because of his 
own position, that disputing about 
which is the right way to serve the 
Lord was irrelevant and childish, in-
stead he asked not only them, but 
the church at large to have the 
same mind as Christ, Obedience to 
our bond which we made with Christ

Salvation was of Grace not of works, 
but having been saved by grace we 
have to remember the commitment 
we made was that we would be the 
bond servants of Christ, obedient to 
His calling.

Paul wasn’t asking the women to 
compromise, but to remember if we 
are obedient to the good works the 
Lord has called us to it may mean 
you do one thing and she another, 
which is right, if they are both in obe-
dience they are both right.
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Euodia means a good walk with the 
Lord and Syntyche means the favour 
of God. Which is right, both are admi-
rable to search after if done in obe-
dience. But Paul goes on to remind 
us we are yolk fellows, in other words 
we share the burden of the gospel 
labours, using himself Paul, meaning 
little and Clement meaning mild.

We who are little and mild in power 
yoke fellows in His obedient calling. 

Remember Paul isn’t planning to re-
buke, but gently reminding us all, its 
not about ministries or service, we his 
bond servants called to put His will at 
the forefront of our lives. If we wish to 
walk the good walk, or to see the fa-
vour of God in our lives, then we too 
must be obedient, putting all else 
second, including ambition, I won-
der are we willing to do this 

Paul brings this down to the most spir-
itual understanding, if your focus is 
on your ministry, this church or your 
attendance, you’re in the wrong. 

We must all be like minded and have 
a mind like Christ’s, obedient to the 
father willing that His kingdom be 
above all else, even our service, Put-
ting Christ first in our lives

Peace in your mind

So Paul having reminding us once 
again that Jesus our all in all is the fo-
cus of our all, now points us to some 
wonderful truths that will bring you 
peace of mind by showing us that 
our walk is based upon the way we 
see Jesus.

I wonder friends how do we see Je-

sus, as our great provider, or as be-
loved, the way we see him is based 
upon our Spiritual maturity, and in all 
love its time to grow up friends.

Paul highlights three things that we 
must put into practice to see the 
peace of our Lord washing over us, a 
peace that passes all understanding 
that’s not about being well and con-
tent, but a peace that our attach-
ment to Christ is secure. 

Because he is our hope and anchor 
in unsure waters. Today tie yourself to 
mast of His love, you will not be sorry.

Paul teaches us to do so is to rejoice 
in the Lord always, do all things in 
moderation and not to be anxious 
but bringing our prayers and suppli-
cations before the Lord

Rejoice in the Lord at all times, seems 
so clear it doesn’t need explanation, 
but it possibly needs the most be-
cause we miss the point.

Rejoice in the Lord, not other things, 
spiritual or not, but the Joy of our sal-
vation bought at that great cost.

you don’t need the promotion, the 
house, the car, they wont make you 
happy, they aren’t the rejoicing, The 
lords favour bestowed on us cannot 
be measured by the material such 
an idea will have you forever want-
ing, forever waiting, always hungry 
never satisfied.

Paul from His chains, says I rejoice, 
why, no not why in who, In Christ Je-
sus, my salvation is my all in all, it is 
my joy it is my peace it is my precious 
promise I hold on to, 
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Let go of it friends, let go of it, not to 
get it back just let go of it. You can 
only grow in the light by getting clos-
er to it, make that conscious choice 
that we continue to encourage the 
passionate flames of His salvation in 
us.

Seek first the kingdom of heaven 
and his righteousness. Imagine the 
freedom of that, your permanent 
smile knowing what ever happens, 
the most secure thing in your life is 
that you are saved and are a citizen 
of heaven, a truth which becomes 
more and more revealed the closer 
we get to Jesus. 

As such Paul urges us to show moder-
ation in our consumption of that out-
side of Christ so as to reveal to others 
that Christ is your all in all.  And in-
stead urges us to anxious of nothing

The simple truth is there is nothing 
that is worth worrying about, be-
cause it can all be taken from you, 
except that which is most precious, 
your Lord Jesus. Paul had everything 
taken away including liberty.

But whatever things were gain to me, 
those I counted loss for Christ. But no, 
rather, I also count all things to be loss 
for the excellency of the knowledge 
of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose 
sake I have suffered the loss of all 
things, and count them to be dung, 
so that I may win Christ  and be found 
in Him; not having my own righteous-
ness, which is of the Law, but through 
the faith of Christ, the righteousness 
of God by faith,  that I may know 
Him and the power of His resurrec-
tion and the fellowship of His suffer-
ings, being made conformable to His 

death; if by any means I might attain 
to the resurrection of the dead.  Not 
as though I had already attained, ei-
ther were already perfect, but I am 
pressing on, if I may lay hold of that 
for which I also was taken hold of by 
Christ Jesus. Philippians 3:7-12

So we should also bring our prayers 
in to this subjection, growing in our 
faith, being satisfied with the answer 
we are given, 

For many of us, we have the faith in 
Prayer, but the unwillingness to ac-
cept His will over ours, 

But Paul urges us to move from infan-
cy to maturity, from praying for our 
bellies to be full and to move on to 
pray for our Spirits to be satisfied. 

What is your prayer life, Lord give me, 
is He Just Jehovah Jireh to you, or is 
He precious redeemer and Loved 
one.

Paul says if you can be moved by a 
desire to know the Lord as all in all, 
and not just as provider we can re-
ceive a deep peace. 

And its an unnatural peace of mind, 
Paul shouldn’t be rejoicing, in today’s 
world he would have a psychologi-
cal evaluation, but he is, because his 
peace is not on the temporal which 
is to fade away its on the heavenly. 
Friends we must change. 

Do you worship a golden calf today, 
is that the God that brought you out 
of Egypt, or do we worship the God 
in the wilderness and do we note we 
are in it. It takes sacrifice to do this, 
it’s a conscious choice, to move from 
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the infant who must be fed every-
thing, changed and burped unable 
to do anything for themselves. Or will 
you move to the adult, moved by the 
wonderful sacrifice of your Saviour, 
redeemer and beloved, studying His 
word, searching out the scriptures for 
yourself, being Joyous, no it because 
you feel excited in your tummy, but 
because you are saved and the word 
tells you so. Speaking to Him in prayer 
and seeking His face no matter the 
hours it may take to break through 
content to give Him every last minute 
of your life.

Do you feel the intense obligation 
of our Lord and saviour, He who 
reached across time to dwell in your 
heart will you not begin to sacrifice 
your life to him, as the burnt offering, 
giving your all in all, no element kept 
aside

It isn’t earthly things we should be fo-
cused on anymore, that’s the chal-
lenge to us.

I have shared this heart with some 
and seen some amazing results, as 
they have abandoned secular activ-
ities drawn into the word and willing 
to make time early in the morning, 
late at night. 

Such sacrifice isn’t easy, and it re-
quires you to have the desire to want 
to do it. I asked you at the start what 
do you want.

It was a trick question, because that 
long list of things are outpourings of 
wanting just one thing. A desire to 
walk closer with Jesus day by day, 
and that’s not going to happen, by 
doing the same old thing.

These last two verses give us Paul’s 
guide on what we should do if we 
choose we want to move from infant 
to adult, if we want to mature, if we 
want to move from an empty feeling 
of nearly touching heaven but being 
a hair width away. 

That is to sacrifice ourselves to allow-
ing more of Christ in our lives. 

Finally, my brothers, whatever things 
are true, whatever things are hon-
est, whatever things are right, what-
ever things are pure, whatever things 
are lovely, whatever things are of 
good report; if there is any virtue and 
if there is any praise, think on these 
things. Do those things which you 
have also learned and received and 
heard and seen in me. And the God 
of peace shall be with you Philippi-
ans 4:8-9

These words all have meanings which 
carry them further than they are used 
in the translation Put in to terms we 
may understand it, Paul’s word could 
be summed up as this

Here is some practical advice be-
cause there are so many distractions 
but none of them are good for you. 
So its as simple as this, this world has 
nothing good for you so fill your time 
up drawing closer to the Saviour Je-
sus Christ. Seek Christ Jesus because 
He is the only Truth that exists on the 
earth because in Him nothing else 
is concealed, there are no hidden 
agendas, just His love. Therefore in 
your life do things which would be 
considered honourable to your char-
acter as a person saved by grace 
and wont come between you and 
Jesus or make you ashamed to be in 
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his presence. I don’t just talk about 
sin here, but also things which take 
your time away from being with Him. 
Do what you consider to be holy and 
righteous all the time, you don’t just 
have to save it up for church, make it 
who you are and be free to seek the 
Lord in your own time as well. Actu-
ally be a person who is clean who is 
genuinely attempting not to be car-
nal or selfish and instead be Christ 
focused, it wont half help to control 
that flesh if you act as though being 
pure for your saviour is important all 
the time. This way other Christians will 
see your example as lovely and you 
to seek what is lovely in your own ac-
tivities, ask yourself what would Je-
sus do. If your not sure then choose 
things which are spoken of well by 
others you know to have the same 
Christ centred ambitions and if they 
are of a profit in terms of righteous-
ness in your thoughts, feelings and 
actions you tell others too.

Now consider all that has been said 
here and take an account of your 
life, are you short in any area then 
seek the Lord, you are asking a good 
thing.

Paul’s advice here to the Philippians 
was sound because it pushed them 
into searching for the only thing he 
never comments on,

He knew their giving was exemplary 
because he had said they gave from 
their poverty.

He knew their brotherly love was ex-
cellent because of what they had 
done for him and others,

He knew their zeal for their church 

was excellent.

But here in theses passages he 
summed up one are that we to must 
consider, how to grow into mature 
Christians, how to desire more from 
the Lord.

And the answer was to seek first His 
kingdom, but also to seek His right-
eousness. 

But it requires that we seek it. Philippi-
ans carries that wonderful chapter of 
Christ’s Humility and obedience. 

Blessed redeemer, precious redeem-
er, seems now I see him on Calvary’s 
tree, wounded and bleeding, for sin-
ners pleading, blind and unheeding 
dying for me. 
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