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FROM THE PASTOR
Written by Jamie Boulton 						   
											         

that  you may have 
wel l  been in  the MEN 
arena,  means i t  carr ies 
a  specia l  s igni f icance. 
But  even that  doesn’t 
make i t  unique as 
many of  us  can prob -
ably  remember  the 
1996 bombing of  the 
Arndale  shopping 
centre  and i ts  t ruly 
barbar ic  devastat ion. 

For  many of  our 
readers  the UK is  not 
their  or iginal  home, 
and such ac ts  of  v io -
lence may st i r  your 
own memories  of 
t imes of  devasta-
t ion,  loss  of  hope, 
and weeping for  such 
mindless  destruc t ion.  
These memories  br ing 
f resh pain ,  or  re - open 
the wounds of  fear 
and terror,  and quite 
f rank ly  we can be lef t 
shak ing our  heads 
ask ing what  can be 
done. 

I  wonder  f r iends as 
you have heard this 
terr ib le  news,  as  you 
have fe l t  these terr ib le 
feel ings  of  fear,  what 
has  i t  caused you to 
do. 

For  some i t ’s  caused 
them to get  angr y, 
to  shake a  f i s t  and 
demand ac t ion is  done 
to  put  the countr y 
back on i ts  feet  so 
that  we are  no longer 
under  such terror. 
As  an histor ian this 
v iew surpr ises  the 
l i fe  out  of  me and 
expla ins  fu l ly  that 
so  few people  have 
long memories.  For 
a l though Is lamist  ter-
ror ism may be new to 
us,  ter ror ism,  destruc-
t ion and death is  not . 
Even with many of 
our  l i fet imes we can 
remember  per iods 
of  ter ror ist  bombs 
destroying pubs, 

W elcome to 
this  i ssue of 
“ I nspirat ion” 

our  monthly  church 
magazine,  des igned 
to  keep you informed 
of  a l l  that ’s  going on 
here  at  Grace.

As  I  come to wr i te 
this  months  ‘word 
f rom the Pastor ’ i t  i s 
with  a  heav y hear t 
that  we see the terr i -
ble  unfolding pic tures 
of  a  wicked ac t  of  ter-
ror ism perpetrated.  
I t  i s  of  course  fa i r  to 
point  out  that  around 
the wor ld  such ac ts 
of  senseless  v iolence 
are  committed ever y-
day on the unsuspec t-
ing regardless  of  age, 
sex ,  ethnic i t y  and even 
re l igion.  Yet  the con-
stant  news coverage 
and sombre mood, 
coupled with the 
c loseness  to  the atroc-
i t y,  and the l ikel ihood 
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our  way of  l i fe  rather 
i t ’s  that  our  societ y 
i tse l f  i s  ent i re ly 
broken. 

I  wonder  i f  you can 
agree with that? 

M aybe you don’t  but  I 
th ink there  is  a  lot  of 
evidence which sup -
por ts  i t .  The desper-
ate  need in  our  own 
countr y  which has  to 
be met  by food banks, 
toy  banks  and debt 
re l ief.  The epidemic 
of  addic t ion to  drugs 
and a lcohol  within 
our  c i t ies  which adds 
to  the desperate  s i t -
uat ion.  The a lmost 
record number  of  sui -
c ides  due to  lonel i -
ness,  depress ion and 
feel ings  of  no wor th, 
but  above a l l  what  is 
i t  that  our  societ y  and 
communit ies  stand for, 
the answer  is  of ten 
sel f - interest .  O f  course 
none of  this  feeds  the 
ideology of  a  suic ide 
bomber,  except  that 
h is  soul  purpose was 

to  destroy societ y.  And 
that ’s  what  they have 
in  common,  for  a l l  of 
these things  that  are 
par t  of  our  societ y 
are  caused by our 
societ y  and are  here 

to  destroy our  societ y. 
And this  was  opt i -
mised by the repor t ing 
of  people  post ing fake 
pic tures  of  loved ones, 
saying they were lost 
in  the t ragedy,  school 
chi ldren c la iming to 
have best  f r iends now 
dead,  a l l  hours  f rom 
the t ragedy and none 
of  i t  t rue.  Why did they 
do i t?  S imply  because 
they wanted to  be 
famous. 

Many churches  get 
involved with several 
ways  we can tr y  and 
help to  put  societ y 
back together  again . 
However  the t ruth that 
we must  use the feel -
ings  of  th is  moment  to 
help us  accept  is  that 
l ike  humpt y dumpt y, 
a l l  the k ing’s  horses 

hotel  and k i l l ing of f i -
c ia ls ,  adults  and chi l -
dren.  And I  fear  to  te l l 
you f r iends that  when 
this  wave of  terror  i s 
ended,  i f  the Lord has 
not  yet  returned,  i t 
wi l l  be  perpetrated by 
other  groups

I  don’t  say  that  today 
to  t r y  to  comfor t  you. 
I  am sure  there  is  l i t t le 
comfor t  in  such a  sta-
t ist ic .  R ather  I  want 
to  say  this  to  you 
because I  want  you to 
remember  something 
v i ta l ,  in  this  moment 
whi lst  you st i l l  feel 
the way you do.  And 
I  want  you to  k now i t 
now because t ime is 
a  great  forgetter  of 
events,  and for  a l l  of 
the feel ings  of  anger 
and fear  now,  they wi l l 
be  gone,  you wi l l  be 
at  ease again ,  and you 
wi l l  forget  these feel -
ings  ever  happened. 
But  whi lst  the feel ings 
are  f resh I  want  you to 
k now that  such events 
are  common place in 
societ y  and repeat 
themselves  for  var ious 
di f fer ing causes. 

You see,  i t  i sn’t  that 
a  few bad eggs come 
and break our  societ y, 
our  communit y  even 

You see,  i t  i sn’t  that  a  few bad 
eggs come and break our  societ y, 
our  communit y  or  even our  way 
of  l i fe,  rather  i t ’s  that  our  societ y 
i tse l f  i s  ent i re ly  broken. 
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world which we l ive 
in  can be l ikened to 
a  burning bui lding, 
and no one has  a  hose 
pipe.   Who set  the 
bui lding on f i re  i s  not 
real ly  the discuss ion 
to  be having whi lst  i t 
i s  burning around you. 
The only  thing to  do is 
to  rush in  and save as 
many people  as  we can 
f rom i t . 

S o how do we get 
saved f rom s in  which 
is  destroying our 
societ ies,  which has 
destroyed the wor ld, 
which means we need 
to  be saved. 

The answer  is  given to 
us  by the Lord at  the 
same t ime as  He te l ls 
us  s in  has  destroyed 
us  and cursed us.  I t 
wi l l  be  through God’s 
own son,  Jesus  Chr ist 
who came and l ived 
a  l i fe  ent i re ly  by  the 
rules  of  a  fa i r  and 
just  societ y.  Being an 
example of  love,  care 
and compassion even 
for  those who hated 
H im.  Yet  He was  bru-
ta l ly  murdered whi lst 
never  ac tual ly  having 
been found gui l t y  of 
anything including 
made up charges  by 
people  who conspired 

against  H im.  He even 
found the t ime to  help 
someone get  saved 
whi lst  He was  being 
brutal ly  murdered.

And the only  reason 
those who did this 
to  H im have,  i s  that 
they didn’t  l ike  H im, 
What  an example of  a 
broken societ y. 

Yet  without  the broken 
societ y,  Jesus  would 
not  have been cruci -
f ied,  and He,  a  s in less 
man,  would not  have 
been able  to  pay the 
pr ice  for  a l l  s in .   What 
an i rony,  but  i t  was 
because societ y  is 
so  broken that  Jesus 
needed to  die  and i ts 
only  because societ y 
is  so  broken that  an 
innocent  man did die 
for  ever yone’s  s ins. 

But  He didn’t  stay 
dead,  three days  later 
He rose again ,  as  a 
promise to  a l l  of  those 
who accept  H im as 
their  saviour,  that  they 
too wi l l  r i se  with H im. 
and let  me be abso -
lutely  c lear,  that  was 
a l l  God,  and nothing 
to  do with societ y. 
For  the Lord has  come 
to seek and save that 
which was  lost . 

and a l l  the k ing’s 
men cannot  put  them 
together  again . 

For  societ y  has  been 
broken long before 
Manchester  ever 
existed.  The destruc-
t ion goes  back to  the 
beginning,  to  Adam 
and Eve,  to  the fa l l  of 
mank ind and to  the 
entrance of  s in ,  death 
and judgment  into the 
wor ld. 

And that  impulse  to 
promote one’s  se l f 
over  another,  the 
desi re  to  destroy,  the 
nature  of  the devi l , 
manifested i tse l f 
a lmost  immediately 
as  Cain  beat  Able  to 
death,  af ter  lur ing 
him innocent ly  to  a 
meet ing.  The same evi l 
spir i t  of  murder  that 
was  shown on Monday, 
i s  seen in  the f i rst 
chi ldren because i t  i s 
s in ,  and not  Is lamists 
ex tremists  which have 
destroyed our  societ y. 
And without  s in  being 
remedied there  is  no 
putt ing the countr y 
back together. 

I n  fac t  i t  i s  too late, 
there  is  no putt ing 
societ y  back together, 
anyone’s  societ y.  The 
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accept ing Jesus  as  our 
saviour,  by  admitt ing 
that  we too are  par t 
of  th is  broken societ y, 
and choosing no 
longer  to  t r y  to  make 
i t  better,  but  rather  to 
save people  f rom i t . 

As  a lways,  I  pray  for  a 
bless ing on those who 
seek the face of  the 
Lord. 

You may have heard 
the phrase ‘ throwing 
good money af ter  bad ’.  
I  hope that  you can 
now see that  there  is 
no hope for  this  wor ld 
but  in  the wor ld  that 
i s  to  come.   Which we 
can access  through 

I  would once again l ike  to  thank a l l  of  the contr ibutors  to  this 
month’s  i ssue and a  specia l  thanks  to  Margaret ,  Vick y  and Chr ist ine 

Muandi  for  their  t ime and ef for t  putt ing the magazine together.  
Let  me encourage you i f  you do have a  poem,  a  test imony or  a 

shor t  message you would l ike  to  share  then you can come and see 
me or  emai l  i t  to  pastorgracechurchblack burn@hotmai l .co.uk
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TO OUR NEW FAMILY IN 
CHRIST
Written by Pam H icken						    

As  I  wr i te  this  my 
brother  is  current ly 
res iding in  cr i t ica l 
care  at  Royal  Preston 
Hospita l  and I ’m off  on 
s ick  leave f rom work , 
but  I  am reminded of 
Jesus’ words ;  “Peace 
I  leave with you;  my 
peace I  give  you.   I 
do not  give  to  you as 
the wor ld  gives.   Do 
not  let  your  hear ts  be 
t roubled and do not 
be afra id.”  John 14v27.  

I  was  15 when I 
became a  Chr ist ian I 
had a  longing to  go to 
church and k now God 
s ince I  was  10-11yrs 
o ld.   We were not  a 
fami ly  who went  to 
church,  when my mum 
remarr ied she had sa id 
that  when we move to 
another  town I  could 
star t  going to  church 
with my step dad.   So 
at  13yrs  o ld  I  s tar ted 
to  attend the 8am 

communion ser v ice 
at  the local  Church 
of  England Church.  
Not  long af ter  my 
mum marr ied my step 
dad he had star ted 
to  hit  me,  never  out 
of  temper  but  out  of 
control  on my l i fe, 
he  became an a lco -
hol ic ,  over  the years 
h is  temper  became 
out  of  control  and his 
behaviour  towards  me 
became worse.   There 
were objec ts  he pur-
posely  kept ,  and even 
made,  in  the house to 
hit  me with which was 
ver y  premeditated, 
painful ,  humil iat ing 
and demoral is ing.   Yet 
I  would wake him up 
ever y  Sunday for  h im 
to dr ive  me to  church 
and ever y  day we 
would appear  to  the 
wor ld  to  be a  normal 
loving fami ly.   As  a 
teenager  I  was  c lose 
to  suic ide but  at  15yrs 

W e would l ike 
to  say  a  huge 
thank you for 

the warm welcome we 
have received f rom 
al l  of  you.   Recent ly 
we have been seek ing 
a  new church where 
we could belong,  to 
receive bibl ica l  teach-
ing and encourage -
ment,  where we could 
grow in  Chr ist ,  for  H is 
g lor y.   We a lso needed 
a  fami ly  which our 
chi ldren would feel 
a  par t  of  and under-
stand the love of 
Jesus  Chr ist .   R ichard 
and I  a lso  wanted 
to  be used by Chr ist 
in  h is  miss ion for 
the Church.   Grace 
Pentecostal  has  def i -
n i te ly  t icked a l l  those 
boxes ;  now we just 
need God to  reveal 
more of  h is  v is ion for 
us,  our  par t  within  the 
body of  the Church.
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and suffer ing became 
real  and far  worse 
than I  had ever  expe -
r ienced in  my darkest 
days  –  For  me!   Peace 
descended again in 
my l i fe,  k nowledge of 
God’s  love broke me, 
my gui l t  and shame 
removed and he began 
to  rebui ld  me.   L i fe 
keeps throwing prob -
lems at  me but  God 
keeps moving me 
through i t .   He is  my 
anchor,  my rock ,  my 
eagle’s  wings  and the 
more t ime I  spend with 
him the more I  see 
H is  works  in  my l i fe.  
I  have been made to 
feel  the lowest  of  the 
low over  the years  but 
God l i f ts  me up ever y 
t ime;  when I  reach out 
to  him He gives  me his 
Peace.

You are  a lways  wor thy 
to  be rescued and you 
can a lways  receive H is 
Peace,  just  ask  and 
you wi l l  receive.   Jesus 
is  there  for  those who 
cal l  out  to  him no 
matter  what  your  s i tu-
at ion is ;  he  has  expe -
r ienced pain ,  pover t y, 
humil iat ion,  suf fer-
ing and parent less  so 
he can now stand with 
you in  your  suf fer ings 
and dress  you in  Royal 

Robes,  be at  Peace in 
your  darkest  moments.

Please be strength-
ened by my words, 
encouraged in  your 
walk  and blessed in 
your  decis ions.   Peace 
through the Holy 
Spir i t  to  you a l l .   Glor y 
to  God in  a l l  that  we 
do.

fol lowing a  number  of 
God planned events  I 
gave my l i fe  to  Chr ist , 
the beat ings  did  not 
stop but  Peace came 
into my l i fe.   The Peace 
to  cope,  the Peace 
which took the phys-
ica l  pain  away,  the 
Peace which helped 
me to  be successful 
in  the things  I  turned 
my hand to  –  and now 
with the abi l i t y  to  look 
back I  see God shaping 
and moulding me 
ready to  do his  wi l l , 
for  H is  Glor y.

Unfor tunately  my fa i th 
was  unable  to  grow 
over  the nex t  7  years, 
a l though I  prayed and 
read my bible,  I  had no 
teaching and strayed 
a  long way f rom God ’s 
path,  but  then I  ended 
up in  Black burn and 
attended a  local 
church and wow God ’s 
message hit  me.   Yes 
Jesus  died on a  cross 
for  my s ins  but  he was 
beaten 1  lash away 
f rom death,  he had 
thorns  forced onto 
his  head,  he carr ied 
a  cross  on his  b leed-
ing back ,  he was 
humil iated and his 
Father  turned his 
back on him –  For  me!   
Suddenly  the pain 
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WHAT’S IN A NAME?
Written by Margaret  R awcl i f fe  					  

o ld  sel f  instead of  the 
rock God cal led him 
to be.  The same is  t rue 
for  Jacob.  God cont in-
ued to  cal l  h im “Jacob” 
to  remind him of  h is 
past  and to  remind 
him to depend on 
God’s  st rength. 

Why did God choose 
new names for  some 
people?  The Bible 
doesn’t  give  us  H is 
reasons,  but  perhaps i t 
was  to  let  them k now 

they were dest ined for 
a  new miss ion in  l i fe.  
The new name was a 
way to  let  them in  on 
the div ine plan and 
a lso to  assure  them 
that  God’s  plan would 
be ful f i l led in  them.”

Now I  have taken this 
ver y  shor t  passage 
f rom a  sermon that 
Jamie gave in  July 
2014 because i t  was 
this  that  made me 
star t  to  wonder  about 

G od changed 
Jacob’s  “sup -
planter ” name 

to “ Israel ,” “having 
power  with God ” 
(Genesis  32 :28) .  He 
changed Simon’s  “God 
has  heard” name to 
“Peter,” “rock ” ( John 
1 :42) .  Why did Jesus 
occas ional ly  ca l l  Peter 
“S imon” af ter  He had 
changed H is  name 
to “Peter ”?  Probably 
because S imon some -
t imes ac ted l ike  his 

S ource:  Got  Quest ions?  (w w w.gotquest ions.org)

“Quest ion:  “ Why did God sometimes change a  person’s  name in 
the Bible?”

Answer :  When God changed a  person’s  name and gave him a  new 
name,  i t  was  usual ly  to  establ ish  a  new ident i t y.  God changed 

Abram’s  “ high father ” name to “Abraham,” “ father  of  a  mult i tude” 
(Genesis  17 :5)  and his  wi fe’s  name from “Sarai ,” “my pr incess,” to 

“Sarah,” “mother  of  nat ions” (Genesis  17 :15) .  We k now from histor y 
that  the descendants  of  Abraham and Sarah formed many nat ions, 

inc luding the Jews’ and Musl ims’. 
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generat ion before  we 
saw God move amaz-
ingly  and now here 
he is ,  potent ia l ly  ( in 
fac t  not  potent ia l ly  as 
he is  considered even 
today in  Judaism) , 
the most  wicked of 
a l l  the k ings  of  both 
Israel  and Judah.   The 
most  wicked of  them 
al l ,  who did the great-
est  and the worst 
atrocit ies  and yet  h is 
father  was  a  man of 
God and he grew up 
k nowing the power  of 
God and he did  wick-
edness,  unbel ievable 
wickedness.”

Causing to  Forget  
How dreadful  to  be 
given a  name l ike  that 
and then l ive  up to  i t .  
However,  there  was 
hope on the hor izon 
and i f  you want  to 
refresh your  memor y 
on that  sermon i t  i s 
f rom 27th July  2014 
ent i t led  You can’t 
push God to  break his 
promises.

So then f rom that  we 
learn that  we cannot 
re ly  on our  parents 
for  us  to  have a  good 
re lat ionship with 
God.   They can guide 
us,  they can teach us, 
they can advise  us 

but  each and ever y 
one of  us  has  to  make 
our  own choice when 
i t  comes to  our  re la-
t ionship with God.   So 
what  about  other  bible 
names that  we k now 
of  which are  in  use 
today?   I  have taken 
the fol lowing names 
f rom the young people 
I  see in  the ser v ice 
on a  Sunday morning 
and for  the meanings I 
resor ted to  Google! 

Wel l  we have an Adam 
in  our  Young People, 
so  as  Adam was the 
f i rst  person to  k now 
God along with Eve 
let ’s  star t  there.  
Apparent ly  the name 
Adam means ‘ to  be of  a 
red colour ’ and maybe 
this  i s  re lated to  the 
fac t  that  he spent  t ime 
in  the garden whi lst 
Eve means to  breathe 
or  l ive.

I  have sa id  before  that 
those t imes Adam 
and Eve spent  with 
God must  have been 
so ver y  precious  and 
yet  they probably 
didn’t  real ise  i t .   How 
many t imes are  we lef t 
feel ing beref t  because 
as  the song r ight ly 
says  ‘you don’t  k now 
what  you’ve got  unt i l 

names and so I  quote -

Hezek iah and 
Manasseh his  son.

And Hezek iah was 
quite  a  remark able 
man and he spent  his 
ent i re  l i fe  defend-
ing Judah f rom the 
onslaughts  of  the 
k ingdom of  Assyr ia 
and yet  the lord 
answered his  prayer 
ever y  t ime and the 
Assyr ians  never 
came and they never 
destroyed him.   Yet 
in  his  own l i fe  he had 
seen the k ingdom of 
Is rael  carr ied away 
and just  h is  par t  of 
i t  le f t .   But  in  his  age 
he became spir i tual ly 
proud of  h is  achieve -
ments  and he thought 
nothing of  invit ing the 
v is i tors  that  had come 
from Babylon to  see a l l 
the wonder ful  wealth 
of  I s rael .   This  was  a 
great  mistake that  he 
made.

But  his  son Manasseh 
is  another  stor y  a l to -
gether.   Manasseh 
means ‘Causing to 
forget ’ and no man 
could have a  greater 
name than Manasseh 
to  suit  h is  charac ter  - 
‘Causing to  forget ’.   A 
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same.   Each and ever y 
one of  us  has  caused 
God to  gr ieve over  us.  
And yet  God took care 
of  them and he takes 
care  of  us.   Yes  they 
were banned f rom the 
G arden,  but  that  was 
for  their  own good.   I t 
was  imperat ive  that 
they did  not  eat  f rom 
the t ree of  ever last-
ing l i fe  –  they f i rst 
of  a l l  needed to  be 
restored.   Just  l ike  you 
and me.   So for  those 
we k now who are 
cal led Adam or  Eve let 

us  pray  for  them that 
they wi l l  a lways  l ive 
and breathe for  God.  
That  their  l ives  wi l l 
be  so encased in  him 
that  ever y  breath they 
take wi l l  be  a  fur ther 
inf i l l ing of  h is  g lor y  in 
their  l ives.

But  what  of  other 
names that  we use 
today?   M y new l i t t le 
grandson is  just  3 
weeks  and 1  day old 
today and his  parents 
have given him the 
name Noah-James.  
They did  apparent ly 

par t icular ly  want  bib -
l ica l  names which is 
st range consider ing 
that  at  th is  moment 
in  t ime neither  of 
them go to  church.  
However,  that  i s  how 
i t  i s  and I  real ly  hope 
that  Noah l ives  up 
to  his  name which I 
understand means 
rest ,  comfor t .  

Wel l  the Old Testament 
Noah had quite  a  bit 
of  work  on his  hands 
before  he could rest 
but  my prayer  for 

l i t t le  Noah and a l l  h is 
fami ly   i s  that  they wi l l 
indeed f ind rest  and 
comfor t  in  Jesus.   That 
would be real ly  won-
der ful  and an answer 
to  prayer  as  my son at 
one t ime did give his 
l i fe  to  Jesus  but  now 
seems so far  away 

How many of  you 
k now a  Daniel?   Again 
we have a  Daniel  in 
church,  and what  a 
wonder ful  young man 
he is .   H is  name means 
God is  my Judge and 
doesn’t  he just  suit 

i t ’s  gone’

This  happens in 
our  l ives  too with 
f r iends and fami ly 
that  we haven’t  been 
in  contac t  with  for  a 
whi le,  not  because we 
have fa l len out ,  but 
because t ime passes 
and events  in  our  l ives 
take over.   We lose 
t rack  and before  we 
k now i t ,  we have spent 
months  and months 
out  of  fe l lowship or 
contac t  with  them.  
Let  us  not ,  l ike  Adam 

and Eve,  neglec t  the 
fe l lowship of  f r iends 
and fami ly.   Let  us  not 
do things  to  hur t  them 
which would cause a 
dr i f t  bet ween us.  

Now there  wi l l  never 
be anything that  we 
can do that  would hur t 
fami ly  and f r iends as 
much as  Adam and 
Eve hur t  God the day 
that  they betrayed 
him.   But  don’t  forget , 
in  the same way that 
Adam and Eve hur t 
God,  each and ever y 
one of  us  has  done the 

Each and ever y  one of  us  has  caused God to  gr ieve 
over  us.   And yet  God took care  of  them and he takes 
care  of  us. 
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what  a  bless ing i t  i s  to 
witness  i t .

Luke 2 :36–38 says 
There was  a lso  a 
prophet ,  Anna,  the 
daughter  of  Phanuel , 
of  the t r ibe of  Asher.  
She was  ver y  old ;  she 
had l ived with her 
husband seven years 
af ter  her  marr iage,  and 
then was a  widow unt i l 
she was  e ight y-four.  
She never  lef t  the 
temple but  worshiped 
night  and day,  fast ing 
and praying.   Now 
of  course  none of  us 
would l ike  to  see our 
Anna become a  widow 
af ter  seven years  of 
marr iage –  but  what 
an amazing test imony 
the Old Testament 
Anna had.   She spent 
her  t ime,  worship -
ping,  fast ing and 
praying.   Perhaps we 
can pray though that 
God would cont inue to 
give our  Anna such a 
worshipful  spir i t  that 
throughout  her  ent i re 
l i fe,  no matter  where 
He sends her  (and I 
real ly  feel  that  God 
has  a  specia l  work  for 
her)  that  she wi l l  con-
t inual ly  feel  h is  pres-
ence surrounding her.

M icah meaning Who 

is  the Lord is  one 
of  the minor  proph-
ets  and again one of 
our  Young People.  
And our  M icah is  not 
without  ta lent !  

Quote f rom the inter-
net :  M icah the prophet 
was  a  younger  con-
temporar y  of  I sa iah 
and prophesied to 
both Israel  and Judah 
dur ing the t ime of 
Jotham,  Ahaz and 
Hezek iah,  k ings  of 
Judah;  and of  Pek ah 
and Hoshea,  the last 
t wo k ings  of  I s rael .  
M icah sympathized 
deeply  with the 
common people,  being 
moved by the socia l 
wrongs of  h is  t ime 
(Ch.  2-3) ,  and became 
the people’s  advocate 
and defender  as  wel l 
as  their  accuser.  He 
c lear ly  sets  for th  the 
wickedness  of  Judah 
and Israel ,  their  pun-
ishment,  their  resto -
rat ion and the coming 
Chr ist .  As  compared 
with Isa iah,  he was  a 
s imple  countr yman, 
born of  obscure par-
entage and recognized 
as  one of  the peasant 
c lasses,  whi le  Isa iah 
was  a  c i t y  prophet  of 
h igh socia l  s tanding 
and a  counsel lor  of 

i t .   Just  l ike  Daniel 
of  the Old Testament 
our  Daniel  i s  neither 
ashamed,  nor  embar-
rassed to  te l l  anyone 
that  he loves  God and 
that  he k nows one day 
he wi l l  s tand before 
him to account  for 
h is  l i fe.   I t  i s  impor-
tant  to  remember  that 
in  ever ything we do 
and whatever  we do, 
whether  i t  i s  good or 
bad,  we wi l l  a l l  one 
day come before  God 
and he wi l l  be  our 
judge.   What  a  test i -
mony that  i s ,  to  be 
able  to  say  I  k now 
that  God is  my judge.  
Not  mank ind,  not  my 
teacher  at  col lege,  not 
my fami ly  –  God is  my 
judge.

And of  course  we 
have Anna,  Daniel ’s 
s ister.   ( Wel l  in  our 
church any way,  not 
in  the bible ! )   Anna, 
fun- loving,  bubbly, 
spir i t - f i l led and car ing 
Anna.   Another  of  our 
amazing Young People 
and doesn’t  she just 
enjoy s inging and 
playing the drums.   We 
should a l l  take a  leaf 
out  of  Anna’s  book .  
When she star ts  to 
praise  the Lord,  she 
s imply  goes  for  i t  and 
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worship t ime when the 
music  team are  up at 
the f ront .   I  remem-
ber  the f i rst  t ime I 
heard him s inging at 
the f ront  and I  to ld 
him how blessed I  had 
been to  hear  h is  voice.  
Note,  th is  was  not  the 
f i rst  t ime he had sung 
at  the f ront  –  i t  was 
s imply  the f i rst  t ime 
I  had heard him s ing 
out  loud enough for 
me to  hear  i t !   I  am 
st i l l  b lessed by i t .   H is 
voice  is  deepening and 
is  becoming r icher  as 
he s ings  out  for  God.  
One day maybe he too 
wi l l  prophesy l ike  his 
contemporar y  of  long 
ago.   What  a  wonder 
that  would be to  hear 
our  young people 
te l l ing what  God is 
declar ing to  them.   We 
should pray  for  that 
in  a l l  of  our  young 
people.

And what  about  Ol iver 
–  wel l  there  isn’t  an 
Ol iver  in  the bible 
but  the bibl ica l  o l ive 
t ree ( f rom where we 
can take the name) 

is  sa id  to  symbol ize 
f rui t fulness,  beaut y 
and dignit y.   E .g. 
‘Ex tending an ol ive 
branch’ s igni f ies  an 
of fer  of  peace.

The “ol ive -tree,  wi ld 
by nature” (  Romans 
11:24 ) ,  i s  the shoot 
or  cutt ing of  the good 
ol ive -tree which,  lef t 
un- graf ted,  grows up 
to  be a  “wi ld  ol ive.” 
I n  Romans 11:17 Paul 
refers  to  the prac-
t ice  of  graf t ing shoots 
of  the wi ld  ol ive  into 
a  “good” ol ive  which 
has  become unfruit-
fu l .   By  such a  process 
the sap of  the good 
ol ive,  by  per vading 
the branch which is 
“graf ted- in ,” makes  i t  a 
good branch,  bear ing 
good ol ives.  Thus  the 
Gent i les,  (which is  us) 
being a  “wi ld  ol ive,” 
but  now “graf ted- in ,” 
y ie ld  f rui t ,  but  only 
through the sap of  the 
t ree into which they 
have been graf ted. 
This  i s  a  process  “con-
trar y  to  nature” (11 :24 
) .  

k ings.

The Great  Truths  of 
M icah’s  Prophec y 
Are :  (1)  The destruc-
t ion of  I s rael  (1 :6-7) 
(2)  The desolat ion of 
Jerusalem and the 
temple (3 :12 and 
7 :13) .  (3)  The carr y-
ing of f  of  the Jews to 
Babylon (4 :10) .  (4)  The 
return f rom capt iv i t y 
with  peace and pros-
per i t y  and with spir-
i tual  b less ing (4 :1-8 
and 7 :11-17) .  (5)  The 
ruler  in  Z ion (M ess iah) 
(4 :8) .  (6)  Where and 
when Jesus  should be 
born (5 :2) .  This  i s  h is 
great  prophec y and 
is  accepted as  f inal  in 
the announcement  to 
Herod.

So then,  M icah – 
someone who God 
had his  hand on.   And 
our  M icah,  wel l  I  do 
bel ieve that  dur ing 
this  past  12 months 
God has  had his  hand 
upon him and there 
has  been a  change in 
him.   M icah is  matur-
ing as  a  teenager  and 
into a  young man of 
God.   There  is  an a i r  of 
spir i tual i t y  about  him.  
God’s  hand is  upon 
him which is  not ice -
able  even dur ing the 

What  a  wonder  that  would be to 
hear  our  young people  te l l ing 
what  God is  declar ing to  them.
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has been graf ted- in  to 
become one of  God’s 
chosen people  and to 
see him worshipping, 
a long with our  other 
young people  on a 
Sunday morning real ly 
i s  a  bless ing.

And what  about  L i ly, 
now I  have lost  t rack 
of  a l l  their  ages  and 
I  don’t  k now whether 
L i ly  st i l l  comes down 
to Young People  or  to 
the Youth,   but  having 
found the fol low-
ing explanat ion about 
L i l ies  I  want  to  share 
i t  with  you because 
i t  real ly  spoke to  me 
when I  read i t .

“Consider  the L i l ies”

What  a  beaut i -
fu l  lesson Jesus  has 
taught  us  of  rest  and 
quietness  f rom the 
l i l ies !   “Consider  the 
l i l ies  of  the f ie ld,” He 
says,  “how they grow : 
they toi l  not ,  neither 
do they spin .”*  He is 
t r y ing to  teach us  how 
free we can be —free 
f rom al l  ear thly  cares 
and anxiet ies.  The 
l i ly  does  not  strug-
gle ;  i t  has  no anxiet ies 
about  i ts  future ;  but  i t 
grows.  I t  grows to  be 
beaut i fu l . 

Even Solomon in  a l l 
h is  g lor y  was  not 
ar rayed l ike  one of 
them.  God paints  the 
f lower  with greater 
beaut y  than the robes 

That ’s  a  bi t  l ike  going 
to  the garden centre 
to  buy a  f rui t  t ree, 
perhaps an apple.  
Now suppose your 
garden is  smal l ,  there 
is  no way you can 
plant  a  t ree that ’s 
going to  over-run your 
garden,  so  what  do 
you do.   You buy a  t ree 
that  has  been graf ted 
on to  a  smal l  root 
stock .   Al l  the f rui t 
t rees  in  our  garden 
are  l ike  that .   We have 
10 of  them exclud-
ing the f rui t  bushes, 
or  11 i f  you count  the 
smal l  o l ive  t ree at  the 
s ide of  the house in  a 
container !

So for  our  Ol iver,  he 
is  apt ly  named.   He 
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to  rest ,  and we cannot 
do this  without  much 
prayer.  “Cease thy 
toi l ing and care.” Learn 
a  lesson f rom the 
l i l ies .  Rest  in  the Lord, 
and He wi l l  make you 
an objec t  of  Chr ist ian 
beaut y  that  wi l l  b less 
the wor ld.  Even af ter 
you are  long gone, 
that  rest ful ,  pat ient 
l i fe  wi l l  cast  i ts  rays  of 
l ight  and beaut y  back 
and chase away the 
shadows f rom the l i fe 
of  others.

There  are  so  many 
names we could look 
at  –  f rom the oldest 
to  the youngest .   Al l 
the l i t t le  ones  we have 
in  Sunday School  and 
Toddle  About .   And 
what  about  l i t t le 
S olomon who runs 
around on a  Sunday 
morning –  let ’s  never 
do anything to  dis-
courage our  l i t t le 
ones.   Do not  let  i t  be 
a  distrac t ion and hon-
est ly,  I  enjoy watching 
him s i t  on the stage 
at  the f ront ,  squashed 
into the space at  the 
lec tern.   Who k nows, 
one day he might  just 
be behind i t  preach-
ing.   And did you k now 
that  h is  mum is  teach-
ing him some s ign 

language?  You might 
see her  sometime 
showing him di f ferent 
s igns  as  they look at 
h is  books.

Who k nows,  (and I  to ld 
her  this )  but  some 
day,  Solomon might 
be the one to  te l l  a 
deaf  person that  Jesus 
loves  them.   Let ’s  face 
i t  –  someone has  to!

Some names we no 
longer  hear  quite  as 
much for  new babies 
but  what  a  bless ing 
they are  –

Merc y –  Oh we a l l 
need God’s  merc y.  
Don’t  any one of  you 
think that  you can get 
by without  i t .

Grace –  wel l  that ’s 
good isn’t  i t… our 
church is  named af ter 
i t !   We have i t  wr i t ten 
a l l  over  the place and 
declared on banners 
ins ide and out !

Pear l  –  now you might 
wonder  why I  sa id 
that ,  (apar t  f rom the 
fac t  that  Margaret 
means Pear l )  do you 
k now where you can 
f ind the name Pear l  in 
this  church?  

of  k ings.  I f  you would 
be beaut i ful ,  you must 
rest  in  the Lord.  Just 
a  l i t t le  st ruggl ing, 
and you wi l l  mar  the 
whole.  Chr ist  wants  to 
reveal  H imsel f  through 
you.  He wi l l  shine the 
beaut y  of  H is  own glo -
r ious  person into your 
soul  i f  you wi l l  but  be 
quiet .  Have no anxiet-
ies  about  the things 
that  per ta in  to  this 
l i fe,  and Jesus  wi l l 
c lothe you with the 
beaut ies  of  heaven. 
Charac ter,  as  the years 
pass  on,  i s  revealed on 
the face.  The miser ’s 
face shows the miser ly 
condit ion of  h is  hear t . 
Jesus  wi l l  s tamp H is 
own image upon the 
soul  i f  the soul  i s  kept 
in  quietness,  and this 
image wi l l  s tand out  in 
beaut y  on the face and 
out ward l i fe.

By  this  lesson of  the 
l i l ies  Jesus  did  not 
mean to  teach that  we 
should not  pray.  He 
once sa id,  “Men ought 
a lways  to  pray.”*  We 
must  pray  much.  I f 
we do not  pray,  Satan 
wi l l  have us  toi l ing 
and spinning.  Keeping 
c lose to  Jesus  with a 
strong fa i th  and a  f i rm 
trust  i s  the only  way 
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JOY
J -  JESUS F IRST

O -  OTHERS SECOND

Y -  YOURSELF LAST

own image upon the 
soul  i f  the soul  i s  kept 
in  quietness,  and this 
image wi l l  s tand out  in 
beaut y  on the face and 
out ward l i fe.

By  this  lesson of  the 
l i l ies  Jesus  did  not 
mean to  teach that  we 
should not  pray.  He 
once sa id,  “Men ought 
a lways  to  pray.”*  We 
must  pray  much.  I f 
we do not  pray,  Satan 
wi l l  have us  toi l ing 
and spinning.  Keeping 
c lose to  Jesus  with a 
strong fa i th  and a  f i rm 
trust  i s  the only  way 
to  rest ,  and we cannot 
do this  without  much 
prayer.  “Cease thy 

toi l ing and care.” Learn 
a  lesson f rom the 
l i l ies .  Rest  in  the Lord, 
and He wi l l  make you 
an objec t  of  Chr ist ian 
beaut y  that  wi l l  b less 
the wor ld.  Even af ter 
you are  long gone, 
that  rest ful ,  pat ient 
l i fe  wi l l  cast  i ts  rays  of 
l ight  and beaut y  back 
and chase away the 
shadows f rom the l i fe 
of  others.

There  are  so  many 
names we could look 
at  –  f rom the oldest 
to  the youngest .   Al l 
the l i t t le  ones  we have 
in  Sunday School  and 
Toddle  About .   And 
what  about  l i t t le 
Solomon who runs 
around on a  Sunday 
morning –  let ’s  never 
do anything to  dis-
courage our  l i t t le 
ones.   Do not  let  i t  be 
a  distrac t ion and hon-
est ly,  I  enjoy watching 
him s i t  on the stage 
at  the f ront ,  squashed 
into the space at  the 
lec tern.   Who k nows, 
one day he might  just 
be behind i t  preach-
ing.   And did you k now 
that  h is  mum is  teach-
ing him some s ign lan-
guage?  You might  see 
her  sometime showing 
him di f ferent  s igns  as 

of  k ings.  I f  you would 
be beaut i ful ,  you must 
rest  in  the Lord.  Just 
a  l i t t le  st ruggl ing, 
and you wi l l  mar  the 
whole.  Chr ist  wants  to 
reveal  H imsel f  through 
you.  He wi l l  shine the 
beaut y  of  H is  own glo -
r ious  person into your 
soul  i f  you wi l l  but  be 
quiet .  Have no anxiet-
ies  about  the things 
that  per ta in  to  this 
l i fe,  and Jesus  wi l l 
c lothe you with the 
beaut ies  of  heaven. 
Charac ter,  as  the years 
pass  on,  i s  revealed on 
the face.  The miser ’s 
face shows the miser ly 
condit ion of  h is  hear t . 
Jesus  wi l l  s tamp H is 
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I  d id  once give you a 
l i t t le  word and I  sug-
gested that  -

Maybe you are  the 
Pear l  of  greatest  pr ice 
–  i f  so,  you cost  Jesus 
his  l i fe  as  he gave H is 
up to  purchase you.

Maybe Jesus  is  the 
Pear l  of  greatest  pr ice 
–  i f  so  only  your  l i fe 
100% given over  to 
him is  an acceptable 
cost .   And where do 
we have a  Pear l  in  the 
church to  remind us  - 
i t ’s  on Anna’s  drum k it !

Joy  –  Jesus  f i rst , 
others  second,  your-
sel f  last .   Only  that 
order  wi l l  br ing you 
joy.   Put  yoursel f  f i rst 
or  second and you wi l l 
lose  your  joy  in  Jesus

Jesus.   O f  course  i t  i s 
not  in  our  her i tage to 
cal l  our  chi ldren Jesus 
but  in  other  ethnic 
groups and coun-
tr ies  i t  i s  a  wel l -k nown 
name.   But  to  me,  just 
the sound of  the name 
as  I  say  i t ,  s ing i t , 
ponder  i t ,  f i l l s  me with 
comfor t  and bless ings.

Jesus.  Name above a l l 
names.

Beaut i fu l  Saviour,  g lo -
r ious  Lord

Emanuel ,  God is  with 
us

Blessed Redeemer, 
l iv ing Word

they look at  h is  books.

Who k nows,  (and I  to ld 
her  this )  but  some 
day,  Solomon might 
be the one to  te l l  a 
deaf  person that  Jesus 
loves  them.   Let ’s  face 
i t  –  someone has  to!

Some names we no 
longer  hear  quite  as 
much for  new babies 
but  what  a  bless ing 
they are  –

Merc y –  Oh we a l l 
need God’s  merc y.  
Don’t  any one of  you 
think that  you can get 
by without  i t .

Grace –  wel l  that ’s 
good isn’t  i t… our 
church is  named af ter 
i t !   We have i t  wr i t ten 
a l l  over  the place and 
declared on banners 
ins ide and out !

Pear l  –  now you might 
wonder  why I  sa id 
that ,  (apar t  f rom the 
fac t  that  Margaret 
means Pear l )  do you 
k now where you can 
f ind the name Pear l  in 
this  church?  

Pear l ,  that  wonder-
ful  pear l  of  greatest 
pr ice  as  told  in  the 
scr iptures.  
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PROVERBS CHAPTER 4
Written by Carol  Duxbur y 						    

He wants  the things 
we are  taught  and the 
information or  sk i l l s 
we learn to  be nur-
tured and shared with 
others.

As  we begin chapter  4 
we f ind ourselves  in  an 
ancient  Hebrew home, 
where the old  patr i -
arch is  advis ing his 
son. . . .  both with fond-
ness  and no doubt 
some anxiet y,  instruc t-
ing him to make the 
best  of  h is  l i fe. . . sound 
advice? . . . . .

Oh that  more fathers 
indeed anyone with 
parental  inf luence 
would speak such 
things  to  their  chi l -
dren today. . .What  a 
colossal  d i f ference 
i t  would make to  the 
wor ld  we now l ive  in !

I n  most  of  the 
ancient  M iddle  East , 

instruc t ion in  wisdom 
was mainly  a  matter 
of  t ra ining for  the 
cour ts ,  where the 
masters  were regarded 
as  father  f igures  to 
the students.   But , 
in  Is rael ,  t ra ining 
in  wisdom was a lso 
done in  the home.   No 
doubt  i t  was  done with 
warmth and af fec-
t ion,  as  wel l  as  with  a 
l i t t le  of  the parent ’s 
fore  k nowledge and 
of  course  l iberal ly  fur-
nished with a  l i t t le 
d isc ipl ine I ’m sure. . . . . .

Before  we go any 
fur ther  I  th ink we 
ought  to  at  least  have 
some idea of  what 
wisdom is . . . . I t  i s  the 
qual i t y  of  having, 
exper ience,  k nowl-
edge and good judge -
ment,  the qual i t y  of 
being wise. . .which in 
turn means having or 
showing,  exper ience 

S olomon opens 
this  four th 
chapter  with  an 

invitat ion to  his  chi l -
dren to  come and 
receive instruc t ion 
f rom him.   I t ’s  as  i f  he 
has  proven somewhat 
in  the last  3  chapters 
that  he walks  in  the 
wisdom of  Almight y 
God.  

He wants  to  share 
that  wisdom with us, 
Why,  because l ike  any 
loving father  S olomon 
wants  the best  for  h is 
fami ly  and is  showing 
his  love this  way.   He 
is  invit ing us  this 
morning to  s i t  back , 
re lax  and receive f rom 
the Word. . . . . . . . . . . . .

The Bible  is  a  book 
about  fami ly  and God 
wants  the l i fe  lessons 
that  come our  way to 
be passed f rom gener-
at ion to  generat ion. . . . . .

LADIES OF GRACE
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God wants  our  l i fe 
lessons,  our  wisdom, 
to  be passed on to, 
one generat ion to 
another. . . .

Verse  5  says  “Get 
wisdom” the wisest 
thing you can do, 
take pains  to  get  i t , 
and whatever  e lse 
you do develop good 
judgement. . .v  6 ,7 .

“Let  us  lay  as ide ever y 
weight ,  and the s in 
that  doth so eas i ly 
beset  us,  Heb 12v1 far 
more pains  than for 
wealth  or  anything 
e lse  that  this  wor ld 
has  to  of fer.

Search for  i t  d i l i -
gent ly,  John 5v39 says 
“S earch the scr ip -
tures” Not  only  moral 
and pol i t ica l  wisdom 
but  par t icular ly  that 
which is  Spir i tual  and 
Evangel ica l . . . . .

Cont inual ly  meditate 
on Wisdom.  

“Study,  to  show your-
sel f  approved unto 
God,  a  work man that 
need not   be ashamed 
r ight ly  div iding the 
Word of  God” 2  Tim 2 

v15.  

A   Soul  without  t rue 
wisdom,  a  soul  with 
no interest  in  the 
Lord,  no assurance of 
the indwel l ing Chr ist 
in  h is  hear t  and l i fe, 
a  soul  that  could 
possess  a l l  of  th is 
wor ld ’s  wealth ,  with 
a l l  the wor ld ’s  power 
at  h is  d isposal . . . . . . . . 
wi l l  leave this  l i fe  and 
enter  eternit y  with 
no understanding,  no 
conf idence,  nada. . . . . . .

“L iv ing without  Chr ist 
in  the wor ld  and 
without  hope” Eph 2 
v12,  But , . . . . . .how wi l l 
they k now unless  we 
te l l  ‘em! . . . . . . . . . .  How wi l l 
they k now unless  we 
share. . . .and how do we 
grow i f  we don’t  bui ld 
one upon an other. . .

L isten to  me,  take 
note,  pass  i t  on. . . .Hold 
on fast  to  her,  keep 
her  for  she is  your 
l i fe. .v13

Solomon speaks  of 
wisdom l ike  a  person, 
love her,  exalt  her, 
embrace her. . . . . ,The 
chapter  goes  on 
to  te l l  us  that  t rue 
wisdom and under-
standing come as  a 

k nowledge and good 
judgement. . .  H mmn 
yes  wel l . . . . I t ’s  just 
test ing you to  see i f 
you k now your  nouns 
f rom your  adjec t ives. . . .
ha  aha

Naming. . . .Descr ibing

Solomon himsel f 
would have learned 
many valuable  lessons 
f rom his  father  K ing 
David.   The K ing would 
have taught  his  sons 
ever ything he k new 
and a l l  that  he had 
learned whi lst  walk ing 
and ta lk ing with the 
Lord God.

The young Solomon 
became K ing at  about 
age 20,  but  when this 
came to  be he would 
most  cer ta inly  have 
been “ throughly  fur-
nished” with a l l  that 
h is  father  could teach 
him. . . . . . . . . . . . . .

A l l  the things  that 
David had learned 
direc t ly  f rom God. . . . .

And so,  as  h is  father 
had taught  him,  now 
Solomon educates  his 
own offspr ing,  one 
generat ion teaching 
another  one gener-
at ion bui lding upon 
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God wants  our  l i fe 
lessons,  our  wisdom, 
to  be passed on to, 
one generat ion to 
another. . . .

Verse  5  says  “Get 
wisdom” the wisest 
thing you can do, 
take pains  to  get  i t , 
and whatever  e lse 
you do develop good 
judgement. . .v  6 ,7 .

“Let  us  lay  as ide ever y 
weight ,  and the s in 
that  doth so eas i ly 
beset  us,  Heb 12v1 far 
more pains  than for 
wealth  or  anything 
e lse  that  this  wor ld 
has  to  of fer.

Search for  i t  d i l i -
gent ly,  John 5v39 says 
“S earch the scr ip -
tures” Not  only  moral 
and pol i t ica l  wisdom 
but  par t icular ly  that 
which is  Spir i tual  and 
Evangel ica l . . . . .

Cont inual ly  meditate 
on Wisdom.  

“Study,  to  show 

yoursel f  approved 
unto God,  a  work man 
that  need not   be 
ashamed r ight ly  div id-
ing the Word of  God” 2 
Tim 2  v15.  

A   Soul  without  t rue 
wisdom,  a  soul  with 
no interest  in  the 
Lord,  no assurance of 
the indwel l ing Chr ist 
in  h is  hear t  and l i fe, 
a  soul  that  could 
possess  a l l  of  th is 
wor ld ’s  wealth ,  with 

a l l  the worold ’s  power 
at  h is  d isposal . . . . . . . . 
wi l l  leave this  l i fe  and 
enter  eternit y  with 
no understanding,  no 
conf idence,  nada. . . . . . .

“L iv ing without  Chr ist 
in  the wor ld  and 
without  hope” Eph 2 
v12,  But , . . . . . .how wi l l 
they k now unless  we 
te l l  ‘em! . . . . . . . . . .  How wi l l 
they k now unless  we 
share. . . .and how do we 
grow i f  we don’t  bui ld 
one upon an other. . .

L isten to  me,  take 
note,  pass  i t  on. . . .Hold 
on fast  to  her,  keep 
her  for  she is  your 

k nowledge and good 
judgement. . .  H mmn 
yes  wel l . . . . I t ’s  just 
test ing you to  see i f 
you k now your  nouns 
f rom your  adjec t ives. . . .
ha  aha

Naming. . . .Descr ibing

Solomon himsel f 
would have learned 
many valuable  lessons 
f rom his  father  K ing 
David.   The K ing would 
have taught  his  sons 
ever ything he k new 
and a l l  that  he had 
learned whi lst  walk ing 
and ta lk ing with the 
Lord God.

The young S olomon 
became K ing at  about 
age 20,  but  when this 
came to  be he would 
most  cer ta inly  have 
been “ throughly  fur-
nished” with a l l  that 
h is  father  could teach 
him. . . . . . . . . . . . . .

A l l  the things  that 
David had learned 
direc t ly  f rom God. . . . .

And so,  as  h is  father 
had taught  him,  now 
Solomon educates  his 
own offspr ing,  one 
generat ion teaching 
another  one gener-
at ion bui lding upon 



I N S P I R A T I O N  M a g a z i n e  |  J u n e  2 0 1 7

23are  weight i ly  con-
trasted here.  Wisdom 
is  st ra ight ,  unencum-
bered and safe.   The 
way of  wickedness 
being hazardous and 
marked with v iolence 
and tor ture. . . . .One 
leads  to  promise and 
one to  stumbl ing and 
destruc t ion. . . I t  i s  so 
impor tant  to  Solomon 
that  he repeats  h is 
message to  re inforce 
i t . .  M y son,  pay atten-
t ion,  l i s ten to  what  I 
say.

Verse  26 says  “Ponder 
the path of  your  feet 
and let  a l l  your  ways  
be establ ished” Ladies, 
today. . .keep your  focus 
upon the Lord. . .  Jamie 
constant ly  encourages 
us  a l l  to  f ind that  good 
work  that  the Lord has 
put  into our  indiv idual 
hear ts . . .

As  this  k nowledge 
was passed on f rom 
father  to  son,  or  f rom 
mother  to  daughter, 
f rom Pastor  to  f lock , 
f rom s ister  to  s ister 
or  brother  to  brother,  
so  the Word of  L i fe  i s 
passed on f rom God 
the Father  to  Jesus  our 
Lord and f rom Jesus 

to  each one of  us  who 
has  Chr ist  as  Saviour. . . . 
by  the Holy  Spir i t . . . . . . .

Proverbs  23v26 is  a 
ca l l  f rom The Lord to 
each one of  us  today. . 
“Son or  in  this  case 
daughter,  Give Me 
your  hear t ”  For  a l l  the 
Lord has  done for  us, 
that ’s  a l l  He asks  “Give 
Me your  hear t . . .

The end of  Proverbs 
4  demands that  we 
remain constant 
before  the Lord in 
ever ything,  in  hear t , 
in  purpose,  in  speech, 
that  He is  the Centre 
of  our  hear ts  and l ives, 
cos,  where e lse  can we 
go gir ls . . . . .He has  the 
words  of  l i fe

l i fe. .v13

Solomon speaks  of 
wisdom l ike  a  person, 
love her,  exalt  her, 
embrace her. . . . . ,The 
chapter  goes  on 
to  te l l  us  that  t rue 
wisdom and under-
standing come as  a 
pair,  l ike  Jack  and J i l l 
and strawberr ies  and 
cream.  

Wisdom without 
understanding is 
fut i le  l ike  jam roly-
poly  without  custard,  
just  as  understanding, 
a l though ver y  com-
mendable  is  tota l ly 
useless,  i f  we don’t , 
can’t  or  won’t  ac tual ly 
learn anything! . .  then 
we won’t  have any-
thing we can share, 
anything we can 
nur ture,  anything at 
a l l  to  pass  on! ! ! ! !

As  the chapter  goes 
on we are  warned 
against  choosing the 
wrong paths  in  l i fe, 
l ike  young Chr ist ian 
in  Pi lgr im’s  Progress, 
and l ike  Lot  and 
Abraham that  Alan 
told  us  of  in  h is  preach 
last  Sunday. . . .The 
t wo paths,  the way 
of  wisdom and  the 
way of  wickedness 
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DO YOU WANT 	

TO BECOME A 	

SUNDAY SCHOOL 		

TEACHER?									      
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SUNDAY SCHOOL
Written by Lynne Haydock						   

JOB

Q.  SO WHAT IS  SUNDAY SCHOOL?

A.  Sunday school  i s  for  pr imar y  school  chi ldren and take place 
dur ing the preach on a  Sunday morning one of  the c lassrooms 
upstai rs .

  Q.  WHAT DO WE DO AT SUNDAY SCHOOL?

Each week includes  a  t ime of  welcome,  a  presentat ion of  a  B ible 
passage,  a  game or  ac t iv i t y,  a  craf t  for  the chi ldren to  complete, 
prayer  t ime,  d iscuss ion about  the Bible  passage and a  memor y verse 
to  learn.

  
Q.  WHAT DOES SUNDAY SCHOOL NEED?

Grace Church needs more Sunday School  teachers  to  be responsible 
for  organis ing and running a  lesson.   We a lso need helpers  to  ass ist 
with  indiv idual  i tems within  a  lesson and suppor t  the group of  chi l -
dren.  to  learn.

T
I
E

Teach the Bible,  charac ters  and what  happens.  How i t  appl ies  to 
their  l ives  and what  i t  teaches  about  God.

I mpac t  the chi ldren with the Gospel ,  the power  of  sa lvat ion.  
The promises  for  this  l i fe  and the l i fe  to  come in  heaven.

Encourage the chi ldren to  feel  par t  of  the body of  Chr ist .  By 
helping them understand the par ts  of  a  church ser v ice  and be 
encouraged to  take par t .

INTERESTED??  OR HAVE FUR THER QUESTIONS??  PLEASE SPEAK TO LYNNE.

SUNDAY SCHOOL 		

TEACHER?									      
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If you need any information about these or any of our regular meetings, please see our notice boards or contact us using the details on the back.  
Thank you.
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If you need any information about these or any of our regular meetings, please see our notice boards or contact us using the details on the back.  
Thank you.
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MORE THAN JUST DRY 
BONES
Written by Chr ist ine Morr is 					   
											         

th ings,  other  gods, 
other  occupat ions, 
other  habits ,  other 
ways  of  spending your 
energy,  your  money, 
your  l i fe  and your 
t ime.   I n  exi le  with  a 
l i fe  crumbl ing around 
them they turned 
their  hear t  away f rom 
God and turned to  the 
wor ld  and their  gods 
and a l l  they have to 
of fer.

I f  i t  seemed that  God 
had abandoned them, 
they fe l t  the need to 
seek another  god, 
to  comfor t ,  save and 
del iver  them from 
their  enemies.

Today we turn to  the 
god of  drugs,  god of 
the new car,  god of 
the house,  god of  the 
career,  god of  success 
and happiness.   When 
we don’t  f ind sat is fac-
t ion in  our  hear t ,  men 

and women turn away 
f rom God to  dul l  the 
pain  and f ind sat is fac-
t ion….they think!

Hear ts  can be torn 
bet ween t wo loyal -
t ies  and can be double 
minded.   We end up 
s l id ing and fa l l ing 
away.   But  God isn’t 
deceived…we can fool 
people  but  not  God…
remember  the eyes  on 
the char iot  in  chapter 
1  and 10.

God was us ing them 
as  an example before 
a l l  the nat ions  and 
a l l  the wor ld.   Lot ’s 
wi fe  became the 
example of  the danger 
of  look ing back .  This 
i s  a  warning of  the 
dangers  of  what  i t  i s 
l ike  to  have a  div ided 
loyalt y.   What  i t  wi l l  be 
l ike  i f  you don’t  fo l low 
the Lord ful ly.

W e read last 
t ime that  the 
E lders,  in 

exi le  were a l l  out ward 
show.   On the outs ide 
they were ac t ing as 
they should but  ins ide 
they were worship -
ping other  gods in 
their  hear t .   The E lders 
in  Jerusalem were 
leading the people  in 
open worship of  the 
gods of  Babylon and 
they weren’t  ashamed 
of  i t .  But  we have a 
God of  restorat ion 
and He was cal l ing 
them,  through Ezek ie l , 
to  repentance.   He 
wants  to  restore  them 
to H imsel f.   To a  fu l l 
k nowledge of  H imsel f.  
He is  want ing to  br ing 
them back into H is 
grace again .

But  at  the moment 
they are  ser v ing t wo 
masters.   There  was  an 
inward desi re  for  other 

EZEKIEL  14
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other  opt ions,  just  in 
case He doesn’t  come 
through.

Nothing is  greater 
than the cross  for 
smashing idols 
because the cross  is 
the place where sel f 
d ies.

I n  verse  14 we f ind 
Noah,  Daniel  and Job 
mentioned.   Why these 
three?  For  their  r igh-
teous behaviour  in 
the midst  of  a  corrupt 
generat ion.    Their 
r ighteousness  didn’t 
save their  own gen-
erat ions.   I f  a  nat ion 
pers ists  in  s in ,  i t  wi l l 
not  be del ivered f rom 
judgement.   But  i t 
wouldn’t  matter,  as  we 
read in  Joshua 7  about 
Achan’s  s in .   S in  in  the 
camp,  because of  one 
person the curse  came 
upon the whole  camp.

I f  a  chi ld  of  God was 
going to  of fer  a  sac-
r i f ice  and on his  way 
remembered that 
there  was  leaven in 
the house,  he had to 

go back and purge out 
the old  leaven.   We 
hear  the words  ‘ I ’m 
not  harming anyone, 
i t ’s  my l i fe’ wel l…
ac tual ly. . . i t ’s  not  your 
l i fe….its  Chr ist ’s !  
Abraham pleaded 
for  Sodom.   Jos iah 
pleaded for  the nat ion.  
The idea was  that  i f 
there  were these t ypes 
of  men among the 
people  interceding 
the nat ion was  invin-
c ible.   With Jeremiah, 
Obadiah,  Habak kuk 
among them God 
could not  curse  them.

God ra ises  up men and 
women who are  fa i th-
ful  to  H im;  as  monu-
ments  to  godl iness 
and hol iness.   I t  may 
not  save the nat ion 
but  i t  wi l l  br ing glor y 
to  God.   To take down 
our  idols  we need to 
come to the cross.   We 
need the glor y  of  God 
to  return again into 
our  l ives.

Nex t  t ime:  A  v ine,  a 
wife,  2  eagles  and a 
t wig!

I t  amazes  me that 
they were not  uneasy 
or  fe l t  uncomfor t-
able  at  coming to 
God for  help.   When 
I  need H im I  run to 
H im unashamed. .  
Subconsciously  in 
our  mind we begin 
to  bel ieve that  God 
doesn’t  real ly  see what 
we are  doing or  that 
He sees  but  i t  doesn’t 
matter  because we 
have been forgiven.  
This  i s  the bl ind-
ness  and hypocr i t i -
ca l  prayers  imitate 
real  ones.   They came 
to God not  want ing 
to  k now H is  wi l l  they 
just  wanted a  cer ta in 
answer.

We can’t  real ly  see 
what  is  in  some -
one’s  hear t .   I t ’s  about 
not  being a  stum-
bl ing block ,  not  being 
led into temptat ion; 
a  hal f -hear tedness 
l ike  Laodicea.   God 
asks  for  100% of  us.  
When trouble  comes 
we want  H im on our 
s ide,  but  we are  not 
wi l l ing to  give up our 

God asks  for  100% of  us.   When trouble  comes we 
want  H im on our  s ide,  but  we are  not  wi l l ing to  give 
up our  other  opt ions,  just  in  case He doesn’t  come 
through.
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PRAC TICAL THINGS WE CAN 
LEARN FROM THE BOOK OF RUTH
Written by Carol  Duxbur y 						    
											         

a  deep and meaning-
ful  re lat ionship and 
shared with and cared 
for  one another  in 
their  t imes of  need. . . . .  
Af ter  a l l  she aban-
doned her  fami ly 
and her  homeland to 
fo l low her  widowed 
mother- in- law whom 
she loved and pursue 
to  her  fa i th  in  the God 
of  I s rael .   Ruth became 
a  devoted fol lower  of 
the Lord. . .Look how 
the Lord blessed her 
too,  through Boaz, 
who showed the same 
honourable  t ra i ts 
by  not  only  provid-
ing for  and protec t ing 
Ruth but  a lso  secured 
their  ver y  existence,  
p lac ing Ruth on the 
M ess ianic  l ine  of   The 
Lord Jesus. . .

I  have no doubt  what-
soever  that  you are 
a l l  at  least  some -
what  fami l iar  with 

the stor y  l ine  of  th is 
book . . . . .but  let ’s  just 
have a  br ief  look in 
order  to  refresh our 
memor y. . . . . .

To  begin with we 
hear  that  Naomi ,  her 
husband El imelech 
and their  t wo sons 
Mahlon and Chi l ion 
packed up and moved 
f rom Judah to  Moab, 
because,  as  we read in 
verse  one,  there  was  a 
famine in  the land. . .

Eventual ly  the t wo 
sons  took wives  of  the 
Moabites. . .However, 
t ragical ly  Naomi  not 
only  lost  her  husband 
but  a lso  her  t wo 
sons. . .

Broken and empt y and 
embittered,  v7  Naomi 
decided to  to  move 
back to  Bethlehem. . . .
Her  daughters  in  law 
travel led a long with 

There are  only  t wo 
books  in  the whole 
of  the Bible  that  are 
named af ter  women 
Esther  and of  course 
Ruth. . . .

Even though the book 
of  Ruth is  smal l  and 
only  contains  four 
chapters,  th is  remark-
able  l i t t le  book con-
ta ins  many things  that 
can deeply  impac t 
our  l ives. . . . I t ’s  a  beau-
t i fu l  rags  to  r iches 
stor y  of  love,  loyalt y 
and redemption. . . .
as  i t  te l ls  the stor y  of 
the sa lvat ion of  this 
Moabitess. . . .

Doubtless,  Ruth 
learned of  the 
L iv ing God f rom her 
mother-  in  - law Naomi 
a l though the young 
woman was a  for-
e igner  and was unfa-
mi l iar  with  God ’s  law, 
the t wo women had 

OASIS
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Af ter  a l l  she aban-
doned her  fami ly 
and her  homeland to 
fo l low her  widowed 
mother- in- law whom 
she loved and pursue 
to  her  fa i th  in  the God 

of  I s rael .   Ruth became 
a  devoted fol lower  of 
the Lord. . .Look how 
the Lord blessed her 
too,  through Boaz, 
who showed the same 
honourable  t ra i ts 
by  not  only  provid-
ing for  and protec t ing 
Ruth but  a lso  secured 
their  ver y  existence,  
p lac ing Ruth on the 
M ess ianic  l ine  of   The 
Lord Jesus. . .

I  have no doubt  what-
soever  that  you are 
a l l  at  least  some -
what  fami l iar  with 
the stor y  l ine  of  th is 
book . . . . .but  let ’s  just 
have a  br ief  look in 
order  to  refresh our 
memor y. . . . . .

To  begin with we 
hear  that  Naomi ,  her 
husband El imelech 
and their  t wo sons 

Mahlon and Chi l ion 
packed up and moved 
f rom Judah to  Moab, 
because,  as  we read in 
verse  one,  there  was  a 
famine in  the land. . .

Eventual ly  the t wo 
sons  took wives  of  the 
Moabites. . .However, 
t ragical ly  Naomi  not 
only  lost  her  husband 
but  a lso  her  t wo 
sons. . .

Broken and empt y and 
embittered,  v7  Naomi 
decided to  to  move 
back to  Bethlehem. . . .
Her  daughters  in  law 
travel led a long with 
her. . . .  that  i s  unt i l 
Orpah decided to  go 
back and take her 
chances  in  Moab.

Ruth’s  love for  her 
dead husband’s  aged 
mother  was  as  pure 
as  gold and as  strong 
as  death. .  I t  would 
have been some big 
deal  indeed for  the 
Moabitess  to  go into 
Judah and where she 
would be a  foreigner. .

But  she was  commit-
ted to  Naomi and 
wanted to  fo l low the 
God of  I s rael .

I n  spite  of  her  heathen 

There are  only  t wo 
books  in  the whole 
of  the Bible  that  are 
named af ter  women 
Esther  and of  course 
Ruth. . . .

Even though the book 
of  Ruth is  smal l  and 
only  contains  four 
chapters,  th is  remark-
able  l i t t le  book con-
ta ins  many things  that 
can deeply  impac t 
our  l ives. . . . I t ’s  a  beau-
t i fu l  rags  to  r iches 
stor y  of  love,  loyalt y 
and redemption. . . .
as  i t  te l ls  the stor y  of 
the sa lvat ion of  this 
Moabitess. . . .

Doubtless,  Ruth 
learned of  the 
L iv ing God f rom her 
mother-  in  - law Naomi 
a l though the young 
woman was a  for-
e igner  and was unfa-
mi l iar  with  God ’s  law, 
the t wo women had 
a  deep and meaning-
ful  re lat ionship and 
shared with and cared 
for  one another  in 
their  t imes of  need. . . . .  

Even though the book of  Ruth 
is  smal l  and only  contains  four 
chapters,  th is  remark able  l i t t le 
book contains  many things  that 
can deeply  impac t  our  l ives. . . 
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God plans  worked out 
to  per fec t ion.    Boaz , 
who had repeat-
edly  gone above and 
beyond the cal l  of 
dut y  in  look ing af ter 
the Moabitess,  a l low-
ing her  to  glean in  his 
f ie lds  and instruc t ing 
the reapers  to  drop 
handfuls  on purpose 
ch2 v  16. . . . .Did  indeed 
qual i fy  as  a  “k insman 
redeemer ”

What  is  a  k insman 
redeemer you may 
ask?

Wel l ,  they had a 
custom in  those days 
based upon Duet  25v5 
that  sa id,   the re la-
t ive  of  a  man who dies  
should marr y  that 
man’s  widow in  order 
to  perpetuate  the 
fami ly  l ine  through the 
woman.

According God’s 
remark able  sover-
e ignt y  and of  course 
per fec t  planning,  i t 
turned out  that  Boaz 
was  a  c lose re lat ive  of 
Ruth’s  dead husband 
M ahlon.   Boaz  readi ly 
stepped up to  the 
mark  when the r ight-
ful  k insman redeemer 
decl ined af ter  f inding 
out  that  par t  of  the 

deal  was  to  marr y 
Ruth.   Decl in ing on 
the grounds that  i t 
would jeopardise  his 
own inher i tance ch 4  v 
6 . . .”And the c lose re l -
at ive  sa id,  I  cannot 
redeem it  for  mysel f, 
lest  I  ru in  my inher-
i tance.   You redeem 
my r ight  of  redemp -
t ion for  yoursel f,  for 
I  cannot  redeem it ”  
That ’s  how he qual i -
f ied to  marr y  her  and 
cont inue the fami ly 
l ine. . .and ful f i l  God’s 
sovereign plan.   Amen!

So,  even in  the dire 
stra ights  that  had 
brought  these t wo 
women into such 
awful  af f l ic t ion, 
our  Omnisc ient  and 
Gracious  God had a 
plan to  take care  of 
them. . . . . .Hal le lujah. . . .

God is  concerned 
about  ever y  s ingle  one 
of  us. . . . . .

Ruth was  not  a  Jew 
but  a  Moabite. . . .

The Moabites  were 
descendants  of  Lot . . .
Gen 19v30-38. . .They 
were gross  idolaters, 
worshipping Chemosh 
and Baal -peor  with 
many,  many obscene 

background Ruth 
became a  devout  wor-
shipper  of  the True 
God.

Being Back in 
Bethlehem,   Naomi 
was  reminded of 
how just  her  af f l ic -
t ions  had changed 
her.  Her  f r iends could 
hardly  bel ieve this 
was  the same woman 
as  the one that  lef t 
ten years  ear l ier. . . . . .  
“ I s  th is  Naomi?” they 
sa id,  to  which the 
widow repl ied “Do not 
cal l  me Naomi ,  but 
ca l l  me Mara ,  for  the 
Almight y  has  dealt  b i t-
ter ly  with  me. .  I  went 
out  fu l l ,  and the Lord 
has  brought  me home 
again empt y ” Ch 1  v 
19-20,  of  course  she 
was  temporar i ly  for-
gett ing or  s imply 
ignor ing the coura-
geous and loyal  com-
mitment  of  her  daugh-
ter-  in  - law at  this 
t ime!

Whi lst  the t wo women 
were in  Judah,  God 
cont inued work ing out 
an amazing plan for 
a  chap named Boaz, 
he would soon marr y 
Ruth,  to  provide for 
the t wo women and 
a lso have a  baby son. . . .
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today ’s  wor ld  and that 
are  di rec t ly  responsi -
ble  for  so  much unrest 
and div is ion,  cannot 
hinder  any soul  f rom 
coming to  Chr ist  in 
any way ,  shape or 
form.    How do I  k now 
that  because “God 
so loved the wor ld, 
hat  He gave his  only 
begotten Son that 
WHOSOE VER bel ieves 
on H im should not 
per ish but  have ever-
last ing l i fe” John 
3v16. . .Amen?  

God loves  a l l  peoples 
exac t ly  the same and 
is  no respec ter  of 
persons -  He loves  and 
cares  for  ever yone, 
regardless  of  race, 
nat ional i t y  or  status.

Ruth is  a  pr ime 
example of  how 
God can change and 
guide a  l i fe  accu-
rately  in  the direc t ion 
that  He had planned 
f rom the beginning, 
and as  we have seen 
H im work ing out  H is 
per fec t  plan for  the 
gir l ,  we can be sure 
that  He wi l l  do the 
ver y  same for  a l l  of 
us.  Romans 8v28. 
(According to  H is 
purpose)  many people 
quote this  verse, 

omitt ing the most 
impor tant  par t . . . . .

There  are  many,  many 
things  we could learn 
f rom the stor y  of 
Ruth. . .She didn’t  have 
an af f luent  l i fest y le, 
nor  did  she enjoy 
great  socia l  posit ion 
or  come from a  Godly 
fami ly. . .She was  a 
chi ld less  widow from 
an enemy nat ion and 
to  cap i t  of f,   had no 
prospec ts   whatsoever 
to  speak of ! ! ! ! ! . . . . . . . .

So. . .Let ’s  see some 
of  the things  we can 
learn f rom the book of 
Ruth. . . . .  and how the 
stor y  speaks  into our 
l ives  in  2017.

I n  chapter  one Ruth 
was  l iv ing at  home 
in  Moab,  a  place 
and a  people  that 
the Israel i tes  looked 
down on.   Not  to 
mention she had lost 
her  husband and was 
chi ld less.   This  could 
have meant  she was 
f rowned on and cal led 
barren,  by  less  than 
wel l -meaning folks.

Now she was  l iv ing 
with her  widowed 
mother- in- law.

r i tuals . . . . .

At  t imes,  as  in  the 
days  of  Ruth,  there 
was  a  state  of  peace 
bet ween the M oabites 
and Israel ,  whereas  a 
state  of  host i l i t y  was 
far  more common 
place. . . .

God,  Our  Father,  our 
Faithful  f r iend,  we 
bel ieve and k now, 
is  concerned about 
a l l  of  mank ind.  Not 
wi l l ing that  any should 
per ish . . . .

Even though many dis-
cr iminated against  her, 
God loved her  just  the 
same. .  He has  no prej -
udice. . . .absolutely  not , 
as  G al  3v28 te l ls  us 
“ There is  neither  Jew 
nor  Greek ,   there  is 
neither  s lave nor  f ree, 
there  is  neither  male 
nor  female,   for  you 
are  a l l  one in  Chr ist 
Jesus  -Amen?   

Jesus  paid the pr ice 
of  our  redemption,  of 
a l l  who bel ieve on H is 
Name,  whether  Jew or 
Gent i le. . .

R acia l ,  socia l  and 
gender  di f ferences 
and dist inc t ions  that 
are  so  prevalent  in 
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Faith  that  God was 
who He sa id  He was

Faith  to  bel ieve that 
God would provide for 
the t wo women.

I f  you are  in  any way 
unsure today,  star t 
with  fa i th .  Hebrews 
11v1 te l l  us  that  “Faith 
is  the substance of 
things  hoped for  and 
the evidence of  things 
not  seen” Amen?

Pray,  Lord increase my 
fa i th .

I  suppose we could say 
that  our  t rue charac-
ter  i s  who we are  when 
no - one else  is  watch-
ing. . .ha  ha,

Ruth would have no 
idea that  her  stor y 
would be immor tal ised 
by the Word and read 
by mi l l ions  of  people 
and yet  showed great 
personal i t y  and moral 
standing even as  an 
unk nown!

She went  above and 
beyond the cal l  of 

dut y  to  her  embit-
tered mother- in- law, 
worked day and night 

to  provide for  them 
both. . . .She proved that 
a  woman of  integr i t y.  
Boaz  and the workers 
had come to k now 
whi lst  she was  glean-
ing in  his  f ie lds.

What  an example. . . . . .
Be  a  person of  integ-
r i t y,  be honest ,  don’t 
goss ip,  share  with 
each other,  care  for 
one another. . . .

Ever ything Ruth did 
showed her  t rue and 
exemplar y  charac-
ter  and God honoured 
her. . . . .May we a l l  be 
the person God wants 
us  to  be remember ing 
Jesus  died so that  we 
could embrace i t . . . . . .

Be  of  good charac ter.

Always  bel ieve 
redemption is 
poss ible.

Against  even the most 
colossal  odds God’s 
plan of  sa lvat ion is 

The pain  and anguish 
the young woman 
must  have suffered 
was immense On the 
journey to  Israel ,  no 
doubt  she was  ner vous 
and didn’t  k now what 
to  expec t . . . . she had 
a  lot  of  reasons to 
turn back as  her  s ister 
Orpah had done,  go 
back into her  shel l 
perhaps hide hersel f 
away in  obscur i t y.  

But  she didn’t .   She 
didn’t  a l low her  past 
to  inf luence or  hold 
her  back ,  but  chose 
to  bel ieve that  there 
was  a  new star t  ahead 
of  her,  so  with conf i -
dence -  of f  she went .

We a l l  have a  purpose 
in  the Lord regardless 
of  the past  or  how l i fe 
has  dragged us  down. 
Our  God has  a  plan.  He 
does  not  change.  Our 
conf idence may wain 
but  our  ca l l ing does 
not . .

Don’t  let  the past  hold 
you back!

For  such a  young (as  in 
recent)  bel iever,   Ruth 
showed great  fa i th .

Faith  for  her  l i fe  ahead

Our  God has  a  plan.  He does  not 
change.  Our  conf idence may 
wain but  our  ca l l ing does  not . .

I N S P I R A T I O N  M a g a z i n e  |  J u n e  2 0 1 7

35



and st i l l  loves  you.

I t  wasn’t  an easy  l i fe 
for  Ruth. .   She grew up 
in  a  wicked place,  lost 
her  husband,  fo l lowed 
her  grouchy,  down-
cast  mother- in- law to 
a  foreign land just  to 
l ive  in  pover t y.  

I n  this  stor y  there 
is  no doubt  that  the 
hand of  God was on 
her  l i fe.   God brought 
her  and Boaz together, 
let  her  conceive and 
bear  a  son,  Obed.  
Obed’s  son was to  be 
Jesse.   And Jesse’s 
son to  be K ing David 
and the rest  as  they 
say. . . . . . . . .

A  Moabite  was  made 
par t  of  the l ineage of 
Chr ist !  Ruth star ted 
out  empt y but  ended 

up ful l .   No matter 
what  our  season is  or 
how we might  f ind 
ourselves  discouraged 
or  in  a  hole,  read the 
book of  Ruth again 
and remember  God 
works  for  the good of 
H is  people.   I f  your 
cal l ing and elec t ion 
are  sure,  then,  there 
is  no l imit  what  The 
Lord can do through 
you.   Leave a  legac y 
of  fa i th  to  your  fami ly 
and those around you.  
Amen

Boaz was  a  t ype of 
Chr ist  and H is  redemp -
t ive  work  in  our  l ive 
today,  as  God had a 
redeemer for  Ruth ,  He 
has  Chr ist  Jesus  as  the 
propit iat ion for  us. . .Oh 
Jesus  blest  Redeemer, 
sent  f rom the hear t  of 
God. . . .Amen?

always  poss ible.  

Ruth had hopes but 
few dreams,  she had 
no reason to  think she 
would get  anything 
f rom God,  but ,  He took 
this  poor  outcast  of 
a  gi r l ,  redeemed her, 
provided for  her  and 
brought  love into her 
l i fe  again through 
Boaz.

No matter  who we 
are,  where we come 
from,  or  what  we’ve 
been through.God ’s 
plan for  the hear t  and 
l i fe  of  ever y  soul  i s 
Redemption through 
the atoning death of 
Jesus  Chr ist  because 
He is  not  wi l l ing that 
any should per ish .

Always  bel ieve God 
k nows a l l  about  you 
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FUNDAMENTAL TRUTH 
SERIES
Written by Jamie Boulton 						   

a  negat ive,  i s  the ver y 
pr inciple  on which we 
were founded. 

Just  under  One hundred 
years  ago our  ver y  own 
church and t went y-
s ix  others,  whom were 
independent  and of  a 
Pentecostal  exper ience 
met  to  discuss  the for-
mation of  an associa-
t ion.   They had no inten-
t ion of  creat ing a  hier-
archical  st ruc ture  of 
b ishops,  and centra l ly 
run church government. 
Each church was to  be 
independent ,  having the 
r ight  to  run as  i t  fe l t  the 
Lord had direc ted.   The 
purpose of  the associ -
at ion was  that  we may 
have fe l lowship with 
Chr ist ians  through-
out  the countr y  who 
were l ike  minded.   And 
to  make sure  we were a 
l ikeminded col lec t ion of 
independent  churches 
under  the banner  of  one 

denominat ion cal led 
the Assembl ies  of  God, 
those founding churches 
agreed on 12 state -
ments.   These 12 state -
ments  we cal l  our  fun-
damental  t ruths,  and 
they are  the ar t ic les 
of  associat ion we have 
with one another  within 
the church and we a lso 
have with other  AOG 
churches.   Ever y  month 
we wi l l  d iscover  a  l i t t le 
bi t  behind what  each 
of  these fundamental 
t ruths  means.

We bel ieve in  the oper-
at ion of  the gi f ts  of  the 
Holy  Spir i t  and the gi f ts 
of  Chr ist  in  the Church 
today

We are  a  Pentecostal 
church and Pentecostal 
bel ievers ;  and what  we 
read in  ac ts  19 :1-6  is 
the ver y  essence of  the 
statement,  Pentecostal 
and the c lear  reason 

A s a church,  we 
may seem quite 
di f ferent  to  the 

other  churches  we 
see around us  in  that 
a l though we are  par t 
of  a  denominat ion 
(group of  churches) 
we rarely  seem to 
have any involve -
ment  f rom them.  
Many people  f ind this 
quite  odd,  par t icu-
lar ly  i f  they have come 
from churches  which 
have a  centra l ly  run 
struc ture,  contain-
ing e i ther  par ishes  or 
c i rcuits .   Many aren’t 
even aware that  we 
are  par t  of  a  denomi-
nat ion at  a l l ,  but  I  can 
assure  you that  we are.  
Some of  you may think 
we have been aban-
doned by our  denomi-
nat ion,  others  think i ts 
neglec t ,  but  I  wonder 
i f  you would be sur-
pr ise  i f  I  to ld  you,  that 
what  you may think is 

ASSEMBLIES OF GOD
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the whole  wor ld  was 
a  miss ion f ie ld,  ever y 
town was to  be evan-
gel ized.   Did  they have 
a  new salvat ion?  The 
answer  is  no,  but  l ike 
Paul  here  they k new 
that  they must  share  the 
message of  the inf i l l -
ing of  the Holy  Spir i t , 
the Pentecostal  expe -
r ience,  And the receiv-
ing meet ing was estab -
l ished,  L ike  Paul  here 
in  Ac ts  19 they wanted 
to  instruc t  bel ievers  as 
wel l  as  outreach to  the 
Lost  that  they may a l l 
share  in  the Gi f t  of  God. 

i t  i s  impor tant  that  we 
understand something 
ver y  c lear.   The in- f i l -
ing of  the Holy  Spir i t 
and salvat ion are  sepa-
rate  events.  One is  given 
f reely  to  a l l  who repent , 
the other  is  given f reely 
to  those who are  thi rst y.  
But  not  thi rst y  for  a 
jo l ly,  or  God’s  power,  or 
to  be a  show man,  but 
to  share  in  the message 
of  the gospel ,  to  convic t 
men of  s in ,  r ighteous-
ness  and judgment  to 
come.  And with the in-
f i l l ing of  the Holy  Spir i t 
we read that  comes the 
dunamis  of  the Lord in 
the 9  gi f ts ,  an ef fec t ive -
ness  in  your  message 

as  determined by the 
Spir i t ,  d ivers i t y  of  expe -
r ience in  a  l i fe  led by 
the Spir i t ,  and your  min-
istr ies  as  determined by 
the Holy  Spir i t .  Without 
the in- f i l ing of  the Holy 
Spir i t  you are  deter-
mined to  work  at  those 
things  in  your  own 
power,  but  this  i s  impos-
s ible,  so  we real ly  have 
no choice,  we must  be 
about  our  Father ’s  busi -
ness  and this  i s  not  a 
myster y. 

Final ly,  we learn f rom 
scr ipture  that  without 
you and I  look ing to 
walk  and conform to 
the leading of  the 
Spir i t  we wi l l  not  over-
come the f lesh nature 
or  exhibit  the f rui ts  of 
the Holy  Spir i t  which 
are  the nature  of  God, 
we cannot  str ive  to 
do them,  only  to  be 
f i l led with the Spir t . 
This  i s  what  those ear ly 
Pentecostals  found and 
shared and I  share  i t 
with  you today.  As  Paul 
shared i t  with  these who 
then received the Holy 
Spir i t , 

for  i ts  b i r th  as  a  ser ies 
of  denominat ions.  And 
yet  i ts  reason isn’t 
c lear  to  many,  but  to 
imagine those t imes 
is  to  understand,  and 
in  that  understand-
ing we gain  our  her i -
tage back and can see 
how bibl ica l  their  work 
was.  I n  1907 the f i rst 
instances  of  bapt ism of 
the Holy  Spir i t  in  the 
20th centur y  were seen 
in  Sunder land.  Groups 
of  bel ievers  a l l  over  the 
countr y  then began to 
speak in  tongues,  and 
the reac t ion f rom the 
establ ished churches 
was  they must  des ist 
or  be excommunicated. 
And many normal  ever y-
day people  l ike  Amy 
Ent wist le,  a  mi l l  worker 
f rom Black burn,  lef t 
ever ything to  preach 
the gospel  in  the Congo, 
and in  that  we see how 
ver y  l i fe  changing this 
inf i l l ing had been.

However,  the major-
i t y  church cal led them a 
cult .  S o the Pentecostal 
bel ievers  had a  message 
they needed to  share 
and even though ever y 
town and v i l lage had a 
church,  and many Br i t ish 
colonies  and others  had 
miss ionar ies,  they were 
not  teaching the whole 
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SOMETHING TO REMEMBER
Submitted by Margaret  R awcl i f fe  			 
(Author  Unk nown) 							     
											         

POEM

The day has  gone,  the t wi l ight  fades,
There’s  st i l lness  ever y where;

I  seek some place of  sol i tude,
And humbly  bow in  prayer.

I  te l l  the stor y  of  the day—
The joy,  the gr ief,  the care ;

I  keep not  back one secret  thing,
But  te l l  i t  a l l  in  prayer.

O hear t  of  mine,  be l ight  and f ree,
Not  l ightest  burden bear,

I n  ever ything let  thy  requests
Be told  to  God in  prayer.

Yes,  a l l ;  I  te l l  i t  a l l  to  Chr ist
I n  evening t wi l ight  dim:

Somehow my hear t  much l ighter  grows
Since a l l  i s  to ld  to  H im.

I  lay  my l i fe  at  H is  dear  feet—
O Jesus,  I  am Thine!

I ’ l l  walk  the way of  l i fe  with  Thee;
Thy wi l l ,  O Chr ist ,  i s  mine.

And now I  lay  me down to s leep
Whi le  gath’r ing shadows fa l l ,

And sweet  indeed my rest  shal l  be,
S ince Jesus  k nows i t  a l l .
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WHAT WE ARE TO ONE 
ANOTHER
Written by Jamie Boulton 						   

3 :16 te l ls  us  is  God 
breathed and that  i ts 
purpose is  to  provide 
doc tr ine,  correc t ion, 
reproving and instruc-
t ion in  r ighteous-
ness.  The scr ipture  i t  i s 
us ing to  do this  i s  the 
Old Testament. 

We agreed that  to 
the Cor inthians  Paul 
was  wr i t ing a  letter 
of  reproof  for  wrong 
conduc t  or  out work-
ing of  their  doc-
tr ine.  He had taught 
them what  the doc-
tr ines  were but  they 
had misappl ied the. 
To do this  he uses  the 
Old Testament  pr inci -
ples  that  he had learnt 
f rom boy to  manhood, 
so  as  to  provide them 
with an understanding 
of  God’s  hear t  in  these 
matters  and that  they 
ac t  in  accordance with 
H is  wishes. 

The letter  began by 
te l l ing us  i t  i s  a  letter 
to  the sanc t i f ied, 
something only  Chr ist 
could do.  And then 
goes  on to  discuss  the 
issue which has  been 
highl ighted to  H im by 
Chloe,  a  member  of 
the church,  unk nown 
to us,  but  her  name 
means tender  shoot . 
Chloe ident i f ied that 
there  were div is ions 
amongst  the church, 
and as  a  tender  shoot 
she couldn’t  reconci le 
i t  with  what  the scr ip -
tures  taught . 

When look ing at 
chapter  1  we could 
see what  was  hap -
pening was they were 
t r y ing to  make a  k ing 
out  of  these guys,  but 
a longside Chr ist ,  the 
reason being is  they 
thought  them intel -
l igent ,  c lever  sophis-
t icated,  l ikeable  and 

P lease Read 1 
Cor inthians  3

Just  to  quick ly 
recap what  we have 
previously  under-
stood the letter  to  the 
Cor inthians  is  for. 

Fi rst ly  i t  i s  a  letter 
Paul  wrote  to  a  church 
he planted and i t  i s 
the 2nd of  four  (as 
far  as  we k now,  there 
may be more)  but  i t  i s 
the f i rst  to  be consid-
ered par t  of  scr ipture, 
inspired by the Holy 
Spir i t .  What  this  te l ls 
us  is  that  Paul  d idn’t 
s i t  down with the plan 
to  wr i te  a  piece of 
scr ipture,  rather  he 
had a  purpose for  this 
letter  which the Holy 
Spir i t  inspired to  be 
for  a l l  the ages. 

Scr ipture  which is 
inspired by the Holy 
Spir i t  2  Timothy 

1  CORINTHIANS 3
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42 of  God br inging about 
H is  plan of  redemp -
t ion as  the scr iptures 
teach us.  Therefore  the 
only  thing he could 
teach was the gospel ; 
i t  was  the only  thing 
he looked for  in  them, 
and not  their  status, 

This  takes  us  on to 
chapter  3 , . 

S o what  do you think 
the message of  reproof 
is  in  this  chapter?

Now tak ing the pr inci -
ple  that  this  i s  a  wel l -
construc ted argument, 
beginning with the 
issue and ending with 
a  conclus ion,  what 
does  that  te l l  us?

Wel l  i t  begins  in  verse 
1  with what  you might 
think was  an insult 

And I ,  brothers,  could 
not  speak to  you as  to 
spir i tual  ones,  but  as 
to  f leshly,  as  to  babes 
in  Chr ist .  1  Cor inthian 
3 :1

And i t  ends with the 
last  three verses, 

Therefore  let  no one 
glor y  in  men.  For 
a l l  th ings  are  yours, 
whether  i t  i s  Paul ,  or 

Apol los,  or  Cephas, 
or  the wor ld,  or  l i fe, 
or  death,  or  things 
present ,  or  th ings  to 
come;  a l l  are  yours, 
and you are  Chr ist ’s , 
and Chr ist  i s  God’s . 

1  Cor inthians  3 :21-23

So what  do you think 
connec ts  these t wo 
verses?

Wel l  let ’s  begin by 
ta lk ing about  the f i rst 
verse.   Do you think 
that  this  apparent 
insult  i s  the star t  of  a 
new subjec t?

I f  you remember 
our  last  reproof  was 
that  the wisdom of 
the wor ld  is  ac tual ly 
fool ish ,  and i t  cannot 
comprehend the Lord, 
because that ’s  what 
the Lord had designed. 
The Lord ’s  p lans  can 
only  be comprehended 
by the Spir i t ,  and only 
he who has  the mind 
of  the Spir i t  can com-
prehend the Lord ’s 
p lans. 

And of  course  Chapter 
2  f in ishes  by Paul 
te l l ing the Cor inthians, 
( remember  this  letter 
i s  wr i t ten to  the sanc-
t i f ied)  that  they have 

char ismatic .  But  Paul 
makes  i t  c lear,  none 
of  them died for  you, 
only  Chr ist  i s  wor thy 
of  pra ise, 

Secondly  the Lord 
cal ls  the fool ish  things 
of  the wor ld,  as  far  as 
the wor ld  is  concerned 
these men are  fool ish . 
And the message of 
sa lvat ion through the 
cross  is  a  stumbl ing 
block .  Chapter  2  takes 
up this  par t  of  the 
reproof,  by  expla in-
ing that  we won’t  con-
vince people  with the 
gospel ,  to  them i t ’s  a 
fool ish  argument  and 
Paul  couldn’t  compete 
with these Greeks 
on their  intel lec t . 
But  he didn’t  have to 
because he under-
stood,  their  under-
standing was ac tual ly 
fool ish ,  because they 
couldn’t  see the pur-
poses  of  God,  i t  has 
to  be revealed by the 
Spir i t .  O ther wise,  l ike 
the men of  babel  they 
would work  together 
against  God. 

Yet  we who have 
accepted Chr ist  have 
been given the mind 
of  Chr ist  that  when 
we look at  the wor ld 
we see the purposes 
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43and they were respon-
s ible  for  their  own 
ac t ions  before  the 
Lord.  I nstead the k ing 
would be responsible 
for  their  conduc t .   The 
k ing would be the one 
who gave the Lord ’s 
d i rec t ion

I t  i s  absolutely  t rue 
that  we a l l  want  this , 
yet  Paul  taught  Only 
Jesus  is  the one qual-
i f ied to  do i t  and has 
earned the r ight  to  do 
i t . 

Now chapter  t wo 
wasn’t  a  s ide l ine 
away f rom this ,  as  I 
expla ined in  the intro -
duc t ion.  The or igin  of 
wisdom is  d iscussed 
so that  we understand 
i t  i s  not  educat ion or 
char isma which makes 
any of  these men 
wor thy to  be fol lowed 
because t rue wisdom 
comes f rom the Lord, 
and who is  i t  given to, 
who do you think the 
‘we’ i s  in  the ‘we have 
the mind of  Chr ist ’

Now you have t wo 
answers,  the f i rst  i s 
Paul ,  Apol los  and 
Peter.  The other 
answer  is  a l l  of  us  who 
have accepted Chr ist 
as  saviour.  So which 

do you think?

Wel l  i f  i t  was  the f i rst , 
Paul  i s  s t i l l  sett ing 
himsel f  on a  pedestal . 
So i t  refers  to  us  a l l  as 
I  have sa id,  and this  i s 
the reason for  verse  1 , 
because they don’t  use 
i t . 

So Paul  has  level led 
what  they have ra ised 
up by showing their 
wisdom,  credent ia l , 
exper ience and intel -
lec t  mean l i t t le,  i t  i s 
only  with the mind of 
Chr ist  we can k now 
the things  of  God. 

And here’s  our  under-
standing,  you can a l l , 
that ’s  r ight  a l l  have 
i t .  So whose top dog, 
whose the under-
l ing,  whose the k ing?  
This  i s  what  chapter  3 
goes  on to  discuss.  As 
shown in  verse  4 ,  

Because Paul  now uses 
the chapter  to  discuss 
how we are  di f ferent 
but  equal ,  how we get 
di f ferent  rewards,  but 
are  not  more impor-
tant  than another. 

And i t ’s  a l l  brought  to 
a  wonder ful  conclu-
s ion in  verses  21-23. 

th is  mind. 

So i f  they have this 
mind Pauls  nex t  sen-
tence is  a  rebuke 
because they c lear ly 
aren’t  us ing that  mind, 
but  rather  l ike  a  smal l 
chi ld  or  nurs ing baby, 
which thinks  not  of 
the wider  wor ld  s imply 
i ts  own needs. 

So they may have 
access  to  i t ,  but  they 
choose not  to  use i t 
and so Paul  ca l ls  them 
carnal ,  (we wi l l  come 
back to  why Paul  ca l ls 
them that  and what  i t 
means)

But  when we get  to 
verse  4  we see that 
Pauls  i ssue draws us 
back to  chapter  1 ,  and 
the l i f t ing up of  men 
above themselves, 
sett ing up them as 
k ings,  as  we have pre -
v iously  discussed. 

Now i f  we draw back 
to  when Israel  wanted 
a  k ing,  what  were the 
reasons?  1  Samuel 
8 :4-8

They wanted a  v is ible 
and direc t  judge,  a 
go -bet ween,  so  that 
the Lord did  not  re ign 
over  them direc t ly, 



And what  unites  us,  we are 
a l l  Chr ist ’s  and in  H im,  we are 
found in  the Lord God a lmight y, 
who was,  and is  and is  to  come.
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44 on the N icola i - tans, 
that  i s  those who are 
higher  than the la i t y. 
I n  Is rael ,  Joseph was 
his  father ’s  favou-
r i te,  so  he got  t wo 
tr ibes,  but  he didn’t 
lead the others.  Levi 
were chosen to  be the 
pr iesthood,  but  they 
could not  rule,  they 
instruc ted and their 
posit ion was  that  of 
the f i rst  born of  a l l 
I s rael ,  they s imply 
took their  p lace for 
them. 

The Judges ra ised for 
a  t ime when needed 
to  draw the people 
back to  God,  as  did  the 
prophets.  And we have 
seen that  the k ings 
were not  what  the 
Lord wanted for  I s rael , 
i t ’s  what  they wanted 
for  themselves.  But 
the Lord warned them 

the cost  of  sett ing a 
man up before  you.  1 
Samuel :8 :10-18, 

The histor y  of  I s rael 
i s  as  sheep,  who fol -
lowed a  shepherd no 
matter  where he took 

them,  good or  bad.   I s 
that  what  you want?

Don’t  fo l low man 
fol low Chr ist ,  you are 
H is ,  He is  able,  draw 
c lose to  H im,  not  your 
pastor,  don’t  re ly  on 
the one you think is 
in  charge,  re ly  on the 
one who is  in  charge. 

Why do you think 
Paul  ca l ls  them carnal 
s imply  because they 
are  only  able  to  eat 
mi lk  and not  sol id 
food,  spir i tual ly?

So the chapter  begins 
with a  rebuke because 
a l though they have 
the mind of  Chr ist 
they don’t  use  i t .

Paul  creates  another 
set  of  fac t ions  now 
and chal lenges  us 
which one we are  in . 

The f i rst  i s  the 
Spir i tual ,  the Greek 
word being phyoo -
mat- ik- os’ and i t ’s  a 
l i tera l  meaning,  i t  i s 
that  which is  supernat-
ural ,  which is  heavenly 
and is  non carnal

The other  word,  some -
t imes t ranslated 
f leshly,  but  i t  i s  the 
same word used as 

The phrase repeated 
over  and over,  i t ’s  a l l 
yours,  Paul ,  Apol los, 
Peter,  they a l l  work  for 
you and as  we wi l l  see, 
we a l l  work  for  them, 
as  we a l l  work  for  the 
same purpose. 

And what  unites  us,  we 
are  a l l  Chr ist ’s  and in 
H im,  we are  found in 
the Lord God a lmight y, 
who was,  and is  and is 
to  come.

So what  is  the reproof?

Wel l  i t ’s  the ver y 
impor tant  understand-
ing of  we have but 
one k ing,  H is  name is 
Jesus. 

No man should Lord 
i t  over  another,  but 
that ’s  the subjec t  of 
other  scr iptures.  The 
subjec t  of  th is  one is 

no man should put 
another  bet ween him 
and the Lord. 

This  i s  not  a  new 
teaching.   Jesus  says 
t wice in  Revelat ion 
he hates  the deeds 
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45But  we can’t  look at 
that  as  an immediate 
bad thing,  af ter  a l l  we 
a l l  had to  be born,  we 
a l l  had to  be chi ldren 
and learn. 

To babes  Jesus  sa id 
M athew 11:25,  the 
thing about  the chi ld-
hood years  i s ,  you 
have that  oppor tu-
nit y  to  be instruc ted, 
to  learn,  but  not  f rom 
preconceived ideas, 
rather  f rom a  vacant 
innocence.  Being in 
that  state  is  good.  1 
Peter  2 :2 .

The problem is 
staying there,  Paul 
te l ls  the Cor inthians 
later  in  this  letter,  1 
Cor inthians  13:11 and 
in  the letter  to  the 
Hebrews he cements 
this  requirement  for 
us  to  grow.  Hebrews 
5 :11-14

S o sol id  food is  for 
those who have 
matured f rom carnal -
i t y  to  spir i tual i t y.  Why 
is  that?

Because you are 
unable  to  process 
the requirements  of 
the scr iptures  whi lst 
st i l l  governed by 
Human nature,  only 

the spir i tual  man may 
discern them, 

But  how do you k now 
i f  someone is  eat ing 
sol id  food,  or  just 
d igest ing the mi lk . 
The answer  is  in  their 
ac t ions.  Paul  ca l ls  the 
Cor inthians  Carnal , 
because there  discern-
ment  of  doc tr ine is 
wrong. 

By  saying they are  for 
Apol los,  or  for  Paul , 
they fa i l  to  understand 
the nature  of  Chr ist , 
the body and our  re la-
t ionship with each 
other. 

I nstead there  are 
env ying’s  the word 
is  Zeal ,  meaning a 
boi l ing over,  but  on 
this  subjec t  of  whose 
the greatest  Chr ist ian

There are  str i fe’s , 
meaning content ious 
quarrel l ing again over 
who is  the best 

And there  is  d isunit y 
fac t ions  fo l lowing men 
and not  Chr ist  caused 
by fol lowing one man 
over  another. 

James 3 :13-18  and 
the example of 
these is  what  shows 

carnal  i s  in  the Greek 
Sark  ee Kos  and i t 
means to  be governed 
by human nature. 

So Paul  i s  i ssuing to 
us  a  big  chal lenge, 
because he makes  i t 
c lear  we should not 
be carnal ly  minded. 
I n  other  words  we 
shouldn’t  be governed 
by human nature. 

That ’s  a  big  chal -
lenge,  even to  himsel f, 
Romans 7 :14-25 Paul 
st ruggled with the 
ver y  nature  of  th is , 
so  what  can we do? 
Romans 8 :1-14,  be led 
by the Spir i t  of  God, 
not  the desi re  of  your 
human nature. 

But  how do we k now 
the Spir i t?  Wel l  Paul 
to ld  us  we who are  in 
Chr ist  have the mind 
of  the Spir i t ,  we just 
have to  choose to 
l i s ten to  i t  and fol low 
i t . 

The Cor inthians  he 
l ikened to  babes, 
nay pee os  meaning 
one who is  unsk i l led, 
immature and chi ld ish .  
Because their  spir i tu-
a l i t y  was  worked out 
l ike  chi ldren. 



Paul  teaches  what  we have is  a 
pr iv i lege given by God,  for  the 
glor y  of  God.
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46 ent i re ly  based on 
their  labours.   But  the 
parable  of  the workers 
h i red at  d i f ferent 

t imes,  yet  a l l  paid  the 
same makes  i t  c lear  i t ’s 
not  about  length of 
ser v ice,  s imply  about 
labour.

The word for  labour  is 
kop os  and i t  means 
toi l ,  so  i t ’s  hard work , 
commitment.  Only  you 
k now the answer  to 
this .  There  are  those 
who do what  they 
have to  and those who 
do what  needs to  and 
those who look to  do 
more than both,  which 
are  you? 

This  i s  opposite  to  the 
socia l ist  and commu-
nist  v iew of  an equal 
share  for  a l l .  I t ’s  quite 
the capita l ist  v iew 
of  you earn a  reward 
based on your  ef for t . 

But  this  to i l  i sn’t 
def ined by what  you 
do,  just  how hard you 
do i t . 

Because in  the cap -
i ta l ist  system,  the 

hardest  workers  don’t 
usual ly  get  the great-
est  reward,  more i t  i s 
the specia l ist  workers 

who do.   And that  i s 
where the wisdom of 
this  wor ld  is  shown up. 

Communism says 
what ’s  your  is  mine

Capita l ism says  what ’s 
yours  is  a  commodit y 
to  se l l  with . 

Paul  teaches  what  we 
have is  a  pr iv i lege 
given by God,  for  the 
glor y  of  God.   That  one 
may sow and another 
may water,  but  i t  i s  a l l 
nothing.   Because i t  i s 
only  Jesus  who  makes 
i t  come to something. 

So that  task  we have 
isn’t  our  commod-
it y  at  a l l ,  even our 
own labour,  because 
without  the inter-
vent ion of  the Lord i t 
doesn’t  do anything. 

Now understand that , 
Paul  teaches  that 
each labour  is  a  gi f t . 
Ephesians  2 :10 each 
of  those gi f ts  are  ver y 

immatur i t y,  remember 
the book Lord of  the 
f l ies,  what  happens 
when the chi ldren look 
af ter  themselves,  then 
they are  governed 
by lust  and desi re 
and superst i t ion and 
misunderstanding. 

No one person is 
above another,  fo l low 
Chr ist ,  don’t  f ight  over 
who’s  the greatest . 

What  does  i t  mean 
we each indiv idu-
al ly  receive our  own 
reward?

Paul  says  here  in  verse 
8  each one wi l l  receive 
a  reward.   The word 
in  Greek is  Hek as  tos 
meaning indiv iduals , 
each and ever y  one. 

I s  he just  ta lk ing about 
those in  leadership or 
h imsel f,  Apol los  and 
Peter?

The answer  is  no,  he is 
ta lk ing about  a l l  the 
church,  a l l  of  us. 

So Paul  i s  ta lk ing 
about  a  reward which 
is  given to  the indiv id-
ual ,  he  a lso  expresses 
that  this  reward wi l l 
be  di f ferent  for  each 
person and wi l l  be 
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47to  expla in  how these 
labours  work  and in 
that  we can glean 
some things. 

O f  course  the f i rst 
th ing we can glean 
is  that  he is  ta lk ing 
to  us  a l l .  So  a l though 
we can look at  v  9 
and think he’s  ta lk ing 
about  himsel f  and 
Apol los,  which he is , 
he  is  only  doing i t  by 
example. 

The true understand-
ing is  th is  f rom verse 
9 . 

Al l  those plant ing and 
water ing are  fe l low 
workers, 

Al l  the church is  God’s 
f ie ld  ( the phrase 
means farm)  and 
you are  a lso  a  bui ld-
ing.   ( This  double  t ype 
moves us  f rom the 
farming metaphor  to 
the bui lding one,  but 
at  the same t ime give 
us  a  comparat ive  v iew)

But  the fe l low workers 
are  par t  of  the church, 
so  in  a  round robin 
we are  ac tual ly,  the 
workers,  the farm and 
the bui lding. 

We are  both those 

doing and those 
receiv ing,  and yet 
because we k now in 
the farm analogy only 
the Lord gives  the 
increase,  and f rom 
the chal lenge to  be 
led by the Spir i t  and 
not  Human nature, 
that  the Lord is  the 
one who k nows what 
the bui lding should 
look l ike,  we trust  H is 
leading in  our  labours. 

Now in  the bui ld-
ing t ype a  foundat ion 
must  be la id  and then 
the course  of  br icks. 

Paul  te l ls  us  there  is 
only  one foundat ion 
on which a  bui ld ing 
of  God can be bui l t , 
Jesus.  He doesn’t  mean 
bel ieving in  Jesus,  He 
means what  he con-
c luded in  chapter  2 .  1 
Cor inthians  2 :2

Without  sa lvat ion 
there  is  no bui lding, 
and there  is  no other 
sa lvat ion than Chr ist 
cruci f ied.  That  I  k now 
you k now,  but  going 
back to  the in i t ia l 
reason for  Chloe’s 
letter,  some had come 
to put  their  par t ic -
ular  leader  ak in  to 
Chr ist ,  because they 
were the person who 

di f ferent ,  as  we wi l l 
see when we get  to 
chapter  12 and the 
discuss ion on the 
body. 

But  no one gi f t  i s 
more impor tant  than 
another,  each has 
i ts  task ,  each has  i ts 
ro le,  a l l  work  for  one 
purpose and none 
work  without  the 
inter vent ion of  Chr ist . 

But…

We wi l l  a l l  be 
rewarded indiv idu-
al ly  dependent  on how 
much we toi led.  I f  you 
think you’re  being 
carr ied,  h iding in  the 
crowd,  sneak ing of f  for 
a  quick  break whi lst 
others  labour,  you’re 
fool ing yoursel f.   Al l 
th ings  wi l l  be  judged 
by Chr ist  at  the end. 

So look ing at  verses 
9-16 what  do we learn 
about  the labours  we 
wi l l  be  rewarded for? 

K nowing then that 
the labours  to  which 
we have discussed are 
var ied,  God ordained 
f rom the begin-
ning of  t ime and 
rewarded indiv idual ly 
for  Paul  now goes  on 
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though he has  previ -
ously  shown that  our 
rewards  are  indiv id-
ual ly  given based on 
how hard we work . 

And even though he 
has  gone to  great 
pains  to  show that 
in  a l l  th is  i s  equal-
i t y,  no man should be 
l i f ted up.  He is  c lear ly 
showing us,  some 
people  can be better 
at  a  task  than others.  1 
Cor inthians  15:41

But  by us ing the 
phrase master  craf ts-
men then he is  ta lk ing 
about  gui lds,  appren-
t iceships  and tra in-
ing.   I t ’s  the ox ymoron 
of  scr ipture,  because 
up to  now Paul ’s  been 
te l l ing us  none of 
those things  make 
the di f ference,  but  he 
means none of  them 
make the di f ference as 
to  the greatness  of  a 
man, 

Paul  has  taken the 
work  that  Jesus  gave 
to  him,  and he has 
laboured to  improve, 
l ike  the Pentecost  f i rst 
f ru i t  of fer ing,  they 
don’t  give  back the 
grain  that  the Lord has 
given,  but  go through 

the bread mak ing 
process  to  turn i t 
into something more. 
This  i s  just  l ike  in  the 
parable  of  the ta lents. 

The other  t wo tasks 
are  the waterer  and 
the bui lder,  they come 
af ter  sa lvat ion.  This  i s 
to  help that  Chr ist ian 
move f rom milk  to 
sol id  food,  f rom car-
nal i t y  to  Spir i tualt y 

Mathew 28:19 is 
the great  commis-
s ion,  make disc iples. 
A  bui ld ing requires 
foundat ions,  and i t 
requires  br icks.  A  Fie ld 
requires  seeds and 
those seeds require 
water  to  grow.  I t  i s  a 
combined work . 

Without  i t  then the 
f i rst  verses  of  th is 
chapter  i s  where a l l 
Chr ist ians  wi l l  s tay. 

So who does  the bui ld-
ing?   You do on others, 
and they do on you.

But  in  that  bui ld-
ing Paul  now gives  us 
some warnings  so that 
we are  careful  how we 
bui ld, 

Our  works  bui ld  up 
others  bui ld ing,  as 

helped them come to 
Salvat ion. 

But  they aren’t 
the reason for  the 
sa lvat ion. 

Does  anyone k now 
who was responsi -
ble  for  B i l ly  Graham’s 
sa lvat ion?   I t  Was 
Chr ist ,  not  M or tdecai 
Ham.   Remember 
that ,  he  just  fa i thful ly 
preached the Gospel 
the Lord gave the 
increase,  and Jesus  is 
the foundat ion. 

But  look at  verse 
10,  we have another 
double  ministr y, 
Foundat ion layer  and 
bui lder,  to  couple  with 
sower  and waterer. 

The sower  and founda-
t ion layer  are  by def i -
n i t ion the beginning 
works  of  a  process. 
We can c lear ly  under-
stand that  this  i s  the 
evangel ist ,  or  gospel 
preacher.

Paul  l ikens  himsel f  to 
a  wise  master  founda-
t ion bui lder,  so  what ’s 
he saying there?  Wel l 
he’s  showing us  that 
a l l  though al l  tasks 
are  for  equal  purpose, 
a l though not  the 
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But  v  16 makes  i t  c lear 
why i t  i s  impor tant . 
You are  the temple of 
God,  as  we a l l  are. 

What  should that 
temple look l ike. 
Zechar iah 6 :12-13

Wel l  the answer  has  to 
be,  by  God’s  des ign, 
not  your  own,  because 
only  by the Lord 
k nows what  i t  should 
look l ike, 

S o pul l ing i t  a l l 
together,  the con-
c lus ion is  of  a  labour 
force,  bui ld ing on one 
another,  by  Chr ists 
des ign,  not  by any 
man’s ,  no matter  h is 
sk i l l  level ,  ca l l ing or 
ef fec t iveness,  we a l l 
have an equal  purpose 
in  God,  yet  we wi l l 
be  rewarded for  how 
hard we work  at  that 
purpose. 

Why does  Paul  intro -
duce def i l ing the 
temple into this  con-
versat ion?  (v17-20)

Af ter  a l l  that  why 
throw this  in  about  the 
temple. 

Wel l  because he has 

establ ished that  i t ’s 
not  just  any old  bui ld-
ing that ’s  being bui l t 
but  the temple,  the 
new Jerusalem. 

Paul  i s  not  expla ining 
what  happens i f  they 
remain in  this  carnal -
i t y.  I n  the strength 
of  human wisdom by 
once again reminding 
them that  the wisdom 
of  this  wor ld  is  in  fac t 
fool ish , 

However  i t ’s  not  just 
fool ish ,  the Lord has 
inter vened so that  i t 
i s  the gibbet  by which 
i t  wi l l  hang i tse l f. 
This  scr ipture  is  taken 
f rom Job 5 ,  where Job 
expla ins  a l l  th ings  are 
in  the Lord ’s  hands. 

I f  that  i s  t rue (and i t 
i s )  then a  wor ld  which 
doesn’t  ack nowledge 
that  has  a  fa lse  base, 
i t  looks  and sees  but 
does  not  perceive, 
because they look with 
a  pretex t . 

This  pretex t  i s  Human 
nature,  which is 
descr ibed in  Romans 
1 :17-25, 

Therefore  i f  your  st i l l 
work ing f rom this 
carnal  nature,  then 

others  do ours,  here 
we see 6  t ypes  of 
works,  but  a l l  are 
words  of  something 
made,  each to  be t r ied 
by f i re,  the f i rst  three 
being ref ined and the 
second three being 
burnt  away.

Gold =  revelat ion 3 :18 
(di rec t ly  taken f rom 
God) ,  imputed div init y

Si lver  =  psalm 12:6 

Precious  stones,  =(not 
jewels  but  marble,  the 
word precious  t imios, 
bought  with a  great 
sacr i f ice,  (not  Chr ist ’s )

Wood = Xulon, 
meaning cudgel , 
s tocks,   ( th ings  used 
for  d ishonour)

Grass  =  Isa iah 37:27, 
weak and power less

Stubble= the sta lk 
without  the grain

Each of  these i tems 
reveals  things  about 
your  motive,  are  they 
by human nature, 
or  by  the Heavenly 
one.  They are  bui l t 
on others,  and they 
make a  bui ld ing which 
is  h ighl ighted by the 
nature  of  God,  or  by 
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50 good k ings  weren’t 
whol ly  good and led 
the people  into many 
errors,  ending with 
M anasseh.  This  worked 
out  exac t ly  as  the Lord 
has  sa id  in  1  Samuel  8 . 

Don’t  t rust  in  the 
wisdom of  man,  go to 

the Lord yoursel f,  let 
H im reign over  you, 
be heavenly  minded, 
labour  in  H is  v ineyard, 

you wi l l  def i le  the 
temple.  And br ing i ts 
destruc t ion. 

And Paul  can s i te  the 
k ings  of  I s rael  as  evi -
dence for  why we 
should not  put  one 
person bet ween us 
and God.  Even the 
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GIZZA JOB
											         

JOB

There are  many things  that  need to  be done in  the k ingdom and as 
such we have created a  struc ture  at  Grace which a l lows people  to  move 
out  into that  good work  the Lord has  put  into your  hear t .

Our  hope as  a  church is  to  re lease people  into that  gi f t ing,  which the 
Lord has  given,  so  we may reach out  in  many direc t ions,  and i t  i s  Jesus 
who is  d i rec t ing us. 

Al l  our  ac t iv i t ies  here  at  Grace are  for  the purpose of  seeing our  v is ion 
out worked in  people’s  l ives.  And to  do this ,  whatever  i t  i s  that  you feel 
the Lord has  cal led you to  do is  e i ther  to :  -

Reach = a imed at  anyone who does  not  k now the Lord Jesus  as  Saviour 
and so is  des igned to  teach them this  t ruth by having an ac t iv i t y  which 
the gospel  may be audibly  shared at . 

Teach = a imed at  those who k now the Lord as  Saviour  that  they can 
learn more about  Chr ist  and H is  nature,  so  we can be more l ike  H im 
ever y  day

Keep = for  the purpose of  meet ing together  to  encourage one another 
with the Lord,  to  grow up in  Chr ist . 

Ser ve = to  make the process  of  Reaching,  Teaching and Keeping poss i -
ble,  through the prac t ica l  ass istance needed. 

I f  you have such an idea,  brewing within  you and you don’t  even k now 
where to  star t ,  then can I  encourage you to  get  in  touch with me 
on e i ther  my emai l  or  by  phone.  We wi l l  ta lk  about  i t  and begin the 
process  of  gett ing this  God- given cal l ing into prac t ice
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MUSICIAN

Have you got  a  ta lent  h idden under  a  bushel?   Can you play  a 
musical  instrument?   Are  you ready and wi l l ing to  use that  ta lent  for 
the Glor y  of  God and the ex tension of  H is  k ingdom? 

There are  2  posit ions  avai lable  and no reason whatsoever  that  one 
person could not  ser ve both.

Posit ion 1 . 

Venue:  Grace Pentecostal  Church.  (M inor  Hal l )

Date  and t ime:  Ever y  Fr iday 1-2  pm

Job descr ipt ion:  To ser ve the L iv ing God and provide a  musical 
accompaniment  for  our  week ly 

Oasis  55+M eeting.

Posit ion 2 .

Venue:  Grace Pentecostal  Church.  M inor  Hal l

Date  and t ime.  Quar ter ly.  To be announced.

Job descr ipt ion:  To ser ve the Lord,  who is  not  wi l l ing that  any should 
per ish and provide musical  accompaniment  to  our  “Food for  thought ” 
outreach Specia ls .

I f  you are  wi l l ing to  f i l l  e i ther  or  both these posit ions,  or  for  fur ther 
information,  p lease contac t  Carol  Duxbur y  07400523995 or  Pastor 
Jamie Boulton 01254 54541

However,  for  others  i t  may be that  you don’t  want  to  star t  an ac t iv-
i t y  but  look to  help out  with the exist ing church tasks.  I t ’s  just  you 
don’t  k now where to  star t .  S o the ‘Gizza  job’ sec t ion of  our  ‘ I nspirat ion’ 
magazine is  to  let  you k now about  the ongoing roles  that  need to  be 
f i l led.  Have a  read of  the descr ipt ions  and i f  you feel  you can help,  then 
please get  in  touch with the contac t  in  the adver t . 

For  ac t iv i t y  leaders,  i f  you would l ike  to  adver t ise  a  role  you’re  look ing 
for  volunteers  in ,  then please submit  your  adver t  to  the communica-
t ions  team,  with your  contac t  detai ls ,  so  that  people  can get  in  touch. 

The Lord bless  you in  your  ser v ice  for  H is  k ingdom. 
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Ac t iv i t y  leader  –Lynne Haydock 

Type of  ac t iv i t y  –  Keep 

Aim –  to  provide a  fac i l i t y  where Chr ist ian resources  can be accessed 
and borrowed for  personal  and group encouragement  and study 

When i t  Takes  Place –  Tuesday 2  -  8pm (or  for  some per iod of  t ime 
within  these hours) 

Helpers  need to  do one or  a l l  of  the fol lowing:- 

*  Help v is i tors  access  resources  on the internet ,  locate  books  v ia  the 
catalogue  

*  Help v is i tors  with  the use of  the pr inter/photocopier  as 
appropr iate 

*  To ser ve and/or  make refreshments  for  v is i tors 

*  To encourage and st imulate  discuss ion of  Chr ist ian topics 

Specia l  requirements  –  none needed but  fami l iar i t y  with  computers 
would be useful  and bak ing exper ience welcomed.

TODDLEABOUT

Ac t iv i t y  Leader :  Sharon Moorehouse

Type of  Ac t iv i t y :  Reach

Aim:  To give parents/carers  and chi ldren the sound saving k nowl-
edge of  Jesus  Chr ist  whi lst  providing a  safe  and secure environment 
for  this  to  happen.  To provide age -appropr iate  toys  and ac t iv i t ies 
and equipment  to  help develop and enhance the chi ld ’s  develop -
ments.  To suppor t  and advise  parents  as  and when needed.  To intro -
duce chi ldren to  the Lord Jesus  Chr ist  through example,  prayers, 
s tor ies  and ac t iv i t ies

When i t  takes  place:  ever y  Thursday 9  am to 3pm (term t ime only)

Where i t  takes  place:  M inor  hal l ,  Grace Pentecostal  Church Black burn
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55Helpers  needed to  do: -  one of  or  a l l  of  the fol lowing

• 	 helpers  are  required to  come and s i t  with  parents  and carers  to 
share  the gospel  with , 

• 	 to  help with sett ing up and putt ing away, 

• 	 to  do a  story  t ime presentat ion with an audible  gospel  message

Specia l  requirements :  wi l l  need to  undergo a  DBS check

GRACE KIDS

Ac t iv i t y  Leader :  Chr ist ine M orr is

Type of  Ac t iv i t y :  Reach

Aim:   to  provide a  sanc tuar y  or  c i t y  of  refuge for  chi ldren where they 
may come and f ind the only  t rue refuge Jesus  Chr ist  as  their  Lord 
and Saviour,  through ac t iv i t ies  that  teach Jesus  and by bui lding re la-
t ionships  so  they can see Jesus  in  you.

When i t  takes  place:  Fr iday 5pm-730pm

Where i t  takes  place:  Grace Pentecostal  Church Black burn

Helpers  needed to  do: -  one of  or  a l l  of  the fol lowing

• 	 Help chi ldren to  par t ic ipate  by befr iending and shar ing

• 	 to  help with story  te l l ing

• 	 To be avai lable  to  help with presentat ions  (need to  be f ree 
Sunday af ternoon/evenings  for  rehearsals )

• 	 help to  t idy  and c lean and put  away

Specia l  requirements :  wi l l  need to  undergo a  DBS check

SUNDAY SCHOOL

Ac t iv i t y  Leader :  Sunday school

Type of  Ac t iv i t y :  Teach

Aim:   to  help the chi ldren discover  the ver y  nature  of  God for 
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56 themselves  through the bible  and to  not  look at  i t  as  a  t ype of 
babysit t ing.

When i t  takes  place:  Sunday 1030-1230

Where i t  takes  place:  C lass  room,  Grace Pentecostal  Church 
Black burn

Helpers  needed to  do: -  one of  or  a l l  of  the fol lowing

• 	 take a  Sunday school  c lass  on your  own on a  rota  bas is  depend -
ing on how many Sunday school  teachers,  th is  wi l l  require  you to 
need to  do pr ior  preparat ion and study so the chi ldren are  ade -
quately  prepared for. 

Specia l  requirements :  wi l l  need to  undergo a  DBS check .

GRACE YOUTH

Ac t iv i t y  Leader :  Daniel  Talbot

Type of  Ac t iv i t y :  Reach

Aim:   to  share  the message of  Salvat ion in  Jesus  Chr ist  through inter-
ac t ion and programmes which are  re levant  to  Young people. 

When i t  takes  place:  Fr iday 7pm – 9pm

Where i t  takes  place:  Grace Pentecostal  Church Black burn

Helpers  needed to  do: -  one of  or  a l l  of  the fol lowing

• 	 Help young people  to  par t ic ipate  by befr iending and shar ing

• 	 to  help with act iv i t ies

• 	 To be avai lable  to  help with presentat ions  (need to  be f ree 
Sunday af ternoon/evenings  for  preparat ion)

• 	 help to  t idy  and c lean and put  away

Specia l  requirements :  wi l l  need to  undergo a  DBS check
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Ac t iv i t y  Leader :  none ( inter im Jamie Boulton)

Type of  Ac t iv i t y :  Keep

Aim:   to  cont inue to  pray  for  var ious  means within  our  church and 
without  to  bui ld  our  own fa i th  and to  discover  the t ruths  of  the 
Lord ’s  wi l l  in  our  church 

When i t  takes  place:  Tuesday 7am – 8  am or  7 :30pm-8:30pm

Where i t  takes  place:  Grace Pentecostal  Church Black burn

Helpers  needed to  do: -  one of  or  a l l  of  the fol lowing

• 	 to  come to pray  for  the miss ionary  act iv i t ies  around the globe

• 	 to  come and pray for  the church plant ing work  at  Great 
Har wood

• 	 to  come and pray for  the s ick  of  our  Church

• 	 To come and pray for  Evangel ism and the wining of  souls

• 	 to  come and pray general ly  that  the Lord would move in  H is 
might y power

Specia l  requirements :  none

PRAYER FOR ISRAEL

Ac t iv i t y  Leader :  none ( inter im Jamie Boulton)

Type of  Ac t iv i t y :  Keep

Aim:   to  cont inue to  pray  for  the work  of  God amongst  the Jews,  for 
the peace of  Jerusalem,  and for  I s rael .  

When i t  takes  place:  f i rst  Wednesday of  Ever y  Month 1pm – 2pm

Where i t  takes  place:  C lassroom,  Grace Pentecostal  Church Black burn

Helpers  needed to  do : -  one of  or  a l l  of  the fol lowing

• 	 to  have a  pass ion for  the people  of  I s rael  to  come to know Jesus 
as  Saviour
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Ac t iv i t y  Leader :  Chr ist ine Morr is

Type of  Ac t iv i t y :  S er ve

Aim:   to  provide the oppor tunit y  to  worship the Lord v ia  music  in 
any event ,  ac t iv i t y  or  meet ing  

When i t  takes  place:  could be any t ime (worship prac t ice  current ly 
Thursday 7 :30pm-10pm

Where i t  takes  place:  M ain hal l ,  Grace Pentecostal  Church Black burn

Helpers  needed to  do : -  one of  or  a l l  of  the fol lowing

• 	 to  play  a  musical  instrument  or  s ing

• 	 to  work  the overhead projector

• 	 to  man the sound desk

Specia l  requirements :  none

STE WARDS

Ac t iv i t y  Leader :  none ( inter im Jamie Boulton)

Type of  Ac t iv i t y :  S er ve

Aim:   to  ser ve the church by helping a l l  events,  ac t iv i t ies  and meet-
ings  to  run smoothly  by providing prac t ica l  ass istance  

When i t  takes  place:  could be any t ime 

Where i t  takes  place:  Grace Pentecostal  Church Black burn

Helpers  needed to  do : -  one of  or  a l l  of  the fol lowing

• 	 to  greet  people  at  the door

• 	 to  help distr ibute communion

• 	 to  help set  the communion up

• 	 to  be a  point  of  contact  for  v is i tors
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59• 	 to  pray  with those who have accepted the Lord as  Saviour

• 	 to  help to  provide secur i ty  whi lst  others  are  distracted

Specia l  requirements :  none

MISSIONS DISBURSEMENTS

Ac t iv i t y  Leader :  none ( inter im Jamie Boulton)

Type of  Ac t iv i t y :  Keep

Aim:   To inspire  the church into ser v ice  and to  manage our  involve -
ment  in  the spread of  the gospel  of  Jesus  Chr ist  throughout  the 
Wor ld  through suppor t ing the var ious  miss ionar ies  f inancia l ly,  l ia is -
ing with them and informing the church of  their  work ,  and by invit-
ing them to come and speak to  the congregat ion

When i t  takes  place:  could be any t ime 

Where i t  takes  place:  Grace Pentecostal  Church Black burn

Helpers  needed to  do : -  one of  or  a l l  of  the fol lowing

• 	 to  provide suppor t  to  the miss ion’s  secretary  on deciding who 
wil l  be suppor ted or  not

• 	 To keep accurate  accounting records  to  be del ivered to  the 
f inance teams

Specia l  requirements :  must  be a  member

CHURCH PLANTING

Ac t iv i t y  Leader :  none ( inter im Jamie Boulton)

Type of  Ac t iv i t y :  Reach

Aim:   To create  a  v iable  and sel f -susta ining church which shares  our 
v is ion and goals  and jo ins  with us  in  c lose union,  a l l  over  the wor ld

When i t  takes  place:  could be any t ime 

Where i t  takes  place:  Grace Pentecostal  Church Black burn
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• 	 to  help with evangel ism strategy for  the town of  Great  Harwood

• 	 to  create  and edit  a  quar ter ly  newsletter  to  be sent  to  a l l  those 
interested in  the works  at  Great  Har wood

• 	 Labourers  to  help with the c lear ing out  and rebui lding

Specia l  requirements :  none

NE W BUILDING PROJEC TS/GARDENING/MAINTENANCE/CLEANING/
CARE TAKING

Ac t iv i t y  Leader :  none ( inter im Jamie Boulton)

Type of  Ac t iv i t y :  S er ve

Aim:   Keep the bui lding in  a  safe  and habitable  condit ion for  the use 
of  a l l  other  depar tments. 

When i t  takes  place:  could be any t ime 

Where i t  takes  place:  Grace Pentecostal  Church Black burn

Helpers  needed to  do : -  one of  or  a l l  of  the fol lowing

• 	 C leaners  to  c lean the bui lding regular ly

• 	 To help mow the lawn regular ly  and manage the plant

• 	 to  complete  the var ious  maintenance jobs  l i s ted on the board 
under  new projec t ,  G ardening,  and Maintenance

• 	 to  help with regular  sett ing up for  the var ious  meet ings  and 
their  requirements

Specia l  requirements :  none

HUB LEADER

We are  look ing for  indiv iduals  who would be wi l l ing to  open up their 
home one night  a  week to  run a  Hub group.   The role  wi l l  involve 
coordinat ing a  meet ing (a l though not  necessar i ly  doing ever y  par t ) 
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61where a  group of  5  to  7  attendees  of  the church may attend to  fe l -
lowship,  study,  pray  and worship together.  Current ly  the detai ls 
are  being worked out  and we are  look ing for  indiv iduals  who may 
be interested in  k nowing a  l i t t le  more about  the role.  An enquir y 
doesn’t  mean you have agreed to  do i t . 

I f  you are  interested or  would l ike  to  k now more,  then please contac t 
Jamie on 01254 54541,  or  emai l  pastorgracechurchblack burn@
hotmai l .co.uk ,  and t i t le  the emai l  Hub leader

CLEANERS

We are  look ing for  indiv iduals  who feel  they could just  give  a  par t  of 
their  t ime a  week to  regular ly  c lean a  par t  of  the bui lding.  Anyone 
wishing to  take on this  ro le  must  feel  a  ca l l ing f rom the Lord to  do 
i t  and have a  pass ion for  the bui lding to  look i ts  best  for  the work  of 
the Lord.  C leaners  wi l l  be  responsible  to  the Cleaning coordinator 
and must  agree to  fo l low their  instruc t ions  as  ac t iv i t y  leader. 

I f  you are  interested or  would l ike  to  k now more,  then please contac t 
Jamie on 01254 54541,  or  emai l  pastorgracechurchblack burn@
hotmai l .co.uk ,  and t i t le  the emai l  C leaner

CLEANING COORDINATOR

We are  look ing for  an indiv idual  who would l ike  to  become an ac t iv-
i t y  leader,  coordinat ing the Church’s  c leaning.  This  does  not  mean 
you are  doing a l l  of  the c leaning,  but  rather  coordinat ing the c lean-
ing that  i s  done,  as  wel l  as  having the responsibi l i t y  for  the c lean-
ing budget .  The I ndiv idual  should feel  ca l led to  the role  by the 
Lord,  with  a  pass ion in  their  hear ts  that  the bui lding should be a 
c lean,  warm and safe  environment  for  church ac t iv i t ies  to  take place 
in .  The c leaning coordinator  wi l l  be  par t  of  our  bui ld ing manage -
ment  depar tment  and wi l l  be  overseen by the Bui ld ing management 
depar tment  Deacon.  This  i s  a  ser ve ac t iv i t y 

This  i s  what  the role  begins  l ike  but  were look ing for  someone who 
can make i t  so  much more than i t  i s  as  descr ibed here

Ac t iv i t y  leaders  are  required to  agree to  conform to 10 standards, 
the t wo which are  prerequis i tes  of  apply ing are  that  you have been 
in  attendance at  Grace Church Black burn for  at  least  3  months  and 
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62 you are  a  member. 

I f  you are  interested or  would l ike  to  k now more,  then please contac t 
Jamie on 01254 54541,  or  emai l  pastorgracechurchblack burn@
hotmai l .co.uk ,  and t i t le  the emai l  C leaning coordinator

STE WARDS

We are  look ing for  indiv iduals  who would l ike  to  help out  with one 
or  more of  the var ious  stewardship jobs  that  are  needed to  make the 
church ser v ices  poss ible.  The var ious  stewardship jobs  are : -  Sett ing 
up the Communion,  Handing out  the communion,  t idying away the 
Communion set ,  Greet ing people  at  the door,  helping people  to  f ind 
a  seat ,  encouraging new people  by helping them to f ind a  seat  and 
introducing them to the people  sat  around them,  handing out  of  l i t -
erature,  and helping with prac t ica l  i ssues  dur ing the ser v ices.  Some 
of  these jobs  are  a l ready done by some people,  but  we are  a lways 
look ing for  new people  to  help on a  rotat ing basis .  Anyone wishing 
to  take on one of  these tasks  must  feel  a  sense of  ca l l ing f rom the 
Lord and a  pass ion to  ser ve one another.   Stewards  wi l l  be  responsi -
ble  to  the Stewards  Coordinator  and must  fo l low their  instruc t ions 
as  ac t iv i t y  leader.

I f  you are  interested or  would l ike  to  k now more,  then please contac t 
Jamie on 01254 54541,  or  emai l  pastorgracechurchblack burn@
hotmai l .co.uk ,  and t i t le  the emai l  Stewards

STE WARDS

We are  look ing for  an indiv idual  who would l ike  to  become an ac t iv-
i t y  leader,  coordinat ing the church’s  stewards.  The stewards  of  the 
church are  those indiv iduals  who pass  around the communion and 
help to  set  i t  up/put  i t  away ;  stand and greet  people  at  the door 
pass ing out  the re levant  l i terature ;  and help new people  to  f ind a 
seat ,  introduce them to the people  around them and make them feel 
welcome.  The coordinators  role  is  to  make sure  a l l  of  these tasks 
are  running as  they should,  t ra ining and encouraging the stewards 
in  their  ro les,  p lanning rotas  and del iver ing them.   The indiv idual 
should feel  ca l led to  the role  by the Lord and have a  pass ion to  make 
people  feel  welcome and chal lenged.  The steward ’s  coordinator  wi l l 
be  par t  of  the ministr y  team’s  depar tment  and be overseen by the 
ministr y  team’s  deacon.  This  i s  a  ser ve ac t iv i t y.
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63Ac t iv i t y  leaders  are  required to  agree to  conform to 10 standards, 
the t wo which are  prerequis i tes  of  apply ing are  that  you have been 
in  attendance at  Grace Church Black burn for  at  least  3  months  and 
you are  a  member. 

I f  you are  interested or  would l ike  to  k now more,  then please contac t 
Jamie on 01254 54541,  or  emai l  pastorgracechurchblack burn@
hotmai l .co.uk ,  and t i t le  the emai l  s teward ’s  coordinator

DEACONS

We are  look ing to  f i l l  a  number  of  var ious  deacons roles  within 
the church.  Deacons here  at  Grace have the job of  overseeing our 
depar tments  in  the day to  day running of  the church.  The role  of 
Deacon is  threefold. 

1 . 	 The Deacon meets  with the ac t iv i t y  leaders  to  encourage them 
in  the work  they are  doing,  obtain  a  repor t  or  request  for  f inance 
and ass istance,  check the ac t iv i t y  i s  s t i l l  running as  the ac t iv i t y 
leader  sa id  they wanted i t  to.   They do this  for  each ac t iv i t y  leader  in 
their  depar tment,  balancing and encouraging their  needs with one 
another. 

2 . 	 Meet  quar ter ly  as  par t  of  the church counci l  to  br ing a  repor t 
on the progress  of  the ac t iv i t ies  in  the last  quar ter  and inform of 
the plans  for  the new quar ter.  They br ing any request  for  f inance or 
ass istance and represent  the depar tment  in  a l l  decis ions  made. 

3 . 	 They help nur ture  brand new ac t iv i t ies  in  their  depar tment  into 
being,  so  that  they can run ef fec t ively. 

Each one of  our  depar tments  looks  to  ser ve the work  of  the k ingdom 
in  three par t icular  ways.  Our  Spir i tual  depar tments  are  concerned 
with reaching,  teaching and keeping people  for  the Lord;  our  Ser vice 
depar tments  look to  make the work  of  the church legal ,  safe  and 
poss ible ;  and our  I nspirat ional  depar tments  look to  inspire  the 
church into ser v ice. 

The Deacon role  requires  a  great  deal  of  commitment,  has  a  great 
deal  of  responsibi l i t y  and is  completed by those who have a  hear t 
to  ser ve others  rather  than lead.  Those wishing to  take on this  ro le 
must  k now that  they are  cal led by the Lord to  do i t . 

As  the role  may need a  better  explanat ion,  p lease feel  f ree  to 
enquire  for  more information
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64 Deacons are  required to  agree to  conform to 10 standards,  the t wo 
which are  prerequis i tes  of  apply ing are  that  you have been in  atten-
dance at  Grace Church Black burn for  at  least  3  months  and you are  a 
member. 

Deacons,  as  representat ives  of  a  depar tment  must  be e lec ted by the 
church.  I f  you would l ike  to  apply,  p lease be aware that  a  vote  wi l l 
taken on complet ion of  your  appl icat ion process.  This  i s  not  a  popu-
lar i t y  contest ,  but  one based on suitabi l i t y. 

I f  you are  interested or  would l ike  to  k now more,  then please contac t 
Jamie on 01254 54541,  or  emai l  pastorgracechurchblack burn@
hotmai l .co.uk ,  and t i t le  the emai l  Deacon.
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“ We as  the body wi l l  seek cont inual ly  to 
k now the Lord as  our  beloved,  to  study H is 

word that  we may k now H im better  and 
that  we may be witnesses  of  Chr ist  Jesus  in 

a l l  the wor ld  that  we inhabit .

Our  Vis ion

“ That  we as  a  church wi l l  seek to  Reach, 
Teach and Keep,  men and women,  boys 
and gir ls ,  to  be c i t izens  of  the K ingdom 

of  Heaven accessed through Salvat ion in 
Chr ist  Jesus.”

Our  Values
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Address :  Grace Pentecostal  Church

Wensley  Road

Black burn

BB2 3NE

Tel :  01254 54541

Web:  w w w.gracepentecostalblack burn.co.uk

Emai l :  graceccblack burn@gmai l .com

Facebook :  w w w.facebook .com/gracepentecostalblack burn

YouTube:  w w w.youtube.com/gccblack burn


