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Welcome to this issue of “Inspiration” our 
monthly church magazine, designed to keep 
you informed of all that’s going on here at 
Grace.

I hope that you have had a good February, 
even though it’s been a very wet and windy 
one. When living in Lancashire and particu-
larly Blackburn I have learnt to expect a good 
down pour now and again. 

Recently I was reading a book called ‘fire under the clock tower’ 
by Bill Council. This is a book written about the founding years of 
the Pentecostal movements in West Lancashire and in particular 
the founding years of the assembly at Preston and this assembly at 
Blackburn. 

One of the things I read, which made me smile a great deal, was 
the active involvement of this Lancashire weather in turning peo-
ple to Christ as their Saviour. One particular instance that comes 
to mind is the story of a young man who was sent by his family to 
escort his sister home from the church meetings at night. He would 
go and wait outside of the building but the wet Lancashire weath-
er drove that young man inside the meeting hall. After listening to 
the message, of Salvation from sin, of a Loving God and His work 
through His son, to make it possible that we could go to heaven, 
he came to accept Christ as his own personal Saviour. That young 
man was called Alan Benson, and later on in this magazine and in 
many magazines past, David Lambert has serialised his captivity 
by the Japanese during the second world war, where they tortured 
him. How ironic that his fear of getting a bit wet, led him into a life 
where he was tortured for His faith. 

Now you may read that and think what a lot the rain has to an-
swer for, or you may read it and say what a great gift the weather 
helped nurture that night. It is funny how two people can look at 
the same event, same evidence and come up with different con-
clusions. Alan was tortured by the Japanese because they thought 
him a spy. The reason they thought he was a spy was because they 
couldn’t believe anyone would give up a comfortable position in 
England to live in China just to tell people about Jesus.

If the army of a belligerent nation can’t figure that out, you may 
also be excused of reading these words or even the articles and 
wonder why someone would do such a thing. In recent years many 
Missionary adventures have been explained away as being peo-
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ple taking midwifery/medical or 
practical care into parts of the world 
where such things were scant. But I 
can tell you without fear of contra-
diction, that none of these persons 
went to bring those things to the 
world, but rather the saving message 
of Jesus Christ. The reason for such 
adventures is simple, these men and 
women were moved with the thought 
that they had the truth of Christ, and 
there were people who were perish-
ing for lack of knowledge. I wonder 
are you moved by such thoughts. 

Another former Missionary from the 
church here at Blackburn was a man 
called Willie Hacking. I recently read 
an extract of a letter where he had 
admitted to traveling on a bus open-
ly crying because the people on 
that vehicle did not know the Lord as 
Saviour and so were going to perish. 

Now I have experienced, in my short 
time in Lancashire, that although the 
clouds weep quite often, the men 
and women of this county rarely do. 
Hardy folk, I would say. So for a man 
to be moved to show such emotion 
in public, tells me that he really was 
deeply moved. 

So we have a man who gives up a 
comfortable life and moves himself 
and his wife to the other side of the 
globe, to share Jesus with a people 
he had never met; we have another 
man who’s passions caused his emo-
tions to spill out into the public; I could 
have shared many such example; 
but the question must be asked, and 
answered, ‘why’?

The gospel message is simple. No-
one is good, according to God’s 

standard, therefore we have all fallen 
short of the standard. To get to heav-
en, we must all agree, if we didn’t hit 
the standard we cannot go. But be-
cause the Lord loved us, He showed 
His mercy by making it possible that 
we can not only go to heaven, but 
be with Him, and He with us, every-
day of our lives. Now to do this He 
couldn’t just let us off, because He is 
Just, and to do that for you but not 
for another is cruel, rather than lov-
ing or merciful. So He arranged for 
someone to pay the debts for us 
falling short of God’s standard. That 
someone was Christ, who after liv-
ing as a man, and tempted like you 
and I, never sinned, and so was able 
to take our sins upon Himself, so we 
could be free. Now Heaven is our in-
heritance, through the gift of God, 
and Christ will be with us, throughout, 
because He promised He would be. 
That is the simple Gospel message.

Without a doubt that simple gospel 
message moved these two men to 
seek that salvation for themselves. 
Either through fearing going to hell 
when they died, so they obtained 
that eternal security, or because they 
no longer wanted to live alone, but 
with Christ every day. Yet in meeting 
a very personal need through this sal-
vation, where did a passion for oth-
ers to receive the same thing come 
from.

It isn’t entirely clear to many, both in-
side and outside the church, what 
would move somebody to consider 
more than themselves. Now some 
would disagree and point to count-
less charitable works for their fellow 
man. Maybe being involved with 
foodbank, or night safe, or any prac-



Immediately the selflessness of the 
Lord is made clear and the chal-
lenge for us to emulate it abounds. 
The understanding that when we 
come to worship the Lord, serve the 
Lord or even repent, we don’t do 
these things to earn heaven, but 
because we should love God. And 
when it comes to deciphering why a 
grown man would cry at the Spiritual 
state of perfect strangers, the answer 
is revealed, because through the na-
ture of God within him, he has come 
to love His neighbour. And in that 
love for his neighbour he came to re-
alise that for all the practical help he 
could provide, without telling him the 
way of salvation, he would be head-
ing for an eternity in hell. 

Love is the answer, pure unadulter-
ated, love. The love of God, flowing 
through us, directed heavenward 
and directed everywhere. 

Maybe you still don’t see it. So let me 
explain one more time. 

The worst thing that can happen to a 
person is not that they are poor, they 
get ill or even terminally ill, that they 
become addicted to a substance 
that controls their life, that they lose 
dear ones, get divorced, end up in 
debt, have their houses repossessed, 
have their children removed from 
them or even suffer from depression. 
The worst thing that can happen to 
a person is that they die without hav-
ing accepted Christ Jesus as Saviour 
and they go to hell. 

Now if your reading this article and 
that’s you, someone who doesn’t 
know Christ as Saviour, then all you 
need do is to pray and ask that Je-
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tical problem. My reply to that is the 
reason people help with this kind of 
charitable work is less diffcult to un-  
derstand, because its needs and re-
sults can be tangibly seen. But the 
gospel is not just a message to the 
poor, ill, desperate, lonely, aged, or 
addicted, it is a message to all of 
mankind. Those who need to hear it, 
may seem to have little wrong with 
them, they have little idea of their 
personal need for the gospel, and 
they most certainly didn’t ask for help 
with their spiritual state. The gospel 
that saved them isn’t the reason, we 
don’t need to knock on doors to earn 
it, so they aren’t doing these things 
to earn heavenly brownie points. The 
desperate physical needs, although 
heart moving, are not solved by the 
gospel. And there is little personal 
glory to be earned from those whom 
you share the gospel with. 

What these men, and countless oth-
ers around the world did and contin-
ue to do is share a gospel message 
that everyone needs and no one is 
asking for. To go where you weren’t 
asked for and in many occasions 
were not welcome is what makes this 
seem even more strange to people, 
and our question ’why’ still hasn’t 
been answered.

But the ‘why’ isn’t so complicated. 
The answer is because of love. 

Jesus was asked to sum up all of the 
law, His answer was: - 

Love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, all your soul and all your mind. 
And love your neighbour as yourself. 
This is what all the law and prophets 
hangs on.



sus be your Saviour, and you agree 
to give Him your life. 

However, if your reading this arti-
cle, you have accepted Christ as 
Saviour, but you don’t agree that 
someone dying and going to hell is 
the worst thing that can happen to 
someone, then its time to start read-
ing the word, seeing Jesus heart on 
the matter, and coming out with the 
same attitude that He had, to seek 
and to save that which was lost. 

As always I pray for a blessing on 
those who seek the face of the Lord. 

I would once again like to thank all 
of the contributors to this issue and a 
special thanks to Vicky for her time 
and effort putting it together. If you 
have a poem, testimony or a short 
message you want to add then you 
can come and see me or email it to 
pastorgracechurchblackburn@hot-
mail.co.uk.
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We are having a brilliant time at Grace kids, we have reviewed and 
discussed the programme and have made a couple of tweaks 
along the way.  Introduced ‘Challenge time’, which can get rather 
messy!  We are still holding to sharing the gospel faithfully week by 
week.  Our new topics have been the Holy Spirit and Choosing to 
obey the Word.

We need to be aware that before we teach any lesson we need 
to be sensitive to the fact that the Holy Spirit wants to do the lead-
ing. He desires to pour Himself out in our services. He wants to do 
a great work inside the hearts of the kids. If He is not invited, He 
doesn’t do anything. It’s very important that we hear from the Holy 
Spirit as we plan our lesson.  When we hear from the Holy Spirit and 
we get it right, we will be amazed at what He does.

The Holy Spirit is the most amazing person we will ever meet. The 
Bible describes Him as a friend who sticks closer than a brother. He 
is our comforter. He is our teacher. He helps us to understand who 
God is and what Christ has done for us. He is our healer. He is our 
provider. He is the most powerful person in this entire universe. He 
is also the most neglected and misunderstood person alive today. 
He wants to help us with our lives, but so often we run ahead of Him 
and try to do things on our own. He wants to give us wisdom and 
godly counsel, but so often we run to our friends for advice. He de-
sires to connect us to the Father, but we find other relationships to 
connect to. The Holy Spirit is here to give us all that the Father has 
for us; yet, we settle for so much less because we do not know the 
Holy Spirit. We are not conscious of His presence. We do not fellow-
ship with Him. 

God left the Holy Spirit here for us. Once we have accepted Jesus 
in our hearts, the Holy Spirit lives within us. He wants to make Himself 
at home in our hearts. The Holy Spirit is God Himself living, abiding, 
breathing and working on the inside of us. This is all we need to 
have the victory that God has promised to us. What a great lesson 
to follow the lesson, “Build your life on Jesus.” If the kids can under-
stand who the Holy Spirit is and develop a relationship with Him, 
they can make “Christianity” a life style. Without the Holy Spirit at 
work in us, we are nothing. We need Him in every step of this jour-
ney God has for us. The Holy Spirit is never distant but is as close to 
us as a simple prayer.

Do you know that eighty three percent of everything you know 

written by christine morris



came through your eyes. Everything 
we do must be visual. Before anything 
can be said from the front there must 
be something visual to go along with 
it. If we cannot find a visual to cor-
respond with what we want to say, 
then don’t say it.

My reasoning for this is simple: Most 
of the children in the age groups that 
we deal with do not think abstractly.

On the other hand, most of us, as 
adults, do think that way easily. It is 
easy for an adult to understand an 
abstract concept. It is easy to fall 
into the trap of thinking that every-
one can understand it, and there is 
the danger. We must speak in con-
crete terms to children. That is where 
the visual comes in. It makes the in-
visible things of the gospel plain for 
all to see.

‘Do you know that 
eighty three percent 
of everything you 
know came through 
your eyes?’
If we truly wanted to imitate Jesus’ 
teaching style, we would change 
the way we do most of our teach-
ing. First of all, we would throw away 
the abstract lessons that vaguely 
minister to real human needs. Jesus 
taught spiritual truths that met imme-
diate needs. Second, we would stop 
gauging success by the amount of 
biblical trivia that the kids can retain. 
Jesus gauged success by the evi-
dence of changed lives. Also, Jesus 
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never taught “Bible stories.” When He 
taught a spiritual truth, it stood on its 
own. Some of us ladies are working 
through the Sermon on the Mount. In 
Matthew 6, Jesus did not try to teach 
on Solomon for 30 minutes; He used 
Solomon to reinforce what He was 
teaching.

Finally, we would be visual. In that 
same sermon Jesus pointed to salt, a 
lamp, a bowl, a pen, a gift, a pen-
ny, an eye, a tooth, a tunic, the sun, 
the rain, birds, lilies, a door and the 
list goes on. Jesus spoke in very con-
crete, very visual stories, and that 
is why we can remember them so 
easily. One of the best ways to fight 
boredom in our kids is to make sure 
everything we do is visual.

Here we have our next topic, the 
Word of God.  There have been 
many books written throughout his-
tory. Some are good. Some are not 
so good. There is only one book we 
can build our lives upon. There is only 
one that we can sincerely point the 
children to without question as the 
book they can use to build their lives 
upon. Only one book has been able 
to withstand the test of time, the test 
of various cultures, and the test of crit-
ics constantly attacking its veracity. It 
has been outlawed and banned in 
some countries. It has been read by 
kings, presidents, and even prophets. 
Terrible storms have come and gone 
but this book has remained standing. 
It has transformed more lives than all 
the books that have ever been writ-
ten in the world.

This book is called the Bible, the Word 
of God. It has the power to change 
lives from the oldest to the youngest. 



The Bible has been tested throughout 
time and has been proven to be in-
fallible, not capable of being wrong. 
The Bible is eternal. As we challenge 
the kids in this lesson to choose to 
obey God’s Word, they will find their 
blessing on the other side of their 
obedience to the Word of God.

We have taught the kids to choose 

to obey God’s Word because:

1. God’s Word is a guide
2. God’s Word is a light
3. God’s Word is the only truth

The most important thing that we 
need to learn is that there’s no other 
way but to trust and obey the Word 
of God.

9
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The V cie  of the NithGe  of   d

When we talk about the call of God, we often forget the most 
important thing, namely, the nature of Him who calls.  There are 
many things calling each of us today.  Some of these calls will be 
answered, and others will not even be heard.  The call is the expres-
sion of the nature of One who calls, and we can only recognise the 
call if that same nature is in us.  The call of God is the expression 
of God’s nature, not ours.  God providentially weaves the threads 
of His call through our lives, and only we can distinguish them.  It is 
the threading of God’s voice directly to us over a certain concern, 
and it is useless to seek another person’s opinion of it.  Our dealings 
over the call of God should be kept exclusively between ourselves 
and Him.

The call of God is not a reflection of my nature; my personal desires 
and temperament are of no consideration.  As long as I dwell on 
my own qualities and traits and think about what I am suited for, I 
will never hear the call of God. But when God brings me into the 
right relationship with Himself, I will be in the same condition Isaiah 
was.  Isaiah was so attuned to God, because of the great crisis he 
had just endured, that the call of God penetrated his soul.  The 
majority of us cannot hear anything but ourselves.  And we cannot 
hear anything God says.  But to be brought to the place where we 
can hear the call of God is to be profoundly changed.

“Let me hear Your voice” - that is my prayer.  I am willing beyond all 
my expression to hear You, to perceive You, to be thrilled with Your 
presence.

Aals  I heiGd the v cie  of the L Gd, siycia:
“Wh m shialal I seid, iid wh  wcalal a  of G Us?”

Thei I sicd, “HeGe I im! Seid me.”

Isicih 6:8

monthly devotional - oswald chambers
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whats on at gcc

Sunday
s

10:30a
m

Commu
nion Se

rvice

6pm

Cafe C
hurch

Mondays

Tuesdays

First Light Prayer 
Meeting @ 7am

Prayer Meeting 
@ 7:30pm

Wednesdays Bible Study @ 7:30pm

Fridays

Oasis (over 55’s) @ 1pm

Grace Kids @ 5:30pm

Grace Youth @ 7:30pm

Thursdays Sanctuary Bible Discussion 
@ 7am

Toddleabout Parent & Toddler Group
Mornings @ 10am   Afternoons @ 1pm
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Monthly Meetings

Missionary Prayer Meeting
First Tuesday of each month @ 7:30pm

Prayer for Israel
First Wednesday of each month @ 1pm

Women of Grace Fellowship
First Saturday of each month

(Times vary, please ask for more info)

Men of Grace Fellowship
Last Saturday of each month

(Times vary, please ask for more info)

If you would like any more information about any of our 
meetings, including any costs, then please either see the 
notice board in the foyer or ring us on 01254 54541.
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written by jamie boulton

Paleise Geid Aits 2:41-47

The term church in Greek is ecclesia and means the people not 
the building. This theme is fairly well known but is taken up further 
in 1 Corinthians 3 by showing that each individual in the church 
isn’t a stone in this great building but they themselves are buildings, 
of which the foundation is Christ Jesus, and the stones which are 
gold, silver and precious stones, tested in fire made incorruptible 
are our good works. 

Hence we may agree this simple truth, that a church isn’t the build-
ing, and it isn’t really the people, it’s the people fulfilling the good 
work they were saved too do, the outcome of which is found in 
these verses in acts. 

I don’t believe the bible is to be understood as formulaic, or that if 
we do A and B we will get C. But it is a guide for us, as an example 
of what we should do, regardless if we get C or not. 

This is a truth we all need to grab hold of and I want you to consider 
in your everyday actions. That truth is that we must strive to put into 
plan all of the activities that the early church did, not so we can 
get the promise of verse 47 but because it’s the right way to be as 
a Christian, it will promote longevity in our faith, and its entirely for 
the purpose of getting to know the Lord better.

What is even more exciting about it is that it was entirely a sponta-
neous act. There was no creed delivered by the Apostles, nor by 
Christ for the early church to exist in this way. They simply did it as 
an outpouring of the teachings of Christ. A true application of the 
law of the Lord which hangs on the term, love the Lord your God 
with all Your heart, all Your soul and all your mind and love your 
neighbour as yourself. 

Each of us should be emboldened by this example of spontaneity, 
and we must put to bed this terrible lie that has followed the church 
throughout its ages but no more so than now. The lie that the total 
sum of serving the Lord is to attend church and pay our tithes. In-
stead we all must be involved, not with the purpose of increasing 
this church, but with the growth of the Kingdom of Heaven.

We have to encourage the spreading of this message, because it 
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requires the involvement of all the 
church, not just a select few, and it is 
the only way that each member will 
be able to build with gold, silver and 
precious stones upon one another. 

For many of us we did feel like this 
when we first got saved, yet over 
time its got colder or circumstances 
have driven these desire from us. 

Therefore, I propose it is important for 
us to have a revival of our Christian 
bodies, in the only way possible for 
a Church age, which has seen so 
much idolatry and false teaching. 
That is a revival in the terms of Josiah, 
based upon a return to the word of 
God, with a practical outworking, 
that we return to bible principles of 
personal holiness and fellowship, one 
with another in the Lord

To understand how we might see 
the same outpouring that is seen is 
Acts 2:41-47 in the church in Jerusa-
lem we must understand the back-
ground of that Church and the city 
it dwelt within and how their situation 
was like ours. 

Reid Limeititc is  hipteG 1

A short summary of lamentations tells 
us it is a letter born of sorrow at the 
state of the city. The Letter is split into 
three, Jeremiahs disbelief, 1 to 11;  
the words of the city if it could speak 
12 to 18 and finally a contemplation 
of how these things could come to 
be.

Jeremiahs ministry had been to tell 
the people this was going to hap-
pen. And now he’s in the city look-
ing at its devastation, Its temple has 
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been plundered of its wealth and de-
stroyed. Its leaders and students, the 
thinkers and ideas men taken away; 
Its craftsmen and artisans captured 
and removed. Those who could lead 
others into worship taken, the priests 
are gone, and no one comes to serve 
the Lord or to offer sacrifice. Eve-
rything the city stood for is stripped 
away, all that it was known for taken, 
its strength brought low, seemingly 
never to be recovered. 

Oh the city isn’t abandoned, its not 
deserted, it still has many people left, 
but those who were born with their 
hands out, not their sleeves rolled up. 
Those who rely on others, not those 
who others can rely on. They are be-
reft of ideas, they exist, they don’t 
thrive, they survive they don’t con-
quer. 

I wonder if you can imagine this, a 
city once the jewel of the known 
world, praised for its skills its impor-
tance a centre of excellence a hive 
of industry, a place of worshippers 
where people went to church. A 
place full of ideas, full of creativity a 
place where God moved and cre-
ated a move of his wonderful pres-
ence.

Today we don’t have to struggle to 
imagine because many of us who 
were born or lived in Northern towns 
have seen massive decline and these 
great cities raped and pillaged. Their 
brightest and best heading to other 
pastures and the become museums 
of times past and dumping grounds 
for the lost and derelict. But also those 
of us who have seen the wonderful 
growth of the church have now seen 
its terrible decline, where the best 
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and the brightest seem to have left, 
can also imagine this decline.

The first verse likens the city as a wid-
ow. Up until recently the two most 
fraught positions to find yourself in 
were to be an orphan or a widow, 
because you had no support, and 
you were one illness away from star-
vation.

How alone sits the city that was full 
of people! She has become like a 
widow, once great among the na-
tions, a noblewoman among the 
nations, but now has become a 
tribute-payer. Lamentations 1:1

So what might we say about it. May-
be we should feel sorry for our plight, 
maybe we should blame the devil 
and fight back, maybe we should 
get angry at God and ask why Lord, 
why would you let this happen to us. 
Jeremiah did, his surprise that God 
let this happen is apparent, I wonder 
if yours is that Christianity in Great Brit-
ain is on its knees, and it is friends. 

So we feel sorry for ourselves and cry 
about how unfair it is and we spend 
a generation doing nothing, thinking 
of nothing, just surviving, not thriving. 
Or we can, as Jeremiah did, come to 
the only conclusion that we can

Jehovah is righteous, for I have re-
belled against His command. I be-
seech you, all peoples, hear and 
behold my sorrow. My virgins and my 
young men went into exile. I called 
for my lovers, but they deceived me; 
my priests and my elders expired in 
the city while they sought food for 
them to bring back their life. Behold, 

O Jehovah, for I am in trouble; my 
inward parts ferment; my heart is 
turned within me, for I have grievous-
ly rebelled. On the outside the sword 
bereaves; in the house it is as death. 
They hear that I sigh; there is none 
to comfort me. All my enemies have 
heard my evil; they are glad that You 
have done it. You will bring the day 
that You have called, and they shall 
be like me. Let all their wickedness 
come before You; and do to them 
as You have done to me for all my 
transgressions. For my sighs are many, 
and my heart is faint. Lamentations 
1:18-22

Of course you could be saying in your 
heart what evil did we do? What did 
we say to cause this? How can you 
say this to me? I am not guilty of the 
crime. I have given my tithe; I have 
attended the house; I pray aloud 
and speak in tongues; therefore, I do 
not deserve the situation. 

But the wrath of God, although swift 
when it comes, is deserved. The de-
struction of Jerusalem did not come 
about because of something that 
was done, but because of things 
that were done and a stubborn re-
fusal to heed the warnings of God. 
Many of the prophets including Isai-
ah let us know how this fall was to 
happen, and they said these things 
at a time when the city was great a 
power house, seemingly unlikely to 
ever decline.

And you said, I shall be a mistress for-
ever; so you did not lay these things 
to your heart, nor remembered the 
latter end of it. Now then hear this, O 
pleasure seeker, who lives careless-
ly; who says in her heart, I am, and 
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none else is; I shall not sit as a widow, 
nor shall I know the loss of children. 
But these two things shall come to 
you in a moment in one day, the loss 
of children, and widowhood. They 
shall come on you in their fullness for 
the multitude of your sorceries, and 
for the great power of your enchant-
ments. Isaiah 47:7-9

And why:

For you have trusted in your wicked-
ness; you have said, no one sees me. 
Your wisdom and your knowledge, 
it has perverted you; and you have 
said in your heart, I am, and there is 
no one else. But evil shall come on 
you; you shall not know its origin. And 
mischief shall fall on you; you shall 
not be able to put it off. And desola-
tion shall come on you suddenly, you 
shall not know. Isaiah 47:10-11

When the children went into the exile 
they were told, by many false proph-
ets, God will not allow this; He will 
raise up and destroy our enemies. 
But God told them in Jeremiah 29 to 
wait and except this wrath for in the 
future He had plans to prosper and 
not to harm. 

But the people did not except the 
blame. They looked back with nos-
talgia, and a generation who re-
fused to accept that their time of 
blessing had seen the leaven mixed 
into the meal, the fellowship of God, 
ruined with sin. And it was to Daniel, 
who 70 years later fasted for weeks, 
sought God, to the point of exhaus-
tion, and to make prayers for the sins 
of his people and then God moved.

I wonder do you accept your part to-

day, that up to this stage you have 
been a servant of two camps try-
ing to have the best of both worlds.       
Because the diffculty of this series of  
teachings is that we will never enjoy 
serving the Lord until we are happy to 
do it willingly. “Oh but you see I had 
so much on and I couldn’t give to the 
Lord that which He wanted”. Friends 
whilst we believe that we can be be-
trothed to the Lord and play the mis-
tress with the world at the same time, 
then we are as guilty as the sons of 
Israel and we too will be left lament-
ing what could have been and what 
has been taken away. 

Or will you accept that I have had 
my hand in this and my heart is heavy 
with guilt, well then to you is the gift 
of salvation.

Isaiah teaches us: to the seeker is this 
promise:

Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the 
waters; and he who has no money, 
come, buy and eat. Yea, come, buy 
wine and milk without money and 
without price. Why do you weigh sil-
ver for what is not bread? and your 
labour for what never satisfies? Lis-
ten carefully to Me, and eat what is 
good, and let your soul delight itself 
in fatness. Bow down your ear, and 
come to Me; hear, and your soul 
shall live; and I will make an everlast-
ing covenant with you, even the sure 
mercies of David. Isaiah 55:1-3

Let the wicked forsake his way, and 
the unrighteous man his thoughts; 
and let him return to Jehovah, and 
He will have mercy on him; and to 
our God, for He will abundantly par-
don. For My thoughts are not your 
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thoughts, nor your ways My ways, 
says Jehovah. For as the heavens 
are higher than the earth, so are My 
ways higher than your ways, and My 
thoughts than your thoughts. Isaiah 
55:7-9

For you shall go out with joy, and be 
led out with peace; the mountains 
and the hills shall break out before 
you into singing, and all the trees of 
the field shall clap their hands. In-
stead of the thorn, the fir tree shall 
come up; and instead of the brier, 
the myrtle tree shall come up; and it 
shall be to Jehovah for a name, for 
an everlasting sign which shall not be 
cut off. Isaiah 55:12-13

You see I started talking of nostalgia; 
Jerusalem was a city, where the tem-
ple dwelt, and within the temple was 
the Holy place, and within that was 
the Holy of Holies. In here the Ark of 
God dwelt, in it contained the law, 
the manna of God which represent-
ed the everlasting providence, and 
he budding rod which represents his 
new life poured into those who were 
once dead. The lid of the ark had two 
cherubim and in the middle the mer-
cy seat where blood was sprinkled to 
make atonement for the people.

When the city was ransacked and 
sacked, Jeremiah took the ark and 
hid it, its still not been found, not even 
by Indiana Jones. 

When the people returned and Je-
rusalem once again began to be re-
built after their exile, they had still not 
learnt the nature of God. Jerusalem 
was never the jewel again that the 
people wanted it to be, and so they 
followed whatever ridiculous phari-

saic law the priests put on them, so 
that they may be the great nation 
again. Even when Jesus came that’s 
what they hoped He would restore to 
them, rather than a right relationship 
with the Lord.

But the temple had no ark, no mercy 
seat, no law, no provision, no renewal. 
It was a husk a body that was dead 
because it was not the city that was 
important, it never had been.  It was 
not the temple that was important. 
As if God could be constrained to 
one place on earth,

It was the people that were impor-
tant to God, and His restoration of the 
once proud city was not to restore its 
glory, but to be ready for the hope of 
the World to walk within its gates. 

The city died, and despite repeat-
ed attempts to resurrect it, the city 
is dead and remains dead. Even 
now whilst Jew and Arab fight in the 
streets over it. And its glory will only 
return when Christ returns to it.

The city is dead, but God had a plan 
to restore the people, those who 
were surviving and not thriving, those 
who were born with hands out not 
sleeves rolled up, those who realised 
they were spiritually poor, those like 
Jeremiah who were broken hearted, 
those who were captive to sins, those 
addictions, those controlling influ-
ences that mean you do what you 
know you shouldn’t, and to those 
who mourn the death of all they 
once held dear.

God sent His son with a calling and 
with a defined mission plan. 
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The Spirit of the Lord Jehovah is on 
Me; because Jehovah has anoint-
ed Me to preach the Gospel to the 
poor; He has sent Me to bind up the 
broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty 
to the captives, and the opening of 
the prison to those who are bound; 
to preach the acceptable year of 
Jehovah Isaiah 61:1-2

Today salvation knocks at the door, 
restoration waits with hands out. To-
day you who were dead will be alive 
in the Lord 

Seek Jehovah while He may be 
found; call on Him while He is near. 
Isaiah 55:6

Because one day this invitation will 
be withdrawn and in that time the 
judgment of God will come.

Today it is sad that the industries of 
the northern towns have gone from 
the cities. Its sad the skills that fed 
and supported these industries are 
lost never to be recaptured. Its sad 
that 50% of that adult population 
are without work and that our own 
children will most likely have to leave 
to find work. Its sad that many of the 
fine buildings built in better times are 
collapsing and are unloved. Its sad 
that many of the wonderful assem-
blies we have known are gone or are 
going. 

There is much for us to lament. But lis-
ten to this, accept this as a personal 
invitation. Today the saddest thing of 
all would be if you put this magazine 
down without accepting that you’re 
a sinner in need of a Saviour. The sad-
dest thing that can happen today is 
if our pride wins and you say I’m not 

guilty and I shan’t ask for forgive-
ness. Let me tell you that all heaven 
will weep today if you fail to respond 
and then this is the day that your soul 
is required of you.

And if you do accept well listen to 
these words. 

What man of you, having a hundred 
sheep, if he loses one of them, does 
not leave the ninety-nine in the wil-
derness and go after that which is 
lost until he finds it? And when he has 
found it, he lays it on his shoulders, re-
joicing. And when he comes home, 
he calls together his friends and 
neighbours, saying to them, rejoice 
with me, for I have found my sheep 
which was lost. I say to you that like-
wise joy shall be in Heaven over one 
sinner who repents, more than over 
ninety-nine just persons who need no 
repentance. Luke 15:4-7

Jesus did not come to save a city, 
He in fact prophesied Jerusalem’s 
destruction. Jesus didn’t come to 
save the city of Blackburn, its more 
personal than that, He came to save 
you

Jeremiah lamented the death of a 
city. It highlighted the sinfulness of 
man and his dependency on God. 
But it was in God’s plan from the be-
ginning of time, that a city may die, 
but that He will resurrect a person, 
just like you, who seeks first the king-
dom of heaven,
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“We as the body will seek continually 
to know the Lord as our beloved, to 

study His word that we may know Him 
better and that we may be witnesses 
of Christ Jesus in all the world that we 

inhabit”.

 hhGih Vialhes iid  ehivc hGs

“That we as a church will seek to 
Reach, Teach and Keep men and 

women, boys and girls to be citizens 
of the Kingdom of Heaven accessed 

through salvation in Jesus Christ”
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1. We believe that the Bible (i.e. the Old and New Testa-
ments excluding the Apocrypha), is the inspired Word of 
God, the infallible, all suffcient rule for faith and practice  
(2 Tim. 3:15-16; 2 Peter 1:21).

2. We believe in the unity of the One True and Living God 
who is the Eternal, Self-Existent “IAM”, Who has also re-
vealed Himself as One being co-existing in three Persons 
– Father, Son and Holy Spirit (Deut. 6:4; Mark 12:29; Matt 
28:19; 2 Cor. 13:14).

3. We believe in the Virgin Birth, Sinless Life, Miraculous Min-
istry, Substitutionary Atoning Death, Bodily Resurrection, Tri-
umphant Ascension and Abiding Intercession of the Lord 
Jesus Christ and in His personal, visible, bodily return in 
power and glory as the blessed hope of all believers (Isa. 
7:14; Matt. 1:23; Heb. 7:26; 1 Pet. 2:22; Acts 2:22, 10:38; 2 
Cor.5:21; Heb. 9:12; Luke 24:39; 1 Cor. 15:4; Acts 1:9; Eph. 
4:8-10; Rom. 8:34; Heb. 7:25; 1Cor. 15:22-24, 51-57; 1 Thess. 
4:13-18; Rev. 20:1-6).

4. We believe in the fall of man, who was created pure 
and upright, but fell by voluntary transgression (Gen. 1:26-
31, 3:1-7; Rom. 5:12-21).

5. We believe in salvation through faith in Christ, who, 
according to the Scriptures, died for our sins, was buried 
and was raised from the dead on the third day, and that 
through His Blood we have Redemption (Titus 2:11, 3:5-7; 
Rom. 10:8-15; 1 Cor. 15:3-4). This experience is also known 
as the new birth, and is an instantaneous and complete 
operation of the Holy Spirit upon initial faith in the Lord Je-
sus Christ. (John 3:5-6; James 1:18; 1 Pet. 1:23; 1John 5:1).
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6. We believe that all who have truly repented and believed in Christ 
as Lord and Saviour are commanded to be baptised by immersion 
in water (Matt. 28:19; Acts 10:47-48; Acts 2:38-39).

7. We believe in the baptism in the Holy Spirit as an endowment of 
the believer with power for service, the essential, biblical evidence 
of which is the speaking with other tongues as the Spirit gives utter-
ance (Acts 1:4-5, 8, 2:4, 10:44-46, 11:14-16, 19:6).

8. We believe in the operation of the gifts of the Holy Spirit and the 
gifts of Christ in the Church today (1 Cor. 12:4-11, 28; Eph. 4:7-16).

9. We believe in holiness of life and conduct in obedience to the 
command of God (1 Pet.1:14-16; Heb. 12:14; 1 Thess. 5:23; 1 John 2:6).

10. We believe that deliverance from sickness, by Divine Healing is 
provided for in the Atonement (Isa. 53:4-5, Matt. 8:16-17, James 5:13-
16).

11. We believe that all who have truly repented and believe in Christ 
as Lord and Saviour should regularly participate in Breaking of Bread 
(Luke 22:14-20; 1 Cor. 11:20-34).

12. We believe in the bodily resurrection of all men, the everlasting 
conscious bliss of all who truly believe in our Lord Jesus Christ and the 
everlasting conscious punishment of all whose names are not written 
in the Book of Life (Dan. 12:2-3; John 5:28-29, 1 Cor. 15:22-24; Matt. 
25:46; 2 Thess. 1:9; Rev. 20:10-15).



This is a new section which we are opening in our church maga-
zine, which you may call our classifieds section. There are many 
things that need to be done in the kingdom and as such we have 
created a structure at Grace which allows people to move out 
into that good work the Lord has put into your heart. 

Our hope as a church is to release people into that gifting, which 
the Lord has given, so we may reach out in many directions, and it 
is Jesus who is directing us. 

All our activities here at Grace are for the purpose of seeing our 
vision outworked in people’s lives. And to do this, whatever it is that 
you feel the Lord has called you to do is either to: -

Reach = aimed at anyone who does not know the Lord Jesus as 
Saviour and so is designed to teach them this truth by having an 
activity which the gospel may be audibly shared at. 

Teach = aimed at those who know the Lord as Saviour that they 
can learn more about Christ and His nature, so we can be more 
like Him every day

Keep = for the purpose of meeting together to encourage one 
another with the Lord, to grow up in Christ. 

Serve = to make the process of Reaching, Teaching and Keeping 
possible, through the practical assistance needed. 

If you have such an idea, brewing within you and you don’t even 
know where to start, then can I encourage you to get in touch with 
me on either my email or by phone. We will talk about it and begin 
the process of getting this God given calling into practice.

However, for others it may be that you don’t want to start an activ-
ity but look to help out with the existing church tasks. It’s just you 
don’t know where to start. So the ‘Gizza job’ section of our ‘Inspi-
ration’ magazine is to let you know about the ongoing roles, that 
need to be filled. Have a read of the descriptions and if you feel 
you can help, then please get in touch with the contact in the 
advert. 

For activity leaders, if you would like to advertise a role your looking 
for volunteers in, then please submit your advert to the communi-
cations team, with your contact details, so that people can get in 
touch. 

The Lord bless you in your service for His kingdom. 
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 LEANER
We are looking for individuals who feel they could just give a part of their time 
a week to regularly clean a part of the building. Anyone wishing to take on 
this role must feel a calling from the Lord to do it and have a passion for the 
building to look its best for the work of the Lord. Cleaners will be responsible to 
the Cleaning coordinator and must agree to follow their instructions as activity 
leader. 

If you are interested or would like to know more, then please contact Jamie on 
01254 54541, or email pastorgracechurchblackburn@hotmail.co.uk, and title 
the email Cleaner

 LEANIN   O-ORDINATOR
We are looking for an individual who would like to become an activity leader, 
coordinating the Church’s cleaning. This does not mean you are doing all of 
the cleaning, but rather coordinating the cleaning that is done, as well as hav-
ing the responsibility for the cleaning budget. The Individual should feel called 
to the role by the Lord, with a passion in their hearts that the building should be 
a clean, warm and safe environment for church activities to take place in. The 
cleaning coordinator will be part of our building management department 
and will be overseen by the Building management department Deacon. This 
is a serve activity. 

This is what the role begins like but were looking for someone who can make it 
so much more than it is as described here

Activity leaders are required to agree to conform to 10 standards. The two 
which are prerequisites of applying are that you have been in attendance of 
Grace Church Blackburn for at least 3 months and you are a member. 

If you are interested or would like to know more, then please contact Jamie on 
01254 54541, or email pastorgracechurchblackburn@hotmail.co.uk, and title 
the email Cleaning Coordinator

ENVELOPE OR ANISER
Skills Needed: Willingness & Commitment 
Equipment: Will be provided.

See Lynne Haydock if you are interested or need more information.
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HU  LEADER
We are looking for individuals who would be willing to open up their home one 
night a week to run a Hub group. The role will involve coordinating a meeting 
(although not necessarily doing every part) where a group of 5 to 7 attendees 
of the church may attend to fellowship, study, pray and worship together. Cur-
rently the details are being worked out and we are looking for individuals who 
may be interested in knowing a little more about the role. An enquiry doesn’t 
mean you have agreed to do it. 

If you are interested or would like to know more, then please contact Jamie on 
01254 54541, or email pastorgracechurchblackburn@hotmail.co.uk, and title 
the email Hub Leader

STEWARDS
We are looking for individuals who would like to help out with one or more of 
the various stewardship jobs that are needed to make the church services pos-
sible. The various stewardship jobs are: Setting up the Communion, Handing 
out the communion, tidying away the Communion set, Greeting people at the 
door, helping people to find a seat, encouraging new people by helping them 
to find a seat and introducing them to the people sat around them, handing 
out of literature, and helping with practical issues during the services. Some of 
these jobs are already done by some people, but we are always looking for 
new people to help on a rota basis. Anyone wishing to take on one of these 
tasks must feel a sense of calling from the Lord and a passion to serve one 
another.  Stewards will be responsible to the Stewards Coordinator and must 
follow their instructions as activity leader

If you are interested or would like to know more, then please contact Jamie on 
01254 54541, or email pastorgracechurchblackburn@hotmail.co.uk, and title 
the email Stewards

A  OUNT  ALAN ER
Skills Needed: Basic IT & Maths
Equipment: Access to a computer & internet.

See Lynne Haydock if you are interested or need more information.
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STEWARD  O-ORDINATOR
We are looking for an individual who would like to become an activity leader, 
coordinating the church’s stewards. The stewards of the church are those in-
dividuals who pass around the communion and help to set it up/put it away; 
stand and greet people at the door passing out the relevant literature; and 
help new people to find a seat, introduce them to the people around them 
and make them feel welcome. The coordinators role is to make sure all of 
these tasks are running as they should, training and encouraging the stewards 
in their roles, planning rota’s and delivering them.  The individual should feel 
called to the role by the Lord and have a passion to make people feel wel-
come and challenged. The steward’s coordinator will be part of the ministry 
team’s department and be overseen by the ministry team’s deacon. This is a 
serve activity

Activity leaders are required to agree to conform to 10 standards, the two 
which are prerequisites of applying are that you have been in attendance of 
Grace church Blackburn for at least 3 months and you are a member. 

If you are interested or would like to know more, then please contact Jamie on 
01254 54541, or email pastorgracechurchblackburn@hotmail.co.uk, and title 
the email steward’s coordinator

DEA ONS
We are looking to fill a number of various deacons roles within the church. 
Deacons here at Grace have the job of overseeing our departments in the 
day to day running of the church. The role of Deacon is threefold. 

1. The Deacon meets with the activity leaders to encourage them in the work 
they are doing, obtain a report or request for finance and assistance, check 
the activity is still running as the activity leader said they wanted it too. They do 
this for each activity leader in their department, balancing and encouraging 
their needs with one another. 

2. Meet quarterly as part of the church council to bring a report on the progress 
of the activities in the last quarter and inform of the plans for the new quarter. 
They bring any request for finance or assistance and represent the department 
in all decisions made. 

i itcihed  i iext piae



3. They help nurture brand new activities, in their department, into being so 
that they can run effectively. 

Each one of our departments looks to serve the work of the kingdom in three 
particular ways. Our Spiritual departments are concerned with reaching, 
teaching and keeping people for the Lord; our service Departments look to 
make the work of the church legal, safe and possible; and our inspirational 
departments look to inspire the church into service. 

The Deacon role requires a great deal of commitment, has a great deal of re-
sponsibility and is completed by those who have a heart to serve others rather 
than lead. Those wishing to take on this role must know that they are called by 
the Lord to do it. 

As the role may need a better explanation, please feel free to enquire for more 
information

Deacons are required to agree to conform to 10 standards, the two which 
are prerequisites of applying are that you have been in attendance of Grace 
church Blackburn for at least 3 months and you are a member. 

Deacons, as representatives of a department must be elected by the church. 
If you would like to apply, please be aware that a vote will taken on comple-
tion of your application process. This is not a popularity contest, but one based 
on suitability. 

If you are interested or would like to know more, then please contact Jamie on 
01254 54541, or email pastorgracechurchblackburn@hotmail.co.uk, and title 
the email Deacon
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What think ye of Christ?

What think ye of Christ is the test
To try both your state and your scheme

You cannot be right with the rest
Until you think rightly of Him.

As Jesus appears in your view
As He is Beloved or not

So God is disposed to you
And Mercy or wrath is your lot

Some take Him a creature  to be
A man, or an angel at most

Sure, these have not feelings like me
Nor know themselves wretched and lost

So, guilty and helpless am I 
I durst not confide in His blood

Nor on His protection reply
Unless I were sure He is God!

Some call Him a Saviour in word
But mix their own works in His plan 
And hope, He, His help will afford

When they have done all that they can.
If doings prove rather too light

(As little, they own, they may fail)
They pupose to make up full weight

By casting His name in the scale

Some style Him a Pearl of Great Price
And say He’s  the fountain of joys

Yet feed upon folly and vice
And cleave to the world and it’s toys. 

Like Judas,  the Saviour they kiss 
And, while they salute Him, betray

Ah! What will profession like this
Avail in His terrible day?

I would just like you to read and consider  this poem.

As was asked to Oasis when it was delivered. I hope this message 
speaks to your heart and perhaps we’ll  see you in Oasis every 
Friday 1-2 in Grace Church

W
HA

T Y
E 

TH
IN

K 
O

F 
C

HR
IST

?

35

contributed by carol duxbury
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If asked what of Jesus I think
Though still my best thoughts are but poor

I say, He’s  my Meat and my Drink
My Life and my Strength and my Store,
My Shepherd,  My Husband, My Friend 

My Saviour from sin and the thrall
My Hope from begining to end

My Pardon, My Lord, and my own. 

Hymn reference: ‘And Can It Be’.
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In the run up to Christmas, here in 
Oasis we had some brilliant and rel-
evant ministry, which was a heart 
share from all those who blessed us.
We heard of J.O.Y and thinking of 
Jesus and His joy unspeakable full of  
Glory being first in our lives.  Then we 
heard about Just Believing with our 
whole heart is the key. Not forgetting 
our New beginnings for the start of 
our year,  drawing a line under the 
last year and pressing toward the 
mark. Our Pastor has shared with  us, 
both here in Oasis and in the Church 
itself about drawing closer to the Lord 
and falling in love with Him, as the 
chorus goes, “Over and over again 
“. About caring for and sharing with 
each other, helping and encourag-
ing  our brothers  and sisters in Christ, 
becoming one body in Christ!.

When I woke up with this one par-
ticular morning not long ago,  in the 
wee hours about silly o’clock ,  I of 
course,  tried to  go back to sleep.  
But these words and the hymn, well 
one verse of a hymn, came back 
when I  closed my eyes, I  thought 
hmm . So, I  thought I’d  better get
up and write them down, so I  did. I 
will say that I have  struggled to know 

the Lord wanted me to do with it! But 
the Lord’s  timing is perfect. He never 
comes to early and never to late ei-
ther!!!  Theres is no doubt that it was 
a nudge from God. I thought of Sam-
uel, lying in his bed when the Lord 
called his name 1 Sam 3 v 5 thinking 
it was Eli,  Eli told him to “Go back to 
bed” as Samuel did not yet know the 
Lord because he had  never had a 
message from the Lord before. v7. 
We know it was God who was speak-
ing to Samuel. So here we are. When 
God speaks into our  lives, do we al-
ways  listen?

Well! I reckon I should share my sur-
prise,  well I’ll  reveal it to you in stag-
es ?.  Starting with the Bible verse 
that came loud and clear through 
my sleep. Hebrews 1 “God, who at 
sundry times and in diverse manner, 
spake, in times past  into the fathers 
by the prophets.” It was amusing to 
me that it was in king James speech .
My mind was in overdrive.....Oh dear 
Lord what!!!!!!!!. 

God spoke at many times and in 
many ways to get His message to His 
people over many generations. He 
spoke sometimes by personal  direc-
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me but also scares me. Am I ready, 
am I  where God wants me to be, 
doing what He wants me to do, Ahh-
hhh. When He comes, will I be  found 
doing? Will I run to Him with open 
arms or hang my head in embarrass-
ment? .

But thanks be to God for His unspeak-
able gift, cos Pt 3 of my early morning 
message service was to remind me 
that “I  woke, the dungeon flamed  
with light, my chains fell off, my heart 
was free, I  rose, went forth and fol-
lowed thee” whoopee  whoop 
whoop whoop. I don’t know of one 
singl e person, that would do any-
thing, even remotely so loving and 
personal a thing for me that God did 
through His Son, who laid down His life 
for me. God in carnate, my Father, 
my Friend, my All in All. How dare I 
not give Him all the praise due to His 
name.  How selfish and arrogant  am 
I after all He has done for me. Read 
the hymn. Possibly poem. Amen.

Long my imprisoned spirit lay
Fast bound in sin and nature’s night;
Thine eye diffused a quick’ning ray,
I woke, the dungeon flamed with 
light;
My chains fell off, my heart was free;
I rose, went forth and followed Thee.

The Lord liveth; and blessed be my 
rock; and let the God of my salvation 
be exalted.

PSALM 18:46 KJV

tion, sometimes in dreams, visions,  
or by Divine revelation to bring His 
plans and purposes to pass. This got 
me to thinking about the many times 
and the different ways that God has 
spoken into and influenced  our lives 
over time.

Jer 1 v5 tells us “ Before I  formed you 
in the womb, I  knew you” wow!!!!! 
Each one of us here are here by invi-
tation whether we know it or not. Je-
sus has called us by our name  before 
we were born. Hallelujah.  Think back 
whilst you sit listening to those who 
have influenced your life Godward. 
Godly grandparents, mums or dads, 
brothers or sisters, friends, neigh-
bours, collegues, work mates. How 
many “things” have spoken  into our 
lives and influenced our steps. Books, 
papers, leaflets, radio, tv, tacts given 
out by faithful witnesses, Godly folks  
praying for us.

God who at sundry times and in di-
verse manners  spake in times past 
to bring us here together, today born 
again of the Spirit of God. Amen. 

Pt 2 . “Hath in these last days spoken 
to us  by His Son”.

Many times and in many ways God 
has spoken throughout the Bible of 
the birth, life, death, resurrection and 
2nd coming His Son Jesus Christ. Who 
came into the world to save to the 
uttermost. Not willing that any, I’ll  re-
peat that, not willing that any should 
perish, but that all should come to re-
pentence. We are in the Gospel age 
and it blessed my socks off to know 
that even The Lord is chompin at the 
bit, waiting  on the will of the Father 
to return. It blesses me and excites 
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A Vision of the Glory of God

There is a comfort to know that God was still speaking to the proph-
et by the river and yet there was a great warning, a great note for 
people to awaken and follow their God again and to repent.  I 
don’t know if you have ever wondered what the glory or presence 
of God would look like, but the description Ezekiel provides is not 
what I thought!  There is a storm brewing and it is heading his way.  
So what does he see?

A whirlwind coming out of the north, of course  Babylon, the ones 
who had overtaken Judah, had come from the north but we need 
to remember that it was God who sent them.    There is fire in the 
middle of the whirlwind.  God is a consuming fire, the unapproach-
able presence of God! A great heat and a great light. The Shekinah 
glory, which once lived over the mercy seat between the cheru-
bim in the holy of holies within the tabernacle.  The very glory that 
God had said had departed had followed them in their captivity.  
Gone from the temple, gone from Zion, gone from Jerusalem and 
now there is only one man in the whole of Judah that is seeing it in 
a vision. Could this be what blinded Saul on the Damascus Road?

It’s not just what Ezekiel sees but what he heard.  He tries to de-
scribe the sound that came with the vision but the only words he 
could use can be found in verse 24, the voice of the Almighty. In 
Psalm 104 God is described as walking (riding) on the wings of the 
wind.  It is the same word that can be found in Genesis 3:8 ‘walking 
in the cool of the day’.  In Hebrew the cool of the day = wind.  It 
says Adam and Eve heard the sound, He made a noise.  Will that 
be the same noise that accompanies His return?  The noise found 
in Isaiah 6 and Revelation 1.

This is no picture of a chubby, healthy-looking child with wings in 
his description of cherubim!  They move in all directions, without 
turning, moving quickly to accomplish the Lord’s will. They have 
four faces, Lion – Matthews Gospel – Kingship; Ox – Marks Gospel – 
Servanthood; Man – Luke’s Gospel – Humanity and Eagle – John’s 
Gospel – Deity.  Not only do these depict the characteristics of 
God but also His sovereign rule over all creation.  No matter where 
Ezekiel was standing he could see all four faces, He could see all 
the characteristics of God’s rule – 16 faces!  16 wings could be seen 
too.  Two extending wings, touching each other and two wings to 
cover themselves and beneath these are hands like mans; wheels 
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constantly turning and full of eyes 
(omniscience).  The rainbow, first ap-
peared in Genesis after the storm; in 
Revelation it is seen before the storm; 
but here, in Ezekiel it is seen within the 
storm.  The Lord is keeping His cov-
enant.   In Ezekiel’s day that was full 
of terror and change the message to 
them was….God is in control.  There is 
a perfect harmony; there is a perfect 
order in everything that God does 
even in the midst of what looks like 
chaos!  How wonderful to know that 
no matter what is happening to you 
in your life and in your circumstances 
God is in absolute control.

Ezekiel was so overwhelmed by the 
sight of the glory of God that he fell 
down.  He was stunned.  All the theo-
logical upbringing and training as a 
priest could not prepare him for see-
ing the vision of the glory of the Liv-
ing God.

If we look to closely at the details we 
can miss the whole point.  The details 
are just part of the vision.  The vision 
tells him that there is a dimension of 
reality and power that are utterly 
and totally beyond his comprehen-
sion.  There is something beyond him.  
They have been 

cut off from Jerusalem

cut off from the temple

cut off from the visible sense of the 
Shekinah glory

BUT THEY CAN’T BE CUT OFF FROM 
GOD FOREVER

The Shekinah glory came down at 
the dedication of Solomon’s Tem-

ple.  That’s how they knew God was 
still with them.  In Isaiah 6, the vision 
is the Lord high and lifted up, on a 
throne, in a temple; a static vision 
of God’s permanent resting place.  
This was their belief that as long as 
they had the temple, they had God.  
Even their enemies know that they 
could not enter through the gates 
of Jerusalem.  They thought it was 
impenetrable, because God dwelt 
there (Lamentations).  They had a 
false assurance and false security.  In 
Jeremiah 7:4 (2 Kings 18:13-19) they 
put more faith in the temple of the 
Lord than the Lord of the temple.  
This why, the declarations about the 
destruction of the temple by Ezekiel 
and Jeremiah are seen as commit-
ting high treason.  They were seen as 
traitors.

This whole chapter took me back to 
Genesis, it’s as though Genesis is its 
backdrop.  There is a strong wind (af-
ter the flood); there is the Spirit (Ru-
ach) breathing over the waters; Im-
ages of man, ox, lion, eagles are a 
reminder of creation; and the exile, 
the banishment from the garden.  
Could they compare their own expe-
rience with Adam and Eve?

There are 3 things that I pulled out of 
this chapter.

1. The glory of God cannot be lim-
ited.  We need to realise that we 
can’t totally understand God.  We try 
so often to confine Him to a particu-
lar place, but we cant.  We should 
expect God’s presence in the un-
expected!  Nothing can separate 
God’s people from God when they 
have a heart towards Him.
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2. God’s judgement can’t be avoid-
ed.  Do we think because we see a 
rainbow, which reminds us of the mer-
cy of God that there won’t be judge-
ment?  But you can’t have a rainbow 
without rain!  There is no escape from 
the judgement, not the most popular 
message to preach.

3. The blessing of God can’t be tak-
en for granted.  Should we be more 
concerned that we are on God’s 
side, keeping in His will, than whether 
the Lord is on ours…..so we are safe 
and can do what we like?  God is no

respecter of tradition – He declared 
he would remove the lampstand 
from the midst of them who have 
lost their first love. Do we have a 
contentment with the externalities 
of religion, a society that thinks it is 
enough to have a form of godliness 
while denying the power.

God will achieve His purposes with 
or without us.  He will raise up anoth-
er people to work through!  IS THAT 
WHAT YOU WANT?

Next month:  Called to serve!
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Thanks again, everyone for all your continued support for Missions in 
2016.  Please pray for our mission meetings for 2016.  We have three 
possible visits remaining before the end of July. In February thanks 
to your giving and the support of the Church Council, we were 
able to send out a total of £745 in regular support to our missionary 
personnel and contacts.  February is also the half way point in our 
current church year of sowing (Sept 15 – July 16).  I am pleased to 
let you know that we will have a visit from the Hodgeson family on 
7th August who are on their first furlong from Cambodia you may 
remember their visit to us on 1/06/14 so it will be interesting to hear 
how they are progressing with language development in the dif-
ficult Khmer dialect and how God has provided for all their many 
outgoings and needs. They have fond and warm memories of us 
from the last visit so please make them equally welcome. I receive 
regular mailings from them and always include them in the half 
year giving so the church has already supported their work and 
prayerfully sown into Cambodia ministries via the missions prayer 
meeting and your personal prayers.  If you interested in a pre-visit 
info update don’t hesitate to ask.  The second date in the diary will 
be Martin Dudgeon’s visit on October 30th.  The present mid-way 
point is also a good time to examine our own level of personal sow-
ing and witness it has been great to see some new people coming 
regularly to Grace this year as a result of an invitation something 
we all have the opportunity to with neighbours, family, friends and 
new people that we may meet as we network in the town.  Things 
thankfully don’t stay the same for very long there is so much still to 
do.    

If you would like to join our missions covenant scheme for £24 a 
year or £2 a month then please ask me or collect one of the forms 
on the missions table. I have also continued writing letters of en-
couragement to every AOG missionary.  AOG currently have 71 
individuals on the field most of whom are in couples.   If you want to 
join in you only need to write, or at the very least pray for a minute, 
a short letter of encouragement and I will post to the missionary 
along with mine. It shouldn’t take more than ten minutes you will 
be blessed by doing it. If you can pen such a letter then the March 
deadline to pass them on is Sunday 27th.  This month it is Steve and 
Aracelly Hobby, Cusco, Peru  (you may recall Steve’s visit to us in 
2012).  I do hope, that someone will be able to add a letter to mine 
soon and break the ice.  Perhaps I can also again encourage you 
to pray for the suffering church whose needs are greater now than 
ever before this is due to the rise of so called IS activism in many 
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areas of the world. Pray that these 
people will see Jesus in their dreams. 
Pray particularly for the safety of the 
people of Syria and Iraq who are not 
necessarily sympathetic to IS but are 
forced to live under occupation with 
all the horrors and dangers that this  

entails. Due to fact that you will be 
reading this after the first Tuesday 
of the month, I would like to inform 
you that the mission’s prayer meeting 
will be on Tuesday April 5th 2016 @ 
7.30pm.   

mcssc is dites of G y hG dciGy

 cssc is PGiyeG  eetcia - 5th ApGcal 2016 - 7:30pm

The H daes is - 7th Ahahst 2016
AsciLcic - 30th Oit keG 2016
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Alan Benson a missionary from our own church here in Blackburn 
has been arrested by a group of Japanese invading soldiers and 
is about to charged and then tortured.  He is accused of being a 
spy this true story is set in China during the early part of the Sec-
ond World War.  Alan begins to endure a period of painful and 
vindictive torture during which his faith in the Lord is his sustaining 
strength. Alan is charged as a spy and the torture is continued and 
enhanced in more deeper and more painful ways but Alan sticks 
to his guns despite the pressure being brought to bear on him by 
his cruel captors.  Despite sustained and diverse affliction over a 
defined period Alan holds fast and declares this faith and urges his 
cruel captors to repent and be saved.  “God cannot help you!” 
was the Japanese assertion however, our missionary maintains his 
steadfast stand for Christ throughout. Alan is now subjected to the 
dreadful and humiliating water torture designed as another painful 
method of extracting a confession; this continued for a number of 
days.  Rather than become weaker he gains strength and forbear-
ance as he calls upon the Lord despite being at his lowest ebb. 

He resists putting his associates in danger and his daily portion of 
prayer and God’s grace suffces allowing him to endure the very  
worst of conditions.   Amazingly, the Japanese request prayer  but 
it only serves as an opportunity to further humiliate our missionary. 
The true testimony of this experience is that Alan finds the Lord to 
be a true source of strength in that he is able to endure and tri-
umph over the adversity before him.  Subtle familial methods are 
then used to try and break Alan’s spirit but it was a cruel trick engi-
neered by relentlessly wicked minds.  The Japanese attempt auto 
suggestion as a trick. Our missionary graphically describes the con-
ditions of his captivity and its limitations and lack of basic com-
forts.  Bathtime  proved to be an endurance test both physically 
and mentally once again death seemed nearby but the word of 
God was a joy, peace and a succour. When every single earthly 
thing and hope was lost he found deep joy in Jesus Christ.  There 
was the opportunity to witness to a Chinese communist offcial this  
was mostly conducted using small strips of paper this man became 
a Christian and began to effectively witness such that others also 
became Christians. Alan ask again are you the reader a Christian 
have you come to Christ do you truly know him in your heart.  There 
are now some regular, surprise very short visits from Alan’s wife. He 
is also presented with a letter that had apparently been found in 
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the Yangtze river.  It was in fact a letter 
from the UK that contained the word 
Hallelujah. (Praise the Lord).  This had 
confused the Japanese and they 
were disappointed that it was some-
thing they could not hold against 
him and point towards him being a 
spy.  At this point Alan is advised that 
he will be shot the following morn-
ing however this did not immediately 
take place. Although Alan com-
pletely accepted this as God’s plan 
he was made to linger for two nights 
which was traumatic and stressful 
then the threat was lifted although 
he was told that he would eventually 
be executed but they didn’t know 
when!        

PiGt 16  - Aalii heiGs i GeisshGcia 
v cie 

After a few weeks on a particular Sun-
day morning I heard someone say “I 
pray that God will save you” I soon 
realised that this was a Manchurian 
interpreter who was employed by the 
Japanese and was looking in at me 
through the bars of my cell. I asked 
him if he was a believer. He said he 
was and that he would pray for me 
and then quickly disappeared. I was 
greatly encouraged if the Japanese 
had caught him he would have 
been tortured and possibly even ex-
ecuted. I really felt God had sent him 
to me as a messenger, to assure me 
that I had not been forgotten and 
even in the most unlikely place of all, 
the Japanese military headquarters, 
there was someone praying specifi-
cally for me. 
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